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TO:    REVIEWERS  OF  THE  EAGLE  LAKE/CEDARVILLE  WILDERNESS 
DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

FROM:  THE  SUSANVILLE  BLM  DISTRICT  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 

This  Wilderness  EIS  is  unique.  We  of  the  Susanville  District  Advisory  Council 
feel  it's  very   important  that  you  take  the  time  to  read  Chapter  1,  before  you 
begin  your  review  of  this  Document.  The  "unique"  aspect  is  described  under  the 
Technical  Review  Team  Process  section  beginning  on  page  1-7. 

This  Technical  Review  (TRT)  Process  led  us  on  the  Council  to  recommend  to  Rex 
Cleary,  District  Manager,  that  he  use  the  TRT  recommendatton  as  the  Preferred 
Alternative  in  this  document.  He  followed  our  advise.  We  were  impressed  with 
the  amount  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  BLM  staff  and  especially  the  TRT  members 
that  went  into  resolving  conflicts  and  developing  this  alternative.  The  team 
members  who  donated  their  time  and  energy  are  listed  on  the  reverse  side  of  this 
letter. 

We  urge  you  to  take  a  close  look  at  this  alternative  in  light  of  the  broad  repre- 
sentation that  went  into  developing  it.  The  Susanville  District  welcomes  your 
input  and  ideas.  Please  let  them  know  specifically  how  you  feel  about  the 
"Preferred  Alternative"  and  other  parts  of  the  document. 

The  BLM  Office  in  Susanville  has  prepared  an  informative  slide/tape  program 
which  describes  how  the  "TRT"  process  came  about  and  how  the  Teams  worked 
through  their  differences  to  develop  a  consensus  Wilderness  suitability  recom- 
mendation. The  staff  would  be  happy  to  loan  the  program  or  make  a  presentation 
to  any  group  interested  in  the  Draft  EIS.  Contact  Larry  Teeter,  Wilderness 
Coordinator  to  make  arrangements. 

Sincerely, 


fWw-  AAf^- 


John  Laxague, 

District  Advisory  Council  Chairman 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Library 

Bldg  50.  Denver  Federal  Center 

Otnver,  CO  80225 
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The  following  tables  have  been  added  to  show  a  summary  by  County  of  each  WSA. 
Acreages  are  broken  down  by  alternative. 

Alternative  I  is  the  all  wilderness  alternative  where  the  total  acreage  for 
each  USA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable. 

Alternative  V  is  the  no  wilderness  alternative  where  the  total  acreage  for 
each  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  non  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

The  following  tables  are  for  Alternatives  II,  III,  IV  and  VI: 


Alternative  II 


Name 

Number 

Acres 

County 

Acres 

Nonsuitable 

Suitable 

Tunnison  Mountain 

CA-020-311 

20,650 

Lassen 

20,650 

5,560 

15,090 

Five  Springs 

CA-020-609 

48,460 

Lassen 

47,100 

21,880 

25,220 

Washoe 

1,360 

1,360 

0 

Skedaddle 

CA-020-612 

63,790 

Lassen 

63,630 

30,990 

32,640 

Washoe 

160 

160 

0 

Dry  Valley  Rim 

CA-020-615 

95,025 

Lassen 

18,960 

12,360 

6,600 

Washoe 

76,065 

35,325 

40,740 

Buffalo  Hills 

CA-020-619 

47,315 

Lassen 

880 

780 

100 

Washoe 

46,435 

16,455 

29,980 

Twin  Peaks 

CA-020-619A 

91,405 

Lassen 

24,120 

16,420 

7,700 

Washoe 

67,285 

21,805 

45,480 

Wall  Canyon 

CA-020-805 

45,790 

Washoe 

45,790 

16,250 

29,540 

Little  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-913 

52,143 

Washoe 

50,560 

6,500 

44,060 

NV-020-008 

Humboldt 

1,583 

0 

1,583 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913A 

13,050 

Washoe 

13,050 

0 

13,050 

High  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913B 

33,300 

Washoe 

33,300 

0 

33,300 

E.  Fork  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-914 

52,000 

Washoe 

41,330 

5,300 

36,030 

NV-020-006A 

Humboldt 

10,670 

6,450 

4,220 

Sheldon  Contiguous 

CA-020-1012 

24,130 

Washoe 

24,130 

11,660 

12.470 

Massacre  Rim 

CA-020-1013 

110,000 

Washoe 

110,000 

18,830 

91.170 

Totals: 

697,058 

Lassen 

175,340 

87,990 

87,350 

Washoe 

509,465 

133, b45 

375,820 

Humboldt 

12,253 

6,450 

5,303 

Alternative  III 


Name 

Number 

Acres 

County 

Acres 

Nonsuitable 

Suitable 

Tunnison  Mountain 

CA-020-311 

20,650 

Lassen 

20,650 

12,990 

7,660 

Five  Springs 

CA-020-609 

48,460 

Lassen 

47,100 

21,926 

25,174 

Washoe 

1,360 

1,360 

0 

Skedaddle 

CA-020-612 

63,790 

Lassen 

63,630 

39,120 

24,510 

Washoe 

160 

160 

0 

Dry  Valley  Rim 

CA-020-615 

95,025 

Lassen 

18,960 

18,870 

90 

Washoe 

76,065 

39,925 

36,140 

Buffalo  Hills 

CA-020-619 

47,315 

Lassen 

880 

880 

0 

Washoe 

46,435 

23,205 

23,230 

Twin  Peaks 

CA-020-619A 

91,405 

Lassen 

24,120 

16,420 

7,700 

Washoe 

67,285 

22,105 

45,180 

Wall  Canyon 

CA-020-805 

45,790 

Washoe 

45,790 

19,270 

26,520 

Little  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-913 

52,143 

Washoe 

50,560 

20,937 

29,b23 

NV-020-008 

Humboldt 

1,583 

123 

1,460 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913A 

13,050 

Washoe 

13,050 

6,660 

6,390 

High  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913B 

33,300 

Washoe 

33,300 

21,320 

11,930 

E.  Fork  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-914 

52,000 

Washoe 

41,330 

15.460 

25,870 

NV-020-006A 

Humboldt 

10,670 

8,610 

2,060 

Sheldon  Contiguous 

CA-020-1012 

24,130 

Washoe 

24,130 

23,350 

780 

Massacre  Rim 

CA-020-1013 

110,000 

Washoe 

110,000 

48,760 

61,240 

Totals: 

697,058 

Lassen 

175,340 

110.206 

65.134 

Washoe 

509,^65 

242.512 

266.953 

Humboldt 

12.253 

8,733 

3.520 

Alternative  IV 


Name 

Number 

Acres 

County 

Acres 

Nonsuitable 

Suitable 

Tunnison  Mountain 

CA-020-311 

20,650 

Lassen 

20,650 

20,650 

0 

Five  Springs 

CA-020-609 

48,460 

Lassen 

47,100 

47,100 

0 

Washoe 

1,360 

1,360 

0 

Skedaddle 

CA-020-612 

63,790 

Lassen 

63,630 

32,790 

30,840 

Washoe 

160 

70 

90 

Dry  Valley  Rim 

CA-020-615 

95,025 

Lassen 

18,960 

18,960 

0 

Washoe 

76,065 

76,065 

0 

Buffalo  Hills 

CA-020-619 

47,315 

Lassen 

880 

880 

0 

Washoe 

46,435 

46,435 

0 

Twin  Peaks 

CA-020-619A 

91,405 

Lassen 

24,120 

16,420 

7,700 

Washoe 

67,285 

15,255 

52,030 

Wall  Canyon 

CA-020-805 

45,790 

Washoe 

45,790 

45,790 

0 

Little  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-913 

52,143 

Washoe 

50,560 

34,700 

15,860 

NV-020-008 

Humboldt 

1,583 

123 

1,460 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913A 

13,050 

Washoe 

13,050 

13,050 

0 

High  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913B 

33,300 

Washoe 

33,300 

21,320 

11,980 

E.  Fork  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-914 

52,000 

Washoe 

41,330 

11,580 

29,750 

NV-020-006A 

Humboldt 

10,670 

8,610 

2,060 

Sheldon  Contiguous 

CA-020-1012 

24,130 

Washoe 

24,130 

24,130 

0 

Massacre  Rim 

CA-020-1013 

110,000 

Washoe 

110,000 

110,000 

0 

Totals: 

697,058 

Lassen 

175,340 

136,800 

38,540 

Washoe 

509,465 

399,755 

109.710 

Humboldt 

12,253 

8,733 

3,520 

Alternative  VI 


Name 

Number 

Acres 

County 

Acres 

Nonsuitable 

Suitable 

Tunnison  Mountain 

CA-020-311 

20,650 

Lassen 

20,650 

12,990 

7,660 

Five  Springs 

CA-020-609 

48,460 

Lassen 

47,100 

47,100 

0 

Washoe 

1,360 

l,3b0 

0 

Skedaddle 

CA-020-612 

63,790 

Lassen 

63,630 

26,550 

37.080 

Washoe 

160 

0 

160 

Dry  Valley  Rim 

CA-020-615 

95,025 

Lassen 

18,960 

10,990 

7,970 

Washoe 

76,065 

31,505 

44,560 

Buffalo  Hills 

CA-020-619 

47,315 

Lassen 

880 

880 

0 

Washoe 

46,435 

46,435 

0 

Twin  Peaks 

CA-020-619A 

91,405 

Lassen 

24,120 

16,420 

7,700 

Washoe 

67,285 

20,015 

47.270 

Wall  Canyon 

CA-020-805 

45,790 

Washoe 

45,790 

45,790 

0 

Little  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-913 

52,143 

Washoe 

50,560 

34,700 

15,860 

NV-020-008 

Humboldt 

1,583 

123 

1,460 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913A 

13,050 

Washoe 

13,050 

13.050 

0 

High  Rock  Canyon 

CA-020-913B 

33,300 

Washoe 

33,300 

21,320 

11,980 

E.  Fork  High  Rock  Cyn. 

CA-020-914 

52,000 

Washoe 

41,330 

11,530 

29.750 

NV-020-006A 

Humboldt 

10,670 

8,610 

2,060 

Sheldon  Contiguous 

CA-020-1012 

24,130 

Washoe 

24,130 

23,350 

780 

Massacre  Rim 

CA-020-1013 

110,000 

Washoe 

110,000 

86,740 

23,260 

Totals: 

697,058 

Lassen 

175.340 

114,930 

60,410 

Washoe 

509.465 

335.845 

173.620 

Humboldt 

12,253 

8,733 

3,520 

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

PRELIMINARY  WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATIONS 
TIMBERED  CRATER  WSA  AND  LAVA  WSA 


Draft  (X)  Final  (  )  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

1.  Type  of  Action:  Administrative  (  )   Legislative  (X) 

2.  Abstract: 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Susanville  District,  California,  analyzed 
the  effects  of  a  Wilderness  designation  and  alternatives  on  the  following 
13  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSA):  CA-020-311,  609,  612,  615,  619,  619A, 
805,  913/NV-020-008,  913A,  913B,  914/NV-020-006A,  1012,  1013.  Four 
alternatives  to  wilderness  designation  including  three  partial  wilderness 
designation  alternatives  and  one  no  wilderness  designation  are  analyzed. 
Wilderness  characteristics  and  special  features  are  examined.  Preliminary 
recommendations  are  to  designate  239,690  acres  in  9  WSAs  as  suitable  and 
459,508  acres  in  13  WSAs  as  non-suitable. 

3.  Location  of  Action: 

Lassen  County,  California 
Washoe  County,  Nevada 
Humboldt  County,  Nevada 

4.  For  Further  Information  Contact: 

District  Manager 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

P.O.  Box  1090 

Susanville,  California  96130 

(916)  257-5381 


5.   Comments  Must  Be  Received  By: 


JUN  2  7  1935 


BLM  CA  ES  85  001  8500 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

PRELIMINARY  WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR  THIRTEEN  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS 


CA-020-311  Tunnison  Mountain  20,650  acres 

CA-020-609  Five  Springs   48,460  acres 

CA-020-612  Skedaddle  Mountain 63,790  acres 

CA-020-615  Dry  Valley  Rim   95,025  acres 

CA-020-619  Buffalo  Hills  47,315  acres 

CA-020-619A  Twin  Peaks   91,405  acres 

CA-020-805  Wall  Canyon  45,790  acres 

CA-020-913/NV-020-008   Little  High  Rock   52,143  acres 

CA-020-913A  Yellow  Rock  Canyon   13,050  acres 

CA-020-913B  High  Rock  Canyon   33,300  acres 

CA-020-914/NV-020-006A  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon   .  52,000  acres 

CA-020-1012  Sheldon  Contiguous   24,130  acres 

CA-020-1013  Massacre  Rim   110,000  acres 


Prepared  by 

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

SUSANVILLE  DISTRICT  OFFICE,  CALIFORNIA 


State  Director 


Summary 


SUMMARY 


The  Susanville  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  has  prepared  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  on  13  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSA's) 
located  in  the  Eagle  Lake  and  Surprise  (Cedarville)  Resource  Areas  within  the 
District.  These  WSA's  cover  697,058  acres  out  of  more  than  2.8  million  acres 
in  the  District.  They  are  located  in  Lassen  County,  California,  Washoe  and 
Humboldt  Counties  in  Nevada.  Through  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  District,  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  East  Fork  High 
Rock  Canyon  WSA's,  which  overlap  onto  that  district,  are  analyzed  in  this 
document  since  a  majority  of  those  units  are  in  the  Susanville  District. 

This  EIS  has  been  prepared  as  part  of  the  ongoing  wilderness  program  that 
began  with  the  passage  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA) 
in  1976.  Upon  completion  of  the  EIS,  the  Department  of  Interior  will 
recommend  to  the  President,  who  after  review  will  recommend  to  Congress,  those 
areas  to  be  included  in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

Which  WSA's,  in  whole  or  in  part,  are  best  suited  for  inclusion  in  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System  and  which  are  best  suited  for  other 
uses  is  the  main  issue.  Scoping  by  the  public  and  within  BLM  identified  three 
issues  related  to  wilderness  designation.  These  are:  1.  Potential 
developments  for  other  resource  uses;  2.  Use  of  motorized  vehicle  for 
recreation,  management  of  other  resources  and  maintenance  of  potential 
developments;  3.  Manageability  of  WSA's  for  long  terra  preservation  of 
wilderness  values. 

This  EIS  analyzes  six  alternatives  for  each  of  the  WSA's.  Alternative  I 
recommends  that  all  the  WSA's  are  suitable  for  wilderness  designations. 
Alternative  II  is  to  recommend  those  portions  of  the  WSA's  as  suitable  after 
boundary  adjustments  are  made  to  remove  areas  of  significant  resource 
conflicts.  Alternative  III  is  to  recommend  those  portions  of  the  WSA's  as 
suitable  after  boundary  adjustments  have  been  made  that  remove  areas  of 
resource  conflicts  and  manageability  conflicts.  Alternative  IV  is  to 
recommend  those  portions  of  the  WSA's  considered  to  be  high  quality  wilderness 
as  suitable,  regardless  of  resource  and  manageability  conflicts.  Alternative 
V  recommends  that  none  of  the  WSA's  will  be  recommended  as  suitable. 
Alternative  VI  is  a  recommendation  by  three  citizen  advisory  groups  (Technical 
Review  Team,  Stewardship  Committee  and  District  Advisory  Council),  using  a 
consensus  process  on  what  WSA's  or  portions  of  the  WSA's  are  most  appropriate 
for  wilderness  designation  and  what  WSA's  or  portions  of  the  WSA's  should  not 
be  recommended  for  wilderness  designation.  Alternative  VI  was  selected  by  the 
BLM  as  the  preferred  alternative. 

The  environmental  effects  of  implementing  each  of  the  alternatives  for  each  of 
the  WSA's  were  analyzed  by  an  interdisciplinary  team  after  the  alternatives 
were  formulated.  A  summary  of  the  environmental  consequences  is  listed 
cumulatively  in  Table  2-2  and  by  Alternative/WSA  in  Tables  4-1  through  4-13. 
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CHAPTER    1 


INTRODUCTION 


LOCATION 

The  thirteen  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs)  analyzed  in  this  EIS  are  located  in 
the  Eagle  Lake  and  Cedarville  Resource  Areas  of  the  Susanville  District  and 
the  Sonoma-Gerlach  Resource  Area  of  the  Winnemucca  District.  Seven  lay  solely 
within  Washoe  and  Humboldt  counties  in  Nevada.  Four  lay  on  the  border  within 
Washoe  County,  Nevada  and  Lassen  County,  California  and  two  lay  solely  within 
Lassen  County,  California  (map  1-1). 

PURPOSE  AND  NEED 

The  Federal  land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  of  1976  directs  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  review  areas  of  the  public  lands  determined  to 
have  wilderness  characteristics  and  to  report  to  the  President  his 
recommendations  as  to  the  suitability  of  each  such  area  for  preservation  as 
wilderness.  The  Secretary  is  required  to  report  his  recommandations  to  the 
President  by  October  21,  1991.  Congress  decides  whether  to  designate  areas  as 
wilderness. 

Under  FLPMA,  wilderness  preservation  is  part  of  BLM's  multiple  use  mandate. 
Wilderness  values  are  recognized  as  part  of  the  spectrum  of  resource  values 
and  uses  to  be  considered  in  the  resource  management  planning  process. 

PLANNING  PROCESS 

The  planning  process  is  designed  to  enable  BLM  to  accomodate  the  uses  the 
public  wants  to  make  of  public  lands  while  complying  with  the  laws  and 
policies  established  by  the  Congress  and  the  executive  branch  of  the  Federal 
government.  The  process  includes  nine  basic  steps  and  emphasizes  the  role  of 
public  participation  at  several  key  stages. 

The  nine  planning  steps  are  as  follows: 

1.  Identification  of  Issues:  In  this  first  step,  BLM  asks  the  public  what 
their  issue  topics  are.  To  accomplish  this  the  Susanville  District  published 
a  Notice  of  Intent  announcing  the  study  in  the  FR.  Then  over  500  mail  outs 
were  sent  to  the  public  known  or  considered  to  be  possibly  interested  in  any 
of  the  WSAs.  This  letter  identified  Bureau  concerns  and  asked  for  public 
issues. 

2.  Development  of  Planning  Criteria:  Criteria  are  developed  to  set  standards 
and  guidelines  for  planning  and  ensure  that  the  Plan  Amendment  is  tailored  to 
the  previously  identified  issues.  The  availability  of  this  draft  planning 
criteria  was  published  in  the  FR  on  January  27,  1984,  and  copies  were 
distributed  upon  request. 
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3.  Inventory  Data  Collection:  Based  on  the  issues  and  planning  criteria 
previously  developed,  BLM  specialists  inventory  the  resources  in  the  planning 
area,  seeing  how  they  are  used  and  what  condition  they  are  in.  Because  land 
use  plans  had  just  recently  been  completed  for  the  Resource  Areas,  it  was 
determined  that  no  new  specialized  inventories  were  required. 

4.  Analysis  of  the  Management  Situation:  In  this  step,  BLM  sifts  through  the 
inventory  data  to  define  the  existing  situation,  assess  public  demand  for  the 
various  resources,  and  predict  the  ability  of  these  resources  to  meet  future 
demands  on  a  sustained  yield  basis.  Upon  completing  these  steps,  various 
opportunities  are  set  forth  to  meet  anticipated  public  demands  and  resolve 
potential  resource  conflicts. 

5.  Formulation  of  Alternatives:  At  this  point,  BLM  formulates  a  range  of 
options  for  managing  resources.  Because  Wilderness  designation  is  the 
overriding  issue,  alternatives  presented  in  Chapter  II  range  from  All 
Wilderness  to  No  Wilderness. 

6.  Estimation  of  Effects  of  Alternatives:  BLM  estimates  and  describes  the 
physical,  biological,  economic,  and  social  impacts  of  each  alternative.  This 
alternative  analysis  is  found  in  Chapter  4. 

7.  Selection  of  Preferred  Alternative:  Here  the  public  lands  manager  reviews 
the  alternatives  and  their  predicted  effects  and  then  chooses  or  develops  a 

preferred  alternative.  The  preferred  alternative  is  described  in  Chapter  2 
while  its  effects  are  delineated  in  Chapter  4. 

At  this  point,  the  impact  statement  is  completed  and  released  for  public 
review  and  comment.   This  may  result  in  new  information  being  presented, 

problems  being  pointed  out  in  the  BLM  preferred  alternative,  or  other 
alternatives  being  suggested. 

8.  Final  Selection  of  Preferred  Alternative:  The  public  lands  manager 
evaluates  comments  received  and  recommends  a  proposed  Alternative  to  the 
Bureau  Director.  The  Bureau  Director  then  reviews  and  concurs  and  files  the 
EIS  with  the  Department  of  Interior.  The  Department  of  Interior  then  files 
the  final  EIS  with  EPA  for  public  comment  before  the  President  makes  his 
recommendation  to  Congress. 

9.  Monitoring  and  Evaluation:  Once  the  plan  is  approved  and  Wilderness 
determinations  are  made,  Wilderness  Management  Plans  will  be  developed  for  the 
designated  areas. 

SCOPING 

The  central  wilderness-related  issue  which  was  identified  during  the  planning 
process  was  the  suitability  or  non-suitability  of  the  13  WSAs  for  wilderness 
designation. 
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Scoping  within  BLM  and  by  the  public  surfaced  these  three  issues  related  to 
wilderness  designation. 

1.  Potential  developments   for   range  management,   wildlife   and  wild  horse 
gathering. 

2.  Use  of  motorized  vehicles  for  management  and  maintenance  of  the  above 
activities  plus  wild  horse  management  and  recreation. 

3.  Managebility  of  WSAs  for  long  term  preservation  of  wilderness  values. 

Several  other  interests  were  mentioned  by  the  public,  but  for  the  most  part, 
they  fit  within  the  five  issues  cited  above  or  are  accomodated  for  within 
wilderness  designation. 

PLANNING  CRITERIA 

The  Wilderness  Management  Policy  establishes  certain  requirements  that  must  be 
followed  to  determine  an  area's  suitability  or  non-suitability  for  preserva- 
tion as  wilderness.  Only  those  areas  will  be  recommended  as  suitable  where 
the  Bureau,  after  careful  analysis,  deems  wilderness  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate use  of  land  and  resources.  For  an  area  to  be  judged  suitable,  it  must 
have  enough  wilderness  values  and  multiple  resource  benefits  to  offset  the 
other  resource  values  and  uses  which  would  be  foregone  due  to  wilderness 
designation.  The  required  wilderness  criteria  which  must  be  used  in  deter- 
mining suitable  or  non-suitable  designation  are  listed  below. 

Criterion  No.  1  -  Evaluation  of  Wilderness  Values 

a.  Mandatory   wilderness   characteristics:    Size,   naturalness,   outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation. 

b.  Special  features:   Ecologic,  geologic,  or  other  features  of  scientific, 
educational,  scenic  or  historic  values. 

c.  Multiple  resource  benefits:   Multiple  resource  benefits  to  and  uses  of  the 
area  which  wilderness  designation  could  ensure. 

d.  Diversity  in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System: 

(1)  Expanding  the  diversity  of  natural  systems  through  ecosystems 
and  landforms. 

(2)  Assessing  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  five-hour  drive  from  a  major  population  center. 

(3)  Balancing  the  geographic  distribution  of  wilderness  areas. 
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Criterion  No.  2  -  Managability 

The  area  must  be  capable  of  being  effectively  managed  to  preserve  its  wilder- 
ness character  over  the  long  term. 

QUALITY  STANDARDS 

In  addition  to  the  criteria,  a  set  of  quality  standards  has  been  established 
to  be  used  in  the  analysis  process  in  the  EIS.  The  information  needed  for  the 
analysis  is  generally  developed  through  the  normal  planning  process  used  in 
the  Bureau.  The  standards  are  similar  to  the  general  standards  normally 
applied  during  multiple  use  resource  planning.  Many  of  these  quality 
standards  were  in  some  fashion  or  other  the  points  of  interest  and  concern 
raised  by  the  public  during  the  scoping  process. 

Standard  No.  1  -  Energy  and  Minerals 

Adequately  consider  the  energy  or  mineral  value  of  an  area  in  determining  its 
suitability  or  nonsuitability. 

Standard  No.  2  -  Impacts  on  Other  Resources 

Adequately  consider  the  effect  of  wilderness  designation  in  regard  to  foregone 
uses  of  the  area  by  other  resources. 

Standard  No.  3  -  Impact  of  Nondesignation  on  Wilderness  Values 

Consider  the  alternative  use  of  the  land  under  study  if  the  WSA  or  some 
portion  of  the  WSA  is  not  designated  as  wilderness  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
wilderness  values  of  the  area  would  be  foregone  or  adversely  affected  as  a 
result  of  this  use. 

Standard  No.  4  -  Public  Comment 

Adequately  consider  public  input  from  all  segments,  geographic  areas  and 
levels. 

Standard  No.  5  -  Social  Economic 

Adequately  consider  the  effects  of  designation  or  non-designation  on  the  local 
social  and  economic  structure. 

Standard  No.  6  -  Consistency  with  Other  Plans 

Adequately  consider  how  designation  of  areas  as  wilderness  meets  with  the 
plans  of  local,  state,  and  federal  governments. 

WILDERNESS  REVIEW  PROCESS 

To  carry  out  the  wilderness  mandate  of  Section  603  of  FLPMA,  BLM  developed  a 
wilderness  review  process  containing  three  phases:  inventory,  study,  and 
reporting. 
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INVENTORY 

This  phase  involved  examing  the  public  lands  to  determine  and  locate  the 

existence   of   areas  containing  wilderness   characteristics   that   meet   the 

criteria  established  by  Congress.  Such  areas  were  identified  as  wilderness 
study  areas. 

Ihe  inventory  phase  of  the  process  was  completed  for  the  Eagle  Lake  and 
Cedarville  Resource  Areas  in  November  1980.  This  established  13  WSAs  in  the 
two  Resource  Areas. 

In  determining  these  wilderness  values,  FLPMA  directs  BLM  to  use  the  criteria 
given  by  Congress  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964.  Section  2(c)  of  that  act 
states:  "A  Wilderness,  in  contrast  with  those  areas  where  man  and  his  own 
works  dominate  the  landscape,  is  hereby  recognized  as  an  area  where  the  earth 
and  its  community  of  life  are  untrammeld  by  man,  where  man  himself  is  a 
visitor  who  does  not  remain.  An  area  of  wilderness  is  further  defined  to  mean 
in  this  Act  an  area  of  undeveloped  Federal  land  retaining  its  primeval 
character  and  influence,  without  permanent  improvements  or  human  habitation, 
which  is  protected  and  managed  so  as  to  preserve  its  natural  conditions  and 
which  (1)  generally  appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by  the  forces  of 
nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable ;  (2)  has 
outstanding  opportunity  for  solitude  or  a  primitive  and  unconfined  type  of 
recreation;  (3)  has  at  least  five  thousand  acres  of  land  or  is  of  sufficient 
size  as  to  make  practicable  its  preservation  and  use  in  an  unimpaired 
condition;  and  (4)  may  also  contain  ecological,  geological,  or  other  features 
of  scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historic  value.". 

These  characteristics  are  explained  in  detail  in  the  "Wilderness  Inventory 
Handbook  -  Policy,  Direction,  and  Procedures  and  Guidance  for  Conducting 
Wilderness  Inventory  on  the  Public  Lands  -  September  1978".  The  presence  of 
these  characteristics  is  documented  in  the  publication  "Intensive  Wilderness 
Inventory  -  Final  Wilderness  Study  Areas  -  November  1980".  Both  of  these 
publications  are  available  at  any  BLM  office. 

STUDY 

This  phase  involves  the  process  of  determining,  through  careful  analysis, 
which  wilderness  study  areas  will  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  and  which  will  be  recommended  as  nonsuitable.  These 
determinations,  made  through  the  BLM  land  use  planning  system,  consider  all 
values,  resources,  and  uses  of  the  public  lands.  Recommendations  concerning 
wilderness  designation  of  these  study  areas  are  analyzed  in  this  document. 

REPORTING 

Both  FLPMA  and  the  Wilderness  Act  establish  a  process  by  which  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  sends  its  recommendations  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
who  sends  his  recommendations  to  the  President,  who  then  sends  his 
recommendations  to  Congress  for  final  action.  Only  Congress  can  designate  an 
area  as  wilderness. 
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One  requirement  that  must  be  met  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  can  send 
his  recommendations  to  the  President  involves  mineral  surveys  of  areas 
recommended  as  "suitable"  for  wilderness  designation.  FLPMA  requires  that 
"prior  to  any  recommendations  for  the  designation  of  an  area  as  wilderness, 
the  Secretary  shall  cause  mineral  surveys  to  be  conducted  by  the  Geological 
Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  determine  the  mineral  values,  if  any,  that 
may  be  present  in  such  areas."  Until  these  mineral  surveys  are  completed  and 
analyzed,  the  suitable  recommendations  must  be  considered  as  preliminary 
recommendat  ions . 

A  report  is  prepared  for  each  wilderness  study  area.  The  report  will  include 
a  summary  of  recommendations,  the  EIS,  the  results  of  the  USGS/BM/BLM  mineral 
surveys,  transcripts  of  public  hearings,  and  comments  received.  The  report, 
as  required  by  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964,  is  transmitted  first  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  then  to  the  President.  These  requirements  are 
met  as  soon  as  possible  after  publication  of  the  final  EIS,  and  must  in  any 
case  be  met  no  later  than  October  21,  1991.  Within  two  years  of  the  receipt 
of  the  report  from  the  Secretary,  the  President  must  advise  Congress  of  his 
recommendations  with  respect  to  designation  as  wilderness  of  eash  WSA, 
together  with  a  map  of  the  area  and  a  definition  of  its  boundaries.  Until 
Congress  decides  whether  or  not  each  WSA  will  be  managed  as  a  wilderness  area, 
each  WSA  will  be  managed  in  accordance  with  the  Bureau's  Interim  Management 
Policy  and  Guidelines  for  Lands  Under  Wilderness  Review  (December  12,  1979). 


TECHNICAL  REVIEW  TEAM  PROCESS 

This  process  was  used  to  develop  Alternative  VI  in  this  Draft  EIS. 

The  Susanville  District  Advisory  Council  (DAC)  after  reviewing  the  BLM 
Wilderness  Study /EIS  Process,  recommended  to  the  District  Manager  and 
California  State  Director  that  the  Technical  Review  Team  Process  be  used  to 
assist  the  BLM  in  preparing  the  Draft  Wilderness  EIS. 

The  Technical  Review  Team  (TRT)  process  was  developed  by  the  Modoc/Washoe 
Experimental  Stewardship  Committee.  It  was  used  as  a  tool  to  lessen  the 
chances  of  polarization  of  interest  groups  and  provide  the  Bureau  with  better 
quality  public  input  for  decision  making  purposes.  It  worked  very  well  on 
developing  grazing  decisions  for  some  very  environmentally  sensitive  areas  in 
the  Surprise  Resource  Area. 

The  Process  starts  with  the  formation  of  a  team  of  field-level  technicians 
representing  all  concerned  parties  affected  by  the  decision.  The  individual 
team  members  must  be  people  who  are  very  knowledgeable  about  the  resource  they 
represent,  they  must  be  able  to  work  well  with  people  of  different 
philosophies  and  they  must  have  a  certain  degree  of  credibility  among  the 
constituency  they  were  chosen  to  represent.  The  Stewardship  committee 
requested  that  all  recommendations  from  the  teams  must  be  agreed  upon  by 
concensus.  This  meant  that  no  recommendations  would  be  forwarded  without 
unanimous  agreement  from  all  team  members. 
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To  represent  the  many  resource  interests  concerned  with  Wilderness  decisions 
and  still  keep  the  team  size  manageable,  the  DAC  recommended  that  two  teams  be 
formed,  one  for  the  Surprise  Resource  Area  and  one  for  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource 
Area.  The  council  selected  eight  member  teams,  representing  the  following 
resources  and  interests: 

Livestock-Adjacent  Landowners 

-  Wildlife-Agencies-Sportsmen 

-  Wilderness-Environmental-Dispersed  Recreation 
Minerals-Energy-Utilities 

Wild  Horses 

-  Motorized  Recreation 
Cultural-Historical-Archaeological 

-  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Team  member  selection  was  accomplished  by  first  soliciting  nominations  from 
user  groups,  agencies,  and  key  individuals.  The  DAC  was  surprised  and 
gratified  by  the  response  they  received.  After  reviewing  the  nominations  and 
selecting  primary  and  alternate  team  members,  one  of  the  DAC  members  remarked 
that  "it  would  have  cost  the  BLM  a  small  fortune  to  go  out  and  hire 
consultants  with  the  quality  of  expertise  that  was  represented  on  the  teams". 
A  list  of  team  members  is  included  in  the  appendix. 

The  teams  were  provided  with  a  rough  draft  EIS  containing  five  alternatives 
and  all  the  information  the  BLM  had  on  existing  and  potential  uses  of  the 
lands  in  question.  They  had  attended  an  orientation/team  building  session  to 
meet  each  other  and  learn  the  requirements  of  a  BLM  Wilderness  Study/EIS. 

The  Eagle  Lake  Team  held  a  public  meeting  in  Susanville  to  allow  the  general 
public  to  meet  with  them  and  discuss  their  concerns.  Both  teams  also  provided 
opportunities  for  the  public  to  meet  with  them  during  the  field  trips. 

Each  team  went  on  a  three  day  field  trip  where  they  stayed  together  at  a  BLM 
field  camp.  They  were  taken  by  helicopter  to  several  locations  in  each  WSA 
where  they  discussed  wilderness  values  and  potential  resource  conflicts  on 
site.   This  is  an  essential  step  in  the  process. 

The  recommendation  that  was  developed  by  each  team  represents  their  best 
effort  at  prioritizing  wilderness  qualities  and  the  significance  of  resources 
conflicts  or  manageability  problems.  They  used  this  information  to  identify 
those  areas  which  appear  to  be  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  other 
areas  which  appear  to  be  non-suitable.  The  teams  mentioned  several  times  that 
their  deliberations  were  probably  a  good  barometer  of  public  feelings  and 
concerns.   It  is  this  draft  EIS  which  will  prove  them  right  or  wrong. 

Reaching  agreement  on  wilderness  suitability  was  no  easy  process  for  the 
teams.  The  level  of  frustration  was  often  very  high.  Tempers  sometimes 
flared.  At  times  the  task  seemed  hopeless.  But  they  persisted.  The  teams 
each  spent  four  or  five  full  days  in  discussions,  often  late  into  the 
evening.  When  it  was  all  over,  concensus  had  been  reached  on  twelve  of  the 
thirteen  WSAs. 
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The  Surprise  TRT  recommendation  was  reviewed  by  the  Modoc/Washoe  Experimental 
Stewardship  Committee.  It  was  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  District  Advisory 
Council.  The  DAC  reviewed  and  approved  both  the  Eagle  Lake  and  Surprise  TRT 
recommendations  and  passed  them  on  to  the  BLM  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
BLM  decide  on  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  (the  one  unit  where  concensus  was  not 
reached).  The  DAC  also  recommended  to  the  BLM  that  the  TRT  Alternative 
(Alternative  VI)  be  the  preferred  alternative  in  the  draft. 
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CHAPTER   II 


ALTERNATIVES        INCLUDING        PROPOSED     ACTION 


GENERAL 

Chapter  2  describes  the  alternatives  selected  for  analysis  in  this  study.  The 
description  of  the  alternatives  allows  the  reader  to  compare  them,  weigh  the 
merits  of  each,  and  draw  a  conclusion  as  to  the  management  changes  each  might 
bring  to  the  various  resources. 

Certain  standard  management  practices  directed  by  regulation  and  policy  would 
be  applicable  to  all  alternative  management  programs.  Protection  of  soils, 
watershed,  visual  resources,  air  quality,  and  other  resources  is  required  by 
the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976.  Specific  guidance  for 
these  measures  are  embodied  in  numerous  policy  statements  and  regulations.  In 
addition,  compliance  with  specific  legislation,  such  as  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  and  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  is  required. 

Until  either  released  or  designated  by  Congress,  all  13  WSAs  will  be  managed 
under  the  Interim  Management  Policy  and  Guidelines  for  Lands  Under  Wilderness 
Review.  These  guidelines  will  guide  BLM  staff  in  decisions  that  arise  in 
everyday  management  of  lands  under  wilderness  review.  Certain  uses  that 
occurred  on  the  lands  before  passage  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management 
Act  of  1976  will  be  allowed  within  an  area.  These  users  are  mining,  grazing, 
and  mineral  leasing. 

BLM  will  manage  any  future  designated  wilderness  areas  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Wilderness  Act,  FLPMA,  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy.  Section  4 
of  the  Wilderness  Act  states  that  wilderness  areas  should  be  devoted  to 
recreation,  scenic,  scientific,  educational,  conservation,  and  historical 
use.  (The  general  implications  of  wilderness  designation  are  given  in  Table 
2-1). 

ALTERNATIVE  FORMULATION 

Six  alternatives  have  been  developed  for  the  Draft  EIS  according  to  the 
criteria  made  available  in  January,  1984  and  restated  here. 

Alternative  I 

Objective:  To  manage  all  lands  within  each  of  the  13  WSAs  for  maximum 
wilderness  by  recommending  eash  WSA  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

All  WSAs  would  be  managed  under  the   "Wilderness  Management 
Policy11  as  published  by  USDI-BLM  on  September  24,  1981. 
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Alternative  II 

Objective:  To  manage  all  lands  within  each  of  the  13  WSAs  as  wilderness 
after  boundary  adjustments  are  made  that  remove  areas  of 
significant  resource  conflicts. 

Resource  conflict  areas  removed  are  those  that  have  significant: 

-  Existing  and  proposed  man-made  facilities  (e.g.,  powerlines, 
water  developments,  fences,  seedings). 

-  Mineral  activity  or  potential. 

-  Heavy  vehicle  oriented  recreation  use. 

-  Importance  to  the  local  community  for  woodcutting  activities. 

-  Importance  for  wild  horse  gathering. 

All  lands  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  the  "Wilderness  Management  Policy"  as  published  by 
USDI-BLM  on  September  24,  1981. 

All  lands  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 

Alternative  III 

Objective:  To  manage  all  lands  within  each  of  the  13  WSAs  as  wilderness 
after  boundary  adjustments  are  made  that  remove  areas  of 
resource  conflict  and  managability  conflict. 

Resource  conflict  areas  removed  are  those  that  have  significant: 

-  Existing  and  proposed  man-made  facilities  (e.g.,  powerlines, 
water  developments,  fences,  seedings). 

-  Mineral  activity  or  potential. 

-  Heavy  vehicle  oriented  recreation  use. 

-  Importance  to  the  local  community  for  woodcutting  activities. 

-  Importance  for  wild  horse  gathering. 

Managability  conflict  areas  removed  are  those  that: 

-  Have  special  fire  control  concerns. 

-  Vehicle  access  can't  be  controlled. 

-  Have  concentrations  of  private  inholdings  on  split  estate. 

-  Have  existing  registered  claims  or  leases. 

-  Have  valid  permitted  uses  imcompatible  with  wilderness 
management . 

All  lands  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  the  "Wilderness  Management  Policy"  as  published  by 
USDI-BLM  on  September  24,  1981. 

All  lands  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 
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Alternative  IV 

Objective:  To  manage  all  lands  within  each  of  the  13  WSAs  considered  to  be 
high  quality  as  wilderness,  regardless  of  resource  and  manage- 
ability conflicts,  high  quality  will  be  determined  by  that  which: 

-  Is  most  natural  (having  minimum  influence  of  man) . 

-  Has  special  features  (having  visual  diversity,  special  history 
or  resources). 

All  lands  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  the  "Wilderness  Management  Policy"  as  published  by 
USDI-BLM  on  September  24,  1981. 

All  lands  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 

Alternative  V 

Objective:  To  manage  all  lands  under  existing  land  use  plans  and  to  not 
recommend  any  of  the  land  in  any  WSA  for  wilderness  designation. 


Alternative  VI 

Objective:  To  manage  those  lands  within  each  of  the  WSA's  that  the  citizens 
advisory  groups  (Technical  Review  Teams,  Stewardship  Committee 
and  District  Advisory  Council),  using  a  concensus  process, 
considered  to  be  suitable  as  wilderness  as  determined  by  that 
which: 

-  Represents  the  best  of  the  wilderness  characteristics,  while 
providing  the  necessary  areas  within  WSA's  for  non-wilderness 
use  by  other  resources. 

All  lands  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  the  "Wilderness  Management  Policy"  as  published  by 
USDI-BLM  on  September  24,  1981. 

All  lands  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 

Note:  The  Technical  Review  Teams  reached  full  consensus  on 
all  WSAs  except  Wall  Canyon  CA-020-805.  Their 
decision  was  to  have  BLM  make  the  final  recommendation. 
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TABLE  2-1 


IMPLICATION  OF  WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION 
(For  a  more  specific  discussion,  refer  to  Appendix  2) 


Minerals  Management 


Access /Developments 


Land  Exchange 


Grazing 


Wildlife  &  Vegetation 


Allows  mineral  entry  and  development  in  wilderness 
study  areas  until  designation.  After  that  date,  only 
holders  of  valid  existing  rights  will  be  allowed  to 
continue  operations.  All  title  to  reserved  land 
surface  is  to  the  United  States.  Except  as  expressly 
provided  in  the  Wilderness  Act,  no  surface  use  will  be 
allowed  unless  reasonably  required  for  mining  or 
prospecting. 

Right  of  access  to  mining  claims,  State-owned  land, 
split  estate  mineral  lands  and  privately  owned  lands 
is  preserved,  and  roads  can  be  maintained.  Motorized 
vehicles  and  equipment,  landing  of  aircraft,  roads, 
structures,  installations,  and  commercial  enterprises 
are  generally  prohibited. 

Public  land  outside  designated  wilderness  can  be 
exchanged  for  inholdings.  However,  wilderness- 
designated  lands  cannot  be  exchanged;  they  can  be 
transferred  to  another  Federal  agency  if  they  continue 
to  be  managed  as  wilderness. 

Grazing  that  existed  prior  to  designation  may 
continue.  Certain  uses,  such  as  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  to  support  grazing,  are  permissible  (House 
Report  96-1126).  The  construction  of  new  rangeland 
improvements  is  permissible  if  determined  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  resource  protection  (rangeland 
and/or  wilderness)  and  the  effective  management  of 
these  resources,  rather  than  to  accomodate  increased 
numbers  of  livestock.  The  number  and  kind  of  develop- 
ments will  vary  to  meet  the  individual  situation  with 
both  wilderness  and  resource  values  as  determined  in 
the  Wilderness  Management  Plan,  Allotment  Management 
Plan  and  Environmental  Assessment.  Existing  range 
improvement  facilities  may  be  maintained. 

Exotic  species  cannot  be  introduced;  wildlife  species 
may  be  stocked.  Most  vegetation  eradication  measures 
are  prohibited  unless  case-by-case  assessment  indi- 
cates minor  impacts  on  wilderness  values.  Trapping  is 
allowed  as  long  as  it  is  not  a  commercial  operation. 


2-4 


Alternatives 


TABLE  2-1  (Cont.) 


Wilderness  Management 
Plans 


A  wilderness  management  plan  will  be  developed  and  will 
specify  visitor  management  methods  needed  to  mitigate 
human  impacts  on  wilderness  values.  The  plan  will 
specify  systems  to  monitor  use  and  to  detect  adverse 
impacts.  The  management  plan  will  determine  the 
extent  and  timing  of  authorized  motorized  use. 


Emergency  Situations 


Wilderness  qualities  may  be  adversely  affected  in 
situations  involving  human  health  and  safety.  Law 
enforcement  agencies  may  use  motor  vehicles  in 
emergencies;  normal  patrol  would  be  barred,  however. 


Wildfires  and  Insect 
Epidemics 


Tools  and  methods  will  be  selected  that  will  cause  min- 
imum degradation.  Pre-  and  post-suppression  methods 
are  permitted,  but  should  benefit  wilderness. 


Watershed  Restoration 
Structures 


New  installations  are  subject  to  the  directors  approv- 
al. 


Recreation 


Wild  Horses  and 
Burros 


Only  minimum  facilities  necessary  for  protection  of 
resources  and  health  and  safety  will  be  allowed. 

Viable,  healthy  populations  of  wild  horses  and  burros 
will  be  maintained  in  wilderness  areas.  Use  of 
motorized  and  mechanical  equipment  including  aircraft; 
use,  maintenance  and  type  of  material,  and  equipment 
such  as  temporary  corrals  and  the  location,  frequency, 
and  timing  of  such  uses  will*  be  specified  in  Herd 
Management  Area  Plans  and  Wilderness  Management 
Plans.  Such  uses  will  be  allowed  when  no  other 
alternatives  exist,  they  are  the  minimum  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  task  and  they  are  the  least  degrading 
of  wilderness  values. 


Cultural  Resources 


Cultural  resources,  in  most  instances,  will  be  subject 
to  the  forces  of  nature  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
wilderness  resources.  Management  will  not  normally 
include  any  excavation,  stabilization  or  interpreta- 
tion activities.  Salvage,  rehabilitation,  stabiliza- 
tion, reconstruction  and  restoration  work;  excavation, 
and  intensive  inventories  may  be  permitted  on  a 
case-by-case  basis. 


Wilderness 
Managebility 


Wilderness  designation  will  result  in  some  increase  in 
funding   for   management   of   the   wilderness.    The 
increase  will  be  commnensurate  with  the  number  and 
size  of  areas  designated  as  wilderness. 
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ALTERNATIVE  DESCRIPTION 


The  six  alternative  descriptions  that  follow  each  consist  of  an  individual 
description  for  the  WSAs  under  study.  Within  each  alternative,  the  individual 
WSAs  are  listed  in  ascending  order  by  WSA  number.  The  composite  description 
for  each  of  the  six  alternatives  comprises  that  alternative. 

The  Bureau's  Preferred  Alterantive  is  Alternative  VI.  The  rationale  for  this 
preference  is  described  on  the  last  13  pages  of  this  chapter. 

The  maps  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  have  been  drawn  up  for  each  of  the  partial 
alternatives.  Since  Alternative  I  is  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  any  of 
the  maps  depicting  a  particular  WSA  can  be  used  to  show  the  all  inclusive 
boundary. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

20,650  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

42  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation.  The  Long  Canyon  and  The  Crossing  cherrystem  roads  would  be 
closed  to  improve  manageability  of  motorized  use  of  these  roads  and  reduce 
impacts  to  solitude.  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness 
would  continue  (i.e.,  hunting,  fishing,  livestock  grazing). 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  In  addition,  the  WSA 
contains  special  features  that  are  primarily  centered  around  Willow  Creek  and 
Willow  Creek  Canyon.  These  features  include  a  trout  fishery  in  Willow  Creek, 
diverse  riparian  vegetation  along  the  creek,  ponderosa  pine  within  parts  of 
Willow  Creek  Canyon  and  along  portions  of  the  north  rim,  and  archaeological 
sites  within  the  canyon.  Tunnison  Mountain  contains  a  variety  of  ecotypes 
including  riparian  along  its  base  at  Willow  Creek,  ponderosa  pine  and  juniper 
stands  on  the  lower  south  slopes,  sage  brush  and  grass  slopes,  stringer 
meadows  along  hillside  springs  and  mountain  mohogany  stands  along  ridge  crests 
and  small  rims. 

The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  within  a 
day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  It  is  located 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

Off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  the  area  is  subject  to  and  which  may  degrade 
opportunities  for  solitude  include  vehicle  traffic  on  Horse  Lake  Road  and 
Highway  139,  sound  from  Southern  Pacific  trains  to  the  east  and  sound  from 
agricultural  activities  on  private  land  along  Willow  Creek  west  of  the  WSA. 
Non-wilderness  management  by  the  BLM  on  the  north,  east  and  south  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  Use  and 
development  of  15  parcels  of  private  land  within  the  WSA  may  create  unnatural 
structures  and  access  ways,  and  cause  disturbance  of  solitude. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  character  after  all  existing  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed 
due  to  the  open  rolling  terrain.  These  areas  are  located  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  south  of  Willow  Creek  and  in  portions  of  the  lower  eastern 
slopes  of  the  WSA.  Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and 
vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  This 
activity  would  degrade  wilderness  naturalness  and  solitude  in  these  areas. 
There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  the  closure  of  the  two  existing 
cherrystem  roads  in  Long  Canyon  and  to  The  Crossing  due  to  the  restrictions 
this  would  cause  on  recreational  hunting  and  fishing  access. 
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There  are  no  pre-FLPMA  valid  existing  rights  that  would  degrade  wilderness. 
Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not  impair 
the  existing  wilderness  character.  USGS  considers  the  entire  WSA  to  have 
potential  value  for  geothermal,  however,  no  leases  have  been  issued  and  no 
exploration  has  occurred.  Otherwise,  no  significant  energy  or  mineral  values 
have  been  identified. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

48,460  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

24  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Five  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Special  features 
within  the  unit  include  a  concentration  of  national  register  archeological 
sites  on  the  WSA's  southwestern  flank  and  moderate  to  high  potential  for 
location  of  other  national  register  quality  sites  near  natural  water  areas 
throughout  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
WSA  is  located  within  100  miles  of  four  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  WSA. 

Most  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  impaired  by  off-site  sights  and  sounds.  Non- 
wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  surrounding  lands  of  the  WSA  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experience.  Adverse  impacts 
to  solitude  in  the  southwestern  side  of  the  WSA  may  occasionally  occur  from 
the  sounds  of  farm  machinery  or  irrigation  equipment  on  private  land  adjacent 
to  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilderness  character 
after  all  existing  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the  present 
boundaries  because  of  heavy  fall  motorized  use  of  open  terrain.  Cross  country 
vehicle  access  would  be  difficult  to  control  along  much  of  the  WSA's  south, 
west  and  north  boundaries.  Uncontrolled  vehicle  access  would  adversely  impact 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  naturalness  in  these  areas.  Construction  of 
effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely 
roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  Patroling  the  area  to  control  violations 
would  be  expensive  and  impractical  due  to  the  large  areas  of  open  country 
requiring  patois  where  wilderness  values  are  relatively  low. 

Grazing  is  the  only  "pre-FLPMA"  grandfathered  use.  Six  private  inholdings 
totaling  520  acres  and  1  state  section  of  640  acres  are  within  the  WSA.  All 
but  2  inholdings  are  managed  by  their  owners  for  livestock  grazing.   No 
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developed  facilities  exist  on  the  inholdings  other  than  livestock,  watering 
facilities. 

There  are  9,225  acres  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  WSA  under  oil  and  gas 
leases  although  no  surface  disturbing  exploratory  activity  has  occured.  A 
portion  of  the  southern  flank  of  the  WSA  has  been  identified  as  a  potential 
utility  corridor  alignment.  No  other  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been 
identified. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  the  closure  of  existing  cherrystem 
roads  and  ways  with  recreational  use,  primarily  hunting  access.  An  allotment 
fence  and  several  water  developments  are  proposed  to  benefit  livestock  and 
implement  allotment  management  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

63,790  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

91  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Skedaddle  Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  would  be  recommended 
as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible 
with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e.,  hunting,  livestock  grazing).  All 
cherrystem  access  roads  and  ways  would  be  closed  at  the  WSA  boundaries  to 
reduce  adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  and  solitude. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  wilderness  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
Portions  of  the  WSA  offer  very  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  due  to  the  rugged  mountainous  land  form  that  comprises 
the  majority  of  the  WSA.  Many  peaks,  ridges  and  canyons  afford  excellent 
opportunities  for  exploration  and  challenging  primitive  recreation  activities 
in  a  natural  appearing,  and  in  some  areas  very  scenic,  environment.  Of 
particular  interest  are  the  canyons  of  Wendel  Cliffs,  Wendel,  James  and  Amedee 
Canyons,  Big  and  Little  Spencer  Basins,  Skedaddle  Creek  drainages,  Hot  Springs 
Peak  and  the  Amedee  Ridge.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous  riparian  areas 
located  in  canyon  bottoms  and  around  many  springs,  aspen  groves  on  the  north 
slope  of  the  Skedaddles,  high  populations  of  nesting  raptors  including  golden 
eagles,  prairie  falcons,  great  horned  owls,  long  eared  owls,  red  tailed  hawks, 
and  high  archaeological  values  along  the  WSA's  lower  south  and  west  slopes. 
Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are  good,  particularly  birds  of  prey. 
Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  also  add  special  interest  to  the  area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  It  is  also 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  Wilderness  Study  Area. 
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The  south  and  southwestern  sides  of  the  WSA  are  subject  to  off-site  sights  and 
sounds  from:  vehicle  use  and  occasional  aircraft  landing  at  the  Sierra  Army 
Depot  located  three  to  six  miles  south  of  the  WSA;  the  depot's  ammunitions 
demolition  area  which  is  located  adjacent  to  the  WSA  with  the  actual  demoli- 
tion facility  located  1  mile  from  the  WSA  boundary;  Southern  Pacific  trains 
that  run  within  i  to  4  miles  of  the  WSA's  southern  boundary;  a  geothermal/ 
woodburning  power  plant  planned  for  construction  in  1985,  2  miles  west  of  the 
WSA;  and  regular  but  unorganized  motorcycle  riding  on  sand  and  gravel  slopes 
that  form  the  basal  area  along  the  WSA's  south  and  southwest  sides.  These 
influences  adversely  affect  the  opportunity  for  experiencing  solitude  on 
portions  of  the  WSA's  south  and  west  sides.  The  rest  of  the  WSA  would  not  be 
influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  to  the  west 
and  north  and  wilderness  management  by  BLM  to  the  east  would  not  be  expected 
to  adversely  affect  wilderness  management  or  wilderness  experiences. 

The  WSA  appears  natural  but  has  the  evidence  of  man  present  in  the  form  of 
access  ways  located  along  the  north  slope  of  the  Skedaddles,  Skedaddle  Creek, 
and  along  the  east  slopes  of  the  WSA. 

The  area  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilderness  character 
after  all  the  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
The  lower,  gradual  slopes  on  the  west,  northwest  and  north  periphery  of  the 

WSA  allow  for  fairly  easy  cross  country  vehicle  access.  Off-road  vehicle  use 
would  be  very  difficult  to  control  and  would  adversely  affect  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  these  areas. 

There  are  10  parcels  of  private  inholdings  totaling  1,560  acres  owned  by  three 
private  landowners.  Two  of  the  three  landowners  are  livestock  permittees. 
All  private  inholdings  but  one  are  managed  by  their  owners  for  livestock 
grazing  and  have  developed  water  on  them  requiring  periodic  maintenance.  The 
exception  is  a  160  acre  parcel  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee  and  that 
does  not  have  developed  water  or  access. 

Portions  of  the  WSA  have  been  identified  for  two  potential  routes  for  a 
proposed  utility  corridor.  These  potential  routes  are  along  the  northern  and 
eastern  sides  of  the  WSA.  Seven  placer  claims  for  perlite  involving  approx- 
imately 100  acres  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  the  WSA.  No  development 
has  occurred,  however,  a  cherrystem  road  accesses  the  claim  area.  Two  areas 
of  the  WSA  along  its  western  edge  are  within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal 
Resource  Area  (KGRA) .  One  KGRA  block  of  940  acres  is  located  on  the  Wendel 
Cliffs  and  would  be  very  difficult  to  develop  from  on  site.  The  second  area, 
480  acres,  is  on  lower  alluvial  slopes  and  could  be  developed.  No  interest 
has  been  shown  in  developing  these  parcels,  however,  geothermal  development  is 
occurring  2  miles  to  the  west  of  the  WSA  on  level  valley  floor  areas. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  the  closure  of  existing  cherrystem 
roads  and  ways  with  recreational  use,  primarily  hunting. 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 
Present  gathering  efforts  have  been  successful  using  existing  trap  sites  just 
outside  the  WSA  in  tha  adjacent  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

95,025  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

21  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion. All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue 
(i.e.,  hunting,  grazing). 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  abound  throughout  the  WSA.  Most  of  the  WSA's 
90,000+  acres  are  virtually  undisturbed  by  factors  that  adversely  impact 
solitude.   Apparent  naturalness  occurs  throughout  the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  available  throughout  the  WSA, 
however,  areas  of  highest  interest  are  located  on  the  northern  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  WSA  where  the  canyons,  peaks  and  escarpments  of  Dry  Valley  Rim 
provide  good  opportunities  for  challenging  hiking,  exploration,  and  destina- 
tion type  features.  Features  of  particular  interest  are  Red  Rock,  Parker,  and 
Thomas  Canyons,  and  Dry  Valley  Ridge  Crest. 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  Dry  Valley  Rim  and  wildlife.  The  rim 
provides  scenic  interest,  dramatic  vertical  relief,  and  affords  excellent 
vistas  from  atop  its  1000  to  1500  foot  escarpment.  Wildlife  is  also  of 
particular  interest  in  the  WSA  with  good  opportunities  for  viewing  deer, 
antelope,  sage  grouse,  chukar  and  eagles.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild 
horses  are  also  good. 

The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
area  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  areas. 

The  Southern  end  of  the  WSA  would  be  adversely  impacted  by  the  off-site  sights 
and  sounds  of  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  Demolition  Area,  and  from  the  sound  of  one 
to  five  daily  freight  trains  that  pass  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  WSA. 
Non-wilderness  management  of  surrounding  BLM  land  is  for  livestock  grazing 
which  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  exper- 
iences. There  is  1  1/4  miles  of  a  20'  wide  distribued  surface  above  an 
underground  telephone  cable  in  the  NW  edge  of  the  WSA.  In  addition,  five 
placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  No 
development  has  occurred  on  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for  future 
development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed  location  of  the 
claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Three  potential  alignments  for  utility 
corridors  have  been  proposed  along  the  north,  west,  and  east  sides  of  the  WSA. 
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Livestock  water  facilities  and  access  ways  that  penetrate  from  1  to  5  miles 
into  the  WSA  are  scattered  through  the  WSA  but  are  low  profile  and  do  not 
adversely  impact  naturalness. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  character  after  all  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the 
present  boundaries.  Open  terrain  adjacent  to  much  of  the  west  and  south 
boundaries  and  along  portions  of  the  east  boundary  afford  numerous  oppor- 
tunities for  cross  country  vehicle  travel  that  occurs  in  association  with 
hunting.  Control  of  this  activity  would  present  a  very  difficult  man- 
ageability problem  with  the  existing  WSA  boundaries.  Adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  through  pioneering  of  new  ways  and  rutting  would  result.  Solitude 
would  be  adversely  impacted  during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Occasional 
motorcycle  riding  through  the  WSA  would  also  be  difficult  to  control  and  would 
have  occasional  adverse  impacts  on  solitude. 

Eight  private  inholding  are  owned  by  one  livestock  permittee  and  are  managed 
for  livestock.  Developed  springs  are  located  on  7  of  the  8  parcels. 
Motorized  access  may  be  required  for  maintenance. 

Wilderness  designation  would  greatly  reduce  the  heavy  recreational  hunting  use 
the  WSA  receives  through  prohibition  of  motorized  access.  In  addition  wilder- 
ness designation  would  limit  but  not  prevent  motorized  access  as  a  tool  for 
livestock  management  and  the  construction  of  projects  to  support  grazing  and 
other  multiple  use  benefits.  Identified  water  development  needs  are  located 
throughout  the  WSA  but  are  particularly  needed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
WSA. 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 

Grazing  and  the  seven  pre  FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfathered 
uses.  Grazing  use  would  not  impair  wilderness.  Mining  claim  development 
would  degrade  wilderness  but  development  potential  is  considered  low.  All 
private  inholdings  are  managed  for  livestock  watering.  This  management  is  not 
expected  to  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

47,315  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

27  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  Wilderness 
designation. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.   Special  features 
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within  the  WSA  include  a  low  rimmed,  2001  deep,  mile  wide  volcanic  caldera, 
Hole-in-the-Ground.  Half  of  the  caldera,  however,  is  privately  owned. 
Another  special  feature  is  the  canyon  of  Buffalo  Creek's  South  Fork.  Buffalo 
Creek's  North  Fork  Canyon  lies  partially  within  the  WSA. 

None  of  the  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  off-site  sights  and  sounds.  Non- 
wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  surrounding  lands  of  the  WSA  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  would 
provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation  within  a  day's 
driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  WSA  is  located 
within  100  miles  of  four  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed 
WSA. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wild- 
erness character  after  all  existing  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed 
because  of  open  terrain.  Cross  country  vehicle  access  would  be  difficult  to 
control  on  the  WSA's  north,  west  and  south  periphery  because  of  relatively 
level  to  gradual  sloping  terrain.  Uncontrolled  vehicle  access  would  adversely 
impact  opportunities  for  solitude  and  naturalness  in  these  areas.  Construc- 
tion of  effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to 
freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  Patroling  the  area  to  control  viola- 
tions would  be  expensive  and  impractical  due  to  the  large  areas  of  open 
country  requiring  patrols  where  wilderness  values  are  relatively  low. 

Of  the  eleven  private  inholdings,  only  one  parcel  is  owned  by  a  livestock 
permittee  who  manages  for  livestock.  The  owner  of  the  remaining  ten  private 
inholdings  has  a  history  of  not  cooperating  with  BLM.  These  parcels  are  not 
currently  receiving  any  intensive  use,  however,  potential  exists  for  agri- 
cultural or  recreational  uses  that  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  and 
solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The  locations  and  number  of  these  parcels 
deep  within  the  WSA  would  present  manageability  problems.  The  evidence  of  man 
is  scattered  through  the  WSA  in  numerous  ways  and  an  east-west  fenceline 
across  the  northeastern  end  of  the  WSA. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  area  is  unknown.  No  other  energy  or 
mineral  values  have  been  identified.  A  potential  utility  corridor  route 
passes  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA.  This  alignment  is  considered  to 
have  lower  potential  for  actual  development  than  other  alignments  that 
traverse  the  area  outside  this  WSA. 

Wilderness  designation  would  eliminate  much  of  the  recreational  hunting  use 
the  WSA  receives  through  restriction  of  vehicle  access. 

Wilderness  designation  Will  not  effect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 
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WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

91,405  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

15  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Twin  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would 
continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  The  WSA  provides 
excellent  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  in  a  large 
rugged  land  form  in  a  natural  appearing  condition.  Physical  relief  is  the 
primary  special  feature  within  the  WSA.  The  numerous  mountains,  canyons, 
rims,  and  ridges  form  a  rugged  area  largely  unaffected  by  the  imprint  of  man. 
Of  particular  interest  are  Willow  Creek  Canyon,  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon,  Chimney 
Creek  Canyon  and  Smoke  Creek  Canyon.  Archeological  National  Register  quality 
sites  are  found  in  the  southwestern  area  along  Smoke  Creek.  Occurrence  of 
additional  sites  is  expected  to  be  high  throughout  the  area  based  on  surveys 
and  physical  features.  The  riparian  portions  of  Smoke  Creek  and  Buffalo  Creek 
also  add  special  scenic,  ecological  and  wildlife  interest  to  the  area.  Oppor- 
tunities for  viewing  wildlife  are  good  with  deer,  antelope,  chukar  and  golden 
eagles  prevalent.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  and  burros  are  also 
good.  Off-site  factors  are  not  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values 
or  experiences.  The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive 
recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical 
areas.  The  WSA  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness 
Areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed  WSA. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  wilderness 
character  after  all  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the  proposed 
boundaries.  Portions  of  the  WSA  on  the  southwest,  northwest  and  east  are  open 
terrain  that  afford  cross  country  access  into  the  WSA.  Construction  of 
effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely 
roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  This  activity  would  slightly  degrade  wilder- 
ness naturalness  through  increasing  vehicle  tracks  and  establishing  new  ways. 
Slight  to  high  adverse  impacts  on  solitude  would  also  occur  depending  upon  the 
time  of  year  with  the  highest  adverse  impact  occuring  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Control  of  these  impacts  on  wilderness  qualities  through  patrol  would 
be  highly  expensive  due  to  the  large  areas  requiring  patrol  and  impractical 
because  of  the  lower  quality  wilderness  values  impacted  in  these  areas  in 
comparison  to  the  rest  of  the  WSA.  There  are  no  pre-FLPMA  valid  existing 
rights  which  would  impair  wilderness  character.  Grazing  is  the  only  grand- 
fathered use  and  this  use  would  not  impair  wilderness.  All  private  inholdings 
but  one  are  managed  for  livestock  watering.  This  management  is  not  expected 
to  change  in  the  future.  The  exception  is  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee, 
and  does  not  have  developed  water.  The  260  acre  parcel  is  located  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  WSA.  No  developments  occur  on  the  parcel  and  its 
future  use  in  unknown. 
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Portions  of  the  WSA  have  been  identified  as  two  potential  routes  for  a 
proposed  utility  corridor.  A  high  priority  route  is  located  along  the 
southern  boundary  and  a  lower  priority  route  is  located  through  the 
northeastern  portion  of  the  WSA.  No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have 
been  identified. 

In  portions  of  the  WSA  there  would  be  conflicts  with  the  closure  of  existing 
cherrystem  roads  and  ways  with  recreational  use,  primarily  hunting.  One  low 
profile  and  low  use  motorcycle  trail  located  in  Chimney  Canyon  would  also  be 
closed.  In  addition,  closure  of  roads  and  ways  and  wilderness  designation 
would  limit  but  not  prevent  motorized  access  as  a  tool  for  livestock 
management . 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 
Gathering  efforts  have  been  successful  using  existing  trap  sites  just  outside 
the  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

45,790  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  entire  Wall  Canyon  Wilderness  Study  Area  WSA  (45,790  acres)  would  be 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  major  existing  uses, 
livestock  grazing  and  wildlife  management  would  continue  under  wilderness 
management . 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  manda- 
tory characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Off-site  factors,  such  as 
sights  and  sounds  or  non-wilderness  management  of  adjacent  private  and  public 
lands,  are  not  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 
The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the  Reno,  Redding,  Medford  and  Chico 
metropolitan  areas. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
Portions  of  the  meadows  near  the  Nolan  Ranch  are  visible  from  the  boundary. 
Sage  grouse  hunters  could  easily  drive  around  a  road  closure  and  have  access 
to  the  meadow  and  adjacent  open  uplands.  There  are  no  valid  existing  rights 
which  would  degrade  existing  wilderness  values.  The  private  inholdings  are 
currently  managed  by  their  owners  for  livestock  grazing.  The  existing  ways 
(although  closed  to  the  general  public)  would  continue  to  be  infrequently  used 
by  private  landowners  for  access  to  these  parcels. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

Wilderness  designation  would  eliminate  much  of  the  heavy  hunting  use  the 
northern  third  of  the  WSA  receives  yearly. 
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There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

52,143  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

600  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

20  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  and  Boundary 

Road  Closure 

The  entire  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (52,143  acres)  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  Additionally,  the  northern  boundary  road 
would  be  closed,  creating  a  much  larger  wilderness  area  with  the  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon  and  High  Rock  Canyon  WSAs  (913A  and  913B);  two  private  parcels  totaling 
approximately  130  acres  would  be  acquired;  and  a  public  non-WSA  inclusion 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  major 
existing  uses;  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife  management  would  continue  under 
wilderness  management. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  roads,  particularly  Nevada  Highway  34  and  the  High  Rock  Lake  Road, 
would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade  wilderness 
solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to  these  roads.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA 
would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM 
on  all  but  the  north  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness 
values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  contains  abundant  special  features.  The 
spectacular  gorges  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  McConnell  Canyons  with  their 
vertical  walls  and  riparian  zones  in  the  bottom  combined  with  extremely  high 
wildlife  values  and  historic  values  contribute  to  the  uniqueness  of  the  WSA. 
Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  been  designated  an  ACEC  due  to  these  special 
features.  The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive 
recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the  Reno  and  Redding 
metropolitan  areas.  The  WSA  is  contiguous  to  three  other  WSAs:  High  Rock 
Lake,  High  Rock  Canyon,  Yellow  Rock  Canyon. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  internal  ways  are  closed  and  the  northern  boundary 
road  is  closed.  The  western  half  and  a  small  portion  at  the  northeastern 
corner  of  the  WSA  lack  significant  vegetational  and  topographic  barriers. 
Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would 
continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  This  would  degrade  wilder- 
ness naturalness  and  solitude  on  approximately  half  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which  would  degrade  wilderness  character. 
An  area  of  6,600  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  WSA  would  require  periodic 
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(15-25  years)  re-treatment  with  herbicides  to  remain  productive.  The 
remaining  private  inholding  is  currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  Due 
to  the  location  of  the  inholding,  activities  which  occur  would  not  degrade  the 
area's  overall  wilderness  characteristics. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  The  northern 
half  of  the  WSA  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  previous  land  use 
decision  designated  to  maintain  the  primitive  character  of  the  High  Rock  area. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  recreational  users  of  the  closed 
boundary  road.  This  use  occurs  primarily  during  the  summer  and  fall  as  a 
result  of  motorized  hunting,  rockhounding  and  sightseeing.   Existing  ways 

north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  would  remain  passable  due  to  continued  use  of 
vehicles  to  support  sheep  grazing  (herders,  camp-tenders  and  FWS  trappers). 

There  would  be  conflicts  with  construction  and  maintenance  of  seeding  and 
spray  projects  to  support  grazing.  There  is  one  proposed  seeding  at  the  south 
end  of  the  WSA  which  would  be  foregone  under  wilderness  management.  The 
portion  of  the  WSA  north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  minimal  project  devel- 
opment and  an  identified  need  for  additional  water  developments.  Specific 
designs  and  locations  have  not  been  established,  but  project  implementation 
could  be  limited  by  wilderness  designation. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

13,050  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

13  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Boundary  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (13,050  acres)  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  Additionally,  the  boundary  roads  on  the 
northern,  eastern,  and  southern  boundaries  would  be  closed,  creating  a  much 
larger  wilderness  area  with  the  High  Rock  Canyon  and  Little  High  Rock  Canyon 
WSA  (913B  and  913).  The  major  existing  uses,  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife 
management  would  continue  under  wilderness  management. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  None  of  the  WSA 
would  be  significantly  degraded  by  off-site  sights  and  sounds.  Non-wilderness 
management  by  BLM  on  lands  to  the  west  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  expected  to 
adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  is  a 
colorful,  rim-bound  gorge  with  high  scenic  and  wildlife  values.  The  area 
would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation  within  a 
day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the  Reno  and  Redding  metropolitan  areas.  The 
WSA  is  contiguous  to  two  other  WSAs  (High  Rock  Canyon  and  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon) . 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  internal  ways  are  closed  and  after  the 
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boundary  roads  are  closed.  The  flats  and  benches  north  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
have  no  topographical  or  vegetational  boundaries  which  would  prevent  vehicle 
access.  The  same  situation  would  exist  in  a  small  area  along  the  western 
boundary.  Continuing  vehicle  trespass  would  impair  wilderness  values  in  these 
areas.  There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which  would  degrade  existing 
wilderness  character. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  The  southern 
two-thirds  of  the  WSA  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  previous 
land  use  plan  decision  designed  to  maintain  the  primitive  character  of  the 
High  Rock  area. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  recreational  users  of  the  boundary 
roads.  This  use  occurs  primarily  during  the  summer  and  fall  for  hunting, 
rock-hounding  and  sightseeing.  Existing  ways  would  remain  passable  due  to 
continued  use  of  vehicles  to  support  sheep  grazing  (herders,  camp  tenders  and 
FWS  trappers). 

The  WSA  has  minimal  project  development  and  an  identified  need  for  addi- 
tional water  developments.  Specific  designs  and  locations  have  not  been 
established,  but  project  implementation  could  be  limited  by  wilderness 
designation. 

WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

33,300  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

1,000  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

17  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Boundary  Road  Closure 

The  entire  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (33,300  acres)  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  Additionally,  the  roads  which  form  the 
entire  western  boundary  would  be  closed,  creating  a  much  larger  wilderness 
area  with  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSAs  (913A  and 
913).  The  parcels  of  public  surface/private  minerals  (1,000  acres)  in  High 
Rock  Canyon  would  be  included  in  the  designated  area.  The  major  existing 
uses;  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife  management  would  continue  under 
wilderness  management. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  for  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  High 
Rock  Canyon  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade 
wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to  High  Rock  Canyon.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non- 
wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  the  north  and  southeast  would  not  be  expected 
to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  contains 
abundant  special  features.   The  spectacular  vertical  walls  of  High  Rock, 
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Yellow  Rock,  Mohogany  and  Grassy  Canyons  combined  with  the  extremely  high 
wildlife  values  and  the  rich  cultural  values  from  the  adjacent  Lassen- 
Applegate  Trail  and  prehistoric  sites  contribute  to  the  uniqueness  of  the 
WSA.  This  portion  of  the  WSA  has  been  designated  an  Area  of  Critical  Environ- 
mental Concern  (ACEC) .  The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or 
primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the  Reno  and 
Redding  metropolitan  areas.  The  WSA  is  contiguous  to  four  other  WSAs :  High 
Rock  Lake,  East  Fort  High  Rock  Canyon,  Little  High  Rock  Canyon,  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  character  after  all  internal  ways  are  closed  and  the  western 
boundary  road  is  closed.  The  northern  lobe  of  the  WSA  is  a  rolling  upland 
with  low  sagebrush  vegetation  and  few  topographic  barriers.  Construction  of 
effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely 
roam  the  area.  This  would  degrade  solitude  on  the  northern  third  of  the  WSA. 
There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which  would  degrade  existing  wilderness 
character.  The  public  surface/private  minerals  inholdings  have  no  history  of 
mineral  activity  and  are  not  expected  to  be  developed  in  the  future.  The 
parcels  were  identified  in  the  Bureau's  planning  process  for  future  acquisi- 
tion of  mineral  rights.  Assuming  that  minerals  were  developed  on  the  parcels, 
the  activities  would  not  degrade  the  areas  overall  wilderness  characteristics. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Active  explora- 
tion for  minerals  is  occurring  in  the  northwestern  corner.  All  of  the  WSA 
except  for  the  northwestern  lobe  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a 
land  use  plan  decision  designated  to  maintain  the  primitive  character  of  the 
High  Rock  area. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  recreational  users  of  the  boundary 
roads.  This  use  occurs  primarily  during  the  summer  and  fall  as  a  result  of 
motorized  hunting,  rockhounding,  and  sightseeing.  Existing  ways  would  remain 
passable  due  to  continued  use  of  vehicles  to  support  sheep  grazing  (herders, 
camp-tenders,  and  trappers). 

The  WSA  has  minimal  project  development  and  an  identified  need  for  additional 
water  developments  and  fencing.  Specific  designs  and  locations  have  not  been 
established,  but  project  implementation  could  be  limited  by  wilderness 
designation. 

WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

52,000  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

3,320  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

The  entire  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (52,000  acres)  would  be  recommended 
as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.   Additionally,  one  160  acre  parcel  of 
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private  land  would  be  acquired  and  all  split  estate  lands  would  be  managed  as 
wilderness. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  High 
Rock  Canyon  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade 
wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to  High  Rock  Canyon.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non- 
wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  the  north  and  east  would  not  be  expected  to 
adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  contains  abundant 
special  features.  The  spectacular  vertical  walls  of  High  Rock  and  the  East 
Fork  Canyons  combined  with  the  extremely  high  wildlife  values  and  the  rich 
cultural  values  from  the  adjacent  Lassen-Applegate  Trail,  old  homesteads  and 
prehistoric  sites  contribute  to  the  uniqueness  of  the  WSA.  This  portion  of 
the  WSA  has  been  designated  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC) 
due  to  these  special  features.  The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for 
solitude  or  primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the 
Reno  and  Redding  metropolitan  areas.  The  WSA  is  contiguous  to  two  other 
WSAs :   High  Rock  Lake  and  High  Rock  Canyon. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries.  The 
northern  third  of  the  WSA  is  a  rolling  upland  with  low,  sparse  vegetation  and 
few  topographic  barriers.  Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impos- 
sible and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  the  area.  The  portion  east 
of  the  District  boundary  fence  and  north  of  the  way  between  High  Rock  Canyon 
and  the  fenceline  would  also  have  the  same  problem.  This  would  degrade 
wilderness  values  on  those  portions.  There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which 
would  degrade  wilderness  character.  The  public  surface/private  minerals 
inholdings  have  no  history  of  mineral  activity  and  are  not  expected  to  be 
developed  in  the  future.  These  parcels  have  been  identified  in  the  planning 
process  for  future  acquisition  of  the  mineral  rights.  Assuming  that  mineral 
rights  were  developed  on  these  parcels,  the  activities  would  not  degrade  the 
areas  overall  wilderness  characteristics.  There  are  two  private  inholdings 
currently  managed  for  grazing.  A  change  in  the  management  on  the  inholding 
would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  entire  designated  area. 

One  area  of  potential  mineral  value  could  be  significantly  impacted  by 
wilderness  designation.  Stream  sediment  analysis  reveals  an  area  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  WSA  with  significantly  elevated  values  for  barium,  an 
indicator  of  precious  minerals.  No  significant  energy  or  minerals  values  have 
been  identified  on  the  remainder  of  the  WSA.  The  southern  two-thirds  of  the 
WSA  west  of  the  fenceline  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a 
previous  land  use  plan  decision  designated  to  maintain  the  primitive  character 
of  the  High  Rock  area. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
maintenance. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  wilderness  designation  and  wild 
horse  management.   A  trap  site  in  the  northwestern  corner  is  used  to  gather 
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horses  on  the  eastern  half  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  designation  would  prevent 
the  road  maintenance  required  for  use  of  the  trap  site.  Location  and 
development  of  a  new  trap  site  which  would  lead  to  significantly  higher  horse 
management  costs. 

There  would  be  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to  support 
grazing  or  other  multiple  use  benefits.  Two  proposed  seedings  would  be 
foregone  at  the  northern  end  of  the  WSA.  There  are  three  to  five  proposed 
watershed  structures  in  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA.  These  structures  would 
not  be  constructed  under  wilderness  designation. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

24,130  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

10  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  (24,130  acres)  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  The  western  boundary 
would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  from  the  Toney  Ranch,  Nevada 
Highway  34  and  the  Macy  Flat  Road  which  would  degrade  wilderness  solitude 
experience  below  the  Toney  Rim  and  on  Macy  Flat.  The  rest  of  the  WSA  would 
not  be  influenced  by  off site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  to  the 
west  and  north  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (FWS)  management  to  the  east  and 
south  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  exper- 
iences. The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive 
recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of  the  Reno  and  Redding 
metropolitan  areas.  The  area  is  contiguous  to  one  unit  of  administratively 
endorsed  WSA  on  the  Sheldon  Refuge  (FWS). 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
Macy  Flat  is  a  sparsely  vegetated  playa  over  which  vehicles  have  free  acess 
during  the  dry  season;  vehicles  would  continue  to  roam  freely.  This  would 
degrade  wilderness  solitude  on  Macy  Flat.  There  are  no  valid  existing  rights 
which  would  degrade  existing  wilderness  character.  A  small  area  along  the 
western  boundary  will  require  periodic  (15-25  years)  retreatment  with  her- 
bicides to  remain  productive.  The  private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  by 
their  owners  for  livestock  grazing;  however,  this  management  is  subject  to 
change.  Due  to  the  location  of  inholdings  along  the  western  portion  of  the 
WSA,  activities  which  occur  on  the  inholdings  would  not  degrade  the  area's 
overall  wilderness  characteristics. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 
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Wilderness  designation  would  eliminate  much  of  the  heavy  recreational  hunting 
use  the  WSA  receives  due  to  its  proximity  to  the  "Little  Sheldon"  (a  non- 
hunting  area). 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

110,000  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

9  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

The  entire  Massacre  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Most  of  the  southern  and 
western  boundaries  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  from  Nevada 
Highway  34  and  8A,  and  a  large  interstate  powerline.  These  factors  would 
degrade  wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  (1-2  miles  wide)  along  most  of 
the  affected  boundaries.  The  potential  development  of  the  Lone  Pine  Mining 
District  on  the  northern  boundary  could  pose  significant  off-site  problems  for 
a  limited  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  rest  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by 
off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  the  south  and  west  and 
by  FWS  on  the  north  and  east  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect 
wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  contains  exceptional  archaeological 
values  in  the  western  half.  The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude 
or  primitive  or  unconfined  recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time  (5  hours)  of 
the  Reno  and  Redding  metropolitan  areas. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
The  southern  edge  and  a  portion  of  the  western  half  are  cut  by  a  series  of 
ways  across  low  sagebrush,  crested  wheatgrass  and  sprayed  areas.  At  these 
locations,  barriers  could  not  effectively  stop  vehicle  access  and  the  con- 
tinuing vehicle  trespass  would  degrade  wilderness  solitude  values  in  these 
portions.  There  are  two  powerline  and  road  right-of-ways  on  the  western 
boundary.  One  powerline  has  been  constructed  with  a  second  line  planned  for 
future  construction.  Three  areas  (7,600  acres  have  been  sprayed  and  seeded) 
will  be  treated  with  herbicides  on  a  15  to  25  year  cycle  to  maintain  existing 
livestock  forage  productivity.  The  private  inholdings  are  currently  managed 
by  their  owners  for  livestock  grazing;  however,  this  management  is  subject  to 
change. 

The  WSA  contains  portions  of  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District  which  has  produced 
mercury  ore  and  is  currently  being  assessed  for  precious  metals.  Significant 
levels  of  exploration  or  development  outside  the  WSA  would  degrade  wilderness 
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solitude  in  adjacent  portions  of  the  WSA.   In  the  remainder  of  the  WSA  no 
significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

Wilderness  designation  would  prevent  the  seeding  of  675  acres  southwest  of 
Massacre  Lake.   This  seeding  was  planned  as  part  of  AMP  implementation. 

Designation  would  also  eliminate  the  yearly  harvest  of  50  to  75  cords  of 
juniper  fuelwood  from  the  Little  Basin  area. 

Designation  could  prevent  the  scientific  excavation  of  one  or  more  archaeo- 
gical  sites  on  the  Massacre  Bench. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

15,090  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
5,560  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  without  significant  resource 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-1).  All 
multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e., 
hunting,  fishing,  livestock  grazing).  The  non-suitable  areas  include  the 
lower  slopes  east  of  Tunnison  Mountain  that  receive  heavy  motorized  hunting 
use;  heavily  used  access  ways  along  the  eastern  and  western  boundary;  and  the 
southern  section  of  the  WSA  south  of  the  cherry  stem  road  and  way  to  The 
Crossing  deleted  because  of  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  needs  and 
heavy  motorized  use  north  of  the  southern  boundary  road.  Additional  boundary 
adjustments  were  made  to  eliminate  narrow  peninsulas  after  resource  conflicts 
were  removed.  Elimination  of  these  areas  because  of  resource  conflicts 
creates  two  suitable  areas  of  7,100  and  7,990  acres  separated  by  the  Long 
Canyon  cherry  stem  road  and  open  terrain  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  road.  The 
two  separate  areas  are  over  5,000  acres  and  contain  the  mandatory  wilderness 
characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

In  addition  to  the  mandatory  characteristics,  the  southern  recommended 
suitable  area  contains  special  features  that  are  primarily  centered  around 
Willow  Creek  and  Willow  Creek  Canyon.  These  features  include  a  trout  fishery 
in  Willow  Creek,  diverse  riparian  vegetation  along  the  creek,  ponderosa  pine 
within  parts  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon  and  along  portions  of  the  north  rim,  and 
archaeological  sites  within  the  canyon.  Tunnison  Mountain  contains  a  variety 
of  ecotypes  including  riparian  along  its  base  at  Willow  Creek,  ponderosa  pine 
and  juniper  stands  on  the  lower  south  slopes,  sage  brush  and  grass  slopes, 
stringer  meadows  along  hillside  springs  and  mountain  mohogany  stands  along 
ridge  crests  and  small  rims. 

The  recommended  suitable  areas  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan 
statistical  areas.  They  are  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated 
wilderness  areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

Offsite  sights  and  sounds  which  the  areas  are  subject  to  and  which  may  degrade 
opportunities  for  solitude  include  vehicle  traffic  on  Horse  Lake  Road  and 
Highway  139,  sound  from  Southern  Pacific  trains  to  the  east  and  sound  from 
agricultural  activities  on  private  land  along  Willow  Creek  west  of  the  WSA. 
Non-wilderness  management  by  the  BLM  on  the  north,  east  and  south  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  Use  and 
development  of  8  parcels  of  private  land  within  the  WSA  may  create  unnatural 
structures  and  access  ways,  and  cause  disturbance  of  solitude. 

The  northern  half  of  the  WSA  would  be  difficult  to  manage  for  preservation  of 
wilderness  values  because  of  the  presence  of  four  private  inholdings  that  have 
potential  for  development  of  hunting  and  fishing  cabins. 
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Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not  impair 
the  existing  wilderness  character.  USGS  considers  the  entire  WSA  to  have 
potential  value  for  geothermal,  however,  no  leases  have  been  issued  and  no 
exploratory  activity  has  occurred.  Otherwise,  no  significant  energy  or 
mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

The  area  including  and  south  of  The  Crossing  cherrystem  road  and  way  were 
deleted  because  of  the  potential  need  for  this  area  as  part  of  an  east-west 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor.  Realignment  of  the  corridor  further  south  of 
the  WSA  does  not  appear  feasible  and  therefore  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  was 
deleted.  Open  terrain  adjacent  to  the  southern  boundary  also  causes  manage- 
ability problems  in  this  area. 

Non-designation  of  5,560  acres  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of  wilderness 
characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time 
through  recreational  and  livestock  operator  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the 
WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in 
the  future.  If  the  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  is  developed  through  the 
non-suitable  area,  naturalness  would  be  adversely  impacted  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

25,220  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
23,240  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Five  Springs  WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-3). 

The  suitable  area  has  the  mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and 
outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation.   Special  features  are  limited  in  the  alternative. 

Most  identified  National  Register  archeology  sites  in  the  WSA  under  Alter- 
native I  are  located  outside  the  area  covered  by  this  alternative  although 
good  potential  exists  for  location  of  other  sites  within  this  alternative's 
area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
area  is  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

Most  of  the  suitable  area  would  not  be  adversely  impacted  by  off-site  sights 
and  sounds.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  surrounding  lands  of  the  WSA 
would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experience. 
Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  in  the  southwestern  side  of  the  WSA  may 
occasionally  occur  from  the  sounds  of  farm  machinery  on  irrigated  private  land 
1  to  2  miles  from  the  suitable  area. 
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The  area  could  be  managed  to  preserve  its  wilderness  character  after  all 
existing  cherry  stem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the  boundaries  of  this 
alternative.  It  would  still  be  difficult  to  prevent  cross  country  travel  in 
some  sections  of  the  suitable  area  which  would  result  in  occasional  degration 
of  solitude  and  naturalness. 

Grazing  is  the  only  exiting  pre-FLPMA  grandfathered  use.  Private  land  within 
the  suitable  area  consists  of  one  40  acre  parcel  located  near  the  top  of  Rush 
Creek  Mountain  and  one  80  acre  parcel  of  private  land  located  near  the  western 
edge  of  the  suitable  area.  No  access  ways  exist  to  these  parcels  and  no 
facilities  are  located  on  them.  Grazing  privilidges  of  the  owner  of  the  80 
acre  parcel  near  the  suitable  area  boundary  have  been  revoked  by  court  order 
because  of  past  repeat  violations  of  BLM  grazing  license  provisions. 

Two  oil  and  gas  leases  are  located  in  the  central  portion  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  surface  disturbing  exploration  are  development  has  occurred.  No 
other  mineral  or  energy  values  are  located  within  the  suitable  area.  A  high 
priority  potential  utility  corridor  located  within  Alternative  I  has  been 
deleted  from  this  Alternative. 

Impacts  are  significantly  less  under  this  Alternative  than  under  Alternative  I 
because  most  existing  facilities  are  located  oustide  the  suitable  area.  A 
proposed  allotment  fence  and  several  water  developments  are  proposed  to 
benefit  livestock  and  implement  Allotment  Management  Plans. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  is  not  expected  to  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation. 

Non-designation  of  23,240  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open.  "The  predominant  use 
of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is 
selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would 
adversely  impact  naturalness. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

32,640  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
31,150  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountains  WSA  without  significant  resource 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-5).  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The  suitable  area  contains  the  core  area  of  the 
WSA  encompassing  the  Skedaddle  Mountains,  the  Wendel  Cliffs,  portions  of  the 
Amedee  Mountains  north  of  the  Amedee  ridge  crest,  and  Big  and  Little  Spenser 
Basins.  This  area  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  in  a  natural  appearing  environment.  The  non-suitable  areas  are 
located  as  follows:   All  area  north  of  and  including  Jenkins,  Antelope  and 
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Morgan  Springs,  the  Skedaddle  Creek  access  roads  and  ways,  open  slopes  on  the 
eastern  boundary,  Spencer  Creek  cherrystem  access  road,  the  south  slope  of  the 
Amedee  Mountains,  and  open  slopes  west  of  Wendel  Cliffs. 

Significant  resource  conflicts  that  caused  deletion  of  areas  from  this 
alternative  are:  historic  high  levels  of  off-highway  vehicle  use  during  the 
fall  hunting  season  on  access  ways  and  open  terrain  on  portions  of  the  north, 
east  and  south  sides  of  the  WSA;  sights  and  sounds  of  ammunition  detonations 
on  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  site  adjacent  to  the  WSA's  southern 
boundary;  a  high  priority  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  on  the  WSA's 
northern  boundary.  Five  low  use  access  ways  will  require  closure.  Canyon 
bottom  or  hillside  locations  of  these  ways  provide  for  good  control  points. 

The  suitable  area  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  due  to  the  rugged  mountainous  land  form  that  comprises  the  areas 
covered  by  this  alternative.  Many  peaks,  ridges  and  canyons  afford  excellent 
opportunities  for  exploration  and  challenging  primitive  recreation  activities 
in  a  natural  appearing,  and  in  many  areas,  very  scenic  environment. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  canyons  of  Wendel  Cliffs,  Wendel,  James  and 
Amedee  Canyons,  Big  and  Little  Spencer  Basins,  Skedaddle  Creek  drainages,  Hot 
Springs  Peak  and  the  Amedee  Ridge  Crest.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous 
riparian  areas  located  in  canyon  bottoms  and  around  many  springs,  aspen  groves 
on  the  north  slope  of  the  Skedaddles,  high  populations  of  nesting  raptors, 
including  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  great  horned  owls,  long  eared  owls, 
red  tailed  hawks,  and  high  archaeological  values  along  the  WSA's  lower  south 
and  west  slopes.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are  good,  particularly 
birds  of  prey.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  also  add  special 
interest  to  the  area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  It  is  also 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  adminis- 
tratively endorsed  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

With  deletion  of  most  of  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  from  this 
alternative,  adverse  impacts  to  wilderenss  qualities  from  outside  influences 
are  greatly  reduced.  However,  portions  of  the  Skedaddle  and  Amedee  Mountain 
ridge  crests  and  the  western  facing  escarpment  of  the  Wendel  Cliffs  located 
within  the  suitable  area  are  subject  to  the  same  outside  influences  described 
in  Alternative  I.  Impacts  are  intermittent  and  vary  from  slight  to  moderate 
reduction  in  the  opportunity  for  solitude. 

The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land  to  the  northwest,  north 
and  east,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  hunting  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  would  be  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
seasonal  influx  of  hunters  in  these  areas  during  the  fall.  Impacts  would  be 
slight. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  manageable  with  few  conflicts. 
Manageability   could   be   improved,   however,   in   two   areas.    Manageability 
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problems  of  controlling  vehicles  from  pioneering  short  periferal  ways  south  of 
the  Spencer  Creek  cherrystem  access  road  and  north  of  the  Skedaddle  Creek 
access  roads  and  ways  would  continue  under  this  alternative. 

One  parcel  of  private  land  totaling  160  acres  is  located  within  the  suitable 
area.  This  parcel  is  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee,  has  no  developed 
water  or  other  improvements  on  it  and  is  isolated  within  the  rugged  core  of 
the  suitable  area. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Seven  placer  claims  for 
perlite  involving  100  acres  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  development  has  occurred,  however,  a  cherrystem  access  road  exists 
to  the  claim  area.  There  are  720  acres  located  in  the  Wendel  Cliffs  on  the 
southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA  that  are  within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal 
Resource  Area  (KGRA) .  This  area  would  be  very  difficlut  to  develop  from  on 
site  because  of  the  very  steep  slopes  and  cliffs  that  comprise  the  parcel.  No 
interest  has  been  shown  in  developing  this  parcel,  however,  geothermal  devel- 
opment is  occurring  2  miles  to  the  west  of  this  portion  of  the  KGRA  on  level 
valley  floor  portions  of  the  KGRA. 

A  potential  but  low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the 
northeast  side  of  the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  cor- 
ridor alignment  passes  north  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  part  of  the  reason 
that  the  northern  area  was  deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 

Closure  of  5  low  use  ways  would  occur  under  this  alternative  where  use  levels 
are  considered  low.  One  motorcycle  trail  up  Thousand  Springs  Canyon  occurs 
where  no  roads  or  ways  exist.  This  trail  receives  very  light  use.  It  would 
be  closed  under  this  alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  31,150  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility 
corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line 
development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

47,340  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,685  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  without  significant  resource 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderneses  designation  (Map 
2-9).   All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue. 
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Signifcant  resource  conflicts  that  caused  deletion  of  areas  from  this 
alternative  are  historical  high  levels  of  off  highway  vehicle  use  during  the 
fall  hunting  season  on  access  ways  and  open  terrain  on  portions  of  the  west, 
east,  and  south  sides  of  the  WSA;  and  sights  and  sound  of  ammunition  deton- 
ations on  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  site  located  1.5  miles  west  of  and 
upwind  of  the  WSA's  southern  end.  The  non-suitable  areas  are:  a  swath  of 
open  terrain  from  1  to  2  miles  wide  along  the  western  side  of  the  WSA;  an 
access  way  and  adjacent  open  terrain  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek;  the 
entire  portion  of  the  WSA  east  of  the  basal  slopes  of  Dry  Valley  Rim;  and  the 
southern  4  miles  of  the  WSA. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Opportunities  for 
solitude  abound  throughout  the  suitable  area.  This  area  is  virtually  un- 
disturbed by  factors  that  adversely  impact  solitude.  Apparent  naturalness 
occurs  throughout  the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  available  throughout  the  WSA, 
however,  areas  of  highest  interest  are  located  on  the  northern  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  WSA  where  the  canyons,  peaks,  and  escrapments  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim  provide  good  opportunities  for  challenging  hiking,  exploration  and 
destination  type  features.  Features  of  particular  interest  are  Red  Rock, 
Parker,  and  Thomas  Canyons  and  Dry  Valley  Ridge  Crest. 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  centered  around  Dry  Valley  Rim  and 
wildlife.  The  rim  provides  scenic  interest,  dramatic  vertical  relief  and 
affords  excellent  vistas  from  atop  its  1000  to  1500  foot  escarpment.  Wildlife 
is  also  of  particular  interest  in  the  WSA  with  good  opportunities  for  viewing 
deer,  antelope  and  eagles.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  are  also 
good. 

The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
area  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

Off  site  sights  and  sounds  from  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility 
occasionally  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  experiencing  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  the  very  southern  end  of  the  suitable  area  because  of  sound 
impacts  from  detonations  and  smoke  and  cloud  drift.  The  southern  four  miles 
of  the  WSA  that  receives  the  highest  amount  of  adverse  impact  from  the 
demolition  activities  has  been  deleted  from  this  alternative. 

Non-wilderness  management  of  adjacent  surrounding  BLM  land  is  for  livestock 
grazing  and  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experience. 

Five  placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  No 
development  has  occurred  on  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for  future 
development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed  location  of  the 
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claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Three  potential  alignments  for  utility 
corridors  have  been  proposed  along  the  north,  west,  and  east  sides  of  the 
WSA.  However,  only  one  low  priority  alignment  passes  through  the  southwestern 
edge  of  this  alternative.  Two  other  high  priority  potential  corridors  affect- 
ing the  WSA  pass  outside  the  boundaries  of  this  alternative. 

Livestock  water  facilities  are  scattered  through  the  suitable  area  but  are  low 
profile  and  overall  do  not  adversely  impact  naturalness.  No  access  ways  are 
located  within  the  suitable  area  of  this  alternative. 

The  northwestern  portion  of  the  suitable  area  northwest  of  the  access  way  up 
the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  would  present  manageability  problems.  Open 
terrain  northwest  of  the  access  way  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek 
affords  many  opportunities  for  vehicles  to  pioneer  new  access  ways.  Presently 
such  use  is  limited  to  an  occasional  individual.  However,  if  future  use 
increased  it  would  be  difficult  to  control  due  to  the  open  terrain  and  limited 
natural  barriers.  Adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  through  pioneering  of  new 
ways  and  rutting  would  result.  Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  during 
the  fall  hunting  season. 

Four  private  inholdings  are  owned  by  one  livestock  permittee  and  are  managed 
for  livestock.  Developed  springs  are  located  on  3  of  the  4  parcels. 
Motorized  access  may  be  required  for  maintenance. 

Wilderness  designation  would  have  little  adverse  impact  on  the  heavy 
recreational  hunting  use  the  WSA  receives  because  all  major  access  routes 
remain  open  under  this  alternative.  Identified  livestock  water  development 
needs  are  located  throughout  the  WSA  but  are  particularly  needed  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  suitable  area. 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 
Occassional  motorcycle  trail  riding  through  the  WSA  would  be  difficult  to 
control  and  would  adversely  impact  solitude  on  an  intermittent  basis. 

Grazing  and  the  seven  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfathered 
uses.  Grazing  use  would  not  impair  wilderness.  Mining  claim  development 
would  impair  wilderness  but  development  potential  is  considered  low.  All 
private  inholdings  are  managed  for  livestock  watering.  This  management  is  not 
expected  to  change  in  the  future. 

Non-designation  of  47,685  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would  be 
kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this 
use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

30,080  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
17,235  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-12).  The 
non-suitable  areas  are  located  around  the  periphery  of  the  WSA  and  within  the 
WSA  where  heavy  motorized  recreation  use  occurs  on  existing  cherrystem  access 
roads,  ways,  and  on  adjacent  open  terrain. 

As  documented,  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  suitable  area 
has  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness.  Special  features  include  a 
low  rimmed,  200'  deep,  mile  wide  volcanic  caldera,  Hole-in-the-Ground.  Half 
of  the  caldera,  however,  is  privately  owned.  Other  special  features  are  the 
canyon  of  Buffalo  Creek's  South  Fork.  None  of  the  suitable  area  would  be 
adversely  impacted  by  off site  sights  and  sounds.  Non-wilderness  designation 
by  BLM  on  all  sides  would  not  impact  the  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 

The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
WSA  is  located  within  100  airmiles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  WSA. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  character  due  to  open  rolling  terrain.  Boundaries  are  located  on 
the  edge  of  present  heavy  OHV  use  areas,  but  do  not  follow  physical  features 
in  all  cases.  In  the  open  areas  construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be 
impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the 
WSA.  This  activity  would  degrade  wilderness  naturalness  and  solitude  in  these 
areas.  Maintenance  of  wilderness  values  would  be  difficult  adjacent  to  the 
large  acreage  of  6  private  inholdings  and  2  private  parcels  outside,  but 
totally  surrounded  by,  the  WSA  located  centrally  within  the  suitable  area. 
These  parcels  have  potential  for  development  of  irrigated  meadow  hay  and/or 
development  for  recreational  hunting  cabins.  Such  activities  could  adversely 
impact  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  experience  of  naturalness  on 
adjacent  relatively  open  public  lands.  Access  into  private  inholdings  would 
still  be  necessary. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  area  is  unknown.  No  significant  energy 
or  minerals  values  have  been  identified. 

Wilderness  designation  would  eliminate  some  of  the  recreational  hunting  use 
the  WSA  receives,  however,  most  heavily  used  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  remain 
open  under  this  alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation. 

Non-designation  of  17,235  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.   Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
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lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operation  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

52,920  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
38,485  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-14) .  The 
suitable  area  contains  the  majority  of  the  WSA.  The  non-suitable  areas  are: 
on  the  north  -  the  area  north  and  west  of  Al  Shinn  Canyon,  Mixie  flat  and 
access  ways  to  the  south  and  east  of  Mixie  Flat,  and  an  access  way  off  the 
Parsnip  Creek  Road  west  of  Grass  Mountain;  on  the  east  -  all  areas  east  of  the 
ridge  and  rim  that  form  the  east  side  of  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon;  on  the  south- 
east -  open  gradually  sloping  areas  below  the  more  rugged  canyons  and  ridges 
to  the  west,  an  access  way  that  extends  north  2  miles  from  the  open  lower 
slopes  to  near  Chimney  Rock  Canyon  and  Buffalo  Creek;  on  the  south  -  the  area 
south  op  a  proposed  east-west  utility  corridor  alignment  that  extends  along 
the  northern  edge  of  Township  31  N  line;  on  the  southwest  -  open  terrain  below 
rugged  canyons  and  ridges,  an  isolated  peninsula  of  the  WSA  west  of  Smoke 
Creek  Canyon,  a  300'  set  back  along  the  shinn  Ranch/Smoke  Creek  Ranch  road; 
and  on  the  west  -  all  land  west  of  a  N-S  line  between  sections  4  and  5,  T32N 
R17E.  All  of  these  areas  were  excluded  due  to  the  heavy  use  of  off  highway 
recreational  vehicles  primarily  for  hunting  and  on  the  south  because  of  the 
conflict  with  a  proposed  utility  corridor. 

The  suitable  portions  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness.  The 
suitable  area  provides  excellent  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  in  a  large  rugged  land  form  in  a  natural  appearing  condition. 
Physical  relief  is  the  primary  special  feature  within  the  suitable  area.  The 
numerous  mountains,  canyons,  rims,  and  ridges  form  a  rugged  area  largely 
unaffected  by  the  imprint  of  man.  Of  particular  interest  are  Willow  Creek 
Canyon,  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon,  Chimney  Creek  Canyon  and  Smoke  Creek  Canyon. 
Archeological  National  Register  quality  sites  are  found  in  the  southwestern 
area  along  Smoke  Creek.  Occurrence  of  additional  sites  is  expected  to  be  high 
throughout  the  area  based  on  surveys  and  physical  features.  The  riparian 
portions  of  Smoke  Creek  and  Buffalo  Creek  also  add  special  scenic,  ecological 
and  wildlife  interest  to  the  area.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are 
good  with  deer,  antelope,  chukar  and  golden  eagles  prevalent.  Opportunities 
for  viewing  wild  horses  and  burros  are  also  good.  Off  site  factors  are  not 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 
drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 
within  100  airmiles  of  four  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed 
WSA. 
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Private  land  in  three  adjacent  blocks  in  the  upper  end  of  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  WSA  is  owned  by  two  land  owners.  Vehicle 
access  down  Buffalo  Creek  is  occasionally  used  for  access  to  these  parcels  for 
livestock  management  purposes.  Manageability  of  the  suitable  area  would  be 
improved  if  the  private  lands  which  are  adjacent  to  the  Alternative  II  bound- 
ary were  removed  from  the  suitable  area.  This  would  eliminate  BLM's  need  for 
access  coordination  with  the  private  land  owner  who  lives  near  the  WSA  and  in 
a  remote  location  from  BLM  offices. 

No  significant  energy  or  minerals  value  have  been  identified.  A  potential  but 
low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes 
south  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  the  reason  that  the  southern  area  was 
deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 

No  road  or  way  closures  would  occur  under  this  Alternative  since  all  roads  and 
ways  where  motorized  use  occurs  have  been  deleted.  One  low  profile  motorcycle 
trail  occurs  in  Chimney  Canyon  where  no  roads  or  ways  exist.  This  trail 
receives  very  light  use.   It  would  be  closed  under  this  alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  desig- 
nation.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  38,485  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

29,540  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
16,250  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  a  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-18).  The 
suitable  portion  includes  all  of  the  WSA  south  of  the  Home  Camp/Duck  Lake 
fence  and  east  of  the  way  between  Boulder  Field  and  the  top  of  Boulder 
Mountain.  The  non-suitable  portion  includes  the  Indian  Valley  and  Mountain 
View  Canyon  areas  (16,250  acres).  This  was  excluded  due  to  high  hunting 
pressure. 

The  suitable  portions  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness. 
Off-site  factors  are  not  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experiences. 

One  part  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  its  wilder- 
ness character.  The  area  near  the  vicinity  of  the  Nolan  Ranch  would  remain  a 
problem  with  vehicle  trespass.  There  would  be  one  private  inholding  at  the 
Nolan  Ranch. 
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No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management  or  maintenance. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  development  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  16,250  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be 
guided  under  the  existing  Tuledad/Home  Camp  land  use  plans. 

WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

45,643  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

6,500  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  as  Suitable 

600  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  as  Suitable 

8  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

Those  portions  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  resource 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-20).  Additionally,  two  private  parcels  totalling  130  acres  would  be 
acquired  and  a  public  non-WSA  inclusion  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  status.  The  non-suitable  portions  include  the  proposed  Leadville 
seeding  and  the  existing  Denio  spray  field  (6,500  acres).  These  areas  were 
excluded  due  to  conflicts  with  existing  and  proposed  projects  needed  to 
support  livestock  grazing. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  roads,  particularly  Nevada  Highway  34  and  the  High  Rock  Lake  Road, 
would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade  wilderness 
solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to  these  roads.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA 
would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM 
on  all  sides  but  the  northern  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect 
wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA  contains  abundant  special  fea- 
tures. The  spectacular  gorges  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  McConnell 
Canyons  with  their  vertical  walls  and  riparian  zones  in  the  bottom  combined 
with  extremely  high  wildlife  values  and  historic  values  contribute  to  the 
uniqueness  of  the  WSA.  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  been  designated  an  ACEC 
due  to  these  special  features. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  ways  are  closed.  The  western  half  and  a  small 
portion  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  WSA  lack  significant  vegetational 
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and  topographic  barriers.  Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be 
impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the 
WSA.   This  would  degrade  wilderness  values  on  approximately  half  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which  would  degrade  existing  wilderness 
character.  The  remaining  private  inholding  is  currently  managed  for  livestock 
grazing.  Due  to  the  location  of  the  inholding,  activities  which  occur  would 
not  degrade  the  area's  overall  wilderness  characteristics. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  The  northern 
half  of  the  WSA  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  land  use  deci- 
sion. Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non- 
suitable  and  non-withdrawn  portions.  Existing  ways,  north  of  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon  would  remain  passable  due  to  continued  use  of  vehicles  to  support  sheep 
grazing  (herders,  camp-tenders,  and  FWS  trappers). 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  minimal  project 
development  and  an  identified  need  for  additional  water  developments. 
Specific  designs  and  locations  have  not  been  established,  but  project 
implementation  could  be  limited  by  wilderness  designation. 

Non-designation  of  6,500  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be  guided 
under  the  existing  Tuledad/Home  Camp,  Cowhead /Massacre  and  Sonoma/Gerlach  land 
use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

13,050  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  entire  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (13,050  acres)  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-23).  The  northern,  eastern,  and 
southern  boundary  roads  would  not  be  closed  as  in  Alternative  I.  Implications 
of  the  alternative  are  as  described  in  Alternative  I. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

33,300  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

1,000  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

The  entire  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  (Map  2-25).  The  boundary  roads  would  remain  open.  The 
parcels  of  public  surface/private  minerals  (1,000  acres)  in  High  Rock  Canyon 
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would  be  included  in  the  designated  area.   The  implications  of  the  alternative 
are  the  same  as  identified  in  Alternative  I. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

40,250  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

11,750  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,890  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant 
resource  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
(40,250  acres).  Additionally,  one  160  acre  parcel  of  private  land  would  be 
acquired,  and  all  split  estate  lands  within  the  suitable  portions  would  be 
designated  as  wilderness  (Map  2-27).  The  suitable  portion  includes  all  of  the 
canyons,  most  of  the  benches  to  the  east,  the  southeastern  uplands  and  the 
Yellow  Hills.  The  non-suitable  portions  are  the  potential  barite  exploration 
area  in  the  Winnemucca  District  (4,200  acres),  the  two  proposed  seeding  areas 
and  two  access  corridors  and  adjacent  lands  needed  for  wild  horse  management 
(7,550  acres). 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
madantory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  High 
Rock  Canyon  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade 
wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to  High  Rock  Canyon.  If  the 
mineral  potential  on  the  eastern  boundary  was  developed  there  would  be  signif- 
icant impacts  to  wilderness  solitude  and  recreation  on  the  adjacent  portions 
of  the  WSA.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site 
factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  the  north  and  east  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  WSA 
contains  abundant  special  features.  The  spectacular  vertical  walls  of  High 
Rock  and  the  East  Fork  Canyons  combined  with  the  extremely  high  wildlife 
values  and  the  rich  cultural  values  from  the  adjacent  Las sen-App legate  Trail, 
old  homesteads  and  prehistoric  sites  contribute  to  the  uniqueness  of  the  WSA. 
This  portion  of  the  WSA  has  been  designated  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC). 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries.  The 
northern  third  of  the  WSA  is  a  rolling  upland  with  low,  sparse  vegetation  and 
few  topographic  barriers.  Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impos- 
sible and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  the  area.  This  would  degrade 
wilderness  values  on  those  portions.  There  are  no  valid  existing  rights  which 
would  degrade  wilderness  character.  The  public  surface/private  minerals 
inholdings  have  no  history  of  mineral  activity  and  would  not  be  expected  to  be 
developed  in  the  future.  These  parcels  have  been  identified  in  the  planning 
process  for  future  acquisition  of  the  mineral  rights.  There  is  one  private 
inholding  currently  managed  for  grazing.  A  change  in  the  management  on  the 
inholding  would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  entire  designated  area. 
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No  significant  energy  or  minerals  values  have  been  identified.  The  southern 
two-thirds  of  the  WSA  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  land  use 
plan  decision.  Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the 
non-suitable  portions  which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management  or  maintenance. 

The  three  to  five  watershed  stabilization  structures  would  not  be  constructed 
under  this  Alternative. 

Non-designation  11,750  acres  would  result  in  minimum  impairment  of  the  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over 
time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  the  mineral  resource  is 
developed,  the  wilderness  values  of  the  mining  area  would  be  foregone. 
Management  would  be  guided  under  the  existing  Cowhead/Massacre  and  Sonoma/ 
Gerlach  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

12,470  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

11,660  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

3  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

Those  portions  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  without  significant  resource 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-29).  The  suitable  portion  includes  all  of  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA  and 
a  narrow  strip  along  the  eastern  boundary  in  the  southern  half.  The  non- 
suitable  portion  includes  the  strip  below  the  Toney  Rim  excluded  because  of 
the  range  seeding  requiring  regular  maintenance  and  the  western  two— thirds  of 
the  south  half  of  the  WSA  excluded  due  to  heavy  recreational  use  by  hunters 
(11,660  acres). 

The  suitable  portions  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness.  Macy 
Flat  would  remain  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  from  the  Macy  Flat 
Road.  The  remainder  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non- 
wilderness  management  of  adjacent  areas  would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  or 
experiences.  The  southeastern  corner  would  remain  contiguous  to  the  admin- 
istratively endorsed  WSA  on  the  Sheldon  Refuge  (FWS). 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
Vehicles  would  continue  to  have  access  to  Macy  Flat  during  the  dry  season. 
The  non-closure  of  ways  necessary  to  provide  access  for  hunters  would  create 
additional  problems  with  manageability  over  the  remainder  of  the  WSA.  The 
northeastern  benches  would  be  freely  accessible  to  cautious  hunters  in  4WD 
vehicles.  This  situation  presently  occurs  during  antelope  season.  The 
southeastern  corner  would  be  the  only  portion  of  the  WSA  without  relatively 
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free  access  to  vehicles.  There  would  be  one  private  inholding  (two  owners)  on 
Macy  Flat  currently  managed  for  grazing.  A  change  in  management  on  the 
inholding  would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  entire  designated  area. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portion. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management  or  maintenance. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  11,660  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock,  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was 
designated.  Management  would  be  guided  by  the  existing  Cowhead/Massacre  land 
use  plan. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

91,170  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

18,830  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

9  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closures 

Those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-31).  The 
non-suitable  portions  include  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District  and  an  adjacent 
area,  the  existing  and  proposed  seeding  and  spray  areas  and  the  Little  Basin 
woodcutting  area.  Additional  boundary  adjustments  were  made  to  eliminate 
islands  and  narrow  peninsulas  after  the  resource  conflicts  were  removed 
(18,830  acres). 

The  suitable  portions  would  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wil- 
derness. The  southern  boundary  would  continue  to  be  subject  to  off-site 
sights  and  sounds  from  Nevada  Highway  8A.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not 
be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  of  adjacent 
areas  would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  exceptional 
archaeological  values  would  remain  in  the  designated  portion. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the  wilder- 
ness character  after  all  existing  ways  are  closed  at  the  present  boundaries. 
Portions  of  the  southern  and  western  edges  are  pre-dominately  low  sagebrush 
benches.  Barriers  on  these  sites  would  not  effectively  stop  vehicle  access 
especially  during  hunting  season.  The  continuing  vehicle  trespass  would 
degrade  wilderness  solitude  values. 
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No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Designation  could  prevent  the  scientific  excavation  of  one  or  more  archaeo- 
logical sites. 

Non-designation  of  18,830  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics,  except  in  and  near  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District. 
Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  overtime.  The  predominant  use 
of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  Future  development  of  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District 
could  significantly  degrade  wilderness  character  on  1,000  acres.  Management 
would  be  guided  under  the  existing  Cowhead/Massacre  land  use  plan. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

7,660  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
12,990  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  without 
significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-2).  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness 
would  continue  (i.e.,  hunting,  fishing,  livestock  grazing).  The  non-suitable 
portions  include  everything  north  of  the  Long  Canyon;  the  southeastern  portion 
of  the  WSA  south  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon's  south  rim;  a  |  to  i  mile  strip  along 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA  and  an  isolated  peninsula  of  open  land  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  WSA.  These  areas  are  not  suitable  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  controlling  vehicle  access  in  open  areas  along  the  WSA  boundary  and 
because  of  the  large  number  of  private  inholdings  (11  parcels).  Inholdings 
have  potential  for  hunting  and  fishing  cabins  and  if  built  upon,  would  degrade 
the  naturalness  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA' s  northern  half.  Oppor- 
tunities for  solitude  also  would  be  degraded  with  the  use  of  such  recreational 
structures.  The  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  excluding  the  private  inholdings, 
is  a  long  narrow  ridge  approximately  2?  miles  in  width.  Management  capa- 
bility to  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  is  limited  within  such  a  narrow 
area.  The  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  south  of  The  Crossing  cherrystem  access 
road  and  way  is  also  deleted  because  the  area  is  part  of  a  potential  east-west 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  which  would  adversely  impact 
naturalness. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  In  addition,  the 
recommended  suitable  portion  contains  special  features  that  are  primarily 
centered  around  Willow  Creek  and  Willow  Creek  Canyon.  These  features  include 
a  trout  fishery  in  Willow  Creek,  diverse  riparian  vegetation  along  the  creek, 
ponderosa  pine  within  parts  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon  and  along  portions  of  the 
north  rim,  and  archaeological  sites  within  the  canyon.  Tunnison  Mountain 
contains  a  variety  of  ecotypes  including  riparian  along  its  base  at  Willow 
Creek,  ponderosa  pine  and  juniper  stands  on  the  lower  south  slopes,  sage  brush 
and  grass  slopes,  stringer  meadows  along  hillside  springs  and  mountain 
mohogany  stands  along  ridge  crests  and  small  rims. 

The  recommended  suitable  area  provides  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan 
statistical  areas.  It  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated 
wilderness  areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  values.  Off site  factors  would  still  influence  the  wilderness 
experience.  Closure  of  one  way  would  be  required.  Otherwise,  no  roads  or 
ways  penetrate  the  area  covered  in  this  alternative.  Possible  conflicts  with 
two  private  inholdings  may  occur  if  private  owners  require  access  for 
development  of  hunting  or  fishing  cabins  or  water  development. 
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Offsite  sights  and  sounds  which  the  area  is  subject  to  and  which  may  degrade 
opportunities  for  solitude  include  vehicle  traffic  on  Horse  Lake  Road  and 
Highway  139,  sound  from  Southern  Pacific  trains  to  the  east  and  sound  from 
agricultural  activities  on  private  land  along  Willow  Creek  west  of  the  WSA. 
Non-wilderness  management  by  the  BLM  on  the  north,  east  and  south  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  If  development 
of  two  40  acre  parcels  of  private  land  within  the  WSA  occurs,  unnatural 
structure,  access  ways  and  disturbance  of  solitude  may  result. 


Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not  degrade 
the  existing  wilderness  qualities.  Non-designation  of  12,990  acres  would 
result  in  some  minimal  impairment  of  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing 
ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and 
livestock  operator  use.  Private  parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter 
the  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

25,174  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
23,286  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Five  Springs  WSA  without  significant  resource  or 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-4).  The  non-suitable  portions  deleted  due  to  resource 
conflicts  are  discussed  in  Alternative  II.  Major  manageability  conflicts  are 
eliminated  in  this  alternative  by  deletion  of  one  private  inholding  near  the 
western  boundary  of  this  alternative.  This  parcel  is  deleted  to  improve 
manageability  and  reduce  potential  conflicts  with  a  land  owner  who  has  a 
history  of  non-cooperation  with  BLM.  Unauthorized  motorized  vehicle  access 
into  the  suitable  area  would  not  be  a  major  manageability  problem,  but  would 
continue  to  occur  along  portions  of  the  west  and  south  boundaries  due  to 
accessible  terrain  in  these  areas.  Except  for  deletion  of  the  private  parcel 
and  approximately  46  acres  of  public  land  adjacent  to  the  parcel,  this 
Alternative  is  identical  to  Alternative  II. 

The  suitable  area  has  the  mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness  and 
outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation.  Offsite  sounds  and  sites  would  not  be  significant.  Most 
identified  National  Register  Archaeology  Sites  are  located  outside  the  area 
covered  by  this  alternative  although  good  potential  exists  for  location  of 
other  sites  within  this  alternative's  area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
area  is  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 
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Most  of  the  suitable  area  would  not  be  adversely  impacted  by  off-site  sights 
and  sounds.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  surrounding  lands  of  the  WSA 
would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experience. 
Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  in  the  southwestern  side  of  the  WSA  may  occasion- 
ally occur  from  the  sounds  of  farm  machinery  on  irrigated  private  land  1  to  2 
miles  from  the  suitable  area. 

The  area  could  be  partially  managed  to  preserve  its  wilderness  character  after 
all  existing  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at  the  boundaries  in  this  Alternative. 
It  would  still  be  difficult  to  prevent  cross  country  travel  in  some  sections 
of  the  suitable  area  which  would  result  in  occasional  degradation  of  solitude 
and  naturalness. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  pre-FLPMA  grandfathered  use.  One  isolated  40 
acre  parcel  of  private  lands  is  located  within  the  suitable  area  near  the  top 
of  Rush  Creek  Mountain. 

Two  oil  and  gas  leases  are  located  in  the  central  portion  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  surface  disturbing  exploration  or  development  has  occured.  No  other 
mineral  or  energy  values  are  located  within  the  suitable  area.  A  high 
priority  potential  utility  corridor  located  within  Alternative  I  has  been 
deleted  from  this  Alternative. 

Impacts  are  significantly  less  under  this  alternative  than  under  Alternative  I 
because  most  existing  facilities  are  located  outside  the  suitable  area.  A 
proposed  allotment  fence  and  several  water  developments  are  proposed  to 
benefit  livestock  and  implement  Allotment  Management  Plans. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  is  not  expected  to  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation. 

Non-designation  of  23,286  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open.  The  predominant  use 
of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is 
selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would 
adversely  impact  naturalness. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

24,510  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
39,280  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  without  significant  resource  and 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  designation  as 
wilderness  (Map  2-6).  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would 
continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The  suitable  area  contains  the 
core  area  of  the  WSA  encompassing  the  Skedaddle  Mountains,  the  Wendel  Cliffs, 
portions  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  north  of  the  Amedee  ridge  crest,  and  Big  and 
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Little  Spenser  Basins.  This  area  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation  in  a  natural  appearing  environment.  The 
non-suitable  areas  are  located  as  follows:  All  area  north  of  and  including 
the  Skedaddle  Creek  cherrystem  access  road  and  way,  the  area  north  of  a  line 
extending  north  and  west  through  public  and  around  private  land  in  sections 
19,  8,  7  T.29N.  R.17E.  and  section  1  T.29N.  R.16E.  and  section  35  and  36 
T.30N.  R.16E.;  open  slopes  on  the  eastern  boundary;  the  land  south  of  the 
cherrystem  access  road  up  Spencer  Creek  to  and  including  2  private  parcels  in 
section  25,  T.29N.  R.16E.  and  30  T.29N.  R. 17E. ;  the  south  slope  of  the  Amedee 
Mountains,  and  open  slopes  west  of  Wendel  Cliffs. 

Significant  resource  and  manageability  conflicts  are  the  reason  for  deletion 
of  non-suitable  areas.  Significant  resource  conflicts  that  caused  deletion  of 
areas  from  this  alternative  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II:  historic  high 
levels  of  off-highway  vehicle  use  during  the  fall  hunting  season  on  access 
ways  and  open  terrain  on  portions  of  the  north,  east  and  south  sides  of  the 
WSA;  sights  and  sounds  of  ammunition  detonations  on  Sierra  Army  Depot's 
demolition  site  adjacent  to  the  WSA's  southern  boundary;  a  high  priority 
potential  utility  corridor  alignment  on  the  WSA's  northern  boundary. 

Significant  manageability  problems  caused  deletion  of  two  areas.  A  %  mile 
wide  by  2\  mile  long  slope  on  the  north  side  of  the  Amedee  Mountians  between 
the  suitable  area's  southern  boundary  and  the  Spencer  Basin  cherrystem  road 
forms  an  isolated  peninsula  of  public  land  along  the  southern  boundary. 
Deletion  of  this  area  blocks  up  the  suitable  area  without  compromising 
wilderness  qualities  in  the  remaining  area.  The  area  between  the  Skedaddle 
Creek  cherrystem  access  road  and  ways  and  the  north  boundary  of  this  alter- 
native also  forms  a  peninsula  of  land  l£  to  2  miles  wide  by  5i  miles  long  with 
a  3/4  mile  wide  isthmus  of  suitable  area  on  its  western  end  between  private 
land  on  the  north  and  the  deleted  access  road,  ways,  and  private  parcels  on 
the  south.  Management  of  this  isolated  peninsula  would  require  increased 
patrol  costs  by  BLM  in  a  remote  portion  of  the  WSA  to  insure  motorized  ve- 
hicles remain  on  the  access  road  and  ways  deleted  under  Alternative  II.  By 
deleting  this  peninsula,  manageability  will  be  improved  and  management  costs 
will  be  reduced,  while  the  core  area  of  the  WSA  with  the  highest  quality 
wilderness  values  remains  in  the  suitable  area.  In  addition,  around  the 
suitable  area  boundaries  five  low  use  access  ways  would  require  closure. 
Canyon  bottom  or  hillside  locations  of  these  ways  afford  good  control  points. 

The  suitable  area  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  due  to  the  rugged  mountainous  land  form  that  comprises  the  majority 
of  the  WSA.  Many  peaks,  ridges  and  canyons  afford  excellent  opportunities  for 
exploration  and  challenging  primitive  recreation  activities  in  a  natural 
appearing,  and  in  many  areas  a  very  scenic,  environment. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  canyons  of  Wendel  Cliffs,  Wendel,  James  and 
Amedee  Canyons,  Big  and  Little  Spencer  Basins,  Skedaddle  Creek  drainages,  Hot 
Springs  Peak  and  the  Amedee  Ridge  Crest.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous 
riparian  areas  located  in  canyon  bottoms  and  around  many  springs,  aspen  groves 
on  the  north  slope  of  the  Skedaddles,  high  populations  of  nesting  raptors, 
including  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  great  horned  owls,  long  eared  owls, 
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red  tailed  hawks,  and  high  archaeological  values  along  the  WSA's  lower  south 
and  west  slopes.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are  good,  particularly 
birds  of  prey.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  also  add  special  in- 
terest to  the  area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  It  is  also 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

With  deletion  of  most  of  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  from  this 
alternative,  adverse  impacts  to  wilderenss  qualities  from  outside  influences 
are  greatly  reduced.  However,  portions  of  the  Skedaddle  and  Amedee  Mountain 
ridge  crests  and  the  western  facing  escarpment  of  the  Wendel  Cliffs  located 
within  the  suitable  area  are  subject  to  the  same  outside  influences  described 
in  Alternative  I.  Impacts  are  intermittent  and  vary  from  slight  to  high 
adverse  impacts. 

The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land  to  the  northwest,  north 
and  east,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  hunting  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  would  be  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
seasonal  influx  of  hunters  in  these  areas  during  the  fall.  Impacts  would  be 
slight. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  very  manageable  with  minimal 
conflicts.  Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the  boundaries  and 
where  legal  boundaries  are  used,  the  lines  occur  where  physical  terrain  or 
lack  of  motorized  use  assure  good  manageability. 

One  parcel  of  private  land  totaling  160  acres  is  located  within  the  suitable 
area.  This  parcel  is  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee,  has  no  developed 
water  or  other  improvements  on  it  and  is  isolated  within  the  rugged  core  of 
the  suitable  area. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Seven  placer  claims  for 
perlite  involving  100  acres  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  development  has  occurred,  however,  a  cherrystem  access  road  exists 
to  the  claim  area.  There  are  720  acres  located  in  the  Wendel  Cliffs  on  the 
southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA,  within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area 
(KGRA).  This  area  would  be  very  difficlut  to  develop  from  on  site  because  of 
the  very  steep  slopes  and  cliffs  that  comprise  the  parcel.  No  interest  has 
been  shown  in  developing  this  parcel,  however,  geothermal  development  is 
occurring  2  miles  to  the  west  of  this  portion  of  the  KGRA  on  level  valley 
floor  portions  of  the  KGRA. 

A  potential,  but  low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the 
northeast  side  of  the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  cor- 
ridor alignment  passes  north  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  part  of  the  reason 
that  the  northern  area  was  deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 
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Closure  of  5  low  use  ways  would  occur  under  this  alternative  where  use  levels 
are  considered  low.  One  motorcycle  trail  up  Thousand  Springs  Canyon  occurs 
where  no  roads  or  ways  exist.  This  trail  receives  very  light  use.  It  would 
be  closed  under  this  alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  39,280  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility 
corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line 
development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

36,320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
58,705  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  without  significant  resource  or 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderneses 
designation  (Map  2-10).  The  non-suitable  areas  include  those  areas  eliminated 
in  Allternative  II  due  to  resource  conflicts.  In  addition  a  portion  of  the 
northwest  side  of  the  WSA  was  eliminated  due  to  the  difficulty  of  enforcing 
non-motorized  restrictions.  This  alternative  is  in  effect  the  same  as 
Alternative  II,  minus  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Wilderness  values  in  the  area  deleted  because  of  manageability  problems  are 
good  opportunities  for  solitude  and  experiencing  naturalness.  Opportunities 
for  primitive  recreation  are  not  as  great  in  this  area  as  in  the  suitable 
area. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities 
for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  abound  throughout  the  suitable  area.  This  area  is 
virtually  undisturbed  by  factors  that  adversely  impact  solitude.  Apparent 
naturalness  occurs  throughout  the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  available  throughout  the  WSA, 
however,  areas  of  highest  interest  are  located  on  the  northern  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  WSA  where  the  canyons,  peaks,  and  escarpments  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim  provide  good  opportunities  for  challenging  hiking,  exploration  and 
destination  type  features.  Features  of  particular  interest  are  Red  Rock, 
Parker,  and  Thomas  Canyons  and  Dry  Valley  Ridge  Crest. 


2-45 


Alternative  III 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  centered  around  Dry  Valley  Rim  and 
wildlife.  The  rim  provides  scenic  interest,  dramatic  vertical  relief  and 
affords  excellent  vistas  from  atop  its  1000  to  1500  foot  escarpment.  Wildlife 
is  also  of  particular  interest  in  the  WSA  with  good  opportunities  for  viewing 
deer,  antelope,  sagegrouse,  chukar  and  golden  eagles.  Opportunities  for 
viewing  wild  horses  are  also  good. 

The  WSA  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  driving  time  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The 
area  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

Off  site  sights  and  sounds  from  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility 
occasionally  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  experiencing  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  the  very  southern  end  of  the  suitable  area  because  of  sound 
impacts  from  detonations  and  smoke  and  cloud  drift.  The  southern  four  miles 
of  the  WSA  that  receives  the  highest  amount  of  adverse  impact  from  the 
demolition  activities  has  been  deleted  from  this  alternative. 

Non-wilderness  management  of  adjacent  surrounding  BLM  land  is  for  livestock 
grazing  and  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experience. 

Five  placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  No 
development  has  occurred  on  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for  future 
development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed  location  of  the 
claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Three  potential  alignments  for  utility 
corridors  have  been  proposed  along  the  north,  west,  and  east  sides  of  the 
WSA.  However,  only  one  low  priority  alignment  passes  through  the  southwestern 
edge  of  this  alternative.  Two  other  high  priority  potential  corridors  affec- 
ting the  WSA  pass  outside  the  boundaries  of  this  alternative. 

Livestock  water  facilities  are  scattered  through  the  suitable  area,  but  are 
low  profile  and  overall  do  not  adversely  impact  naturalness.  No  access  ways 
are  located  within  the  suitable  area  of  this  alternative. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  very  manageable  with  minimal 
conflicts.  Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the  boundaries  and 
where  legal  boundaries  are  used,  the  lines  occur  where  physical  terrain  or 
lack  of  motorized  use  assure  good  manageability. 

Four  private  inholdings  are  owned  by  one  livestock  permittee  and  are  managed 
for  livestock.  Developed  springs  are  located  on  3  of  the  4  parcels. 
Motorized  access  may  be  required  for  maintenance. 

Wilderness  designation  would  have  little  adverse  impact  on  the  heavy  recre- 
ational hunting  use  the  WSA  receives  because  all  major  access  routes  remain 
open  under  this  alternative.  Occasional  motorcycle  trail  riding  through  the 
WSA  would  also  be  difficult  to  control  and  would  adversely  impact  solitude  on 
an   intermittent   basis.    Identified  water   development   needs   are   located 
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throughout  the  WSA,  but  are  particularly  needed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
suitable  area. 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 

Grazing  and  the  seven  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfathered 
uses.  Grazing  use  would  not  impair  wilderness.  Mining  claim  development 
would  impair  wilderness,  but  development  potential  is  considered  low.  All 
private  inholdings  are  managed  for  livestock  watering.  This  management  is  not 
expected  to  change  in  the  future. 

Non-designation  of  58,705  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would  be 
kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This 
use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

23,230  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,085  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  without  significant  resource  and 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-13).  Non-suitable  areas  are  those  discussed  in  Alternative 
II  with  resource  conflicts.  In  addition  all  private  inholdings  and  access 
routes  to  private  inholdings  have  been  removed  and  all  areas  where  there  would 
be  serious  difficulty  in  enforcing  vehicle  restrictions  due  to  open  terrain. 
These  areas  are  located  in  the  northwestern  side  of  the  WSA. 

As  documented,  the  area  has  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness. 
Special  features  include  the  canyon  of  the  South  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek.  On 
most  of  the  surrounding  land  non-wilderness  management  would  not  be  expected 
to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  On  the  private  land  at 
Hole-in-the-Ground  and  at  the  Norton  Place,  agricultural  and  recreational  land 
use  may  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  solitude  and  experiencing  nat- 
uralness on  adjacent  relatively  open  public  lands.  The  WSA  would  provide 
opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  driving  time 
of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  located  within  100 
miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed 
WSA. 

Most  of  the  area  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve  the  wilderness 
character  after  all  existing  access  ways  are  closed.  The  northern  boundary 
has  segments  of  intermittent  open  terrain  that  although  away  from  present 
vehicle  use  would  be  difficult  to  close  if  increased  vehicle  use  occurred. 


2-47 


Alternative  III 


The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  area  is  unknown.  No  significant  energy 
or  minerals  values  have  been  identified. 

Wilderness  designation  would  cause  little  conflict  with  the  recreational 
hunting  the  WSA  receives  since  all  heavily  used  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are 
outside  the  suitable  area. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation. 

Non-designation  of  24,085  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

52,620  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
38,785  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  without  significant  resource  or  manage- 
ability conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
(Map  2-15).  The  suitable  area  contains  the  majority  of  the  WSA.  The  non- 
suitable  area  is  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II  except  that  the  private  land  in 
upper  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon  has  been  deleted  to  improve  manageability  of  the 
suitable  area.  Within  the  private  land  deletion,  300  acres  of  associated 
public  lands  are  also  deleted  because  of  awkword  configuration  that  these 
remaining  public  lands  would  present.  The  revised  boundary  follows  the  west 
side  of  the  private  parcels  which  extend  alont  the  west  wall  of  the  Canyon 
forming  a  very  manageable  boundary  and  eliminating  the  private  inholdings  from 
along  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  suitable  area. 

The  suitable  portions  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness.  The 
suitable  area  provides  excellent  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  in  a  large  rugged  land  form  in  a  natural  appearing  condition. 
Physical  relief  is  the  primary  special  feature  within  the  suitable  area.  The 
numerous  mountains,  canyons,  rims,  and  ridges  form  a  rugged  area  largely 
unaffected  by  the  imprint  of  man.  Of  particular  interest  are  Willow  Creek 
Canyon,  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon,  Chimney  Creek  Canyon  and  Smoke  Creek  Canyon. 
Archeological  National  Register  quality  sites  are  found  in  the  southwestern 
area  along  Smoke  Creek.  Occurrence  of  additional  sites  is  expected  to  be  high 
throughout  the  area  based  on  surveys  and  physical  features.  The  riparian 
portions  of  Smoke  Creek  and  Buffalo  Creek  also  add  special  scenic,  ecological 
and  wildlife  interest  to  the  area.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are 
good  with  deer,  antelope,  chukar  and  golden  eagles  prevalent.  Opportunities 
for  viewing  wild  horses  and  burros  are  also  good.  Off  site  factors  are  not 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 
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The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 
drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 
within  100  airmiles  of  four  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed 
WSA. 

Private  land  in  three  adjacent  blocks  in  the  upper  end  of  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  WSA  is  owned  by  two  land  owners.  Vehicle 
access  down  Buffalo  Creek  is  occasionally  used  for  access  to  these  parcels  for 
livestock  management  purposes.  Manageability  of  the  suitable  area  would  be 
improved  if  the  private  lands  which  are  adjacent  to  the  Alternative  II 
boundary  were  removed  from  the  suitable  area.  This  would  eliminate  BLM's  need 
for  access  coordination  with  the  private  land  owner  who  lives  near  the  WSA  and 
in  a  remote  location  from  BLM  offices. 

No  significant  energy  or  minerals  value  have  been  identified.  A  potential  but 
low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes 
south  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  the  reason  that  the  southern  area  was 
deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 

No  cherrystem  road  or  way  closures  would  occur  under  this  Alternative  since 
all  roads  and  ways  where  motorized  use  occurs  have  been  deleted.  One  low 
profile  motorcycle  trail  occurs  in  Chimney  Canyon  where  no  roads  or  ways 
exist.  This  trail  receives  very  light  use.  It  would  be  closed  under  this 
alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  located  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  38,785  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  wavs  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

26,520  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
19,270  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  resource  or  manage- 
ability conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
(Map  2-19).  The  suitable  portion  includes  all  of  the  WSA  south  of  the  Home 
Camp/Duck  Lake  Allotment  fence  and  east  of  the  Boulder  Field/Boulder  Mountain 
way  except  for  an  area  surrounding  the  Nolan  Ranch  on  the  southern  boundary 

(26,520  acres).  Portions  recommended  as  non-suitable  due  to  resource  con- 
flicts are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  II.  The  portion  recommended 
as  non-suitable  surrounding  Nolan  Ranch  has  manageability  conflicts  due  to  the 
problems  of  controlling  vehicle  access  during  hunting  season. 
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The  suitable  portion  has  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness. 
Off-site  factors  are  not  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experiences. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values  after  all  existing  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  were  closed. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance  or  recreation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  the  development  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  19,270  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over 
time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be  guided 
under  the  existing  Tuledad/Home  Camp  land  use  plans. 

WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

21,060  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

31,083  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  as  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  resource 
or  manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-21).  The  suitable  portion  would  include  McConnell  and 
Little  High  Rock  Canyons,  the  buttes  and  uplands  between  the  two  canyons  and 
the  large  hill  area  between  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  Pappy 's  Corral.  The 
non-suitable  portions  include  the  entire  west  half  and  the  northeastern  corner 
(31,083  acres).  Areas  excluded  due  to  significant  resource  conflicts  are  the 
same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II.  Areas  recommended  non-suitable 
due  to  manageability  conflicts  were  excluded  solely  to  the  problems  of 
controlling  vehicle  access  on  the  open  areas. 

As  documented  in  the  BLM  Intensive  Wilderness  Inventory,  the  area  has  the 
mandatory  characteristics  for  solitude  or  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation.  Areas  adjacent  to  the  High  Rock  Lake  Road  would  be  subject  to 
off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  degrade  wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow 
band  paralell  to  the  road.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced 
by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  all  sides  but  the 
northern  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experiences.  The  WSA  contains  abundant  special  features.  The  spectacular 
gorges  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  McConnell  Canyons  with  their  vertical 
walls  and  riparian  zones  in  the  bottom  combined  with  extremely  high  wildlife 
values  and  historic  values  contribute  to  the  uniqueness  of  the  WSA.  Little 
High  Rock  Canyon  has  been  designated  an  ACEC  due  to  these  special  features. 
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The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the  wilder- 
ness character. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  The  northern 
lobe  of  the  WSA  will  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  land  use 
decision. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  minimal  project 
development  and  an  identified  need  for  additional  water  developments. 
Specific  designs  and  locations  have  not  been  established,  but  project 
implementation  could  be  limited  by  wilderness  designation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance,  or  recreation. 

Non-designation  of  31,083  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be 
guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

6,390  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
6,660  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  manageability 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-24).  The  suitable  portion  includes  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  the  uplands  south 
of  the  Canyon.  The  non-suitable  portion  includes  the  areas  on  the  northern, 
western  and  eastern  boundaries  where  vehicle  manageability  would  be  a  problem. 

The  suitable  portion  has  the  mandatory  wilderness  characteristics.  Off-site 
sights  and  sounds  and  adjacent  non-wilderness  management  would  not  degrade 

wilderness  values  or  experiences.  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  would  remain  as  a  unique 
feature. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the  wilder- 
ness character.   This  Alternative  would  not  require  the  closure  of  any  ways. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions 
which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance  or  recreation. 
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The  WSA  has  minimal  project  development  and  an  identified  need  for  additional 
water  development.  Specific  designs  and  locations  have  not  been  established, 
but  project  implementation  could  be  limited  by  wilderness  designation. 

Non-designation  of  6,660  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthed 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be 
guided  under  the  existing  Tuledad/Home  Camp  and  Cowhead/Massacre  land  use 
plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  as  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant  manageability 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  designation  as  wilderness  (Map 
2-26).  The  suitable  portion  is  a  narrow  strip  along  the  eastern  border  of  the 
WSA.  The  strip  includes  portions  of  Grassy,  Mahogany  and  lower  Yellow  Rock 
Canyons  and  the  western  slopes  and  rims  of  High  Rock  Canyon.  The  non-suitable 
portions  include  the  upland  slopes  and  benches  and  canyon  floors  without 
significant  topographic  or  vegetational  barriers  (21,320  acres).  All  areas 
recommended  as  non-suitable  due  to  significant  manageability  conflicts  were 
deleted  solely  due  to  problems  of  controlling  vehicle  access  on  the  benches. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  has  the  mandatory  wilderness  characteristics. 
Areas  adjacent  to  High  Rock  Canyon  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and 
sounds  which  would  degrade  wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  parallel  to 
High  Rock  Canyon.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  (Grassy,  Yellow  Rock  and  Mahogany 
Canyons)  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site  factors.  Non-wilderness 
management  by  BLM  on  the  adjacent  areas  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely 
affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  special  features  of  the  canyons 
would  remain  in  the  suitable  portion,  as  would  most  of  the  ACEC  area. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the  wilder- 
ness character.  The  non-WSA  public  surface/private  minerals  inholdings  have 
no  history  of  mineral  activity  and  are  not  expected  to  be  developed  in  the 
future.  The  parcels  were  identified  in  the  Bureau's  planning  process  for 
future  acquisition  of  the  mineral  rights.  Assuming  that  minerals  were 
developed  on  the  parcels  the  activities  would  not  impair  the  areas  overall 
wilderness  characteristics. 

No  significant  energy  or  minerals  values  have  been  identified.  Minerals 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions 
which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  a  land  use  plan  decision. 
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There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance,  or  recreation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  development  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  21,320  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  A  small  slice  of  the 
non-suitable  portion  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC.  Management  would  be  guided 
by  existing  land  use  plans. 

WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wildernes 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without  significant 
resource  and  manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  (Map  2-28).  Additionally,  one  160  acre  parcel  of 
private  land  would  be  acquired  and  all  split  estate  lands  within  the  suitable 
protions  would  be  managed  as  wilderness  (see  Map).  The  suitable  portion 
includes  all  of  the  canyons,  most  of  the  benches  to  the  east  and  most  of  the 
southeastern  uplands.  The  non-suitable  portions  include  all  of  the  northern 
third,  the  potential  mineral  area  and  a  narrow  strip  up  the  canyons.  The 
portions  deleted  due  to  resource  conflicts  are  discussed  in  Alternative  II. 
The  portions  deleted  due  to  manageability  conflicts  were  removed  due  to  the 
problems  of  controlling  vehicle  access. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  has  the  mandatory  wilderness  characteristics. 
Areas  adjacent  to  High  Rock  Canyon  and  potentially  adjacent  to  a  barite  mine 
would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights  and  sounds  which  would  impair  wilderness 
solitude.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site 
factors.  Non-wilderness  manageability  by  BLM  on  the  adjacent  areas  would  not 
be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  special 
features  of  the  canyons  would  remain  in  the  suitable  portions  as  would  the 
ACEC  area. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the 
wilderness  character.  The  public  surface/private  minerals  inholdings  have  no 
history  of  mineral  activity  and  are  not  expected  to  be  developed  in  the 
future.  The  parcels  were  identified  in  the  Bureau's  planning  process  for 
future  acquisition  of  the  mineral  rights.  Assuming  that  minerals  were 
developed  on  the  parcels,  the  activities  would  not  degrade  the  areas  overall 
wilderness  characteristics. 
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No  significant  energy  or  minerals  values  have  been  identified  on  the  suitable 
portions.  Minerals  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the 
non-suitable  portions  which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance,  or  recreation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  multiple  use  benefits.  The  eastern  benches  have  minimal  project 
development  and  an  identified  need  for  water  for  wild  horses  and  wildlife. 
Specific  designs  and  locations  have  -not  been  established,  but  project 
implementation  would  occur  under  wilderness  management. 

Non-designation  of  20,190  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  the  mineral  resource 
is  developed,  the  wilderness  values  of  the  mining  area  would  be  foregone. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

780  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
23,350  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  without  significant  resource  or 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-30).  The  suitable  portion  is  a  small  .  triangular  shaped 
piece  above  the  rim  in  the  southeastern  corner.  The  rest  of  the  WSA  is 
non-suitable  due  to  significant  resource  and  manageability  conflicts.  Areas 
recommended  non-suitable  due  to  significant  resource  conflicts  are  the  same  as 
discussed  in  Alternative  II.  Areas  recommended  non-suitable  due  to  manage- 
ability conflicts  were  excluded  solely  due  to  the  problems  of  controlling 
vehicle  access  during  hunting  season  on  Macy  Flat  and  the  eastern  low  sage- 
brush benches. 

The  suitable  portion  has  the  mandatory  wilderness  characteristics  except 
size.  However,  it  is  contiguous  (both  physically  and  topographically)  to  the 
Administatively  endorsed  Sheldon  WSA  so  size  is  not  a  problem.  Off-site 
sights  and  sounds  and  adjacent  non-wilderness  wilderness  management  would  not 
impair  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 


The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the 
wilderness  character.  This  alternative  would  not  require  the  closure  of  any 
roads  or  ways. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions. 
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There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance  or  recreation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  construction  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  23,350  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was 
designated.  Management  would  be  guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

61,240  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

48,760  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

4  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  as  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

Those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  without  significant  resource  or 
manageability  conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  (Map  2-32).  The  non-suitable  portions  include  the  Lone  Pine 
Mining  District  and  an  adjacent  area,  all  the  southern  boundary  areas  and 
portions  of  the  benches  near  Post  and  Biebe  Springs.  Areas  recommended 
non-suitable  due  to  significant  resources  are  the  same  as  discussed  in 
Alternative  II.  Areas  recommended  non-suitable  due  to  manageability  conflicts 
were  excluded  solely  due  to  problems  of  controlling  vehicle  access  during 
hunting  season. 

The  suitable  portions  would  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilder- 
ness. Additionally,  in  this  alternative  all  portions  of  the  WSA  with 
significant  intrusions  are  exluded.  Off-site  sights  and  sounds  and  adjacent 
non-wilderness  management  would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  or  experiences. 
Approximately  one-half  of  the  area  with  exceptional  archaeological  values 
would  remain  in  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the 
wilderness  character. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  project  work  or  recreation. 

Designation  could  prevent  the  scientific  excavation  of  one  or  more  archaeo- 
logical sites. 


2-55 


Alternative  III 


Non-designation  of  48,760  acres  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics,  except  in  and  near  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District. 
Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant 
use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  Future  development  of  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District 
could  significantly  degrade  wilderness  character  on  approximately  1,000 
acres.   Management  would  be  guided  under  the  existing  land  use  plans. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
20,650  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  In  comparison  with  other  WSAs  under  study,  the  Tunnison  Mountain 
WSA  was  not  considered  to  be  high  quality.  Primary  considerations  were  the 
WSA's  small  size  which  in  comparison  with  other  areas  under  study  limits 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  fact  that  special  features  within  the  WSA 
will  be  protected  under  provisions  of  existing  planning. 

Primary  resource  provisions  of  the  existing  Willow  Creek  planning  unit's  land 
use  plan  affecting  the  WSA  are:  recreation  -  designate  Willow  Creek  Canyon  a 
special  recreation  management  area  and  develop  a  coordinated  management  plan 
with  emphasis  on  recreation,  wildlife  habitat  and  cultural  resources  and 
establish  a  vehicle  closure  within  Willow  Creek  Canyon;  range  -  manage  for 
livestock  grazing  in  most  of  the  area,  eliminate  cattle  grazing  from  Willow 
Creek  Canyon  for  wildlife  habitat  protection  with  provision  for  water  gaps  or 
off  site  watering  on  the  canyon  rim. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activities  or  vehicle  use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  (20,650  acres),  would  result  in  some  adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and  livestock  operator  use.  Private 
parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter  the  naturalness  and  opportunities 
for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is 
livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the 
future. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Five  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  Planning  Unit's 
existing  land  use  plan  that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and  recreational 
use  of  the  area  with  provisions  for  protection  of  archeological  resources. 
There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activity  of  vehicle  use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.   The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.   This  use  is  not 
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expected  to  significantly  change  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  desig- 
nated. If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the 
WSA,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

30,930  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
32,860  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  most  representative  of  a  natural 
Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  unique  special  features  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  designation  as  wilderness  (Map  2-7).  All  wilderness  compatible 
multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

The  suitable  area  contains  all  of  the  area  in  Alternative  III,  plus  additional 
areas  within  the  WSA  that  contain  high  wilderness  qualities  but  are  deleted  in 
Alternative  II  and  III  because  of  resource  and/or  manageability  conflicts. 
These  areas  are  added  back  into  the  suitable  area  because  high  quality  wilder- 
ness values  take  precedence  over  resource  and  manageability  conflicts  under 
this  alternative.  These  areas  are:  a  li  mile  side  canyon  and  way  south  of 
Skedaddle  Creek;  the  lower  slopes  of  the  WSA's  eastern  side  to  within  300'  of 
the  WSA's  eastern  boundary;  the  2?  mile  Spencer  Basin  cherrystem  road;  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  northern  slope  that  lies  within  Spencer 
Creek  drainage;  and  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  west  of 
Thousand  Springs  Canyon. 

The  suitable  area  contains  the  core  area  of  the  WSA  encompassing  the  Skedaddle 
Mountains,  the  Wendel  Cliffs,  a  portion  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  north  of  the 
Amedee  ridge  crest,  all  of  Amedee  Mountains  west  of  Thousand  Springs  Canyon, 
and  Big  and  Little  Spenser  Basins.  This  area  offers  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  in  a  natural  appearing  environment. 

The  non-suitable  areas  are  located  as  follows:  all  area  north  of  and  in- 
cluding Jenkins,  Antelope  and  Morgan  Springs;  the  Skedaddle  Creek  cherrystem 
access  road  and  way,  deleted  because  high  motorized  use  creates  manageability 
problems.  The  area  north  of  a  line  extending  north  and  west  between  the 
Skedaddle  Creek  drainage  and  private  land  on  the  northern  boundary  deleted 
because  of  high  motorized  use,  open  terrain,  and  lower  quality  wilderness 
values  than  in  the  core  of  the  WSA;  a  300  foot  set  back  west  of  the  WSA's 
eastern  boundary,  the  Skedaddle  Road,  to  allow  for  motorized  pull-off s  and 
road  maintenance;  the  area  south  of  an  east-west  line  through  the  center  of 
sections  33,  34  and  35  T.29N.  R.17E.  to  allow  for  motorized  use  in  an  area 
with  lower  quality  wilderness  values;  the  area  south  of  the  portion  of  the 
Amedee  Ridge  Crest  through  sections  31  and  32,  T.29N.  R.17E.  and  east  and 
south  of  the  Lassen  County  Public  Safety  Zone  (around  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's 
demolition  area  withdrawal)  deleted  because  of  sound  and  sight  impacts  from 
Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  area  are  highest  in  this  part  of  the  WSA;  and 
open  slopes  west  of  Wendel  Cliffs  deleted  because  of  lower  quality  wilderness 
values  and  open  motorized  access. 
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The  suitable  area  offers  very  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  due  to  the  rugged  mountainous  land  form  that  comprises 
the  majority  of  the  WSA.  Many  peaks,  ridges  and  canyons  afford  excellent 
opportunities  for  exploration  and  challenging  primitive  recreation  activities 
in  a  natural  appearing,  and  in  many  areas  very  scenic,  environment. 

Of  particular  interest  are  the  canyons  of  Wendel  Cliffs,  Wendel,  James  and 
Amedee  Canyons,  Big  and  Little  Spencer  Basins,  Spencer  Creek,  and  Skedaddle 
Creek  drainages,  Hot  Springs  Peak  and  the  Amedee  Ridge  Crest.  In  addition, 
there  are  numerous  riparian  areas  located  in  canyon  bottoms  and  around  many 
springs,  aspen  groves  on  the  north  slope  of  the  Skedaddles,  high  populations 
of  nesting  raptors,  including  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  great  horned 
owls,  long  eared  owls,  red  tailed  hawks,  and  high  archaeological  values  along 
the  WSA's  lower  south  and  west  slopes.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are 
good,  particularly  birds  of  prey.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  also 
add  special  interest  to  the  area. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  or  primitive  recreation 
within  a  day's  drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  It  is  also 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  Wilderness  Areas  and  one  adminis- 
tratively endorsed  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Off-site  sights  and  sounds  adversely  impact  solitude  and  naturalness  in 
portions  of  the  suitable  area's  south  and  west  facing  slopes.  However, 
outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  and  for  experiencing 
naturalness  and  solitude  afforded  by  the  steep,  rugged  canyons,  ridges  and 
peaks  of  the  Amedee  Mountains  and  Wendel  Cliffs,  and  the  archaeological  values 
located  along  the  base  of  these  slopes  outweigh  the  intermittent  impacts  from 
the  outside  influences  and  warrant  inclusion  of  these  areas  within  the 
suitable  area  under  this  alternative.  Outside  sights  and  sounds  are  caused 
by:  vehicle  use  and  occasional  aircraft  landing  at  the  Sierra  Army  Depot 
located  3  to  6  miles  south  of  the  WSA;  demolition  activities  at  the  depot's 
ammunitions  demolition  area  which  is  located  adjacent  to  the  WSA  with  the 
actual  demolition  facility  located  2  or  more  miles  from  the  WSA  boundary; 
Southern  Pacific  trains  that  run  within  i  to  4  miles  of  the  WSA's  southern 
boundary;  a  geothermal/woodburning  power  plant  planned  for  construction  in 
1985,  2  miles  west  of  the  WSA;  and  regular  but  unorganized  motorcycle  riding 
on  sand  and  gravel  slopes  that  form  the  basal  area  along  the  WSA's  south  and 
southwest  sides. 

The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land  to  the  northwest,  north 
and  east,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  hunting  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  would  be  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
seasonal  influx  of  hunters  in  these  areas  during  the  fall.  Impacts  would  be 
slight. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  for  the  most  part  very  manageable 
with  minimal  conflicts.  Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the 
boundaries  and  where  legal  boundaries  are  used,  the  lines  occur  where  physical 
terrain  or  lack  of  morotized  use  assure  good  manageability.   Closure  of  the 
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access  ways  south  of  Skedaddle  Creek  and  the  cherrystem  road  up  Spencer  Creek 
can  be  accomplished  using  control  gates  and  adjacent  canyon  walls.  The 
boundary  along  the  eastern  side  will  require  increased  field  presence  pri- 
marily during  the  fall  hunting  season  to  insure  naturalness  and  solitude  are 
not  adversely  impacted  by  motorized  vehicles  attempting  to  access  the  suitable 
area's  lower  eastern  slopes  and  canyons. 

Three  parcels  of  private  land  are  located  within  the  suitable  area.  One 
parcel  is  a  160  acre  piece  located  in  an  isolated  rugged  portion  of  the 
suitable  area,  is  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee  and  has  no  developed 
water  or  any  other  improvements  on  it.  The  other  two  parcels  abut  each  other, 
are  120  and  80  acre  pieces  located  at  the  end  of  the  Spencer  Creek  cherrystem 
road,  are  owned  by  one  of  the  livestock  permittees  that  runs  in  the  WSA,  have 
reservoir  or  spring  developments  on  them  and  can  be  reached  by  vehicle  for 
facility  maintenance  according  to  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Polity  via  the 
cherrystem  road  that  would  otherwise  be  closed. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Seven  placer  claims  for 
perlite  involving  100  acres  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  development  has  occurred,  however,  a  cherrystem  access  road  exists 
to  the  claim  area.  There  are  720  acres  located  in  the  Wendel  Cliffs  on  the 
southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA  within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area 
(KGRA) .  This  area  would  be  very  difficult  to  develop  from  on  site  because  of 
the  very  steep  slopes  and  cliffs  that  comprise  the  parcel.  No  interest  has 
been  shown  in  developing  this  parcel,  however,  geothermal  development  is 
occurring  2  miles  to  the  west  of  this  portion  of  the  KGRA  on  level  valley 
floor  portions  of  the  KGRA. 

A  potential,  but  low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the 
northeast  side  of  the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  cor- 
ridor alignment  passes  north  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  part  of  the  reason 
that  the  northern  area  was  deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 

Closure  of  5  low  use  ways  would  occur  under  this  alternative  where  use  levels 
are  considered  low.  One  motorcycle  trail  up  Thousand  Springs  Canyon  to 
Spencer  Basin  occurs  where  no  roads  or  ways  exist.  This  trail  receives  very 
light  use.  The  northern  i  mile  into  Spencer  Basin  would  be  closed  under  this 
alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  32,860  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and 
trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use 
is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
95,025  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  was  not  considered  to  have  enough  high 
quality  features  to  warrant  its  inclusion  in  the  high  quality  wilderness 

alternative.  Dry  Valley  Rim  and  associated  canyons  provide  the  primary 
distinctive  feature  within  the  WSA.   This  constitutes  an  area  2\    to  4  miles 

wide  by  15  miles  long.  The  broad  gently  sloping  western  flank  of  the  WSA 
provides  little  topographic  or  vegetative  variety.  Very  outstanding 
opportunities  for  challenging  primitive  type  recreation  are  limited  to  the 
rugged  face  and  short  canyons  that  disect  Dry  Valley  Rim. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA.  There  would 
be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle  use.  The 
area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  planning  unit's  existing  land  use  plan 
that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and  recreational  use  of  the  area  with 
provisions  for  protection  of  archaeological  resources. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper  use.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would 
be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was  designated.  If  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  WSA  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  WSA  contains  no  geological,  ecological,  educational,  scenic 
or  historical  features  significant  enough  to  recommend  their  protection  by 
wilderness  designation.  There  are  no  significant  multiple  resource  values, 
such  as  watershed,  wildlife  habitat  or  archaeological  sites  that  would  depend 
on  wilderness  preservation  for  protection. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activities  or  vehicle  use.  The  area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva 
planning  unit's  existing  land  use  plan  that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and 
recreational  use  of  the  area  with  provisions  for  protection  of  archaeological 
resources. 
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Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over 
time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper  use.  If  construc- 
tion of  a  utility  corridor  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA  occurred, 
adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  would  result.  Development  of  private  in- 
holdings  may  adversely  impact  naturalness  and  solitude.   The  predominant  use 

of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would  be  accomplished 
with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was  designated. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

59,730  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
31,675  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  most  representative  of  a  natural  Great 
Basin  ecosystem  with  unique  special  features  would  be  recommended  a  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-16).  The  suitable  portion  contains  most  of 
the  WSA's  rugged  mountains  and  canyons  where  the  imprint  of  man  is  for  the 
most  part  absent.  Evidences  of  man  that  do  occur  are  low  profile  access  ways 
that  would  be  closed  and  small  livestock  facilities.  Non-suitable  areas 
deleted  because  of  resouce  conflicts  and  manageability  problems  are  the  same 
as  in  Alternatives  II  and  III,  with  these  exceptions:  Four  access  ways  left 
open  in  Alternatives  II  and  III  would  be  closed,  space  for  a  potential  power 
corridor  alignment  along  the  south  flank  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  provided. 

The  access  ways  deleted  in  this  alternative  were  removed  from  the  suitable 
area  because  of  adverse  impact  that  repeated  use  of  the  ways  would  have  on 
solitude  and  naturalness  and  because  preservation  of  wilderness  qualities  took 
precedence  over  conflicting  resource  uses  in  this  alternative.  The  boundaries 
are  considered  manageable  with  the  ways  closed  because  the  terrain  provides 
good  control  points.  The  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  excluded  in  Alternatives 
II  and  III,  because  of  a  potential  utility  corridor,  was  included  as  suitable 
in  this  alternative. 

The  suitable  portions  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilderness.  The 
suitable  area  provides  excellent  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  in  a  large  rugged  land  form  in  a  natural  appearing  condition. 
Physical  relief  is  the  primary  special  feature  within  the  suitable  area. 
Solitude  and  naturalness  are  enhanced  in  this  alternative  through  closure  of 
motorized  access  ways  that  penetrate  the  WSA.  The  numerous  mountains, 
canyons,  rims,  and  ridges  form  a  rugged  area  largely  unaffected  by  the  imprint 
of  man.  Of  particular  interest  are  Willow  Creek  Canyon,  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon, 
Chimney  Creek  Canyon  and  Smoke  Creek  Canyon.  Archeological  National  Register 
quality  sites  are  found  in  the  southwestern  area  along  Smoke  Creek.  Occur- 
rence of  additional  sites  is  expected  to  be  high  throughout  the  area  based  on 
surveys  and  physical  features.  The  riparian  portions  of  Smoke  Creek  and 
Buffalo  Creek  also  add  special  scenic,  ecological  and  wildlife  interest  to  the 
area.   Opportunities  for  viewing  wildlife  are  good  with  deer,  antelope,  chukar 
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and  golden  eagles  prevalent.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  and  burros 
are  also  good.  Off  site  factors  are  not  expected  to  adversely  affect 
wilderness  values  or  experiences. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 
drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one 
administratively  endorsed  WSA. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  No  factors  would  impair  wilderness  character.  The 
suitable  area  is  entirely  BLM  land  with  no  private  inholdings. 

Portions  of  the  WSA  have  been  identified  for  two  potential  routes  for  a 
proposed  utility  corridor.  Use  of  the  two  potential  alignments  in  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  WSA  and  along  the  southern  slopes  of  the  WSA  would  be 
precluded.   No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified. 

There  would  be  conflicts  with  motorized  access  for  resource  management  and 

maintenance.   Road  closures  and  wilderness  designation  would  limit,  but  not 

prevent,  motorized  access  as  a  tool  for  livestock  management  and  the 
construction  of  projects  to  support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  benefits. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  31,675  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  WSA  would  not  add  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation  System  an 
area  which  is  most  representative  of  a  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  special 
features  and  a  high  level  of  naturalness.  The  lack  of  quality  is  related  to 
existing  ways  as  well  as  the  lack  of  unique  scenic,  vegetational  or  wildlife 
features  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 
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Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  wilderness 
characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing; 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implemen- 
tation of  grazing  systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all 
the  WSA  was  designated.  The  WSA  would  be  managed  under  the  existing 
Tuledad/Home  Camp  land  use  plans. 

WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

17,320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

34,823  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  most  representative  of  a 
very  natural  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  unique  special  features  would  be 
recommended  as  suitable  for  designation  as  wilderness  (Map  2-22).  The 
suitable  portion  would  include  McConnell  Canyon,  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and 
the  buttes  and  uplands  between  the  two  canyons.  The  non-suitable  portions 
include  the  entire  west  and  northern  portions  of  the  WSA.  All  areas 
recommended  as  non-suitable  were  deleted  due  to  resource  conflicts  (see 
Alternative  II),  manageability  conflicts  (see  Alternative  III)  and  lack  of 
special  wilderness  values. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  has  the  mandatory  wilderness  characteristics. 
Areas  adjacent  to  the  High  Rock  Lake  Road  would  be  subject  to  off-site  sights 
and  sounds  which  would  degrade  wilderness  solitude  in  a  narrow  band  along  the 
eastern  edge.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  influenced  by  off-site 
factors.  Non-wilderness  management  by  BLM  on  the  adjacent  areas  would  not 
adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  The  special  features  would 
remain  in  the  suitable  portion,  as  would  the  ACEC  area. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the 
wilderness  character. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions, 
which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management,  maintenance,  or  recreation. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  development  of  projects  to 
support  grazing  or  other  multiple  use  activities. 

Non-designation  of  34,823  acres  would  result  in  minimum  degradation  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.   The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
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not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Management  would  be 
guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 

WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation.  The  WSA  would  not  add  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation  System 
an  area  which  is  most  representative  of  a  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  special 
features  and  a  high  level  of  naturalness. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  those  portions  of  the 
WSA  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 


There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  wilderness 
characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing; 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  The  WSA  would 
be  managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  most  representative  of  a  very  natural 
Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  unique  special  features  would  be  recommended  as 
suitable  for  designation  as  wilderness  (Map  2-26).  The  suitable  portion  is  a 
narrow  strip  along  the  eastern  border  of  the  WSA.  The  strip  includes  portions 
of  Grassy,  Mahogany  and  lower  Yellow  Rock  Canyons  and  the  western  slopes  and 
rims  of  High  Rock  Canyon.  The  non-suitable  portions  include  the  upland  slopes 
and  benches  and  canyon  floors  without  significant  topographic  or  vegetational 
barriers.  All  areas  recommended  as  non-suitable  were  deleted  solely  due  to 
problems  of  controlling  vehicle  access  on  the  benches.  This  alternative  is 
the  same  as  Alternative  III.  Implications  of  the  alternative  can  be  found 
under  the  Alternative  III  description. 
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WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  most  representative  of  a 
very  natural  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  unique  special  features  would  be 
recommended  as  suitable  for  designation  as  wilderness  (Map  2-28).  Addi- 
tionally, one  160  acre  parcel  of  private  land  would  be  acquired  and  all  split 
estate  lands  within  the  suitable  portions  would  be  managed  as  wilderness.  The 
suitable  portion  includes  all  of  the  canyons,  most  of  the  benches  to  the  east 
and  most  of  the  southeastern  uplands.  The  non-suitable  portions  include  all 
of  the  northern  third,  the  potential  barite  area  and  a  small  area  at  the 
southern  tip.  The  non-suitable  portions  were  discussed  under  Alternative 
III.   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  Alternative  III. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,130  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  The  WSA  would  not  add  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation 
System  an  area  which  is  most  representative  of  a  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with 
special  features  and  a  high  level  of  naturalness. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was 
designated.   The  WSA  would  be  managed  under  the  existing  land  use  plan. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
110,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   The  WSA  would  not  add  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation  System  an 
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area  which  is  most  representative  of  a  Great  Basin  ecosystem  with  special 
features  and  a  high  level  of  naturalness. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics,  except  in  and  near  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District. 
Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant 
use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would  be  accomplished 
with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  designated.  Future  development  of  the 
Lone  Pine  Mining  District  could  significantly  degrade  wilderness  character  on 
approximately  1,000  acres.  The  WSA  would  be  managed  under  existing  land  use 
plans. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
20,650  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  WSA  will  be  managed  under  provisions  of  existing  planning. 
Primary  resource  provisions  of  the  existing  Willow  Creek  Planning  Unit's  land 
use  plan  affecting  the  WSA  are:  recreation  -  designate  Willow  Creek  Canyon  a 
special  recreation  management  area  and  develop  a  coordinated  management  plan 
with  emphasis  on  recreation,  wildlife  habitat  and  cultural  resources  and 
establish  a  vehicle  closure  within  Willow  Creek  Canyon;  range  -  manage  for 
livestock  grazing  in  most  of  the  area,  eliminate  cattle  grazing  from  Willow 
Creek  Canyon  for  wildlife  habitat  protection  with  provision  for  water  gaps  or 
off  site  watering  on  the  canyon  rim. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activities  or  vehicle  use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  (20,650  acres),  would  result  in  some  adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and  livestock  operator  use.  Private 
parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter  the  naturalness  and  opportunities 
for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is 
livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the 
future. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Five  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  Planning  Unit's 
existing  land  use  plans  that  emphasize  livestock,  wildlife,  and  recreational 
use  of  the  area,  with  provisions  for  protection  of  archeological  resources. 
There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activity  or  vehicle  use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  desig- 
nated. If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the 
WSA  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness. 
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WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
63,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  The  special  features  identified  in  the  WSA  would 
forego  any  benefits  that  wilderness  protection  could  afford.  Significant 
multiple  resource  values,  such  as  watershed,  wildlife  habitat,  or  archae- 
ological sites  that  would  benefit  from  wilderness  preservation  do  not, 
however,  depend  upon  wilderness  preservation  for  protection.  Any  significant 
addition  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation  System  would  be  foregone. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use.  The  area  would  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  planning  unit's  existing 
land  use  plan  that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and  recreational  use  of  the 
area  with  provisions  for  protection  of  archaeological  resources. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  some  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper  use.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would 
be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  designated  wilderness. 
Potential  adverse  impact  to  wilderness  qualities  would  result  if  construction 
of  a  utility  corridor  occurred  through  the  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
95,025  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA.  There  would 
be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle  use.  The 
area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  planning  unit's  existing  land  use  plan 
that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and  recreational  use  of  the  area  with 
provisions  for  protection  of  archaeological  resources. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper  use.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would 
be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was  designated.   If  a 
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Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  WSA  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   This  is  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  mineral 
activities  or  vehicle  use.  The  area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva 
planning  unit's  existing  land  use  plan  that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and 
recreational  use  of  the  area  with  provisions  for  protection  of  archaeological 
resources. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper  use.  Con- 
struction of  a  utility  corridor  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA  would  be 
possible.  Development  of  private  inholdings  may  adversely  impact  naturalness 
and  solitude.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use 
is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of 
grazing  systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA 
was  designated. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
91,405  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  wilderness  characteristics  identified  in  the  WSA  would 
forego  any  benefits  that  wilderness  protection  would  afford.  There  would  be 
no  significant  multiple  resource  values,  such  as  watershed,  wildlife  habitat, 
or  archeological  sites  that  would  depend  upon  wilderness  preservation  for 
protection.  Any  significant  addition  to  the  Wilderness  Preservation  System 
would  be  foregone.  Provisions  of  the  existing  land  use  plan  affecting  the  WSA 
are  range,  wildlife  and  culturally  oriented  and  provide  for  1.  development 
and  implementation  of  allotment  management  plans  to  improve  range  condition 
for  livestock  and  wildlife;  2.  development  and  implementation  of  a  habitat 
management  plan  for  improving  wildlife  habitat  and  the  fishery  in  Smoke  Creek 
and;  3.  protection  and  interpretation  of  archaeological  values  along  Smoke 
Creek. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral 
activities  or  vehicle  use. 
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Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  little  impairment  of  the 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  and  roads  would  remain  open  and 
would  be  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and 
trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use 
would  not  significantly  change  in  the  future.  The  only  potential  adverse 
impact  to  wilderness  qualities  would  result  from  construction  of  a  utility 
corridor  through  the  WSA  which  may  or  may  not  occur. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
<  use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilderness 
characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing; 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  The  WSA  would 
be  managed  under  the  existing  Tuledad/Home  Camp  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
52,143  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  The  special  features  identified  in  the  WSA  would 
forego  any  benefits  that  wilderness  protection  would  afford.  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA,  on  those 
portions  which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  the  wilder- 
ness characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  A  portion  of  the  WSA  with  highest 
wilderness  values  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC,  with  the  goal  of  maintaining 
the  primitive  character  of  the  area.  Existing  ways  and  roads  would  remain 
open  and  would  be  lengthened  over  time.   The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is 
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livestock  grazing;  this  use  would  not  significantly  change  in  the  future. 
Management  would  be  guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  those  portions  of  the 
WSA  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  wilderness 
characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing; 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  The  WSA  would 
be  managed  under  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
33,300  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  The  special  features  identified  in  the  WSA  would 
forego  any  benefits  that  wilderness  protection  would  afford.  However,  the 
canyons  would  be  managed  under  existing  ACEC  designation. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA,  on  those 
portions  which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  oi  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  the  wilder- 
ness characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  WSA  with  highest 
wilderness  values  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC  with  the  goal  of  maintaining  the 
primitive  character  of  the  area.  Existing  ways  and  roads  would  remain  open 
and  would  be  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  live- 
stock grazing;  this  use  would  not  significantly  change  in  the  future. 
Management  would  be  guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 
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WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
52,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  The  special  features  identified  in  the  WSA  would 
forego  any  benefits  that  wilderness  protection  would  afford.  However,  the 
canyons  area  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  within  the  WSA,  on  those 
portions  which  are  not  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of  the  wilder- 
ness characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  WSA  with  highest 
wilderness  values  would  be  managed  as  an  ACEC  with  the  goal  of  maintaining  the 
•primitive  character  of  the  area.  Existing  ways  and  roads  would  remain  open 
and  would  be  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  live- 
stock grazing;  this  use  would  not  significantly  change  in  the  future. 
Management  would  be  guided  by  existing  land  use  plans. 


WSA  CA-0 20-101 2 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,130  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 


Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened 
over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  all  the  WSA  was 
designated.   The  WSA  would  be  managed  under  exising  land  use  plans. 
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WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
110,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Mineral  activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  WSA. 

There  would  be  no  conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  minimal  degradation  of 
wilderness  characteristics,  except  in  and  near  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District. 
Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant 
use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing  systems  would  be  accomplished 
with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  designated.  Future  development  of  the 
Lone  Pine  Mining  District  could  significantly  degrade  wilderness  character  on 
approximately  1,000  acres.  The  WSA  would  be  managed  under  existing  land  use 
plans. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

7,660  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
12,990  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  recommends  the  same  suitable  and  non-suitable  areas  as  are  in 
Alternative  III  (Map  2-2).  The  non-suitable  portions  include  everything  north 
of  Long  Canyon;  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  WSA;  a  4  to  i  mile  strip  along 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA  and  an  isolated  peninsula  of  open  land  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  WSA.  These  areas  are  not  suitable  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  controlling  vehicle  access  in  open  areas  along  the  WSA  boundary  and 
because  of  the  large  number  of  private  inholdings  (11  parcels).  Inholdings 
have  potential  for  hunting  and  fishing  cabins  and  if  built  upon  would  degrade 
the  naturalness  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA's  norther  half.  Oppor- 
tunities for  solitude  also  would  be  degraded  with  the  use  of  such  recreational 
structures.  The  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  excluding  the  private  inholdings, 
is  a  long  narrow  ridge  approximately  2\  miles  in  width.  Management  capability 
to  provide  opportunities  for  solitude  is  limited  within  such  a  narrow  area. 

The  recommended  suitable  area  provides  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  within  a  day's  drive  of  seven  standard  metropolitan 
statistical  areas.  It  is  located  within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated 
wilderness  areas  and  one  administratively  endorsed  wilderness  study  area. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  values.  Off site  factors  would  still  influence  the  wilderness 
experience.  Closure  of  ways  would  not  be  required  as  none  penetrates  the  area 
covered  in  this  alternative.  Possible  conflicts  with  private  inholdings  may 
occur  if  private  owners  require  access  for  development  of  hunting  or  fishing 
cabins  or  water  development. 

Offsite  sights  and  sounds  which  the  area  is  subject  to  and  which  may  degrade 
opportunites  for  solitude  include  vehicle  traffic  on  Horse  Lake  Road  and 
Highway  139,  sound  from  Southern  Pacific  trains  to  the  east  and  sound  from 
agricultural  activities  on  private  land  along  Willow  Creek  west  of  the  WSA. 
Non-wilderness  management  by  the  BLM  on  the  north,  east  and  south  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  If  development 
of  two  parcels  of  private  land  within  the  WSA  occurs,  unnatural  structures, 
access  ways  and  disturbance  of  solitude  may  result. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not  degrade 
the  existing  wilderness  qualities.  Non-designation  of  12,990  acres  would 
result  in  some  minimal  impairment  of  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing 
ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and 
livestock  operator  use.   Private  parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter 

the  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing;  this  use  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  change  in  the  future. 
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WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  recommended  non-suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

The  area  will  be  managed  under  the  Cal  Neva  Planning  Unit's  existing  land  use 
plan  that  emphasizes  livestock,  wildlife  and  recreational  use  of  the  area  with 
provisions  for  protection  of  archeological  resources.  There  would  be  no 
conflicts  with  manageability,  project  development,  mineral  activity  or  vehicle 
use. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  result  in  slight  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  Implementation  of  grazing 
systems  would  be  accomplished  with  more  projects  than  if  the  WSA  was  desig- 
nated. If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the 
WSA  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

37,240  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
26,550  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  recommends  37,240  acres  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion (Map  2-8).  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would 
continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The  suitable  portion  is  the  core 
area  of  the  WSA  where  rugged  mountains  and  canyons  contain  the  highest 
wilderness  values.  The  imprint  of  man  is  for  the  most  part  not  evident. 
Evidences  of  man  that  do  occur  are  low  profile  access  ways  that  would  be 
closed  at  manageable  boundary  locations  and  small  livestock  facilities. 
Non-suitable  areas  deleted  because  of  resource  conflicts  and  manageability 
problems  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  IV,  except  in  two  areas:  along  the 
suitable  area's  southern  boundary  the  Lassen  County  Public  Safety  Zone  (around 
the  Sierra  Army  Depot)  forms  the  boundary  in  this  alternative  rather  than  the 
Amedee  Ridge  Crest;  on  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  WSA  the  suitable  area 
is  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II  extending  l£  to  2  miles  north  of  the 
Skedaddle  Creek  drainage  access  roads  and  ways. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 

drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 

within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  WSA. 

Off-site  sights  and  sounds  adversely  impact  solitude  and  naturalness  in 
portions  of  the  suitable  area's  south  and  west  facing  slopes.   Opportunities 
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for  primitive  recreation,  naturalness  during  most  of  the  time,  solitude, 
afforded  by  the  steep,  rugged  canyons,  ridges  and  peaks  of  the  Amedee  Moun- 
tains and  Wendel  Cliffs  and  archaeological  values  located  along  the  base  of 
these  slopes,  however,  outweigh  the  intermittent  impacts  from  the  outside 
influences  and  warrant  inclusion  of  these  areas  within  the  suitable  area  under 
this  alternative.  Outside  sights  and  sounds  are  caused  by:  Vehicle  use  and 
occasional  aircraft  landing  at  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  located  3  to  6  miles 
south  of  the  WSA;  demolition  activities  at  the  depot's  ammunitions  demolition 

area  which  is  located  adjacent  to  the  WSA  with  the  actual  demolition  facility 
located  2  or  more  miles  from  the  WSA  boundary;  Southern  Pacific  trains  that 
run  within  i  to  4  miles  of  the  WSA's  southern  boundary;  a  geothermal /wood- 
burning  power  plant  planned  for  construction  in  1985,  2  miles  west  of  the  WSA; 

and  regular  but  unorganized  motorcycle  riding  on  sand  and  gravel  slopes  that 
form  the  basal  area  along  the  WSA's  south  and  southwest  sides. 

The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land  to  the  northwest,  north 
and  east,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  hunting  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Adverse 
impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  would  be  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
seasonal  influx  of  hunters  in  these  areas  during  the  fall.  Impacts  would  be 
slight. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  for  the  most  part  very  manageable 
with  minimal  conflicts.  Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the 
boundaries  and  where  legal  boundaries  are  used,  the  lines  occur  where  physical 
terrain  or  lack  of  motorized  use  assure  good  manageability.  Closure  of  the 
access  ways  south  of  Skedaddle  Creek  can  be  accomplished  using  control  gates 
and  adjacent  canyon  walls.  The  boundary  along  the  eastern  side  will  require 
increased  field  presence  primarily  during  the  fall  hunting  season  to  insure 
that  naturalness  and  solitude  are  not  adversely  impacted  by  motorized  vehicles 
attempting  to  access  the  suitable  area's  lower  eastern  slopes  and  canyons. 
Field  patrol  will  also  be  necessary  to  insure  that  fall  motorized  use  of 
cherrystemmed  access  roads  and  ways  in  Skedaddle  Creek  does  not  create  addi- 
tional ways  beyond  the  present  end  of  these  cherrystemmed  routes. 

One  parcel  of  private  land  totaling  160  acres  is  located  within  the  suitable 
area.  This  parcel  is  not  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee,  has  no  developed 
water  or  other  improvements  on  it  and  is  isolated  within  the  rugged  core  of 
the  suitable  area. 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Seven  placer  claims  for 
perlite  involving  100  acres  are  located  on  the  western  side  of  the  suitable 
area.  No  development  has  occurred,  however,  a  cherrystem  access  road  exists 
to  the  claim  area.  There  are  720  acres  located  in  the  Wendel  Cliffs  on  the 
southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA  is  within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource 
Area  (KGRA) .  This  area  would  be  very  difficlut  to  develop  from  on  site 
because  of  the  very  steep  slopes  and  cliffs  that  comprise  the  parcel.  No 
interest  has  been  shown  in  developing  this  parcel,  however,  geothermal 
development  is  occurring  2  miles  to  the  west  of  this  portion  of  the  KGRA  on 
level  valley  floor  portions  of  the  KGRA. 
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A  potential  but  low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  passes  through  the 
northeast  side  of  the  suitable  area.  A  second  higher  priority  utility  cor- 
ridor alignment  passes  north  of  the  suitable  area  and  was  part  of  the  reason 
that  the  northern  area  was  deleted  from  the  resource  conflict  alternative. 

Closure  of  5  low  use  ways  would  occur  under  this  alternative  where  use  levels 
are  considered  low.  One  motorcycle  trail  up  Thousand  Springs  Canyon  occurs 
where  no  roads  or  ways  exist.  This  trail  receives  very  light  use.  The  link 
to  Spencer  Basin  would  be  closed  under  this  alternative. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  26,550  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilder- 
ness characteristics  of  the  entire  WSA.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and 
trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use 
is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 

WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

52,530  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
42,495  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  recommends  52,530  acres  as  suitable.  All  multiple  resource 
uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e.,  hunting,  grazing).  The 
suitable  portion  contains  the  prominent  north-south  fault  block  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim  and  it's  gradually  sloping  western  flank  (Map  2-11).  The  imprint  of  man 
is  for  the  most  part  not  evident.  Evidences  of  man  that  do  occur  are  low 
profile  access  ways  that  would  be  closed  at  manageable  boundary  locations  and 
small  livestock  facilities.  Non-suitable  areas  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative 
II  except,  along  the  southwestern  boundary  where  the  east  side  Skedaddle  Road 
is  used  for  the  boundary  with  a  300'  setback  for  motorized  pulloffs  and 
maintenance,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  where  the 
boundary  under  this  Alternative  extends  across  the  creek  deleting  the  access 
way  up  the  East  Fork  drainage.  The  manageability  problem  northwest  of  this 
access  way  identified  in  Alternative  III  is  eliminated  through  closure  of  the 
way  at  a  manageable  control  point. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 
drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  WSA. 

Off  site  sights  and  sounds  from  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility 
occasionally  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  experiencing  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  the  very  southern  end  of  the  suitable  area  because  of  sound 
impacts  from  detonations  and  smoke  and  cloud  drift.   The  southern  four  miles 
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of  the  WSA  that  receives  the  highest  amount  of  adverse  impact  from  the 
demolition  activities  has  been  deleted  from  this  alternative. 

Non-wilderness  management  of  adjacent  surrounding  BLM  land  is  for  livestock 
grazing  and  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  or 
experience. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  for  the  most  part  manageable. 
Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the  north,  east,  and  south 
boundaries  and  where  legal  boundaries  are  used,  the  lines  occur  where  physical 
terrain  or  lack  of  motorized  use  assure  good  manageability.  Closure  of  the 
access  way  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  can  be  accomplished  using 
control  gates  and  adjacent  physical  features.  Closure  of  the  East  Fork  access 
way  prevents  motorized  access  into  the  open  terrain  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  East  Fork  area  eliminating  the  manageability  problem  of  this  area 
identified  in  Alternative  III.  The  boundary  along  the  WSA's  southwestern  side 
will  require  increased  field  presence,  primarily  during  the  fall  hunting 
season  to  insure  that  naturalness  and  solitude  are  not  adversely  impacted  by 
motorized  vehicles  attempting  to  access  the  suitable  area's  lower  slopes. 
Field  patrol  will  also  be  necessary  to  insure  that  fall  motorized  use  of  the 
closed  access  way  at  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  does  not  occur. 
Occasional  motorcycle  trail  riding  through  the  suitable  area  would  be 
difficult  to  control  and  would  adversely  impact  solitude  on  an  imtermittent 
basis. 

Five  placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  No 
development  has  occurred  on  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for  future 
development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed  location  of  the 
claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Three  potential  alignments  for  utility 
corridors  have  been  proposed  along  the  north,  west,  and  east  sides  of  the 
WSA.  However,  only  one  low  priority  alignment  passes  through  the  southwestern 
edge  of  the  suitable  area  in  this  alternative.  Two  other  high  priority 
potential  corridors  affecting  the  WSA  pass  outside  the  boundaries  of  this 
alternative. 

Livestock  water  facilities  are  scattered  throughout  the  suitable  area  but  are 
low  profile  and  do  not  adversely  impact  naturalness.  Two  access  ways  are 
located  within  the  suitable  area  of  this  alternative.  These  ways  are  low 
profile  and  do  not  substantially  impact  naturalness. 

Four  private  inholdings  are  owned  by  one  livestock  permittee  and  are  managed 
for  livestock.  Developed  springs  are  located  on  3  of  the  4  parcels.  Motor- 
ized access  may  be  required  for  maintenance. 

Wilderness  designation  would  have  only  a  small  adverse  impact  on  the  heavy 
recreational  hunting  use  the  WSA  receives  because  all  major  access  routes  and 
most  open  terrain  around  the  WSA  remain  available  for  vehicle  access  under 
this  alternative.  Only  the  access  way  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek 
which  receives  low  to  moderate  use  by  hunters  would  be  closed.  The  majority 
of  heavy  hunting  use  within  the  WSA  occurs  on  the  east  side  of  the  WSA.   All 
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vehicle  accessible  portions  of  the  WSA  in  this  area  remain  open  under  this 
alternative. 

Identified  water  development  needs  are  located  throughout  the  WSA  but  are 
particularly  needed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  suitable  area. 

Wilderness  designation  will  not  affect  wild  horse  and  burro  management. 

Grazing  and  seven  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfathered  uses. 
Grazing  use  would  not  degrade  wilderness.  Mining  claim  development  would 
degrade  naturalness  and  solitude,  but  development  potential  is  considered 
low.  All  private  inholdings  are  managed  for  livestock  watering.  This 
management  is  not  expected  to  change  in  the  future. 

Non-designation  of  42,495  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would  be 
kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This 
use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area,  utility 
line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  WSA  does  not  contain  resource  and  manageability  conflict 
free  areas  with  high  levels  of  Great  Basin  wilderness  qualities.  The 
implications  of  the  alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this 
WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

54,970  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
36,435  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  recommends  54,970  acres  as  suitable  for  designation  as 
wilderness.  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would 
continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The  suitable  portion  contains 
most  of  the  WSA's  rugged  mountains  and  canyons  where  wilderness  values  are 
highest  (Map  2-17).  The  imprint  of  man  is  for  the  most  part  absent.  Evi- 
dences of  man  that  do  occur  are  low  profile  access  ways  that  would  be  closed 
at  manageable  boundary  locations  and  small  livestock  facilities.  Non-suitable 
areas  deleted  because  of  resource  conflicts  and  manageability  problems  are  the 
same  as  in  Alternative  IV,  except  along  the  southern  boundary  of  this 
alternative  where  follows  the  northern  edge  of  a  potential  utility  corridor 
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alignment  that  extends  east-west  along  the  northern  line  of  Township  31  North 
Ranges  18  and  19  East. 

The  area  would  provide  opportunities  for  wilderness  experiences  within  a  day's 
drive  of  7  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas.  The  area  is  also  located 
within  100  air  miles  of  four  designated  wilderness  areas  and  one  administra- 
tively endorsed  WSA. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  well  managed  to  preserve  wilderness 
values.  No  factors  would  impair  wilderness  character.  The  suitable  area  is 
entirely  BLM  land  with  no  private  inholdings.  Boundaries  are  very  manageable 
using  natural  terrain  or  legal  lines  where  terrain  and  poor  accessibility 
preclude  motorized  access. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Use  of  a 
potential  but  low  priority  utility  corridor  alignment  that  passes  through  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  suitable  area  would  be  precluded.  A  second  higher 
priority  utility  corridor  alignment  that  passes  south  of  the  suitable  area 
would  remain  available  for  use  and  was  the  reason  that  the  southern  area  was 
deleted. 

There  would  be  conflicts  with  motorized  access  for  resource  management  and 
maintenance.  Road  closures  and  wilderness  designation  would  limit,  but  not 
prevent  motorized  access  as  a  tool  for  livestock,  management.  Recreational 
access,  primarily  hunting,  would  also  be  slightly  impacted  with  the  closure  of 
four  access  ways  within  the  suitable  area.  The  majority  of  motorized  use 
areas  along  the  west,  east  and  south  sides  of  the  WSA,  however,  are  excluded 
from  the  suitable  area.  Total  impact  to  recreational  hunting  access  would  be 
slight. 

Closure  of  four  access  ways  at  the  boundaries  will  be  feasible  due  to  terrain 
features.  Through  boundary  changes  the  majority  of  periferal  roaded  use  areas 
were  deleted  from  this  alternative.  Closure  of  the  remaining  foxir  access  ways 
was  deemed  necessary  to  maintain  the  wilderness  qualities  of  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  the  core  of  the  suitable  area. 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  36,435  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  possibly 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 
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WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  The  WSA  does  not  contain  resource  and  manageability  conflict 
free  areas  with  high  levels  of  Great  Basin  wilderness  qualities.  The 
implications  of  the  alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this 
WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

17,320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

34,823  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  representative  of  high  Great 
Basin  wilderness  qualities  without  significant  resource  or  manageability 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-22).  The  suitable/non-suitable  recommendations  and  the  implications  of  this 
alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation.  The  WSA  does  not  contain  resource  and  manageability 
conflict  free  areas  with  high  levels  of  Great  Basin  wilderness  qualities.  The 
implications  of  the  alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this 
WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  representative  of  high  Great  Basin 
wilderness  qualities  without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-26).  In 
addition,  approximately  200  acres  of  Non-WSA  public  surface/  private  sub- 
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surface  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  due  to  a  lack  of  significant  mineral 
values  and  high  wilderness  values.  The  suitable/non-suitable  recommendations 
and  the  implications  of  this  alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III 
for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Those  portions  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  representative  of  high 
Great  Basin  wilderness  qualities  without  significant  resource  or  manageability 
conflicts  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map 
2-28).  In  addition,  approximately  1,650  acres  of  public  surface/private 
subsurface  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  due  to  a  lack  of  significant 
mineral  values  and  high  wilderness  values  and  160  acres  of  private  lands  would 
be  recommended  for  acquisition  and  wilderness  designation.  The  private  parcel 
has  no  access  and  the  owner  has  expressed  interest  in  sale  or  trade.  The 
suitable/non-suitable  recommendation  and  the  implications  of  this  alternative 
are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

780  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
23,350  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

A  small  portion  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  would  be  recommended  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation  as  a  natural  topographic  extension  of  an  admin- 
istratively endorsed  Sheldon  National  Wildlife  Refuge  WSA  (Map  2-30).  The 
suitable  portion  is  in  a  natural  condition  and  has  no  significant  resource 
conflicts.  The  suitable/non-suitable  recommendations  and  the  implications  of 
this  alternative  are  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

23,260  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

48,730  Acres  Designated  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC) 

86,740  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  representative  of  high  Great  Basin 
wilderness  qualities  without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts 
would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  (Map  2-33).  In 
addition,  48,730  acres  would  be  recommended  for  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC)  designation  designed  to  enhance  management  of  archaeological, 
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wildlife  and  remaining  natural  values  on  the  Massacre  benches.  The 
non-suitable/non-ACEC  portions  of  the  WSA  include  the  Lone  Pine  Mining 
District,  the  woodcutting  area  and  the  entire  western  and  southern  border 
area.  Areas  recommended  as  non-suitable/non-ACEC  were  excluded  due  to 
significant  resource  and  manageability  conflicts  discussed  in  Alternatives  II 
and  III.  The  ACEC  portion  of  the  WSA  was  recommended  non-suitable  due  to 
potential  conflicts  with  archaeological  excavations,  minerals  and  the  large 
numbers  of  human  imprints  on  the  landscape.  However,  the  archaeological  and 
wildlife  values  do  warrant  the  special  management  consideration  provided  by 
ACEC  designation. 

The  suitable  portions  would  have  the  mandatory  characteristics  for  wilder- 
ness. Naturalness  within  the  suitable  portion  is  the  highest  within  the 
entire  WSA.  Offsite  sights  and  sounds  and  adjacent  non-wilderness  management 
would  not  degrade  wilderness  values  or  experiences.  Most  of  the  exceptional 
archaeological  values  would  be  outside  the  suitable  portion,  but  within  the 
ACEC  portion. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  could  be  reasonably  managed  to  preserve 
wilderness  values.  There  would  be  no  factors  which  would  degrade  the 
wilderness  character. 

No  significant  energy  or  mineral  values  have  been  identified.  Mineral 
activities  could  continue  under  existing  laws  on  the  non-suitable  portions 
including  the  ACEC  portion. 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  access  for 
management  project  work  or  recreation. 

Non-designation  of  86,740  acres  (including  48,730  acres  ACEC)  would  result  in 
minimum  degradation  of  the  wilderness  character  of  all  the  WSA,  except  in  and 
near  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District.  Existing  ways  and  roads  would  be  kept 
open  and  lengthened  over  time.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock 
grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  On 
the  ACEC  area,  archaeological  values  would  be  expected  to  receive  more  in- 
tensive management  than  if  they  were  not  managed  under  an  ACEC.  Wildlife 
populations  would  also  be  expected  to  benefit  from  special  management  actions 
anticipated  under  ACEC  management.  Non-ACEC  management  would  be  guided  under 
the  existing  land  use  plan. 


2-84 


MA   AND  ACREAGE 


SUMMARY  OF  ACREAGE  RECOMMENDATIONS 


ALTERNATIVES 


II 


III 


IV 


VI 


-120-311 

liLson  Mountain 

2,650  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

20,692* 
0 

15,090 
5,560 

7,660 
12,990 

0 
20,650 

0 
20,650 

7,660 
12,990 

-20-609 
/  Springs 
i,460  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

48,484* 
0 

25,220 
23,240 

25,174 
23,286 

0 
48,460 

0 
48,460 

0 
48,460 

-20-612 

saddle  Mountain 

5,790  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

63,881* 
0 

32,640 
31,150 

24,510 
39,280 

30,930 
32,860 

0 
63,790 

37,240 
26,550 

-20-615 
/Valley  Rim 
9,025  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

95,046* 
0 

47,340 
47,685 

36,230 
58,705 

0 
95,025 

0 
95,025 

52,530 
42,495 

-20-619 
Ealo  Hills 
1, 315  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

47,342* 
0 

30,080 
17,235 

23,230 
24,085 

0 
47,315 

0 
47,315 

0 
47,315 

^20-619A 

it  Peaks 

S ,405  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

91,420* 
0 

52,920 
38,485 

52,620 
38,785 

59,730 
31,675 

0 
91,405 

54,970 
36,435 

120-805 
L  Canyon 
>,790  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

45,795* 
0 

29,540 
16,250 

26,520 
19,270 

0 
45,790 

0 
45,790 

0 
45,790 

)20-913/NV-020-008 
:le  High  Rock 
£,143  Acres** 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

52,893* 
0 

46,381* 
6,500 

21,190* 
31,083 

17,450* 
34,823 

0 
52,143 

17,450* 
34,823 

320-913A 
low  Rock 
3,050  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

13,063* 
0 

13,050 
0 

6,390 
6,660 

0 
13,050 

0 
13,050 

0 
13,050 

020-913B 
h   Rock 
3,300  Acres 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

34,317* 
0 

34,300* 
0 

12,180* 
21,320 

12,180* 
21,320 

0 
33,300 

12,180* 
21,320 

020-914/NV-020-006A 
t  Fork  High  Rock 

Suitable 
Unsuitable 

55,480* 
0 

42,300* 
11,750 

33,620* 
20,190 

33,620* 
20,190 

0 
52,000 

33,620* 
20,190 

2,000  Acres 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACREAGE  RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Cont.) 


WSA  AND  ACREAGE 


ALTERNATIVES 


II 


III 


IV 


VI 


CA-020-1012 
Sheldon  Contiguous 
24,130  Acres 


Suitable 
Unsuitable 


24,140* 
0 


12,473* 
11,660 


780 
23,350 


0 
24,130 


0 
24,130 


23, 


CA-020-1013 
Massacre  Rim 
110,000  Acres 


Suitable    110,009*   91,179*  61,244*    0        0      23, 
Unsuitable     0       18,830   48,760  110,000   110,000    86, 


TOTAL 
697,058  Acres 


Suitable 
Unsuitable 


704,732*  472,513*  331,348*  153,910*     0      239, 
0      228,345  367,764  545,288   697,058   459, 


*   Includes  Non-WSA  acreage  (See:  Alternatives,  Chapter  II.) 
**  Acreage  includes  State  land  acquired  through  exchange  by 
BLM  in  1984  and  now  included  as  part  of  WSA. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WILDERNESS  MANAGEABILITY 


WSA  CA-020-311  -  TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

The  Tunnison  Mountain  portion  of  the  WSA  identified  as  suitable  in  Alterna- 
tives III  and  VI  could  be  managed  as  wilderness  with  minimal  conflicts.  The 
area  has  only  one  low  use  access  way  and  no  cherrystem  roads  within  it. 
Identified  boundaries  utilize  physical  features  or  legal  boundaries  where 
motorized  use  does  not  occur,  or  in  the  case  of  the  way  could  be  easily 
controlled. 

, WSA  CA-020-609  -  FIVE  SPRINGS 


The  suitable  area  identified  in  Alternative  III  could  be  managed  as  wil- 
derness. The  identified  boundaries  utilize  steep  slopes  that  will  provide 
manageable  control  of  most  4  wheel  drive  access.  However,  open  segments  of 
the  boundary  do  exist  where  4  wheel  drives  willing  to  fight  through  rough, 
rocky  terrain  could  enter  the  WSA.  Field  patrol  would  be  needed  to  deter 
these  occasional  violators.  Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would  be  sporadic  and 
temporary. 

WSA  CA-020-612  -  SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

The  suitable  area  identified  in  Alternative  II,  III,  IV,  and  VI  could  be 
managed  as  wilderness  with  the  following  provisions: 

Alternative  II: 

Field  presence  necessary  during  fall  hunting  season  to  insure  motorized 
users  in  Skedaddle  Creek  drainage  remain  outside  the  suitable  area  on 
cherrystem  roads  and  ways. 

Alternative  III: 

Manageable. 

Alternative  IV: 

Closure  of  one  access  way  south  of  Skedaddle  Creek  and  closure  of  Spencer 
Creek  Road;  field  presence  during  fall  hunting  season  to  insure  motorized 
use  along  East  Side  Skedaddle  Road  remains  outside  the  suitable  area  and 
within  the  300'  set  back  area  along  the  boundary  road. 

Alternative  VI: 

Field  presence  needed  on  East  Side  Skedaddle  Creek  Road  during  the  fall  as 
in  Alternative  IV  and  on  Skedaddle  Creek  drainage  roads  and  ways  as  in 
Alternative  II. 
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WSA  CA-020-615  -  DRY  VALLEY  RIM 


The  suitable  areas  identified  in  Alternative  II,  III,  and  VI  could  be  managed 
for  wilderness  with  the  following  provisions: 

Alternative  II: 

Field  presence  necessary  on  the  access  way  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle 
Creek  to  insure  motorized  users  remain  outside  of  the  suitable  area. 

Alternative  III: 

Manageable. 

Alternative  VI: 

Field  presence  necessary  along  East  Side  Skedaddle  Road  and  at  the  mouth 
of  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  to  insure  motorized  use  in  these  areas 
respects  300'  set  back  off  Skedaddle  Road  and  closure  of  East  Fork  of 
Skedaddle  Creek. 

WSA  CA-020-619  -  BUFFALO  HILLS 

The  suitable  area  identified  in  Alternative  III  could  be  managed  as  wil- 
derness, but  would  have  occasional  motorized  violations  disturbing  solitude 
during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Gradual  sloping  terrain  on  the  north  and  west 
portions  of  the  suitable  area  allow  individuals  with  4  wheel  drives  that  are 
willing  to  fight  over  rough,  rocky  surfaces  to  drive  beyond  the  identified 
boundaries.  Field  patrol  would  be  needed  to  deter  these  occasional  viola- 
tors.  Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would  be  sporadic  and  temporary. 

WSA  CA-020-619A  -  TWIN  PEAKS 

The  suitable  areas  identified  in  Alternative  II  and  III  are  manageable.  The 
suitable  areas  in  Alternatives  IV  and  VI  are  manageable  with  these  provisions: 

Alternative  IV  and  VI: 

Manageable  with  closure  of  four  access  ways  using  gates  and  natural  canyon 
and  hillside  features.  Field  presence  needed  in  fall  during  hunting 
season  to  insure  closures  are  maintained. 

WSA  CA-020-805  -  WALL  CANYON 

The  central  core  area  of  the  WSA  could  be  adequately  managed  as  described  in 
Alternative  III. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  adjacent  to  the  Nolan  Ranch  on  the  southeastern 
boundary  is  a  large  meadow  bisected  by  a  stream  course.  The  meadow  is  visible 
from  the  boundary  roads  and  the  nearby  topography  precludes  effective  barriers 
to  vehicle  access  to  the  meadow  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008  -  LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 


The  portion  of  the  WSA  including  Little  High  Rock  Canyon,  McConnell  Canyon  and 
the  buttes  between  the  two  canyons  and  north  of  Little  High  Rock.  Canyon  form 
the  only  contiguous  manageable  unit.  This  portion  is  described  in  Alternative 
III. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is  unmanageable  due  to  flat  to  rolling  terrain 
covered  with  vast  stands  of  low  sagebrush.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
offer  few  effective  barriers  to  controlling  vehicle  access  on  the  existing 
ways  or  for  cross  country  travel. 

WSA  CA-020-913A  -  YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  including  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  the  ridgeline  to  the 
south  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  form  the  manageable  portion  of  the  WSA.  This  area 
is  described  in  Alternative  III. 


The  portion  of  the  WSA  north  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  along  the  southwestern 
and  southeastern  boundaries  are  flat  to  rolling  with  extensive  stands  of  low 
sagebrush.  The  topography  and  vegetation  offer  almost  no  barriers  to  vehicle 
access  within  the  WSA  or  existing  ways  or  for  cross  country  travel. 

WSA  CA-020-913B  -  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  including  the  western  side  of  High  Rock  Canyon,  lower 
Yellow  Rock  Canyon,  Lower  Grassy  Canyon,  and  Mahogany  Canyon  form  a  manageable 
unit.   This  area  is  described  in  Alternative  III. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is  again  dominated  by  low  sagebrush  and  gentle 
topography  which  would  preclude  effective  control  of  vehicle  access. 

WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A  -  EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

The  main  body  of  the  WSA  is  protected  by  topographic  and  man-made  boundaries 
and  can  be  adequately  managed  as  described  in  Alternative  III. 

The  northern  third  and  several  small  bands  along  the  eastern  and  western 
boundaries  are  flat  to  rolling  topography  with  low,  sparse  brush  stands  which 
again  preclude  effective  control  of  vehicle  access. 

WSA  CA-020-1012  -  SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

One  small  portion  of  the  WSA  in  the  southeastern  corner  would  be  manageable. 
This  portion  is  described  in  Alternative  III. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  consists  of  predominantly  flat  ephemeral  lake  basins 
and  gently  sloping  low  sagebrush  tablelands.  The  manageability  problems  are 
again  lack  of  effective  vehicle  access  control. 
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WSA  CA-020-1013  -  MASSACRE  RIM 


The  majority  of  the  WSA  is  manageable  due  to  topographic  features,  dense 
vegetation  and  limited  access  through  private  lands.  The  manageable  portion 
of  the  WSA  is  described  in  Alternative  III. 

The  unmanageable  portion  includes  generally  areas  adjacent  to  the  western  and 
southern  boundaries  where  seeding,  networks  of  roads  and  ways,  and  low  sage- 
brush tables  would  preclude  effective  vehicle  control. 
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CUMULATIVE  SUMMARY 
OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  will  be  protected 
on  704,732  acres  through  designation. 


Wilderness  values  will  be  protected 
on  472,513  acres  through  designation. 


Wilderness  values  will  be  protected 
331,348  acres  through  designation. 


Future  development  on,  and  access  to, 
85  private  inholdings  could  impair 
solitude  to  surrounding  wilderness 
designated. 


Future  development  on,  and  access  to, 
44  private  inholdings  could  impair 
solitude  to  surrounding  wilderness 
designated. 


Future  development  on,  and  access  to, 
21  private  inholdings  could  impair 
solitude  to  surrounding  wilderness 
designated. 


5,500  acres  would  be  maintained  in  a 
non  natural  condition  due  to  periodic 
retreatment  with  herbicides. 


18,200  acres  of  wilderness  would  be 
foregone  because  of  range  seedings 
and  herbicide  applications. 


18,200  acres  of  wilderness  would  be 
foregone  because  of  range  seedings 
and  herbicide  applications. 


Unsuitable  designation  of  228,345 
acres  would  lead  to  a  slow  decline 
of  wilderness  values  as  ways  are 
lengthened  and  motorized  use  occurs. 


Unsuitable  designation  of  367,764 
acres  would  lead  to  a  slow  decline 
of  wilderness  values  as  ways  are 
lengthened  and  motorized  use  occurs. 


Minerals 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  704,732 
acres  designated. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  472,513 
acres  designated. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  331,348 
acres  designated. 


Energy 


Livestock 


Segments  of  potential  utility  corri- 
dors are  unavailable  for  development. 


Long  term  goals  for  3  allotments  may 
not  be  met  due  to  prohibiting  4,000 
acres  of  seeding. 


Potential  high  priority  utility  cor- 
ridors available  for  development. 
Lower  priority  corridor  unavailable 
for  development. 

No  significant  impact. 


Potential  utility  corridors  avail- 
able for  development. 


No  significant  impact. 


Wild  Horses  &  Burros  Loss  of  one  trap  site  would  signifi- 
cantly increase  capture  costs  in  one 
WSA. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


Wildlife 


No  significant  overall  impact.   Rein- 
troduced Bighorn  Sheep  would  benefit 
do  to  reduced  visitor  levels. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Recreation 


Cultural 


Significant  loss  of  recreational  hunt- 
er days  due  to  loss  of  access. 

Significant  loss  of  use  to  established 
motorcycle  route. 

Designation  would  help  protect  sites 
from  vandalism  through  reduced  access. 


Social  and  Economic    No  significant  impact. 


Minor  loss  of  recreational  hunter 
days  due  to  loss  of  access. 

No  significant  impact  to  motor- 
cyclists. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  loss  of  access  to 
hunting  areas. 

Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impact. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  will  be  protected 
on  153,910  acres  through  designation. 


Future  development  on,  and  access  to, 
3  private  inholdings  could  impair  sol- 
itude to  surrounding  wilderness  desig- 
nated. 


Wilderness  values  will  not  be  pro- 
tected through  designation. 


Wilderness  values  will  be  protec- 
ted on  239,690  acres  through  des- 
ignation. 

Future  development  on,  and  access 
to,  10  private  inholdings  could  im- 
pair solitude  to  wilderness  desig- 
nated. 


18,200  acres  of  wilderness  would  be 
foregone  because  of  range  seedings 
and  herbicide  applications. 

Unsuitable  designation  of  545,288 
acres  would  lead  to  a  slow  decline 
of  wilderness  values  as  ways  are 
lengthened  and  motorized  use  occurs. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  on  153,910 
acres  designated. 

Same  as  Alternative  III. 


18,200  acres  of  wilderness  would 
be  foregone  because  of  range  seed- 
ings and  herbicide  applications. 

Unsuitable  designation  of  697,058 
acres  would  lead  to  a  slow  decline 
of  wilderness  values  as  ways  are 
lengthened  and  motorized  use  occurs. 

Non-designation  will  leave  area  open 
to  claims  and  leases. 

Same  as  Alternative  III. 


18,200  acres  of  wilderness  would  be 
foregone  because  of  range  seedings 
and  herbicide  applications. 

Unsuitable  designation  of  459,508 
acres  would  lead  to  a  slow  decline 
of  wilderness  values  as  ways  are 
lengthened  and  motorized  use  occurs. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  on  239,690 
acres  designated. 

Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  loss  of  access  to  hunting  areas.     Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  loss  of  use  ro  motorcyclists. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Sites  would  remain  accessible. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT'S  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management's  preferred  alternative  is  Alternative  VI  -  the 
Proposed  Action.  This  alternative  recommends  approximately  237,840  acres  as 
suitable  for  wilderness.  The  following  rationale  was  used  in  making  this 
selection.  It  is  abstracted  from  the  TRT's  Technical  Report  of  which  the 
Bureau  was  an  active  member. 


WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

7,660  Acres  Wilderness 
12,990  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  7,660  acres  are  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  by  the  Technical 
Review  Team  for  these  reasons: 

Wilderness  Qualities: 

Area  contains  over  5,000  acres,  provides  good  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation. 

Diverse  Vegetation: 

Area  contains  diverse  vegetation,  rich  riparian  zone,  pine,  juniper, 
meadows  and  sage/grass  communities. 

Willow  Creek: 

Willow  Creek  and  its  canyon  are  unique  features  among  WSA's  under  study  - 
topography,  fishery,  archaeological  values. 

Motorized  Access: 

No  motorized  access  routes  exist  within  the  recommended  suitable  area 
hence  no  change  in  present  use  patterns  should  occur  with  wilderness 
designations. 

Livestock  Development: 

A  proposed  division  fence  can  occur  within  BLM  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  guidelines  under  wilderness. 

Private  Inholdings: 

Two  private  inholdings  not  owned  by  livestock  permittees  occur  within  the 
WSA.  Future  access  could  be  provided  from  east  and  west  if  needed  as  per 
reasonable  access  provisions  of  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Size: 

WSA  size  is  relatively  small  but  this  is  not  an  impairment  to  suitability. 

Conflicts  are  Minimal: 

Little  change  from  present  situation  with  wilderness  designation.  Hunting 
and  fishing  use  can  continue  unimpaired. 
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The  team  recommends  12,700  acres  non-suitable  for  these  reasons: 

North  -  Private  inholdings  make  management  of  northern  i  of  WSA 
difficult.  All  owners  are  not  livestock  permittees.  Future  use 
of  inholdings  uncertain.  Configuration  of  area  is  a  long  narrow 
ridge  reducing  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Southeast  -  Open  access  to  area  along  east  boundary  near  Pete's  Creek; 
difficult  to  control  vehicle  access;  open  terrain  along  south 
boundary  and  "The  Crossing  Road";  heavy  year  round  use  of  area 

south  of  boundary  for  wood  cutting  -  motorized  access  difficult 
to  control;  lower  Willow  Creek  Canyon  below  Pete's  Creek  well 
protected  by  canyon  rims  -  no  change  in  threat  to  archaeological 
values  without  wilderness  designation;  area  already  under 
protection  as  cultual  resource  district. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

0  Acres  Wilderness 

48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 


The  non-suitable  recommendation  is  based  on  the  following  reasons: 

High  level  chukar  hunting  occurs  throughout  the  WSA  with  motorized  access 
occurring  along  most  lower  slopes  on  south,  west  and  north.  Motorized 
access  also  occurs  in  center  of  unit  in  upper  reaches  of  Stony  Creek. 

The  non-motorized  use  area  is  an  awkward  ridge  top  configuration  which 
would  not  be  a  good  candidate  for  a  wilderness  suitable  recommendation. 

The  WSA  should  remain  in  its  present  multiple  use  status.  Although  some 
portions  of  the  WSA  contain  good  wilderness  qualities  the  TRT  felt  that 
portions  of  the  the  other  WSA's  under  study  contained  higher  wilderness 
qualities.  The  TRT  supports  wilderness  suitability  recommendation  in  4  of 
the  6  other  WSA's  under  study.  Some  areas  should  remain  entirely  open  for 
hunter  use  without  motorized  restrictions. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

37,240  Acres  Wilderness 
26,550  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  37,240  acres  for  wilderness  designation 
for  these  reasons: 

High  Wilderness  Qualities: 

The   Skedaddle   and   Amedee   Mountains;   large   rugged   landform   affords 
excellent  opportunities  for  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
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Good  Destination  Type  Attractions: 

Many  good  challenging  hiking  areas,  peaks  and  canyons  are  within  the 
suitable  area. 

High  Wildlife  Values: 

Deer,  antelope,  chukar  populations  are  good.  High  numbers  of  nesting 
raptors  and  excellent  opportunities  for  viewing  eagles  are  a  high 
enhancement  value  for  a  wilderness  experience. 

Wild  Horses: 

Wild  horses  add  interest  to  the  area. 

Archaeology: 

National  Register  Archaeological  sites  on  the  south  and  west  slopes  add 
interest  to  the  area. 

Scenic  Quality: 

High  quality  scenic  vistas  within  and  beyond  WSA  (dramatic  land  forms) 
enhance  wilderness  experience. 

Existing  Backcountry  Use: 

The  area  is  presently  popular  for  recreational  use,  day  hikes  and 
overnight  backpacking  trips. 

Accessibility: 

The  area  is  near  population  centers  -  Susanville,  Reno,  Sparks,  Sacramento 
(accessible  for  many  people). 

There  is  good  access  into  unit  via  existing  cherrystem  roads  -  Wendel 
Canyon  Road,  Spencer  Basin  Road,  Skedaddle  Creek  Roads,  roads  to  the  north 
slope  springs. 

Springs  &  Aspen  Groves : 

Many  springs  and  aspen  groves  scattered  through  WSA  add  diversity  to  unit. 

Hunt  ing : 

High  deer  and  chuckar  hunting  use  can  continue  in  the  suitable  area. 
Heavy  motorized  access  areas  are  left  out  of  the  suitable  area. 

Livestock  and  Wildlife  Developments: 

Can  occur  according  to  BLM  "Brown  Book"  when  needed  for  resource 
protection  or  more  effective  management  of  the  resource. 

Motorized  Vehicles: 

Occasional  use  of  motorized  equipment  by  livestock  operators  and  BLM  can 
occur  where  practical  alternatives  do  not  exist.  This  includes  motorized 
vehicle  transport  and  resupply  of  sheep  camps.   (BLM  Brown  Book  III  H.l.d.) 

Access  to  Private  Inholdings: 

BLM  "Brown  Book"  guidelines  require  BLM  provide  inholding  landowners  with 
adequate  access  (page  12j).  Motorized  access  may  be  allowed  if  no  other 
reasonable  alternative  exists. 
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minerals : 

Future  development  of  the  perlite  claim  can  occur  as  the  claimant  has 

grandfathered  rights.   The  claimed  areas  are  included  within  the  suitable 

recommendation  because  the  canyon  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Hot  Springs 

Peaks  portion  of  the  WSA.  Portions  of  the  Wendel  KGRA  are  included  within 
the  suitable  recommendation  area  because  these  areas  are  entirely  cliffs 
and  steep  slopes  which  would  be  very  difficult  to  drill  from  on  site. 

Sierra  Army  Depot: 

The  Technical  Review  Team  endorses  wilderness  suitability  in  the  Skedaddle 
WSA  provided  that  Sierra  Army  Depot  Operations  will  not  be  altered  by 
wilderness  designation.  The  TRT  recognizes  the  Sierra  Army  Depot 
activities  as  legitimate  uses  of  nearby  land  and  recommends  to  local, 
State,  and  Federal  authorities  that  there  be  no  impairment  of  Depot 
activities  because  of  wilderness  designation.  Specifically,  wilderness 
designation  will  not  affect  standards  for  air  quality,  noise,  and  smell. 
Security  access  into  the  wilderness  area  will  be  allowed  on  a  justified 
need  basis. 

Landing  of  aircraft  in  a  wilderness  area  can  continue  where  such  use 
occurred  prior  to  establishment  of  area  as  wilderness  (BLM  Brown  Book  p. 
10,  No.  5). 

If  designation  as  wilderness,  Sierra  Army  Depot  will  be  directly  consulted 
in  the  development  of  a  wilderness  management  plan  for  the  Skedaddle 
Mountains  WSA. 


The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  26,550  acres  non-suitable  for  these 
reasons : 


North  - 


Area  north  of  recommended  boundary  is  readily  accessible  to  motorized 
vehicles  on  existing  ways  or  via  open  terrain.  The  area  contains 
developed  springs  and  reservoirs  that  require  periodic  motorized 
access  for  maintenance  and  are  also  popular  upland  game  hunting 
areas.   Motorcycle  trail  riding  also  occurs  in  the  area. 


East  -  A  100'  setback  off  all  cherrystemmed  routes  in  Skedaddle  Creek  Basin 
to  allow  for  continued  hunter  access  and  livestock  operation  access. 
300'  setback  along  Skedaddle  Road  to  allow  for  motorized  pulloffs. 

South  -  Lassen  County  Public  Safety  Zone  around  Sierra  Army  Depot  deleted  to 
provide  additional  buffer  between  wilderness  and  Depot's  demolition 
area. 

West  -  Portions  of  sections  17,  20,  21,  28,  T.29N.,  R.16E.,  deleted  due  to 
open  terrain  readily  accessible  to  motorized  vehicles.  Along 
portions  of  County  Road  that  forms  boundary  and  along  Brubeck  Springs 
Road  300'  setback  for  motorized  pulloffs  and  maintenance.  Southeast 
£  section  9,  T.29N.,  R.16E.,  deleted  to  provide  for  continued 
motorized  use  of  old  way  off  Brubeck  Springs  Road  pass.  Cherrystem 
roads  up  Wendel  Canyon's  north  and  south  forks  allow  for  continued 
motorized  use  for  hunting  and  hiking  access. 
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WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

52,530  Acres  Wilderness 
42,495  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  52,530  acres  for  wilderness  designation 
for  these  reasons: 

High  Wilderness  Qualities: 

Expansive  size,  rugged  north  and  east  escarpments,  excellent  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  areas  with  good  natural  appearing 
conditions. 

Dry  Valley  Rim: 

Significant  physical  feature;  spectacular  expansive  vistas  from  rim  top; 
excellent  hiking  opportunities  in  canyon  that  cut  into  the  rim. 

Many  Destination  Type  Attractions: 
Particular  attractions: 
Red  Rock  Canyon 

-  Parker  Canyon 

-  Thomas  Canyon 

-  Eagle's  Head 

Varied  Land  Forms  Throughout  WSA: 

-  Gradual  slopes  to  steep  rugged  cliffs  along  the  rim. 

-  Broad  gently  sloping  to  steep  narrow  canyons. 

High  Wildlife  Values: 

-  Large  deer  populations 

-  Antelope  prevalent 

-  Large  sage  grouse  populations 

-  Good  chukar  populations 

-  Good  opportunity  for  viewing  wildlife 

Wild  Horses: 

-  Add  interest  to  wilderness  experience. 

-  Good  opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses. 

High  Cultural  Resource  Potential: 

-  Evidence  of  cultural  sites  found  at  the  4  field  tour  stops  which  ranged 
from  drainages  to  ridge  tops. 

-  Landforms  indicate  good  potential  for  additional  sites  throughout  WSA. 

Wilderness  Complex: 

4  1/2  mile  common  boundary  with  portion  of  Skedaddle  WSA  recommended 

suitable  by  TRT. 

-  In  effect  establishes  a  larger  overall  wilderness  complex  by  having 
adjacent  suitable  areas,  with  common  boundaries. 
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fildlife  Facilities: 

Construction  of  guzzlers  can  occur  within  wilderness  according  to  BLM 
Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

-  Wildlife  add  particular  interest  to  this  WSA. 

-  Guzzlers  will  enable  upland  game  and  antelope  to  increase  in  numbers 
which  will  in  turn  increase  the  opportunitites  for  viewing  wildlife  and 
thus  enhance  wilderness  qualities. 


Livestock  and  Wildlife  Developments: 

Can  occur  according  to  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy  when  needed  for 
resource  protection  or  more  effective  management  of  the  resource. 

Motorized  Vehicles: 

Occasional  use  of  motorized  equipment  by  livestock  operators  and  BLM  can 
occur  where  practical  alternatives  do  not  exist.  This  includes  motorized 
vehicle  transport  and  resupply  of  sheep  camps.   (BLM  Brown  Book  III  H.l.d.) 

Access  to  Private  Inholdings: 

BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy  guidelines  require  BLM  provide  inholding 
landowners  with  adequate  access.  Motorized  access  may  be  allowed  if  no 
other  reasonable  alternative  exists. 


The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  42,495  acres  non-suitable  for  these 
reasons : 

North  -  Area  between  Smoke  Creek  Road  and  base  of  steep  slopes  deleted  to 
allow  for  motorized  access  and  improve  manageability  of  boundary. 

East  -  Area  east  of  the  base  of  Dry  Valley  Rim  deleted  to  provide  for 
motorized  access  and  space  for  north  south  utility  corridor.  Also 
provides  good  manageability  of  boundary  areas. 

South  -  Area  south  of  boundary  between  Twin  Peaks/Winter  Range  Allotments 
deleted  to  eliminate  an  area  adversely  impacted  by  near  daily  drift 
of  smoke  and  dust  clouds  over  the  area  originating  from  Sierra  Army 
Depot  demolition  site.  This  activity  impacts  naturalness  in  the 
area.  Open  country  and  numerous  access  ways  on  the  southern  slopes 
of  this  area  also  make  management  of  this  area  difficult. 

West  -  A  300'  setback  along  Skedaddle  Road  deleted  to  provide  for  motorized 
pulloff  and  road  maintenance.  Access  ways  to  Larkspur  Reservoir  and 
Willow  Reservoir  deleted  to  provide  continued  motorized  access  for 
hunting.  Lower  slopes  from  Willow  Reservoir  to  Gilman  Spring  to  the 
reservoir  in  T.30N.,  R.17E.,  Section  2  SW^SWi  deleted  to  keep  area 
open  for  motorized  hunting  access.  Management  of  the  western 
boundary  along  Skedaddle  Road  and  at  the  closure  of  the  Rocky  Trail 
Reservoir  access  way  will  require  increased  BLM  field  presence  during 
hunting  season  when  most  conflicts  with  motorized  use  would  be 
expected. 
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Access  to  this  area  is  from  either  north  or  south  on  the  Skedaddle 
Road.  This  provides  two  control  points  that  could  be  used  to  put  all 
area  users  on  notice  of  boundary  locations  and  restrictions.  Field 
patrol  also  would  be  necessary  for  enforcement.  In  most  cases  all 
suitable  boundaries  in  this  WSA  and  in  the  other  recommended  suitable 
portions  of  other  WSA's  avoid  conflict  with  motorized  use  areas  and 
follow  natural  physical  barriers.  In  this  case  the  TRT  feels  that 
the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  unit  and  its  adjacent  location  to  a 
portion  of  the  Skedaddle  WSA's  suitable  area  warrant  increased  effort 
on  the  part  of  BLM  to  establish  and  maintain  a  portion  of  the  western 
boundary  where  increased  enforcement  will  be  needed. 

WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Wilderness 

47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  Technical  Review  Team  recommended  the  entire  WSA,  47,315  acres,  be  non- 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  for  these  following  reasons: 

Open  terrain  on  the  north,  west  and  along  portions  of  the  southwest 
boundaries  and  heavy  motorized  hunter  use  throughout  much  of  the  unit 
create  high  manageability  problems.  In  addition,  all  but  two  of  the  many 
private  inholdings  are  owned  by  a  land  owner  who  has  a  history  of  non- 
cooperation  with  BLM.  The  prospects  for  successful  wilderness  management 
of  public  lands  surrounding  numerous  blocks  of  this  owners  private 
inholdings,  plus  the  difficulty  of  controlling  motorized  use  in  the  open 
terrain,  combine  to  make  this  area  a  high  manageability  problem. 

The  wilderness  values  of  Buffalo  Hills  were  not  enough  to  outweigh  the 
manageability  problems  and  resource  conflicts  in  this  area.  Unique 
features  do  occur  along  the  WSA's  east  and  south  boundaries  consisting  of 
the  canyons  of  Buffalo  Creek.  Hole-in-the-Ground  also  adds  special 
interest  to  the  WSA,  however,  the  large  acreage  of  private  land  (nearly  i) 
within  Hole-in-the-Ground  owned  by  the  adversary  landowner  make  effective 
wilderness  management  of  this  feature  uncertain.  The  peripheral  location 
of  most  of  the  other  unique  physical  features  along  the  WSA  boundaries 
further  reduces  BLM's  ability  to  insure  the  protection  of  the  wilderness 
qualities  of  these  features. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

54,970  Acres  Wilderness 
36,435  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  54,970  acres  for  wilderness  designation 
for  these  reasons: 
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ligh  Wilderness  Qualities: 

Rugged  canyons,  ridges,  and  peaks  afford  excellent  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  primitive  unconfined  type  recreation  in  a  large  and  expansive 
area;  scenic  interest  is  high;  few  conflicts  with  other  existing  and 
anticipated  uses. 

Perennial  Streams  Add  Value  to  Wilderness  Experience: 

Two  perennial  creeks,  Buffalo  and  Smoke  Creeks,  flow  along  the  east  and 
west  sides  of  the  area  adding  wildlife,  scenic  and  archaeological  interest 
to  the  area. 

Archaeological  Values: 

Known  archaeological  values  are  high  along  Smoke  Creek  and  are  expected  to 
be  high  throughout  the  area.  Archaeological  values  add  good  supplemental 
value  to  a  wilderness  experience. 

Wildlife  Populations  High: 

Deer,  antelope,  chukar  are  prevalent.  Good  opportunities  for  viewing 
wildlife  add  high  interest  to  a  wilderness  experience  in  the  area. 

Wild  Horses  &  Burros: 

-  Add  interest  to  the  area. 

-  Good  opportunities  for  viewing. 

Destination  Attractions: 

Several  good  "destination"  peaks  and  canyons  within  the  area.  Very 
attractive  to  day  hikers  and  backpackers. 

Hunting: 

High  chukar  hunting  use. 

-  Heavy  motorized  access  areas  left  out  of  suitable  area. 

Livestock  and  Wildlife  Developments: 

Can  occur  according  to  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy  "Brown  Book"  when 
needed  for  resource  protection  or  more  effective  management  of  the 
wilderness  resource. 

Motorized  Equipment: 

Occasional  use  of  motorized  equipment  by  livestock  operators  and  BLM  can 

occur  where  practical  alternatives  do  not  exist.  This  includes  motorized 
vehicle  transport  and  resupply  of  sheep  camps. 

The  Technical  Review  Team  recommends  36,435  acres  non-suitable  for  these 
reasons : 

North  -  The  area  north  and  west  of  Al  Shinn  Canyon  deleted  because  of  high 
motorized  hunter  use  of  areas  off  the  present  boundary  road,  open 
terrain  accessible  to  vehicle  travel  and  private  inholdings. 
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East  -  The  area  between  Buffalo  Creek  and  the  eastern  boundary  were  deleted 
to  provide  for  continued  motorized  hunter  access  to  the  canyon's  east 
rim.  Private  inholdings  within  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon  deleted  by 
shifting  the  boundary  to  the  west  side  of  the  private  lands.  On  the 
southeast  the  deleted  area  was  dropped  out  to  provide  improved 
manageability  at  the  break  in  slope  above  the  gradual  alluvial  slopes. 

South  -  The  area  deleted  was  dropped  to  provide  sufficient  space  north  of  the 
WSA's  south  boundary  for  a  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  along 
the  route  of  the  present  underground  transcontinental  telephone  cable. 

West  -  The  area  southwest  of  the  suitable  boundary  was  deleted  to  provide 
for  continued  motorized  hunting  access  along  the  lower  slopes.  An 
isolated  finger  of  the  WSA  was  also  deleted  southwest  of  Smoke  Creek 
Reservoir  to  improve  manageability. 

WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Wilderness 

45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Wall  Canyon  was  the  only  WSA  for  which  the  TRT  could  not  reach  a  full 
consensus.  The  Team  did  agree  that  approximately  20,000  acres  were  not 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  This  includes  the  northwestern  third 
which  was  excluded  due  to  heavy  vehicular  use  associted  with  hunting  and  the 
potential  problems  of  the  private  inholdings.  The  eastern  edge  was  excluded 
because  of  private  inholdings. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  (Area  D,  28,110  acres)  proved  to  be  the  only 
stumbling  block  to  full  consensus.  Here  the  Team  split  on  the  wilderness 
quality  issue.  The  TRT  recommended  that  any  suitability  recommendation  for 
the  remainder  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  be  left  up  to  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management . 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  recommends  a  non-suitable  designation  for  the 
entire  Wall  Canyon  WSA.  The  Bureau  concurs  with  TRT  on  those  areas  for  which 
they  did  reach  a  consensus  for  non-suitability.  On  the  remaining  core  area 
(see  Alternative  III),  the  Bureau  feels  that  when  compared  to  other  mid  to 
high  elevation  WSAs  in  the  northwestern  Great  Basin,  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  does 
not  have  qualities  sufficient  for  designation  as  wilderness.  The  core  area  is 
bisected  by  a  bladed  fenceline  and  adjacent  cherrystem  road  which  reduces 
naturalness,  but  most  importantly,  the  core  does  not  contain  any  single 
feature  or  combination  of  features  such  as  vegetation,  wildlife,  geology,  or 
cultural  and  historic  values  significant  enough  to  warrant  wilderness  desig- 
nation for  the  area.  Although  the  area  possesses  the  necessary  wilderness 
characteristics  to  qualify  as  a  wilderness  study  area,  the  area  can  best  be 
described  in  our  judgement  as  average  for  this  region  with  other  areas  being 
more  suitable. 
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HIGH  ROCK  COMPLEX: 

CA-020-913/NV-020-008  -  Little  High  Rock  Canyon 
CA-020-913A  -  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
CA-020-913B  -  High  Rock  Canyon 
CA-020-914/NV-020-006A  -  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon 

The  TRT  felt  that  their  recommendation  for  the  four  High  Rock  area  WSA's 
constitutes  a  wilderness  complex  and  that  the  rationale  for  each  of  the  three 
suitable  areas  are  very  similar.  The  TRT  felt  strongly  that  the  three 
suitable  areas  in  the  complex  represent  high  quality  wilderness  proposals. 
The  areas  are  quite  natural  in  character,  remaining  much  as  when  the  pioneers 
used  the  emigrant  trail.  The  rough  topography  is  highly  conductive  to  both 
solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  In  addition,  the  three 
units  possess  a  wealth  of  supplemental  values  which  complement  the  wilderness 
designation.  The  relief  in  the  canyons  contrasts  with  the  open  uplands  to 
create  an  area  of  superb  scenic  quality.  The  cultural  resources  in  the  area 
provide  quality  educational  and  scientific  opportunities  for  both  the 
archaeological  and  historic  interests.  On  the  wildlife  side,  the  areas  have 
outstanding  antelope  and  raptor  values  with  the  potential  for  a  large  Califor- 
nia bighorn  sheep  population  after  a  proposed  reintroduction.  Wilderness 
designation  would  also  allow  an  opportunity  to  explore  wild  horse  management 
under  natural  conditions. 

Additionally,  1850  acres  of  non-WSA  split  estate  is  recommended  to  be 
disignated  wilderness  because  of  its  low  mineral  value  and  high  wilderness 
values,  and  the  fact  that  an  earlier  existing  planning  decision  was  made  to 
acquire  the  mineral  estate.  Another  290  acres  of  non-WSA  private  land 
inholdings  are  also  high  in  wilderness  values  and  the  landowners  are  known  to 
be  interested  in  a  potential  exchange. 

The  non-suitable  portions  of  the  complex,  including  all  of  the  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon  WSA,  were  excluded  from  the  suitable  portion  because  of  conflicts  with 
mineral  exploration  and  development  potential  conflicts  with  livestock  and 
wild  horse  management,  and  manageability  of  the  wilderness  values.  For  ease 
of  explanation,  the  non-suitable  portions  are  discussed  on  a  WSA  specific 
basis. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

17,320  Acres  Wilderness 
34,823  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  northwestern  portion  was  excluded  because  it  has  been  treated  with 
herbicides  in  the  past  and  will  require  future  treatments  to  maintain  the 

livestock  forage  capacity  of  the  area.  The  southwestern  portion  was  excluded 
due  to  existing  and  potential  mineral  exploration  and  development,  a  proposed 
700  acre  range  improvement  seeding,  and  vehicle  manageability  problems.  The 
northern  portion  was  excluded  due  to  problems  with  manageability  associated 
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with  maintaining  existing  ways  open  for  livestock  management  (primarily 
associated  with  sheep  operations),  while  trying  to  restrict  public  use  of  the 
same  ways.  The  eastern  edge  was  excluded  to  minimize  manageability  problems 
by  moving  boundaries  back  to  topographic  features  restrictive  to  vehicle 
access. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Wilderness 

13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

None  of  the  WSA  was  recommended  as  suitable.  Two  overall  factors  influenced 
the  Team's  rationale.  First,  the  entire  WSA  has  good  mineral  potential  and, 
secondly,  the  team  feels  that  while  Upper  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  is  a  scenic  area, 
it  does  not  compare  to  other  canyon  country  recommended  as  suitable.  The 
northern  third  has  vehicle  manageability  problems  due  to  the  open  terrain  and 
low  vegetation.  The  southern  half  is  cut  by  a  series  of  bladed  fence  lines 
which  detract  from  naturalness  over  large  portions  of  the  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Wilderness 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

The  northwestern  lobe  was  excluded  due  to  potential  conflicts  with  existing 
and  projected  minerals  exploration  and  development  and  the  problems  of  vehicle 
access  manageability  on  gentle  rolling  terrain  with  sparse  stands  of  low 
growing  vegetation.  The  remainder  of  the  non-suitable  areas  were  excluded  due 
to  vehicle  manageability  problems  as  discussed  under  Little  High  Rock  Canyon. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Wilderness 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

The  northwestern  corner  was  excluded  due  to  conflicts  with  a  proposed  range 
improvement  seeding  and  requirements  for  periodic  road  maintenance  for  access 
to  a  wild  horse  trap  site.  The  remainder  of  the  northern  non-suitable  portion 
was  excluded  due  to  a  proposed  range  improvement  seeding  and  an  overall  lack 
of  naturalness  and  special  wilderness  quality.  The  eastern  edge  was  excluded 
because  of  documented  mineral  potential  and  problems  with  vehicle  access 
manageability  on  open  benches. 
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WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

780  Acres  Wilderness 
23,350  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  TRT  felt  that  a  small  portion  of  the  WSA  be  recommended  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  if  the  contiguous  portion  of  the  Sheldon  Refuge 
administratively-endorsed  WSA  is  designated  wilderness  by  Congress.  The 
triangular  piece  sits  in  a  corner  separated  from  Sheldon  by  a  fence,  but  is 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  BLM  WSA  by  a  continuous  rim.  Topographically, 
the  suitable  area  belongs  with  the  Sheldon  WSA. 

The  eastern  half  was  excluded  because  of  a  number  of  existing  secondary  roads 
and  ways,  moderate  hunting  levels  and  associated  vehicular  travel,  fences,  a 
burn  scar  with  a  bladed  perimeter,  and  a  lack  of  special  wilderness  features. 
The  northwestern  portion  was  excluded  because  of  heavy  vehicular  recreational 
uses  over  the  Macy  Flat  Basin,  private  lands  and  manageability  problems.  The 
southwestern  portion  was  excluded  because  of  the  private  inholdings  and  heavy 
vehicular  access  during  hunting  season. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 
23,260  Acres  Wilderness 
86,740  Acres  Non-Wilderness 
48,730  Acres  ACEC 

The  Team  feels  that  the  suitable  portion  has  high  levels  of  natural  integrity, 
good  solitude  values,  excellent  wildlife  values,  wild  horse  values,  oppor- 
tunities for  wilderness  hunting  and  high  scenic  values  of  a  type  different 
than  in  other  areas  recommended  as  suitable. 

The  TRT  recommended  that  an  ACEC  be  designated  for  the  remainder  of  the 
uplands.  The  consensus  was  that  due  to  the  potential  for  minerals  and  the 
intensive  management  required  to  scientifically  study  and  interpret  the 
archaeological  values  of  the  area,  it  was  not  suitable  for  wilderness. 
Irrespective  of  the  two  primary  reasons  for  non-suitability,  the  Team  seemed 
somewhat  split  relative  to  the  wilderness  quality  found  on  Massacre  Bench. 
The  numerous  fences  and  equipment  scars  evident  from  the  construction  of  those 
fences  were  also  a  strong  consideration  in  recommending  it  to  be  non-suitable. 
However,  the  area  does  possess  special  wildlife  and  natural  values  which, 
combined  with  the  archaeological  values,  warrants  special  management  actions. 
An  ACEC  designation  and  management  plan  should  be  designed  to  retain  the 
natural  character  of  the  area,  safeguard  the  archaeological  values,  provide 
special  attention  to  the  existing  wildlife  population  and  potential  reintro- 
ductions  (i.e.,  California  bighorn  sheep),  and  yet  allow  mineral  exploration 
to  continue. 
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The  remainder  of  the  WSA  was  excluded  due  to  impacts  to  naturalness  and  other 
wilderness  values.  The  area  contains  existing  and  proposed  range  and 
treatment  areas,  roads,  fences,  windmills,  a  large  woodcutting  area,  private 
inholdings  and  areas  with  vehicle  access  manageability  problems. 


2-106 


CI 

i— i 

O 

>  as 

-a  _.  H  o 

_l  =  !z;  _> 


1  0  1 

I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    = 

SCALE         1'  62,  500 

Contour     Interval     40   Feet 


2  Mil 


& 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsui table 


12! 

►—I 

O 


> 

3 
0) 

< 

>  = 
■D  — 

ro  ^  S! 


s? 

s;  to 

>   00 


T   31    N 


M.D.M. 


1  0  1 

I I       I       I       I 

SCALE         1   62,500 
Contour    Interval    40  Feet 


2  Miles 


3, 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsui table 


> 

Si 

CO  = 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 

Nonsuitable 


1  0  1 

I .1  I  I 


2  Mile 


SCALE        1*62,500 
Contour    Interval    20    and  40  Feet 


^ 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 

Nonsui table 


0  1 


2  Mile 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

SCALE         1   62,500 
Contour    Interval    20    and  40  Feet 


t=\ 


0  1 




2  Mil. 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private   land  within  WSA 


SCALE        1'  62. 500 
Contour    Interval     20    and  40  Feel 


[yyVj      Lassen  County  public  safety  zone 
Military  withdrawal 


CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-5 


Suitable 
Nonsuitable 


-£N> 


■■■■■■■■      -III 

SCALE        1-62,500 
Contour    Interval     20    and   40  Feet 


2  Mile 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 


ryvv]   Lassen  County  public  safety  zone 
Military  withdrawal 


CA-020-612 

SKEDADDLE 

Alternative  III 

MAP  2-6 


I5| 
1 


Suitable 


Nonsuitable 


^> 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 


I      i      I      i      i 

SCALE        1'  62.  500 
Contour    Interval     20    and  40  Fewt 


2  Mil., 


[\\Vi   Lassen  County  public  safety  zone 
Military  withdrawal 


CA-020-612 

SKEDADDLE 

Alternative  IV 

MAP  2-7 


ii; 


Suitable 
Nonsui table 


^> 


EfeEB^E 


2  Mile 


4=1 


SCALE         1    62.500 
Contour     Interval     20    and    40   F««l 


CA-020-612 

SKEDADDLE 

Alternative  VI 

MAP  2-8 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  MSA 


tvyvl   Lassen  County  public  safety  zone 
Military  withdrawal 


Nonsuitable 


0  1  2  Mile 

I  I  I  I  I 

SCALE  1' 72,000 

Contour    Inltr.ol  10,  20  and  40  Fell 


WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 


CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-9 


CA-020-615 

DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

Alternative  III 

MAP  2-10 


r'-i--^!N 


2  Mile 


CA-020-615 

DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

Alternative  VI 

MAP  2-11 


CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-12 


^c~> 


1  o  1 

I I  I         I         l- 

SCALE  1   62.500 

Contour    Intervol  20  and  40  Feel 


—  — 

—  — 

MSA  boundary 

Private  land 

Wl 

thin 

WSA 

\t 

*l 

Sui  table 

IF 

3! 

Nonsuitable 

lh 

?j 

<£> 


CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

Alternative  III 
MAP  2-13 


h-n-r+i 


1 


SCALE        1=62,500 
Contour    Interval     20  and  40  Feel 


R  16  E 


R  17  E 


R  18  E 


R  20  E 


■  ! 

*  = 


T  33  N 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsuitable 


T    31    N 


M.O.M. 


SCALE         1  =  62,500 
Contour    Interval    20  and  40  Feet 


T   32    N 


T    31    N 


M.D.M. 


SCALE         1   62,500 
Contour    Interval    20  and  40  Feet 


R    16    E 


R    17   E 


>  3     2  O 
0>  <    CO  > 


T   32    N 


T   31    N 


M.D.M. 


I   I   I   I   I   I   I   I   I   I  I 


2  Mile 


SCALE         1  =  62,500 
Contour    Interval     20  and  40  Feet 


^ 


R    16    E 


^r  - 1  r— i       I 

>  D)  to 

'  £".  ^  ° 

w  i'  ^  <^ 


T  31   N 


M.D.M 


R   18  E    


<N> 


1  ■  I  ll  II  I  ll    =fc 


1=\ 


2  Milt 


SCALE         V62.500 

Contour     Interval     20    Feet 


lH 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsuitable 


CA-020-805 
HAYS  CANYON  RANGE 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-18 


^>^>  ■■imr_   ;( 


<£> 


I I 


*=4 


2  Mile 


SCALE         1-62,500 
Contour    Interval    20   Feet 


El 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsuitable 


CA-020-805 
HAYS  CANYON  RANGE 

Alternative  III 
MAP  2-19 


R   22    1/2    E 


LEGEND 
■*■•  """^  WSA  boundary 
V/y/yj,      Private  land  within  WSA 


<£> 


I  I  I 


2  Mile 


I  I  I  I  I 

SCALE         1   62.  500 

Contour     Interval     20    Feel 


® 

& 


Sui  table 


Nonsui  table 


CA-020-913 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-20 


R   22    1/2    E 


-*'->  *.,     1! 


<£> 


1  0 

I I  I 


=t=\ 


2  Mile 


SCALE         1    62.  500 
Contour     Interval     20    Feet 


PI 

IS 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 

Nonsui  table 


CA-020-913 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternative  III 
MAP  2-21 


<N> 


hs^ 


I      I      I 


2  Mile 


SCALE         1' 62,  500 
Contour    Interval    20  Feet 


A 

3. 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsui table 


CA-020-913 

LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternatives  IV  &  VI 

MAP  2-22 


R  22  E 


R  22  1/2  E 


T  40  N 


T  39  N 


WSA  boundary 
Suitable  (entire  WSA) 


R  23  E 


M.D.M. 


2  Mil 


I I  I  I  I 

SCALE         162,500 
Contour    Interval    20  Feet 

CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-23 


•s 


s 


R   22   E 


R   22    1/2   E 


T  40  N 


T  39   N 


M.D.M. 


SCALE         162,500 
Contour    Interval    20  Feet 

CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternative  III 
MAP  2-24 


"j  i. 


1 


\ 


2  Miles        { 


LEGEND 


WSA  boundary 

Suitable 

Recommended  to  acquire  mineral 
estate  (split  estate  outside 
WSA  -  private  minerals) 


CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternative  II 
MAP  2-25 


O  1 


2  Mile 


I       I       i      4 


SCALE         1  >62,500 

Contour     Interval     20   Feet 


LEGEND 


WSA  boundary 
Suitable 
I  D  I   Nonsui table 

lQj 

Recommended  to  acquire  mineral 
I       estate   (split  estate  outside 
WSA  -   private  minerals) 


CA-020-913B 

HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

Alternatives  III,  IV  &  VI 

MAP  2-26 


<£> 


\^T+- 


2  Hilt 


SCALE  162,500 

Contour     Interval     20   Feel 


Nonsui table 

Recommended  to  acquire  mineral  estate 


7*  h>  "O 

m  ;•  3  <=> 

10  *  o  » 

N  =  &  £. 


■  jjj    Recommended  to  acquire  mineral  estate 


R  20  E 


R  21  E 


c» 

a 

M 

f 

o 

o 

as 

> 

o 

o  o 

>  3 

A-0 
NTI 

"0  fi) 

'  5 

(0  = 

05  tO 

T  47  N 


T46  N 


M.D.M. 


Nonsuitable 


<£> 


I  i  '  i  i  I  i  fff4 


1 


i  i  i  i 

SCALE         1   62.500 
Contour    Interval    20  Feet 


2  Mile 


R  20  E 


R  21  E 


CO 

a 

M 

tr1 

O 

o 

as 

> 

o 

o  o 

>  3 

"0  fi) 

2§ 

§2 

(0  = 

CO  to 

T  47  N 


T  46  N 


M.D.M- 


Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsuitable 


<£> 


i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 

SCALE        1  =  62,500 
Contour    Interval    20  Feet 


2  Mile 


R    20    E 


R    21    E 


CO 

K 

M 

> 

f 

e+ 

O 

<T> 

o 

3 

as 

fl) 

o 

o  o 

S  (D 

2^r 

>  0) 

So 

"D  — 

o% 

IO  ' 

a  t 

1    *> 

o  £ 

o  5 

CO  to 

T  47  N 


T  46  N 


M.D.M. 


Suitable 
lonsuitable 


1  0  1  2  Mil 

I  1 1  i  i  i 1 1  1 1 1         i         I         i     =d 

SCALE        1  =  62,500 

Contour    Interval     20   Feet 


LEGEND 


—  ^—  WSA  boundary 
4y//A      Private  land  within  WSA 


1] 


Suitable 


Nonsui table 


M.D.M.  R    20    E 


R    22    E 


A 
B 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 
Nonsui table 


>  > 

~  w  o 

■o  Si  w  to 

IO  <  l 

i  ©  w  g 

W  _  M  2 


T  46  N 


SCALE         1   62,500 
Contour    Interval    40   Feet 


M.D.M.  R    20    E 


R    22    E 


£ 


B 


LEGEND 

WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Suitable 

Nonsuitable  -  recommended  as  A.C.E.C 
Nonsuitable 


>  > 

2?  >> 

?  SL  w  S 

5  w  ? 

i   fl>  W  g 

CO  ^  S  co 


/      -y 

y$C 

/.•           -f 

/ 

T^lLJKM 

-  r  rjw 

^vvWrW 

r    /i5^\ 

vyCvvC1 

CHAPTER  ? 

AffECTEd  ElNViRONMENT 


Affected  Environment 


CHAPTER  III 


apter  three  describes  the  affected  environment.   It  is  in  two  sections.   The 
rst  section  discusses  affected  resources  for  all  thirteen  WSA's.   The  second 
ction  is  WSA  specific  and  talks  specifically  to  the  resources  of  each  WSA. 
is  organized  in  order  of  the  WSA  number. 


NERAL 

imate 

e  climate  of  the  study  area  is  greatly  influenced  by  the  mountain  ranges  to 
e  west  of  the  area.  Most  migrating  winter  storms  move  inland  from  the 
cific  carrying  a  heavy  load  of  moisture  as  a  result  of  the  long  trajectory 

the  air  over  the  water.  A  great  deal  of  moisture  is  extracted  as  the  air 
ves  inland  over  the  mountains  in  western  California.   The  air  then  descends 

the  lee  of  the  mountains  before  passing  across  the  study  area;  conse- 
ently,  precipitation  is  considerably  lighter  than  it  would  be  without  the 
fluence  of  the  mountains  to  the  west.  Where  the  air  is  again  lifted  by  the 
cal  mountains  within  the  units,  precipitation  totals  and  intensities  tend  to 
crease. 

ile  the  average  temperature  normally  decreases  with  elevation,  this  relation 
not  always  so  in  the  case  of  extreme  temperatures.  Both  maximum  and 
nimum  temperatures  are  influenced  by  features  of  local  topography.  Low 
mperatures,  in  particular,  can  change  sharply  within  short  distances  as  a 
suit  of  drainage  or  blocking  of  cold  air. 

ather  in  winter  in  this  area  is  marked  by  the  frequent  passage  of  low 
essure  systems  and  by  the  predominance  of  maritime  polar  air.  Precipitation 
frequent,  but  amounts  generally  are  light  over  the  plateaus  and  somewhat 
avier  in  the  mountains.  Much  of  the  winter  precipitation  is  snow.  At  high 
evations,  snowfall  is  lighter,  and  temperatures  are  warmer,  hence,  the  snow 
nerally  does  not  remain  on  the  ground  for  more  than  a  few  days  at  a  time. 

ecipitation  amounts  gradually  decrease  after  February  or  March  as  the  track 
the  storm  centers  tends  to  migrate  northward.  There  is,  however,  a 
condary  maximum  in  May.  This  increase  is  associated  with  the  passage  of 
ws  aloft  moving  across  the  region.  Summer  produces  very  few  storms  in  the 
ea,  except  for  occasional  thunderstorms,  and  precipitation  is  very  light. 

ecipitation 

ecipitation  levels  average  11  inches  throughout  the  study  area.  Most  of  the 
udy  area  has  a  level  of  between  8  inches  and  14  inches. 

e  heavier  rainfall  of  less  than  three  hours  duration  generally  is  associated 
th  thunderstorms  late  in  spring  and  in  summer.  Heavy  rainfall  of  longer 
ration  frequently  is  associated  with  winter  storms  moving  across  the  area. 
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The  storms  in  winter  are  likely  to  extend  over  a  wider  area  than  dc 
thunderstorms. 

Snowfall  is  general  over  the  region,  and  the  annual  total  ranges  from  abo 
inches  to  50  inches  at  lower  elevations  to  more  than  70  inches  in 
mountain  areas.   Occasionally  snowfall  is  heavy,  and  monthly  totals  c 
inches  to  40  inches  have  been  reported. 

Temperature 

Summer  temperatures  are  moderate  to  warm.   Average  temperatures  in  Jul^ 
generally  in  the  80' s,  and  extreme  temperatures  range  from  a  little 
100°  F.  up  to  110°  F.   Maximum  temperatures  of  90°  F.  or  higher 
from  25  to  40  days  per  year.   Temperatures  drop  at  night  to  the  middl< 
upper  40' s. 

In  January,  the  average  minimum  temperatures  range  from  12°  F.  to  19( 
while  the  extreme  lows  have  dropped  to  from  -20°  F.  to  -30°  F.   A  mi 
temperature  of  32°  F.  or  colder  generally  occurs  150  to  200  days  per 
In  the  middle  of  winter,  daytime  temperatures  generally  are  comfortable 
the  average  maximum  temperature  in  January  is  in  the  middle  30 's. 

Under  clear  skies,  there  is  rapid  radiational  cooling  at  night,  gene 
resulting  in  low  temperatures,  expecially  in  spots  where  cold  air  a. 
trapped.    This  nighttime   radiational  cooling  results   in  occasional 
freezes  in  the  spring  and  early  freezes  in  the  fall. 

The  growing  season,  as  defined  by  32°  F.  temperatures  in  the  spring 
fall,  ranges  from  40  to  60  days  in  the  area.   Median  dates  of  the  lasi 
F.  temperature  reading  in  the  spring  ranged  from  late  in  May  to  late  in 
while  the  first  freeze  in  the  fall  is  early  in  August  to  late-vSeptember. 

GEOLOGY 

The  geology  of  northeastern  California  is  best  defined  as  a  combination  o 
Basin  and  Range  and  Modoc  Plateau  geomorphic  provinces. 

The  seven  WSA's  studied  in  the  Surprise  Resource  Area  are  in  northwe 
Nevada  and  the  Basin  and  Range  geologic  province.  Predominant  geology  o 
area  is  typified  by  isolated,  steep,  north-south  trending  mountain  r 
which  consist  of  volcanic  rocks  made  up  of  basalt,  andesite,  rhyolite,  si 
tuff  flows  and  deposits.  These  deposits  are  Mio-Pliocene  in  age  and 
from  6-17  million  years  of  age.  The  intervening  desert  valleys  are  f 
with  sedimentary  rocks,  gravel  and  alluvail  debris  derived  from  the 
rounding  highlands.  These  deposits  are  Quaternary  in  age  and  are  gene 
considered  to  be  less  than  2-3  million  years  old. 

The  six  WSA's  studied  in  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area  are  located  a 
exclusively  in  the  Modoc  Plateau  Province,  an  area  of  late  Cenozoic  vol 
activity.  The  extrusive  volcanic  events  took  place  during  the  Mio< 
Pliocene  Epochs,  a  period  lasting  from  approximately  17  to  6  million  ; 
ago.    Subsequent   depositianal   sequences,   consisting   of   the   develo; 

3-2 


Affected  Environment 


alluvial  and  colluvial  rocks  and  sediments,  have  resulted  from  the 
ithering  of  the  upland  terrain.   The  general  geomorphology  of  this  portion 

the  Modoc  Plateau  is  described  as  an  interior  platform  (elevation  from 
>00  to  7,700  feet  above  sea  level),  which  commonly  consists  of  thick 
umulations  of  lava  flows  and  tuff  beds,  with  many  small  volcanic  cones, 
asional  warm  springs  and  sluggishly  flowing  streams  are  found.  Northwest 
mding  faulting  is  evident.  This  southern  exposure  of  the  Modoc  Plateau  is 
;ionally  bounded  indefinately  by  the  Cascade  Range  on  the  west  and  by  the 
iin  and  Range  province  on  the  east  and  south.  During  the  Pleistocene,  large 
and  lakes  occupied  present-day  broad  valleys  which  make  up  a  part  of  the 
daddle,  Dry  Valley  Rim,  and  Buffalo  Hills  WSA's. 

atable  Minerals 

i  Lone  Pine  Mining  District  is  in  the  center  of  T.45N.,  R.21E.,  near  the 

thern  boundary  of  WSA  1013.   Early  prospecting  for  gold  disclosed  very 

tie  of  that  metal,  but  later  work  led  to  the  discovery  of  cinnabar  and 

ation  of  a  block  of  calims  in  1929.   The  Antelope  Mercury  Mine  reportedly 

had  only  minor  production  (USGS,  OFR  78-1002).   Leadville  Mining  District 

not  within  the  Surprise  Resource  Area  boundaries,   but  is  worthy  of 

ition.   It  is  located  in  T.37N.,  R.23E.,  about  five  miles  east  of  Grass 

ley  Ranch  and  about  four  miles  south  of  WSA  913.   State  Highway  34  passes 

ough  the  District.   The  Leadville  District  is  the  largest  producer  of  lead 

.  silver  in  Washoe  County  according  to  available  records  (Bonham,  Bulletin 

1969). 

re  is  very  little  published  information  concerning  the  early  history  of  the 
trict.  Presumably,  the  District  was  discovered  in  the  early  1900' s.  Gold, 
ver,  copper,  lead  and  zinc  accounted  for  a  production  value  of  $1,361,000 
to  1966.   There  is  no  reported  production  since  1966. 

rently,  both  mining  districts  are  seeing  a  resurgence  of  interest, 
roximately  120  claims  in  Lone  Pine  District  and  over  600  claims  west  and 
th  of  Leadville  District  have  been  filed  recently.  There  has  been  no 
orted  production  to  date.  There  has  been  prospecting  activity  in  WSA's 
3,  913B,  913A,  and  913.  Exploration  and  prospecting  activities  have  been 
reasing  in  this  portion  of  Surprise  Resource  Area. 

four  High  Rock  WSA's  were  included  in  the  Barringer  Resources  Geochemical 
Geostatistical  Survey  contracted  by  Winnemucca  District.  However,  this 
d  of  data  is  not  available  for  the  other  three  WSA's,  so  no  valid 
iparison  can  be  made  between  the  potential  in  both  groups  of  WSA's.  This 
dy  does  not  provide  data  which  will  allow  the  assignment  of  economic 
nificance  to  the  individual  anomalous  areas,  nor  will  it  indicate  whether 
not  a  mine  is  present.  However,  the  results  do  provide  information  on 
re  mineralization  may  logically  be  expected  to  occur. 

summary  statement  from  the  Barringer  Report  concludes  that  the  Northern 
ico  Mountains  anomalous  area,  which  includes  portions  of  all  four  WSA's  in 
High  Rock  group,  proved  to  be  of  significant  mineral  interest  when 
ssified  by  one  or  more  analytical  techniques.  The  Barringer  Report  data  is 
imarized  under  each  WSA.   In  general,  the  report  indicates  favorable  mineral 
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potential  for  precious  and  base  metals,  mercury,  gold,  silver,  and  volcar 
uranium  types  (pg.  56,  Barringer) .  The  base  and  precious  metals  include  le* 
copper,  zinc,  silver,  antimony,  gold,  tungston,  and  nickel. 

A  very  strong  mineral  potential  for  barium  is  concentrated  along  the  east  ec 
of  WSA  914. 

There  are  no  mining  districts  located  in  the  six  WSA's  studied  in  the  Eag 
Lake  Resource  Area.  Early  prospecting  for  gold  is  reported  to  have  occui 
within  the  present  Skedaddle  WSA  around  the  turn  of  the  century  and  sc 
evidence  of  prospecting,  probably  copper,  is  evident  on  the  east  faci 
escarpment  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA.  Perlite  claims  are  located  within  t 
Skedaddle  WSA,  however,  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  interest  shown 
furthering  the  exploratory  or  development  effort  on  this  mineral  resource. 

Until  completion  of  the  BLM's  contracted  Barringer  Report,  there  was  v< 
little  published  information  available  concerning  locatable  mineral  potenti 
in  the  six  subject  WSA's  located  within  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area. 

Four  of  the  eight  WSA's  in  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area  were  studied  in  t 
Barringer  Report.  For  this  EIS,  the  studies  included  CA-020-619  (Buffi 
Hills)  and  CA-020-619A  (Twin  Peaks),  and  consisted  of  geochemical  i 
geostatistical  surveys.  In  general,  the  Barringer  Report  does  not  indicate 
favorable  locatable  mineral  potential  for  any  of  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Ai 
WSA's  in  Nevada. 

No  geochemical  or  geostatistical  observations  have  been  conducted  on  WS/ 
CA-020-311  (Tunnison  Mountain),  CA-020-609  (Five  Springs),  CA-020-615  (I 
Valley  Rim),  and  CA-020-612  (Skedaddle  Mountain).  It  is  improbable  t\ 
enough  commonality  exists  between  those  lands  studied  in  the  Barringer  Repc 
and  those  WSA's  not  studied  to  justify  the  use  of  geologic  inference  and  t 
conclusion  that  similar  mineralization  exists  in  California. 

Strategic  and  Critical  Minerals 

Based  on  the  Barringer  Report,  the  four  High  Rock  WSA's  in  the  Surprise  R. 
have  been  identified  as  containing  an  overall  low  to  moderate  potential  i 
strategic  and  critical  minerals.  The  two  WSA's  included  in  this  EIS  in  t 
Eagle  Lake  R.A.  have  also  been  identified  as  having  a  similar  minei 
potential.  The  Strategic  and  Critical  Minerals  Stock  Piling  Act  of  IS 
provides  that  a  stock  of  strategic  and  critical  materials  be  held  to  decre* 
dependence  upon  foreign  sources  of  supply  in  times  of  emergency. 

Additional  guidance  concerning  strategic  and  critical  minerals  is  provided 
CSO  information  Memo  No.  CA  82-109,  May  26,  1982. 

The  purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  provide  information  to  BLM  manage 
and  appropriate  staff  on  strategic  and  critical  minerals;  what  they  ai 
why  they  are  important,  and  why  you  must  be  aware  of  them.  Consider  t 
location  and  occurrence  of  these  minerals  in  your  planning  processes. 
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The  terms  "Strategic  materials"  and  "critical  materials"  are  often  used 
interchangeably.  Here  are  the  definitions  as  given  in  the  American 
Geological  Institute's  Glossary  of  Geology,  1972  edition: 

Strategic  Materials:  Materials  that  are  vital  to  the  security  of  a 
natin,  but  that  must  be  procured  entirely  or  in  large  part  from 
foreign  sources  because  the  available  domestic  production  will  not 
meet  the  nation's  requirements  in  time  of  war. 

Critical  Materials:  Materials  vital  to  the  security  of  a  nation, 
their  main  source  being  within  that  nation,  but  which  may  not  be 
produced  in  sufficient  quality  and  quantity  to  meet  the  nation's  war 
time  needs. 

Strategic  or  critical  minerals  are  certain  minerals  that  fit  these 
definitions.  For  the  purpose  of  this  discussion,  "mineral"  is  taken  to 
include  all  metals  or  non-metals  derived  from  minerals. 

The  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  determines  what  materials  are  of 
strategic  importance  to  the  United  States.  They  also  determine  our  needs 
to  stockpile  these  commodities,  and  publish  a  Stockpile  Report  to  the 
Congress.   This  Report  is  revised  periodically. 

Certain  minerals,  and  other  materials,  may  be  strategic  for  several 
reasons.  We  are  entirely  dependent  on  other  nations  for  our  supplies  of 
some  strategic  minerals.  We  must  have  secure  suppliers  and  trade  routes 
to  assure  safe,  dependable  delivery  of  these  commodities.  Political 
instability  affects  the  supply  and  value  of  strategic  minerals.  Supply 
routes  are  affected  by  transportation  costs  and  disruptions  due  to  war. 

Economics  also  plays  a  mojor  role  in  our  Strategic  Materials  Policy.  The 
mining  industry  extracts  minerals  wherever  it  is  most  economically 
beneficial  for  them  to  do  so.  They  also  have  to  mine  minerals  where  they 
occur. 

The  amount  of  minerals  a  deposit  contains  is  an  important  factor  in 
determining  whether  it  is  economic  to  mine.  Other  factors  like  labor, 
processing  and  transportation  costs,  and  political  stability  of  a  deposit 

site  must  also  be  considered  before  a  deposit  is  mined.  Some  strategic 
minerals  occur  in  California,  but  currently  other  foreign  sources  are 
cheaper.  Some  deposits  in  California  could  be  reactivated  if  foreign 
supplies  become  uneconomical  due  to  transportation  costs  or  disruptions, 
or  if  the  foreign  production  is  halted  for  any  reason. 

The   consideration   of   these   minerals   in   our  decision   processes   is 

critical.   You  must  be  aware  that  there  are  many  factors  involved  in  the 

supply  and  demand  of  strategic  minerals,  as  well  as  other,  non-strategic 

minerals,  like  gold.   It  usually  takes  five  to  ten  years  between  the 

discovery  of  a  deposit,  and  the  opening  of  a  mine,  and  even  longer  to  find 
that  discovery. 
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Most  planning  decisions  do  not  preclude  future  mineral  developmei 
However,  when  considering  strategic  or  critical  mineral  resources,  lai 
should  be  left  open  for  exploration  and  development  whenever  possible* 

A  comparison  of  minerals  listed  on  the  National  Defense  Stockp: 
Inventory  of  Strategic  and  Critical  Materials  indicates  that  eij 
minerals  on  the  list  are  found  in  all  our  High  Rock  WSA's.  In  gener. 
there  is  a  low  to  intermediate  response  for  all  eight  minerals  in  I 
Northern  Calico  Mountains  anomalous  area,  which  encompasses  most  of  1 
four  High  Rock  WSA's.  A  similar  low  to  intermediate  response  exists  : 
the  minerals,  copper-nickel,  tungsten,  zink,  and  mercury  in  the  two  Eaj 
Lake  R.A.  WSA's  discussed  in  the  Barringer  Report. 

Leasable  Minerals 

Geothermal 

There  is  only  one  portion  of  one  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA)  in  i 
of  the  WSA's  or  in  this  portion  of  the  northwestern  Nevada  and  northeast* 
California.  There  are  no  geothermal  applications  or  leases  and  no  explorat: 
drilling  has  been  conducted.  Three  of  the  northern  WSA's  (913,  1012,  10! 
have  a  total  of  about  21,000  acres  considered  prospectively  valuable 
geothermal.  The  balance  of  these  WSA's  and  all  of  WSA's  805,  913A,  913B,  < 
914  are  not  considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.   Three  of  I 

southern  WSA's  (311,  612,  615)  have  a  total  of  59,590  acres  conside: 
prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.  All  of  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  (31! 
and  portions  of  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  (612)  and  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  (615),  i 
considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.  No  exploration 
development  has  occurred.  The  balance  of  WSA's  612,  615  and  all  of  WSA's  I 
619  and  619A  are  not  considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 

Prospectively  valuable  is  described  by  the  Director  of  the  U.S.  Geologic 
Survey  as  follows: 

"The  term  prospectively  valuable  describes  areas  where  geologic  conditi( 
offer  some  possibility  of  mineral  occurrence,  but  their  presence  has  i 
been  established.  In  classifying  the  lands  as  prospectively  valuable, 
is  recognized  that  the  degree  of  value  may  vary  from  near  zero  to  n< 
certainty,  depending  on  such  factors  as  the  nature  of  the  rocks,  extent 
dissection  by  erosion,  and  proximity  to  production  or  previously  drill 
exploratory  wells." 

Oil  and  Gas 

There  are  no  Known  Geologic  Structures  (KGS's)  in  any  of  the  WSA's  or  in  tl 
portion  of  northwestern  Nevada  and  northeastern  California.  All  of  tl 
portion  of  northwestern  Nevada  and  northeastern  California  except  for  WSA  3] 
is  considered  prospectively  valuable  for  oil  and  gas.  In  the  Surpri 
Resource  Area,  portions  of  five  leases  covering  about  15,000  acres  are 
WSA's  913  and  913A.  The  balance  of  these  WSA's  and  all  of  WSA's  805,  91. 
914,  1012,  and  1013  do  not  have  any  oil  and  gas  leases.  Leases  covering  abc 
10,425  acres  are  issued  on  WSA's  609,  612,  and  615  in  the  Eagle  Lake  Resoui 
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urea.  No  exploration  drilling  has  been  conducted.  Because  the  oil  and  gas 
>otential  of  this  area  is  highly  speculative  at  this  time  and  will  not  be 
;nown  until  the  first  exploratory  wells  are  drilled,  it  is  difficult  to  rate 
:he  area's  potential. 

iodium  and  Potassium 

Tiere  are  no  Known  Leasing  Areas  (KLA's)  in  any  of  the  WSA's  or  in  this 
portion  of  northwestern  Nevada  and  northeastern  California.  None  of  this 
•ortion  of  northwestern  Nevada  and  northeastern  California  is  considered 
prospectively  valuable  for  sodium  and  potassium.  There  are  no  leases  for 
iodium  and  potassium  and  there  has  been  no  known  exploration. 

Salable  Materials 

"here  are  no  material  sale  sites  in  any  of  the  WSA's  in  the  Surprise  R.A. 
'ashoe  County  Road  Department  has-  three  free  use  permits  on  the  border  of  WSA 
013.   There  are  no  free  use  permits  in  the  other  WSA's. 

lthough  no  present  material  pits  exist  in  any  of  the  Eagle  Lake  R.A.  WSA's, 
pproximately  40  acres  at  the  extreme  south  end  of  WSA  CA-020-615  (Dry  Valley 
.im)  has  been  designated  as  a  source  area  for  sand  and  gravel.  The  heavy 
emand  for  salable  minerals  is  a  result  of  increased  construction  projects  at 
ihe  adjacent  Sierra  Army  Depot. 

Note:   Asterisks   in  the   following  narratives   indicate  strategic  and 
critical  minerals. 

OILS 

oils  of  the  lowlands,  foothills,  and  upland  basins  are  somewhat  excessively 
rained  to  poorly  drained  soils  that  have  a  surface  layer  of  gravelly  and 
tony  loam  to  clay.  They  are  on  alluvial  fans,  terraces,  flood  plains,  and 
.oothills  and  in  upland  basins.  They  formed  from  alluvium  derived  from  mixed 
,asic  rocks. 

oils  of  the  upland  plateaus,  terraces,  and  lower  mountain  slopes  are  moderate 
o  well-drained  soils  that  have  a  surface  layer  of  loam,  fine  sandy  loam, 
andy  loam,  or  clay  and  a  subsoil  of  clay  loam  or  clay.  They  are  on  volcanic 
lateaus,  terraces,  and  mountain  slopes.  They  formed  from  alluvium  derived 
rom  mixed  basic  rocks. 

oils  of  the  moderately  sloping  to  very  steep  uplands  are  well-drained  soils 
hat  have  a  surface  layer  of  loam,  sandy  loam,  stony  loam,  stony  fine  sandy 
Dam,  and  very  stony  loam.  They  formed  in  alluvium  derived  from  mixed  basic 
iDcks.  The  land  types  consist  of  exposed  bedrock  and  of  nearly  barren  sloping 
reas  consisting  of  colluvium. 
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VEGETATION 

The  study  area  is  composed  of  two  general  range  types.   The  vegetation 
these  range  types  is  closely  correlated  with  the  topography,  elevation,  i 
climate. 

The  lower  ranges  lie  below  6,000  feet  of  elevation.  Big  sage,  and  low  saj 
(A.  arbuscula)  are  the  dominant  shrubs.  Rabbitbrush  in  small  amounts  is  foi 
in  association  with  the  sages.  Juniper  is  also  found  scattered  througtu 
this  area.  Bitterbrush  (P.  tridentata)  is  found  near  the  upper  limits  of  tl 
range  type.   It  is  rarely  in  sufficient  density  to  command  the  aspect. 

The  grasses  are  predominately  perennial,  however,  cheatgrass  can  be  found 
most   of   the  vegetative   types.    Squirreltail,   needlegrass,   fescues,   « 
bluegrass  are  the  more  common  perennial  grasses  found.   The  main  forbs  j 
wild  onion,  aster,  and  buckwheat.   The  lower  range  is  in  a  precipitation  z< 
of  8  to  12  inches. 

The  upper  ranges  lie  above  6,000  feet  of  elevation.  Big  sage  and  low  sage  < 
the  main  shrubs.  Rabbitbrush  in  small  amounts  is  usually  inter-mixed.  Th< 
are  a  few  vegetative  types  dominated  by  bitterbrush.  Juniper  is  also  dens< 
scattered  in  a  few  areas.  At  the  higher  elevations,  a  few  dense  stands 
mountain  mahogany  (Cerocarpus  ledifolius)  are  found  and  quaking  aspen  (Popu! 
tremuloides)  are  present  in  small,  scattered  patches. 

Perennial  grasses  dominate  the  understory  and  consist  mainly  of  fesci 
needlegrass,  bluegrass,  and  bluebunch  wheatgrass.   Some  of  the  more  conn 
forbs  are  yarrow,  phlox,  wild  onion,  aster,  balsamroot,  hawksbeard,  buckwhe; 
lupine,  and  mule's  ear.   The  high  range  is  in  a  precipitation  zone  of  10  to 
inches. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Livestock  grazing  operations  includes  utilizing  the  forage  resource,  as  w< 
as  the  use  inspection  and  maintenance  of  existing  range  facilities,  ; 
saltings.  Generally,  inspection  and  maintenance  are  done  in  vehicles  and 
horseback.  Sheep  operations  include  temporary  areas  for  vehicles  and  corr. 
for  marking  and  shearing  sheep,  as  well  as  temporary  areas  for  cam] 
camptenders,  water  trucks,  and  federal  trappers.  Sheep  are  generally  mo1 
fairly  frequently. 


Allotment  management  plans   that   include  portions  of   the  WSA's  will 
implemented  by  FY85.   These  AMP's  will  address  livestock  numbers,  seasons 
use,  grazing  systems,  monitoring  and  proposed  range  improvements,  such 
water  facilities  and  pasture  and  allotment  fences  needed  to  reach  rai 
improvement  goals  as  identified  in  the  Cal  Neva  and  Willow  Creek  Land  1 
Plans. 

UTILITY  CORRIDORS 

Within  the  southern  half  of  the  EIS  area,  five  variations  of  two  potent: 
utility  corridors  are  under  study  by  the  utility  industry.   These  alignmei 
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pass  through  portions  of  all  six  southern  WSA's  in  this  wilderness  EIS.  These 
:orridors  are  part  of  a  regional  utility  industry  study  that  is  attempting  to 
Locate  the  most  feasible  Trans  Sierra  alignment(s)  for  future  power 
Corridors.  Final  alignments  have  not  been  established  and  depend  upon,  as 
fet,  undetermined  source  locations  to  the  east  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  States 
ind  power  grid  connection  points  west  of  the  Sierra.  Actual  development  may 
lot  occur  for  many  years,  however,  identification  of  corridors  is  necessary  to 
insure  their  availability  for  future  use  when  needed. 

PROXIMITY  TO  POPULATION  CENTERS/OTHER  WILDERNESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


there  are  seven  standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas  (SMSA)  within  five 
lours  driving  time  of  the  EIS  study  area  boundary.  An  SMSA  consists  of  a 
jopulation  center  which  has  a  population  of  100,000  or  greater.  Within  250 
niles  radius  of  each  SMSA  there  are  the  following  wilderness  opportunities: 

>MSA  Number  of  Areas        Acres 


Shico,  California 

.44,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness  25  1,910,000 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's  5  1,126,000 

Other  Study  Areas  267  7,500,000 

'airf ield/Napa/Vallejo,  California 

*34,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness  20  1,682,700 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's  3  1,397,430 

Other  Study  Areas  254  5,703,000 

ledding,  California 

f.16,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness  22  1,388,000 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's  5  1,126,000 

Other  Study  Areas  253  715,819 

iacramento,  California 

,014,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness  WSA's  21  1,986,000 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's  3  1,397,430 

Other  Study  Areas  295  7,623,300 

.eno ,  Nevada 

'94,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness  21  2,007,000 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's  6  1,073,000 

Other  Study  Areas  347  11,136,000 
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Medford,  Oregon 
132,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's 

Other  Study  Areas 

Yuba  City,  California 
102,000  Population 

Statutory  Wilderness 

Administratively  Endorsed  WSA's 

Other  Study  Areas 


21 

4 

234 


23 

4 

290 


1,322,018 

510,140 

5,329,050 


1,873,465 
1,738,930 
6,818,046 


Availability  of  Similar  Ecosystems  in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservat 
System 

All  13  WSA's  in  the  EIS  study  area  lie  entirely  within  the  sagebrush-ste 
desert  ecosystem  (No.   3130-49)  according  to  the  Bailey-Kuchler  system 
ecosystem  classification.   These  WSA's  total  690,048  acres. 

Within   the   sagebrush-steppe   desert   ecotype   there   are:    two   statuti 
wilderness  areas,  Jarbidge,  6,483  acres  and  South  Warner  28,062  acres; 
administratively  endorsed  WSA's  -  Charles  Sheldon,  341,500  acres  and  Poker  . 
Ridge  15,500  acres;  and  144  other  WSA's  which  are  mostly  BLM,  but  also  incli 
U.S.  Forest  Service  areas  which  total  4,284,855  acres. 

Availability  of  Other  Wilderness  Areas 

Within  a  100  mile  radius  of  the  EIS  study  area  boundaries  there  are: 
statutory  wilderness  areas,  Caribou,  Gearhart,  Lassen  Volcanic,  Lava  Bei 
South  Warner  and  Thousand  Lakes  totaling  258,216  acres;  four  administrativ< 
endorsed  WSA's,  Anaho  Island,  Charles  Sheldon,  Malheur,  and  Poker  Jim  Ri( 
totaling  387,740  acres;  and  92  other  WSA's  totaling  2,900,955  acres. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

WSA  CA-02-311,  Tunnison  Mountain  is  located  in  Lassen  County, 
California  approximately  7  air  miles  northeast  of  Susanville.  The 
entire  unit  lies  within  BLM's  Willow  Creek  Planning  Unit  of  the 
Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area,  Susanville  District. 

The  unit  contains  20,650  acres  of  public  land  which  surrounds  530 
acres  of  private  land  located  in  13  parcels  varying  in  size  from  10 
to  160  acres. 

Boundaries  vary  from  major  roads  to  minor  roads  to  private  lands. 
The  north  boundary  is  the  Horse  Lake  Road;  on  the  east  the  Pete's 
Valley-Mapes  Spring  Road  and  non-public  land  form  the  boundary;  the 
west  boundary  is  non-public  land,  the  Horse  Lake  Road  and  a  4  mile 
loop  road  east  of  the  Horse  Lake  Road;  the  south  boundary  is  non- 
public lands,  an  unnamed  road  that  traverses  northwest  through 
sections  10  and  14,  T.31N.,  R.13E.  and  the  northern  edge  of  an 
unnatural  logged  area  immediately  south  of  Willow  Creek. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLMs  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness  study  means 
that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by 
the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work  substantially 
unnoticeable".  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964.)  In  this  WSA  the  imprint 
of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing 
and  access  roads  and  ways  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
facilities,  as  well  as  for  hunting  and  fishing  access. 

There  are  7  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  adjacent  to,  and  4i  miles  of 
ways  within  the  WSA.  The  majority  of  the  road  mileage  occurs  on  the 
Long  Canyon  Road  that  extends  through  the  middle  of  the  WSA  and 
nearly  splits  it  in  half.  The  eastern  .9  mile  segment  of  this  road 
was  classified  as  a  way  during  the  inventory  phase.  This  cherrystem 
road  is  only  visible  from  within  the  canyon  and  does  not  effect 
other  areas.  A  cherrystem  road  and  way  extending  from  the  southern 
boundary  northeast  to  "The  Crossing"  on  Willow  Creek  makes  up  the 
balance  of  the  road  mileage  and  part  of  the  way  mileage.  This  road 
provides  opportunities  for  cross  country  access  to  adjacent  lands 
and  thus  adversely  impacts  naturalness  and  opportunities  for 
solitude  in  these  areas. 

Other  ways  consist  of  short  spurs  off  boundary  roads  and  off  the  two 
roads  just  mentioned.   The  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing 
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include  9  reservoirs,  2  developed  springs  and  8  miles  of  fence. 
of  these  projects  were  judged  to  be  of  very  low  profile  and  hence 
low  impact  to  naturalness. 

C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Unconfined 
Type  Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minii 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  i 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

1.  Solitude 

The  WSA's  approximate  size  3.5  miles  by  10  miles,  its  topi 
raphy  -  primarily  two  north  south  mountain  ridges,  2  canyi 
and  low  rolling  hills  and  its  vegetation  -  mostly  saj 
grassland  limit  high  quality  opportunities  for  soliti 
throughout  the  WSA.  Because  the  WSA  is  a  narrow  ridge  sys 
outside  influences  affect  user  experiences  within  the  WSA. 

Outside  influences  include  low  level  vehicle  traffic  (10  to 
vehicles/day  max.)  on  the  Horse  Lake  Road;  agricultural  act 
ities  in  Willow  Creek  Valley  southwest  of  the  WSA;  vehii 
traffic  on  Highway  139  (620  vehicles/day);  freight  train  soui 
(1  to  4  trains/day)  on  the  Southern  Pacific  line  3  miles  e. 
of  the  WSA. 

Areas  where  outside  influences  are  not  a  factor  are  within  L< 
Canyon  between  Horse  Lake  and  Tunnison  Mountain  and  witl 
Willow  Creek  Canyon.  Opportunities  for  solitude  due  to  to] 
graphic  relief  are  excellent  in  these  areas.  However,  like  j 
linear  corridor  that  attracts  users  because  of  its  amenit 
these  areas  are  subject  to  higher  concentrations  of  users. 

Fall  hunting  for  upland  game  causes  an  influx  of  hunters  wh: 
reduces  opportunities  for  solitude  primarily  on  weekends. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Type  Recreation 

The  WSA  offers  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  t; 
recreation.  These  activities  include  hiking,  backpackii 
nature  study,  and  fishing.  Available  water  would  requ: 
treatment  for  human  use. 

Willow   Creek  Canyon   is   the   primary   attraction   for   th< 
activities.   The  above  activities  and  horseback  riding  are  a'. 
possible  throughout  the  unit,  however.   Distinctive  features 
interest  are  primarily  the  ridges,  small  canyons,  and  strinj 
meadows  scattered  throughout  the  WSA. 
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Wildlife  observation  opportunities  are  good  along  the  eastern 
lower  slopes  where  a  variety  of  species  (see  Wildlife  section) 
congregate  at  different  times  of  the  year. 

3.    Special  features 

Willow  Creek  Canyon  is  the  most  distinctive  physical  feature  in 
the  WSA.  It  contains  high  scenic  values,  archeological  re- 
sources, a  moderate  quality  trout  fishery  and  diverse  riparian 
vegetation  in  some  areas. 

Supplemental  Values 

1.    Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  approximately  3i  miles  wide  by  10  miles  long.  Three 
topographic  features  dominate  the  WSA:  Horse  Lake  Mountain  a 
5i  mile  long  north-south  ridge  in  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA, 
Tunnison  Mountain,  a  4i  mile  long  northwest-southeast  ridge  in 
the  southern  half  of  the  WSA  and  Willow  Creek  Canyon,  a  50'  to 
200 '  canyon  that  flows  6i  miles  west  to  east  through  the  WSA. 
Both  Horse  Lake  and  Tunnison  Mountain  are  relatively  narrow  (1 
to  3  miles  wide)  with  numerous  small  peaks  along  their  ridge 
crests.  The  almost  continuous  chain  of  mountain  peaks  has 
numerous  drainages  of  various  widths  and  depths  radiating  from 
it.  Most  of  the  drainages  flow  into  Willow  Creek.  Many  small 
springs  seep  from  the  lower  south  and  east  slopes  of  Horse  Lake 
Mountain.  Numerous  stringer  meadows  are  located  around  and 
below  these  springs. 

Willow  Creek  is  a  perennial  stream  that  bisects  the  southern 
edge  of  the  WSA.  The  stream  forms  a  shallow  wooded  canyon  on 
the  western  edge  of  the  WSA  and  gradually  cuts  deeper  into  the 
lava  terrain  as  it  flows  east.  The  eastern  three  miles  of 
Willow  Creek  forms  a  winding  "U"  shaped  canyon  100  to  200  feet 
deep  in  a  dry  sage/grassland  area.  Willow  Creek's  riparian 
vegetation  is  in  fair  to  good  condition  above  the  confluence 
with  Pete's  Creek  where  a  juniper  pine  woodland  exists.  Below 
the  confluence,  condition  is  fair  to  poor.  Willow  Creek  Canyon 
contains  one  of  the  higher  quality  perennial  streams  throughout 
the  region  and  is  the  most  distinctive  physical  feature  in  the 
WSA. 

In  most  of  the  WSA  located  north  of  Willow  Creek  plant  life  is 
mostly  bunch  grasses,  annual  grasses,  sagebrush,  scattered 
juniper  and  isolated  patches  of  mountain  mahogany  at  the  higher 
elevations.  Along  Willow  Creek  riparian  vegetation  includes 
sedges,  grasses  and  occasional  willows.  Scattered  ponderosa 
pine  and  juniper  also  grow  within  the  segment  of  Willow  Creek 
Canyon  above  Pete's  Creek  as  well  as  throughout  the  area 
between  Willow  Creek  and  the  WSA' s  southern  boundary.  No 
threatened  or  endangered  plant  species  occur  within  the  WSA. 
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2.   Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  t 
Great  Basin  wildlife.  Special  wildlife  features  within  the  W 
include  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  along  the  WSA's  low 
east  slopes  near  Pete's  Creek;  deer  winter  range  along  t 
WSA's  lower  east  slopes,  critical  deer  winter  range  througho 
most  the  WSA's  southern  end  inclusive  of  all  of  Willow  Cree 
pronghorn  winter  range  along  the  WSA's  lower  east  slope 
critical  pronghorn  winter  range  around  the  confluence  of  Pete 
Creek  and  Willow  Creek  and  in  the  area  to  the  south  of  t 
confluence;  pronghorn  migration  corridors  along  the  WSA's  low 
southwestern,  eastern  and  southeastern  slopes;  quail  habit 
along  Willow  and  Pete's  Creeks  and  chukar  habitat  througho 
the  WSA's  eastern  half  north  of  Willow  Creek;  occasion 
sightings  of  bald  and  golden  eagles. 

Willow  Creek  extends  for  6.5  miles  through  the  WSA.  Stre 
surveys  conducted  on  Willow  Creek  in  1980  indicate  that  t 
creek  supports  a  sport  fishery,  primarily  Brown  Trou 
Productivity  is  low  due  to  limiting  spawning  habitat,  howeve 
trophy  size  fish  do  occur  in  this  stream  segement.  Fishi 
pressure  is  limited  to  fishermen  dedicated  to  spending  sevei 
hours/fish  caught. 

The  major  problem  in  Willow  Creek  is  reduced  riparian  stre 
cover,  the  result  of  historic  beaver  use  and  subseque 
utilization  by  livestock.   The  reduced  cover  results  in: 

-  extreme  summer  maximum  water  temperatures  (as  high  as 
degrees  centegrade). 

-  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  eroding  banks  (over  25% 
stream  banks) . 

-  less  than  10  percent  stream  bank  cover. 

No  wildlife  facilities  exist  within  the  WSA.  However,  as 
result  of  the  Willow  Creek  Planning  Unit  land  use  decisic 
1981,  8  miles  of  fence  along  Willow  Creek  are  proposed 
improve  riparian  vegetation,   the  wildlife  habitat  and  t 
fishery.   The  fencing  will  exclude  livestock  from  the  ere 
except   for   limited   watering   access   at   7   locations, 
alternate  stock  watering  technique  may  be  utilized  that  woi; 
use  the  creek's  water  power  to  pump  water  out  of  the  canyon 
watering   areas   on   the   rim.    This   option   would   elimins 
livestock  use  from  the  canyon  and  eliminate  the  need  for  g 
fencing  in  the  canyon.   This  option  however,  would  utili 
water  rams  that  require  small  instream  diversion  structures  s 
pipe  to  the  rim.   Rams  are  mechanical  and  make  low  volu 
sounds. 

No  threatened  or  endangered  animal  species  occur  within  t 
WSA. 
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3.  Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  includes  A,  B  and  C  quality  scenery  based  on  the  BLM 
visual  quality  rating  system.  "A"  quality  scenery  is  limited 
to  tne  narrow  Willow  Creek  Canyon  upstream  of  Pete's  Creek. 
Willow  Creek  Canyon  between  Willow  Creek  Valley  and  Pete's 
Creek  is  a  low  rimmed  canyon  filled  with  statuesque  pines  in 
the  upper  canyon  and  scattered  juniper  throughout  the  lower 
canyon.  Year  round  stream  flow  supports  a  rich  growth  of 
sedges  and  grasses  along  portions  of  the  stream  banks.  The 
combination  of  varied  vegetation,  angular  to  curvilinear 
topography,  and  year  round  stream  flow  results  in  an  "A" 
quality  scenery  rating  for  this  portion  of  Willow  Creek 
Canyon.  Willow  Creek  Canyon  from  the  confluence  of  Pete's 
Creek  to  the  WSA's  southern  boundary  is  ranked  as  high  quality 
"B"  scenery.  Although  the  canyon  is  deeper  and  wider  in  this 
section,  lack  of  distinct  color,  vegetation  variation  and  a 
decreased  influence  of  stream  flow  on  canyon  character  creates 
the  "B"  rating  for  the  canyon  section. 

Other  "B"  quality  areas  are  the  pines  and  juniper  woodlands 
north  and  south  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon.  The  balance  of  the  WSA 
is  rated  C  quality  scenery.  The  landforms  are  very  similar  to 
the  dominant  landforms  in  the  surrounding  regions.  There  is 
little  variation  in  the  sage,  grass,  and  scattered  juniper 
stands  that  dominate  the  "C"  areas  resulting  in  a  monotone  of 
color  and  texture. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

Based  on  a  5%,  Class  II  Survey,  conducted  throughout  the  Willow 
Creek  Planning  Unit  in  1981  and  based  on  published  references 
and  local  knowledge  the  following  existing  and  potential 
archaeological  resources  have  been  identified:  Willow  Creek 
Canyon  -  numerous  petroglyph  panels,  caves  and  habitation 
sites,  many  of  national  register  (NR)  quality;  WSA  from  Long 
Canyon  North  -  1  NR  site  located,  moderate  potential  for 
location  of  additional  NR  quality  sites  due  to  springs  and 
water  courses.  Protective  fencing  is  proposed  in  areas  of 
Willow  Creek  Canyon  to  protect  cultural  resources. 

5.  Water  Resources 

Perennial  water  is  located  at  numerous  springs  that  form 
stringer  meadows  along  the  WSA1 a  lower  east  slopes  north  of 
Long  Canyon.  Very  low  perennial  flows  occur  in  lower  Long 
Canyon  and  Pete's  Creek.  Willow  Creek  maintains  a  minimum 
summer  flow  of  at  least  16  cfs  with  higher  flows  during  wet 
years.  Nine  reservoirs  and  2  developed  springs  are  scattered 
along  the  WSA's  eastern  side  and  in  Long  Canyon.  There  is  a 
need  for  additional  livestock  waters  although  no  specific  sites 
have  been  identified. 
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II.   MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 


A. 


Leasable  Minerals 


The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  No  leases  £ 
oil  and  gas  occur  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  area  is  consider 
prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.  However,  no  interest  h 
been  shown  in  leasing  the  area  and  no  test  drilling  has  occured. 


B. 


Locatable  Minerals 


The  WSA  has  no  history  or  visible  evidence  of  activities 
respect  to  locatable  minerals.   No  claims  exist  in  the  WSA. 


wi 


C.  Salable  Minerals 

The  potential  for  commercial  quantities  of  salable  minerals  (i. 
sand,  gravel,  and  flat  rock)  is  low.  Historically  there  has  be 
very  little  user  demand  for  salable  minerals  within  the  WSA. 

D.  Utility  Corridors 

The  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  south  of  The  Crossing  access  re 
and  way  is  within  a  potential  Trans  Sierra  utility  corrid 
alignment.  Regional  planning  by  Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company  h 
identified  this  alignment  as  a  high  priority  route. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

A.    Grazing  Use 


Allotment 


Season 
of  Use 


Licensed  Use 
No./AUM's 


Permittee 


South  Horse  Lake 


4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 
4/1-8/31 


Cattle 
175/873 
34/153 
90/405 
34/153 
98/490 
37/185 
123/493 


Hanson 

Swickard 

Hagata 

Chappuis 

Wells 

Barron 

Woods 


Johns ton-Chappuis 


4/16-6/30 
4/16-6/30 


67/168 
174/435 


Johnston 
Chappuis  Est 


*   As  a  result  of  recommendations  made  in  Willow  Creek  Grazing  E 
and  Rangeland  Program  Summary,  the  following  will  be  implemented 
1985-86:   Transfer  a  434  AUM  (174  cows)  grazing  permit  from  t 
Johnston-Chappuis  to  the  South  Horse  Lake  Allotment  and  transfer 
66  AUM  permit   from   the   Rice   Canyon   to   the   Johnston-Chappu 
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Allotment.  These  adjustments  would  eliminate  the  need  to  suspend 
grazing  qualifications  by  reducing  livestock  use  in  the 
Johnston-Chappuis  Allotment  from  602  to  234  AUMs. 

B.    Range  Development  (existing/proposed) 

Reservoirs       Springs       Wells       Fences  (miles) 
9/0  2/0  0/0         8/0 

In  order  to  achieve  the  goals  of  range  improvement  directed  by  the 
Willow  Creek  MFP,  new  facilities  will  be  proposed  within  the  WSA  in 
approximately  5  years  upon  completion  of  the  South  Horse  Lake 
Allotment  AMP.  These  facilities  will  be  developed  in  conformance 
with  BLM's  Wilderness  Interim  Management  or  Brown  Book  Policy. 
Maintenance  will  be  required  on  the  existing  springs  and  reservoirs 
in  Long  Canyon  in  the  next  4  to  5  years.  Other  existing  water 
facilities  will  require  periodic  maintenance  as  needed. 

WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

No  wild  horses  and  burros  utilize  the  WSA. 

RECREATION 

Hunting,  fishing  and  hiking  are  the  primary  recreational  uses  of  the 
WSA.  Most  popular  species  hunted  are  dove,  quail,  chukar  and  rabbits. 
Limited  hunting  of  deer,  antelope  and  sage  grouse  also  occurs.  Total 
visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  to  be  approximately  2,400  visitor 
days  annually.  Upland  game  hunting  accounts  for  the  majority  of  visitor 
days. 

The  WSA  lies  within  deer  hunting  zone  X5a,  a  quota  hunt  area  where  300 
permits  are  issued  unit  wide.  Antelope  hunting  is  also  on  a  limited 
quota  system  in  the  WSA.  Spot  kill  maps  indicate  an  average  kill  of  5 
deer  and  1  antelope  per  year  in  the  WSA. 

Fishing  use  of  Willow  Creek  is  low.  Present  habitat  conditions  have 
created  a  low  productivity  fishery  but  efforts  are  planned  to  improve 
habitat  conditions  (see  wildlife  section).  Most  fishing  use  occurs  above 
the  confluence  with  Pete's  Creek  where  fair  to  good  condition  riparian 
habitat  provides  better  stream  conditions  for  fishing. 

Willow  Creek  Canyon  is  the  primary  hiking  area  in  the  WSA  with  day  hikes 
most  common.  Popular  access  points  are  at  the  Sheep  Bridge,  T.30N., 
R.13E.,  Sec.  4  and  the  Petroglyphs,  T.30N.,  R.14E.,  Sec.  7  SW^SW^.  Both 
fishing  and  hiking  use  occur  primarily  from  local  residents. 

Recreational  off  road  vehicle  use  is  limited  to  four  wheel  drives  used  in 
support  of  hunting  and  fishing  access.  Most  use  occurs  on  existing  roads 
and  ways. 
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VI.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Eight  livestock  permittees  rely  on  the  WSA  for  grazing  rights.  The  13 
private  inholdings  owned  by  non-permittees  are  undeveloped  however, 
potential  exists  for  construction  of  fishing  or  hunting  cabins  on  some 
parcels. 

VII.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  within  the  WSA  completely  surrounded  by  public  land 
total  530  acres  in  13  parcels  owned  by  9  landowners.  Only  1  landowner  is 
a  livestock  permittee.  A  1  mile  powerline  is  located  along  the 
northwestern  boundary  of  the  WSA  within  £  mile  of  the  boundary  adjacent 
to  the  Horse  Lake  Road. 

One  proposed  utility  corridor  route  also  passes  through  the  WSA's 
southern  end  on  an  east-west  axis.  This  alignment  is  one  of  six 
preliminary  alternative  routes  under  consideration  for  completion  of  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor.  Only  one  alignment  will  eventually  be 
selected.  Of  the  six  alternative  corridors  under  consideration,  only  2 
pass  through  WSA's  under  study  in  this  EIS.  A  further  explanation  of  the 
corridors  is  contained  in  the  general  information  section  of  Chapter  III. 

VIII  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

The  Willow  Creek  Habitat  Management  Plan  is  a  joint  wildlife  management 
plan  between  BLM  and  the  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game.  The 
plan  calls  for  vegetation  restoration  along  Willow  Creek  to  improve 
wildlife  habitat  and  the  Willow  Creek  fishery. 
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Affected  Environment 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 


WILDERNESS 


Size  and  General  Status 

WSA  CA-020-609  is  located  primarily  in  Lassen  County,  California 
with  a  small  portion  in  Washoe  County,  Nevada  and  is  approximately 
28  air  miles  east-northeast  of  Susanville.  The  entire  unit  lies 
within  BLM's  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  of  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area, 
Susanville,  District. 

This  unit  encompasses  approximately  48,460  acres  of  national 
resource  land  (1300  acquired  since  12/79  inventory  via  state  land 
exhange) ;  520  acres  of  private  land  in  7  parcels  and  640  acres  of 
state  land  in  1  parcel  within  the  boundaries.  A  major  portion  of 
the  southeastern  boundary  is  delineated  by  a  service  road  for  an 
underground  telephone  cable,  and  the  Smoke  Creek  Ranch  Road  marks 
the  balance  of  the  southern  boundary.  An  access  road  along  the  base 
of  Five  Springs  Mountain  constitutes  the  southwestern  boundary,  the 
Shinn  Ranch  to  Stony  Creek  Road  constitutes  the  northwestern  bound- 
ary. The  northern  boundary  is  at  the  base  of  Rush  Creek  Mountain  on 
an  existing  road,  and  the  northeastern  boundary  is  a  road  that 
travels  along  the  base  of  Cherry  Mountain  roughly  parallel  to  Smoke 
Creek.  Privately  owned  lands  mark  the  eastern  boundary,  which 
roughly  follows  a  rocky  escarpment  with  an  irrigated  meadow  at  the 
base.   The  extreme  southeastern  tip  lies  in  Nevada. 

Naturalness 

The  BLM's  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the 
minimum  standards  for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness 
study  means  that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected 
primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  which  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable."  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964)  In  this  WSA 
the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support 
livestock  grazing  and  access  roads  and  ways  for  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  faciltiies  as  well  as  for  hunting. 

Areas  along  the  periphery  of  the  WSA  have  received  impact  from  man' s 
activities  primarily  in  the  form  of  short  vehicle  roads  and  ways, 
scattered  reservoirs  and  spring  developments.  The  interior  of  the 
WSA  is  natural  appearing. 

There  are  6  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  15  miles  of  ways  within 
the  WSA.  Private  inholdings  span  some  of  the  access  routes. 
However,  most  routes  are  completely  on  public  land.  Most  of  the 
ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during 
hunting  season  and  thus  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the  sagebrush. 
This  makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the  naturalness. 
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However,  the  level  of  use,  although  relatively  low,  has  been 
consistent.  Therefore,  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in  their 
present  condition  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  state. 
The  4  cherrystem  roads,  while  not  technically  within  the  WSA  must  be 
considered  with  respect  to  solitude.  The  roads  penetrate  the  WSA 
from  the  southeast  and  west  boundaries  and  extend  from  1  to  2  miles 
into  the  WSA' s  lower  slopes.  Although  the  roads  visual  impact  is 
low  they  provide  access  to  open  country  along  their  routes  affording 
many  opportunities  for  unregulated  cross  country  vehicle  travel  that 
can  alter  naturalness  through  rutting  and  vegetation  damage. 

C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Unconfined  Type  Recreation. 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minimum 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 


1.    Solitude 


The  unit's  varied  terrain  and  size  provide  opportunities  for 
solitude.  Three  ridge  like  mountains  and  two  primary  drainages 
5  to  6  miles  long  as  well  a  numerous  short  drainages  of  1  to  4 
miles  provide  sufficient  variation  in  terrain  to  isolate 
visitors  one  from  another. 

The  adjacent  areas  to  the  northeast,  east  and  southeast  are 
partially  or  totally  in  WSA  status.  Intervening  roads  or 
private  land  separate  each  WSA  but  vehicle  use  of  these  roads 
is  light  (less  than  8  vehicles  per  day).  During  fall  hunting 
season  however,  upland  game  hunter  use  of  the  Smoke  Creek  Ranch 
Road  increases  to  over  100  vehicles/day  on  weekends  and  then 
drops  to  lower  levels  during  the  week.  Traffic  on  other 
boundary  roads  also  increases  during  this  time  but  not  to  as 
great  an  extent.  Cross  country  vehicle  use  occurs  throughout 
much  of  the  WSA  during  the  hunting  season.  When  vehicle 
traffic  on  adjacent  roads  occurs  it  is  evident  from  the  WSA's 
southern  slopes,  however,  most  of  the  WSA  is  beyond  the  outside 
sights  and  sounds  of  human  activity.  Areas  to  the  southwest 
and  west  are  non  WSA  areas  used  for  livestock  grazing  and 
agriculture.  Evidence  of  human  activity  outside  the  WSA  varies 
from  unaltered  landscapes  to  irrigated  fields  and  farm 
machinery. 

2.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  type  recreation 
exist  throughout  the  WSA.  Distinctive  destination  type 
features  are  isolated  springs  and  associated  riparian  areas, 
broad  ridges  and  canyons,  all  common  throughout  the  surrounding 
region.  Activities  that  occur  are  hiking,  wildlife  observa- 
tion, nature  study  and  archeological  sighseeing.  Available 
water  would  require  treatment  for  human  use. 
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3.    Special  Features 

Special  features  within  the  unit  include  a  concentration  of 
national  register  archeological  sites  on  the  unit's  south- 
western flank  and  moderate  to  high  potential  for  location  of 
other  national  register  quality  sites  near  natural  water  areas 
throughout  the  WSA. 

Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  on  the  western  edge  of  the  arid  Great  Basin 
characterized  by  eroded  volcanic  mountains.  Five  Springs 
Mountain,  Cherry  Mountain  and  Rush  Creek  Mountain  are  located 
within  the  unit.  The  mountainous  unit  is  best  described  as  a 
gently  to  moderately  steep  undulating  landscape  without 
prominent  landmarks.  Stony  and  Rush  Creeks  are  mostly  peren- 
nial creeks  originating  within  the  unit.  During  drought  years 
Rush  Creek  ususally  becomes  dry  while  Stony  Creek  will  run  a 
little  water.  Riparian  vegetation  is  dense  in  parts  of  Rush 
Creek  and  slight  to  moderately  dense  in  Stony  Creek.  Other 
than  willows  in  the  two  creek  bottoms  and  at  springs,  vegeta- 
tion throughout  the  WSA  is  limited  to  sagebrush  and  associated 
shrubs  and  grasses.  Total  relief  in  the  unit  is  about  1,800 
feet,  extending  from  4500'  to  6300'.  Numerous  broad  open 
canyons  are  cut  into  the  three  prominent  ridges  that  make  up 
the  core  of  the  relief  in  the  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Special  wildlife  features  include  deer  winter 
range  along  the  WSA's  lower  slopes,  deer  fawning  areas  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  WSA,  pronghorn  range  around  the  lower 
slopes  of  the  WSA  and  kidding  areas  in  two  small  sections  of 
the  WSA  on  the  south  and  west  edges,  fair  to  good  chukar  and 
quail  habitat  throughout  the  WSA  and  potential  nesting  sites 
for  prarie  falcons  and  golden  eagles.  No  wildlife  oriented 
facilities  exist  in  the  WSA. 

There  is  one  known  population  of  Scutellaria  holmgreniorum,  a 
California  Native  Plant  Society  List  No.  2  plant  on  the  west 
side  of  the  unit.  BLM  is  mandated  to  manage  for  the  protection 
of  these  plants  whenever  possible.  The  known  population  is 
very  small  in  size  but  further  search  would  probably  reveal 
more  populations  in  the  area. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  is  considered  C  quality  scenery  on  the  BLM  visual 
quality  rating  system.   The  scenic  rating  is  based  on  the  WSA's 
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rolling  slopes,  similarity  of  land  forms  and  color  and  the  lack 
of  any  unique  physical  features.  Rush  Creek  and  Stony  Creek 
are  the  most  varied  visual  features  within  the  WSA.  However, 
they  do  not  add  significantly  to  the  unit's  overall  visual 
quality  to  affect  the  rating. 


4.    Cultural  Resources 


A  seven  percent  random  stratified  sample  was  completed  for  the 
entire  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  as  part  of  the  Cal-Neva  EIS.  In 
addition,  clearances,  especially  for  range  seeding  projects, 
have  increased  the  total  area  surveyed  to  13%.  Estimated  of 
the  WSA's  archeological  resources  are  based  on  this  information 
as  well  as  limited  site  specific  surveys  conducted  in  response 
BLM  project  clearances  and  archaeological  research. 

Fourteen  national  register  quality  sites  have  been  located 
within  the  WSA.  All  of  these  are  located  on  the  WSA's 
southwest  flank  and  are  assumed  to  exist  in  conjunction  with 
other  sites  adjacent  to  but  outside  the  WSA  in  the  Deep  Cut 
National  Register  Archaeological  District.  Sites  within  the 
WSA  include  petroglyph  panels,  village  sites  and  milling 
stations.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  the  have  moderate  to 
high  potential  to  yield  additional  archeological  sites. 

5.   Water  Resources 

Perennial  water  is  located  in  Rush  Creek  and  Stony  Creek  and  in 
the  springs  scattered  along  the  south  half  of  the  WSA.  Nine  of 
these  springs  are  developed.  Seven  dam  type  reservoirs  are 
located  around  the  WSA's  southeast,  southwest,  northern  and 
north  central  periphery. 

There  is  an  identified  need  for  additional  livestock  waters.  A 
1984  EA  was  written  covering  6  proposed  reservoirs  in  this  area 
to  be  constructed  in  FY  84  and  85. 


II.   MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 


A.    Leasable  Minerals 


There  are  9,225  acres  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  WSA  which  are 
under  oil  and  gas  leases  although  no  surface  disturbing  exploratory 
activity  has  occurred.  The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  is  unknown. 
The  WSA  is  not  considered  valuable  for  geothermal  or  sodium. 

B.    Locatable  Minerals 

The  WSA  has  no  history  of  visible  evidence  of  activities  with 
respect  to  locateable  minerals. 
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C.  Saleable  Minerals 
There  has  been  no  known  development  of  saleable  minerals  in  the  WSA. 

D.  Energy 

One  proposed  utility  corridor  routes  pass  through  the  WSA  on  a 
southeast  northwest  axis  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the  WSA. 
This  alignment  is  considered  a  high  priority  route  by  utility 
industry  planners.  However,  corridor  development  is  in  the  pre- 
liminary planning  stages  and  the  feasibility  of  eventual  development 
through  the  WSA  is  unknown  at  this  time.  A  further  explanation  of 
the  corridors  is  contained  in  the  general  information  section  of 
Chapter  III. 

[.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


A.    Grazing  Use 
tOTMENT 


PERCENT   SEASON 
OF  WSA    OF  USE 


LICENSED  USE 
NO./AUM's 


SUSPENDED 
NON  USE 


PERMITTEE 


ILn  Peaks 
servation 

»p  Cut 


20% 


Cattle 


Sheep 


40%    3/01-12/31   1054/10190  4000/2600  7468 
40%    4/16-10/31   1573/10170  4000/1200  3973 


4/01-10/31 


789/2288 


0/0 


1336 


Espil 

Laver 

Espil 

French 

Roberts 

Swickard 

Clark 


B.    Range  Development  (existing/proposed) 


Reservoirs 
8/6 


Springs 
9/0 


Wells 
0/0 


Fences  (miles) 
1/11 


Reservoir  developments  are  located  around  the  lower  slopes  of  Rush 
Creek  Mountain  and  Five  Springs  Mountain.  Spring  developments  are 
located  primarily  on  the  southeastern  part  of  the  unit  on  the  lower 
slopes  of  Five  Springs  and  Cherry  Mountains.  There  is  an  identified 
need  for  additional  water  developments  for  livestock.  See  water 
resources  above. 

WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  WSA  comprises  approximately  8%  of  the  Twin  Peaks  herd  management 
area.  Herd  size  recommended  in  the  Cal-Neva  MFP  is  600-850  horses  and 
75-110  burros.  Management  levels  for  the  WSA  portion  of  the  herd 
management  area  has  not  been  determined  at  this  time.  Very  few  burros 
occur  in  the  WSA.   Maintenance  of  the  horse  and  burro  herds  at  management 
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levels  will  require  periodic  gathering.  BLM  has  gathered  surplus  horses 
and  burros  from  this  area  since  1976  using  helicopter  gathering  tech- 
niques, portable  corrals  and  tractor  trailer  transport  of  gathered  horses 
from  the  trap  site.  Past  trapping  locations  have  been  just  outside  the 
WSA  at  the  Clark  trap  (t .31N. ,R. 16E. ,Sec.  6  SWNW) . 

V.  RECREATION 

Hunting  is  only  regular  public  recreational  use  of  the  WSA.  The  area  is 
very  popular  for  fall  chukar  and  quail  hunting.  Limited  deer  and 
antelope  hunting  also  occur  in  the  WSA.  Rabbit  hunting  occurs  on  the 
WSA's  lower  southern  slopes  near  the  Smoke  Creek  Road.  Total  visitor  use 
for  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  approximately  5,700  visitor  days/year  with 
hunting  accounting  for  5,600  visitor  days. 

Off  road  vehicle  use  occurs  primarily  in  support  of  hunting  and  consists 
of  4  wheel  drive  use  of  existing  ways  and  a  moderate  amount  of  cross 
country  travel  up  drainages  to  access  popular  hunting  areas.  Occasional 
motorcycle  trail  riding  occurs  through  the  WSA  on  very  low  profile 
trails.   No  rockhounding  of  any  significance  occurs  in  the  WSA. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  and  seasonal  trapping  of  bobcat  and  coyote  is  currently 
the  only  economic  activity  in  the  WSA.  Six  livestock  operators  are  de- 
pendent upon  the  resources  in  the  WSA.  Seasonal  trappers  use  the  area. 
The  private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing. 
There  are  no  known  plans  to  significantly  alter  management  of  the  private 
inholdings.  However,  two  inholding  land  owners  are  strongly  opposed  to 
wilderness  designation.  One  owner  has  repeatedly  violated  BLM  grazing 
regulations  and  has  had  numerous  court  cases  with  BLM  over  this  issue. 
Management  of  the  area  as  wilderness  could  be  complicated  by  this 
landowner.  All  comments  but  one  received  during  the  inventory  phase 
supported  wilderness.  However,  the  majority  of  the  public  that  currently 
uses  the  WSA  (livestock  operators,  hunters,  trappers)  are  opposed  to 
wilderness  designation.  During  the  inventory  Lassen  County  Supervisors 
opposed  any  further  wilderness  designation  in  Lassen  County.  Some  local 
residents,  however,  do  support  wilderness  designation  for  this  area. 

Although  9,225  acres  are  under  lease,  no  exploratory  activity  has 
occurred  and  potential  economic  value  is  unknown. 

VII.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  within  and  completely  surrounded  by  public  land  total 
520  acres  in  7  parcels  owned  by  3  private  landowners.  State  of  Califor- 
nia land  totals  640  acres  in  one  parcel.  Parcel  sizes  range  from  40  to 
640  acres.  Two  parcels  are  accessed  by  an  existing  way  and  one  parcel  is 
accessed  by  a  cherrystem  road.  Two  of  the  private  owners  are  active 
livestock  permittees  within  the  WSA  and  one  has  had  all  grazing  priv- 
ileges revoked.  Livestock  grazing  is  the  only  use  of  the  private  and 
state  land.   No  developments  exist  on  these  inholdings. 
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A  proposed  utility  corridor  route  also  passes  through  the  WSA  on  a 
southwest-northeast  axis  following  the  present  alignment  of  the  trans 
continental  telephone  cable  along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.  This 
alignment  is  one  of  six  preliminary  alternative  routes  under  considera- 
tion for  completion  of  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor.  Only  one 
alignment  will  eventually  be  selected.  Of  the  six  alternative  corridors 
under  consideration,  only  2  pass  through  WSA's  under  study  in  this  EIS. 

.CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

No  other  planning  efforts  occur  in  this  area. 
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Affected  Environment 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

WSA  CA-020-612  is  primarily  located  in  Lassen  County,  California 
with  a  very  small  portion  in  Washoe  County,  Nevada.  The  WSA  is 
approximately  30  air  miles  east  of  Susanville  and  lies  entirely 
within  the  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  of  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area, 
Susanville  District. 

The  unit  contains  63,790  acres  of  public  land  (2,830  acres  acquired 
since  12/79  via  State  Land  Exchange)  and  1,560  acres  of  private  land 
located  in  10  tracts  varying  in  size  from  40  to  640  acres.  The  unit 
is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Bruebeck  Spring  Road,  private  land, 
and  County  Road  320,  on  the  south  by  the  section  line  extending 
east-west  south  of  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  T.28N.,  R.16E.,  and  section 
6,  T.28N.,  R.17E.,  then  around  l£  miles  of  the  west  boundary  and  2 
miles  of  the  north  boundary  of  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition 
site  withdrawal,  on  the  east  by  the  Skedaddle  Road  and  on  the  north 
by  the  Humbolt  Wagon  Road. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  stan- 
dards for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness  study  means 
that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by 
the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work  substantially 
unnoticeable"  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964).  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of 
man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing, 
and  ways  used  for  sheepherding  activities,  allotment  inspection,  as 
well  as  by  hunters  and  sightseers.  Areas  without  the  influence  of 
man  evident  are  located  in  the  higher  rugged  canyons  and  ridges  of 
the  Amedee  and  Skedaddle  Mountains  and  along  the  Wendel  Cliffs. 

The  WSA  appears  natural  but  has  evidence  of  man  scattered  throughout 
the  WSA  in  the  form  of  range  water  developments  (15  developed 
springs  and  26  reservoirs)  located  along  the  northern  and  eastern 
sides  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountains  and  in  the  Skedaddle  Creek  and 
Spencer  Creek  drainages.  Vegetation  around  the  water  developments 
are  impacted  by  livestock  and  wildlife  use  creating  small  unnatural 
appearing  areas.  However,  natural  revegetation  of  the  reservoir 
earthen  dams  and  the  location  of  the  structures  within  drainages 
helps  to  reduce  their  overall  adverse  impact  on  naturalness. 

Development  and  operation  of  a  50  megawatt  geothermal/wood  burning 
power  plant  proposed  for  construction  2  miles  west  of  the  WSa 
beginning  in  1985  may  add  adverse  influences  to  the  experience  of 
naturalness  in  the  WSA  because  of  steam  and  noise  generated  by  the 
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plant  up-wind  of  the  WSA.  Detonation  of  amunition  at  the  Sierri 
Army  Depot's  demolition  facility  on  the  southern  flank  of  the  Amede< 
Mountains  causes  sound  and  smoke  cloud  drifts  that  affect  natural- 
ness within  the  WSA.  The  extent  of  the  impacts  depend  upon  the  win< 
direction,  type  of  amunition  detonated  and  frequency  of  detonatioi 
(usually  single  to  multiple  detonations  within  a  1  hour  period  ii 
mid-afternoon).  Prevailing  westerly  winds  usually  carry  th« 
majority  of  cloud  drifts  east  of  the  WSA,  but  drift  of  dissipatinj 
clouds  over  the  WSA  does  occur. 

There  are  15  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  47  miles  of  ways  withir 
the  WSA.   These  access  routes  are  concentrated  in  the  following 
areas:   Spencer  Basin,  eastern  drainages  of  Skedaddle  Mountain, 
Skedaddle  Creek  and  tributaries,  north  slope  drainages  with  de- 
veloped springs  and  reservoirs,  and  portions  of  Wendel  Canyon.   The 
majority   of   cherrystem  roads   and   ways   access   livestock  watei 
developments  and  penetrate  into  the  WSA  from  1  to  6  miles.   Of  th 
47  miles  of  ways,  22  would  be  difficult  to  close  at  present  WSA 
boundaries  due  to  open  terrain.   The  ways  receive  only  light  use  b; 
light  trucks  and  thus  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the  sagebrush 
Most  of  the  ways  are  of  low  impact  to  the  natural  character  of  the 
WSA  because  of  screening  provided  by  adjacent  brush  and  by  theii 
canyon  bottom  locations  that  afford  screening  by  adjacent  ridges 
However,  they  are  maintained  by  the  passage  of  vehicles  and  are  not 
reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 


C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Type 
Recreation 


The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  requirements 
for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 

1.    Solitude 

Portions  of  the  WSA  offer  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  due  to  their  isolated  location  within  the  rugged 
mountainous  land  mass  of  the  WSA.  These  areas  are  Spencer  and 
Little  Spencer  Basin,  Wendel  Canyon's  North,  Middle  and  South 
Forks,  unnamed  canyons  that  penetrate  Wendel  Cliffs,  James  and 
Amedee  Canyons,  Skedaddle  Creek  Canyons,  Spencer  Creek  Canyon, 
and  the  numerous  unnamed  canyons  on  the  eastern  and  northern 
slopes  of  the  WSA.  These  areas  are  isolated  from  outside 
influences  and  provide  excellent  opportunities  for  experiencing 
solitude  in  a  scenic  rugged  mountainous  setting. 

Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  occur  within  the  WSA  during  the 
fall  hunting  season  with  the  influx  of  motorized  vehicles  used 
by  hunters  for  access.  Motorized  vehicle  use  occurs  primarily 
around  the  WSA's  lower  northern  and  eastern  slopes  and  within 
the  canyons  of  Skedaddle  Creek  and  Spencer  Creek.   Vehicle  use 
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associated  with  hunting  also  occurs  on  the  cherrystem  road  and 
way  to  the  mouth  of  Wendel  Canyon.  Hunting  occurs  throughout 
most  of  the  WSA  and  reduces  the  opportunity  for  solitude  during 
the  most  heavily  used  period  following  the  opening  of  Chukar 
season.  Livestock  operators  are  the  only  other  regular  users 
of  the  WSA  and  their  activities  do  little  to  adversely  impact 
solitude. 

Other  adverse  impacts  to  solitude  result  from  the  sound  of 
outside  influences.  Impacts  result  from  railroad  traffic  on 
the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  line  located  i  to  4  miles  south 
of  the  WSA  (railroad  traffic  averages  2  trains/day,  10  to  20 
minutes  duration  of  passage  per  train);  unorganized,  though 
often  regular  weekend  motorcycle  riding  in  a  gravel  pit  located 
in  T.28N.  R.16E  section  11  SW£  3/4  miles  south  of  the  WSA 
boundary;  and  detonation  of  ammunition  at  the  Sierra  Army 
Depot's  demolition  area  on  the  southern  flank  of  the  Amedee 
Mountains.  The  demolition  activities  vary  from  occasional  to 
multiple  daily  detonations  that  usually  occur  during  a  1  hour 
period  in  the  afternoon.  Sound  impacts  are  loud  but  brief  and 
vary  depending  upon  one's  location  within  the  WSA.  Total  sound 
is  very  loud  on  the  southern  half  of  the  WSA  but  is  less  in 
Spencer  Basin  and  on  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA  due  to  the 
shielding  of  the  Amedee  and  Skedaddle  Ridges.  Visual  evidence 
of  lingering  smoke  clouds  from  the  explosions  vary  depending 
upon  winds.   Effect  on  the  WSA  is  temporary. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive*  and  unconfined  type 
recreation  exist  throughout  the  WSA.  Activities  that  occur  are 
hiking,  horseback  riding,  wildlife  observation,  and  nature 
study.  The  many  steep  and  narrow  canyons  provide  excellent 
opportunities  for  exploration  and  challenging  hiking.  The  many 
canyons,  ridges  and  peaks  also  afford  many  good  destination 
type  attractions  for  both  day  trips  and  overnight  outtings. 
Available  water  would  require  treatment  for  human  use. 

3.  Special  Features 

Physical  relief  and  birds  of  prey  (raptors)  are  the  major 
distinctive  feature  of  the  WSA.  The  2,200'  Wendel  Cliffs  form 
the  very  pronounced  south-western  face  of  the  WSA.  Wendel 
Canyon's  three  forks  disect  the  northern  end  of  the  cliff 
area.  Eroded  volcanic  rocks  of  the  cliffs  form  numerous 
cavities  and  spires.  All  of  these  areas  consist  of  steep 
cliffs  and  rugged  rocky  slopes.  The  Skedaddle  Mountain 
ridgecrest  and  its  southern  face  also  forms  steep  relief  in  the 
WSA.  Numerous  canyons  occur  throughout  the  WSA,  particularly 
along  the  Amedee  Mountains.  Scenic  quality  is  high  in  the  more 
rugged  areas  of  the  WSA.   Extensive  vistas  of  three  major 
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geologic  provinces,  the  Great  Basin,  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the 
Modoc  Plateau  are  all  possible  from  throughout  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  contains  a  high  density  of  seasonally  nesting  raptors 
including  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  red  tail  hawks,  long 
eared  owls  and  great  horned  owls.  Golden  eagle  nesting  density 
is  among  the  highest  throughout  the  region. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  on  the  western  edge  of  the  Great  Basin  characterized 
by  eroded  volcanic  mountains.  The  WSA  is  dominated  by  the 
Skedaddle  and  Amedee  Mountains  located  within  the  central  and 
southern  parts  of  the  WSA.  These  peaks  rise  from  adjacent  dry 
lake  beds  and  low  sloping  hills  at  4200 '  to  the  summit  of  the 
Skedaddles  at  7680'. 

The  north,  south,  and  east  edges  of  the  WSA  are  open,  sage- 
brush covered  flats  developing  into  long  toe  slopes  of  the 
Skedaddles  or  shorter  toe  slopes  of  the  Amedees,  along  with 
associated  drainages  and  hills.  The  core  area  is  dominated  by 
rugged  vertical  cliffs,  canyons,  peaks,  and  basins  of  the 
Skedaddle  and  Amedee  Mountains.  The  high  Skedaddle  elevations 
support  scattered  aspen  groves  and  patches  of  large  berry 
shrubs.  The  deep  canyons  support  riparian  vegetation  (willows, 
wild  rose,  berry  shrubs)  and  the  basins,  small  grass  meadows. 
However,  sagebrush  and  bunch  grass  vegetation  dominate  the 
majority  of  the  unit.  No  threatened  or  endangered  plants  occur 
within  the  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  the 
Great  Basin  wildlife.  Wildlife  features  within  the  WSA  include 
the  following:  Sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  on  the  WSA's 
lower  southeast,  east  and  northeast  slopes;  pronghorn  range  on 
the  lower  north  and  east  slopes  as  well  as  up  Spencer  Creek; 
pronghorn  winter  range  along  the  lower  east  slopes  and  up 
Spencer  Creek;  pronghorn  kidding  areas  in  Spencer  Basin  and  in 
the  northwestern  corner  of  the  WSA;  deer  range  throughout  all 
but  the  WSA's  north  western  corner,  deer  winter  range  on  por- 
tions of  the  WSA's  lower  eastern  and  northeastern  slopes,  deer 
fawning  areas  throughout  the  mid  to  higher  elevations  of  the 
Skedaddle's  north  and  northeast  slopes. 

Other  special  features  include  numerous  raptor  nesting  sites  on 
the  many  cliffs  in  the  unit  especially  in  Wendel  Canyon  and  on 
Wendel  Cliffs.  Raptors  commonly  nesting  in  the  WSA  include 
prairie  falcons,  golden  eagles,  red  tail  hawks,  great  horned 
owls  and  long  eared  owls. 
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Three  wildlife  guzzlers  are  located  in  the  WSA.  No  other 
wildlife  developments  exist  or  are  planned  within  the  WSA. 

The  area  has  been  studied  for  reintroduction  of  big  horn  sheep 
because  it  offers  good  habitat  and  cover.  However,  presently 
the  WSA  is  considered  minimally  suitable  because  of  disease 
transmitted  by  domestic  sheep  use  of  the  area.  Domestic  sheep 
use  is  a  grandfathered  right  in  the  WSA. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  animal  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  unit  contains  A,  B  and  C  quality  scenery  on  the  BLM  visual 
quality  rating  system.  Highest  quality  A  scenery  is  located  in 
areas  of  greatest  relief,  Wendel  Cliffs,  Wendel  Canyon  and  the 
Skedaddle  Mountain  Peaks.  B  scenery  includes  the  Amedee  Peaks, 
Spencer  Basin  and  the  upper  slopes  of  Skedaddle  and  Amedee 
Mountains.  C  quality  scenery  is  located  on  the  basal  slopes 
around  the  periphery  of  the  WSA  on  the  east,  south  and  west  and 
comprises  the  majority  of  the  WSA's  northern  area  north  of  four 
developed  springs,  Antelope,  Jenkins,  Willow  and  Morgan. 

Expansive  vistas  over  Honey  Lake,  Honey  Lake  Valley  and  beyond 
to  the  Sierra  escarpment  and  the  volcanic  peaks  surrounding 
Honey  Lake  Valley  are  available  from  throughout  the  higher 
elevations  of  the  WSA.  These  contrasts  of  varied  topographic 
relief  outside  and  within  the  WSA  add  to  the  scenic  quality  of 
the  area. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

A  seven  percent  random  stratified  sample  inventory  was 
completed  for  the  entire  Cal  Neva  planning  unit  as  part  of  the 
Cal  Neva  EIS.  In  addition,  clearances,  especially  for  range 
seeding  projects  have  increased  the  total  area  surveyed  to 
13%.  Estimates  of  the  WSA's  archeological  resources  are  based 
on  this  information  as  well  as  limited  site  specific  surveys 
conducted  in  response  to  BLM  project  clearances  and  archeo- 
logical research.  Any  area  with  natural  year  round  water  has 
very  high  potential  for  location  of  national  register  quality 
sites;  moderate  potential  exists  for  location  of  national 
register  quality  quarry  sites  along  all  rims. 

Seventeen  national  register  quality  sites  have  been  located 
within  the  WSA.  Site  locations  are  scattered  around  the  WSA's 
lower  basal  slopes  and  drainages.  Moderate  potential  for 
location  of  additional  sites  exists  along  lower  Spencer  Creek 
and  in  two  adjacent  tributaries  to  the  northeast,  along  the 
Skedaddle's  northern  drainages  near  spring  and  water  courses 
and  along  the  base  of  the  Amedee  Cliffs  area.   Sites  include 
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seasonal  encampments,  hunting  blinds  and  village  sites.  Tommy 
Tucker  Cave  located  at  the  base  of  Wendel  Cliffs  was  inhabited 
by  Paiutes  within  the  past  100  years. 


5.   Water  Resources 


Perennial  water  is  located  in  Skedaddle  Creek  and  in  scattered 
springs  throughout  the  WSA.  Fifteen  of  these  springs  are 
developed.  Twenty  six  small  reservoirs  are  also  located 
throughout  the  WSA.  There  is  an  identified  need  for  additional 
water  developments  for  livestock.  Two  EAs  in  1983  and  1984 
were  written  covering  1  developed  spring  and  5  reservoirs 
proposed  in  this  area  to  be  constructed  in  FY  84.  Waters  would 
require  treatment  for  human  use  except  where  springs  are  not 
impacted  by  livestock. 


II.   MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 


A.   Leasable  Minerals 


The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  is  unknown.  Leases  filed  in  the  area 
in  the  past  have  been  allowed  to  expire  without  exploration  or 
development.  940  acres  of  the  southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA  located 
on  the  Wendel  Cliffs  and  lower  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains,  and 
all  of  sections  20  and  29  T.29N.  R.16E.,  480  acres,  are  located 
within  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA) .  An  addi- 
tional area  of  approximately  21,540  acres  located  in  the  central  and 
western  half  of  the  WSA  is  considered  prospectively  valuable  for 
geothermal. 

Rugged  topography  precludes  on  site  development  of  the  Wendel 
Cliff's  resource.  Off  site  drilling  could  occur,  however,  no 
interest  has  been  shown  in  developing  this  portion  of  the  KGRA  at 
this  time.  Development  of  more  level  portions  of  the  KGRA  outside 
the  WSA  is  occurring.  The  portion  of  the  KGRA  in  sections  20  and  29 
T.29N.  R.16E.  is  more  gradual  and  could  be  more  easily  developed. 
The  WSA  is  not  considered  valuable  for  sodium  or  potassium. 

B.   Locatable  Minerals 

Early  mineral  exploration  consisting  of  small  exploratory  surface 
pits  has  occurred  in  the  WSA.  Areas  of  past  activity  include 
Spencer  Basin  and  Little  Spencer  Basin,  North  Fork  of  Wendel  Canyon 
and  the  southern  slopes  of  the  WSA.  No  development  resulted  from 
these  early  explorations. 

Seven  placer  claims  totaling  approximately  100  acres  held  by  one 
person  exist  within  the  WSA  in  T.29N.,  R.16E.,  sections  10  &  15. 
Commercial  development  of  perlite  was  considered  in  1977  but  did  not 
occur.   A  cherrystem  access  road  exists  to  the  claims. 
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Salable  Minerals 

Commercial  removal  of  sand  and  gravel  has  occurred  along  the  south- 
west border  of  the  WSA  on  the  dry  lake  slopes  above  County  Road  320. 

Energy 

Two  potential  utility  corridors  pass  through  the  WSA.  One  is 
located  on  an  east-west  axis  and  extends  across  the  northern  end  of 
the  WSA,  roughly  following  an  existing  underground  telephone  cable 
right-of-way.  The  second  alignment  passes  along  the  eastern  side  of 
the  WSA  on  a  northwest-southeast  axis.  The  northern  alignment  is 
considered  a  higher  priority  alignment  (Sierra  Pacific  Power 
Company,  5-15-84).  Corridor  development  is  in  the  preliminary 
planning  stages  and  the  feasibility  of  eventual  development  through 
the  WSA  is  unknown  at  this  time.  A  further  explanation  of  the 
corridors  is  contained  in  the  general  information  section  of  Chapter 
III. 


III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


A.    Grazing  Use 


ALLOTMENT 


PERCENT 
OF  WSA 


SEASON 
OF  USE 


LICENSED  USE 
NO./AUM's 


SUSPENDED 
NON-USE    PERMITTEE 


Twin  Peaks  65% 
Deep  Cut  20% 
Winter  Range    15% 


Cattle 


Sheep 


3/01-12/31  1054/10190  4000/2600  7468 
4/01-10/31  789/2288  0/0  1336 
1/11-04/10      0/0      1000/600     359 


Espil 

Laver 

Clark 

Swickard 

Mendiboure 


B.   Range  Developments  (existing/proposed) 

Reservoirs       Springs       Wells 


26/5 


Springs 
15/1 


0/1 


Fences  (miles) 
6/0 


Reservoirs  and  spring  developments  are  located  in  four  general  areas 
within  the  WSA:  Spencer  Creek  drainage,  east  side  canyons,  Skedad- 
dle Creek  and  tributaries,  north  slope  drainages.  These  areas  cover 
the  majority  of  the  WSA.  Cherrystem  roads  and  ways  access  most 
water  developments.  Areas  without  water  developments  are:  Ske- 
daddle Mountain  summit  ridge,  Little  Spencer  Basin,  Upper  Wendel 
Canyon  and  its  tributaries,  Wendel  Cliffs  and  lower  slopes,  Amedee 
Mountains.  There  is  an  identified  need  for  additional  livestock 
waters.   See  Water  Resources. 
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IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  WSA  comprises  approximately  15%  of  Twin  Peaks  Horse  Use  Area.  Herd 
size  recommended  in  the  Cal-Neva  MFP  is  600-850  horses  and  75-110 
burros.  Very  few  burros  occur  in  the  WSA.  Management  levels  for  the  WSA 
portion  of  the  horse  use  area  has  not  been  determined  at  this  time.  Once 
determined,  maintenance  of  horse  herd  size  at  management  levels  will 
require  periodic  gathering.  BLM  has  gathered  surplus  horses  and  burros 
from  this  area  since  1976  using  helicopter  gathering  techniques,  portable 
corrals  and  tractor  trailer  transport  of  gathered  horses  from  the  trap 
site.  Vehicle  access  is  required  for  transport  of  portable  corral  panels 
to  the  trap  site  and  removal  of  trapped  animals. 

Trap  areas  are  selected  based  on  a  combination  of  herd  location  and 
suitable  terrain.  Past  trap  locations  were  at  Wild  Horse  Reservoir  and 
Skedaddle  Dam  site,  both  £  mile  outside  the  WSA's  eastern  boundary  in 
adjacent  WSA  CA-020-615. 

V.  RECREATION 

Hunting  is  the  only  regular  public  use  of  the  WSA  although  occasional 
hiking  and  horseback  riding  does  occur.  The  area  receives  heavy  use  for 
deer  and  chukar  hunting  and  moderate  to  low  use  for  pronghorn,  dove,  sage 
grouse  and  quail  hunting.  Rabbit  hunting  occurs  along  the  lower  sage- 
brush and  greasewood  slopes  adjacent  to  the  boundary  roads.  Hiking  use 
occurs  in  Wendel  Canyon,  the  canyons  of  Wendel  Cliffs,  and  on  Skedaddle 
Mountain.  Tommy  Tucker  Cave  at  the  base  of  Wendel  Cliffs  also  attracts 
occasional  visitors  who  make  the  short  1/8  mile  hike  from  the  road  to  the 
cave.  Total  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  4,500  or  more  visitor 
days/year  with  hunter  use  accounting  for  approximately  4,200  of  those 
visitor  days. 

Off  road  vehicle  use  occurs  primarily  in  support  of  hunting  and  consists 
of  4  wheel  drive  use  of  existing  ways  and  cross  country  travel.  The 
Lassen  Motorcycle  Club  annually  sponsors  a  100  mile  enduro  ride  that 
often  starts  just  outside  the  WSA's  southern  boundary  and  utilizes  ways 
through  the  southern  segment  of  the  WSA.  The  one  day  event  usually  draws 
100  to  200  riders  and  an  equal  number  of  spectators.  Race  start  and  fin- 
ish areas  are  adjacent  to  the  WSA's  southern  boundary.  Non-competitive 
trail  riding  occurs  on  the  access  ways  of  Spencer  and  Skedaddle  Creeks, 
on  the  northern  slope  access  ways  and  on  a  small  undeveloped  trail  up 
Thousand  Springs  Canyon. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Five  livestock  permittees  are  dependent  upon  the  WSA  for  grazing 
privileges.  Licensed  use  includes  cattle  and  sheep.  Their  use  is 
grandfathered  into  any  future  wilderness  management  should  the  WSA  become 
part  of  the  national  wilderness  preservation  system.  Commercial  trapping 
of  bobcat  and  coyote  occur  to  a  limited  extent  within  the  WSA.  Depen- 
dency is  considered  to  be  moderate  to  low.   Nine  of  the  11  private 
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inholdings  are  currently  managed  for  livestock.  Management  is  not 
expected  to  change  in  future. 

Mineral  potential  is  limited  to  possible  development  of  the  perlite 
claims  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  lake  bed  deposits  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  WSA.  Probability  of  commercial  development  of  the 
perlite  claims  in  unknown.  Sand  and  gravel  extraction  has  occurred  in 
the  past,  however,  other  higher  grade  deposits  from  the  same  lake  terrace 
outside  the  WSA  are  preferred  by  commercial  operators. 

Development  of  geothermal  potential  within  the  WSA  may  be  possible  in  the 
future  through  diagonal  drilling  into  the  resource  in  the  Wendel  Cliff 
sections  of  the  WSA  or  through  on  site  drilling  in  more  gradually  sloping 
areas  of  the  WSA.  Present  development  activity  is  centered  2  miles  west 
of  the  WSA  on  level  dry  lake  bed  areas. 

The  majority  of  public  comments  during  the  intentory  phase  favored 
wilderness  designation.  However,  at  that  time  (1979),  Lassen  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  voted  against  any  further  wilderness  in  Lassen 
County.  Many  area  residents  have  expressed  opposition  to  wilderness  in 
the  Skedaddles  because  of  1.)  concern  for  restrictions  imposed  on 
motorized  access  for  hunting  and,  2.)  concern  that  wilderness  designation 
would  adversely  affect  the  operation  of  the  Sierra  Army  Depot,  which  is 
the  largest  single  employer  in  Lassen  County. 

Other  local  residents  have  expressed  support  for  wilderness  in  the 
Skedaddles  because  of  the  area's  rugged  character,  high  wildlife  values, 
challenging  recreational  opportunities  and  convenient  accessibility  from 
Susanville. 

EI.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  total  1,560  acres  in  11  parcels  owned  by  three 
owners.  Parcel  sizes  range  from  40  to  640  acres.  All  but  two  inholdings 
are  accessed  by  existing  vehicle  ways  or  roads  across  public  land.  The 
remaining  two  parcels  are  each  i  mile  away  from  existing  ways.  Two  of 
the  three  inholding  owners  are  livestock  permittees  who  rely  heavily  on 
the  WSA  for  grazing  rights.  Most  inholdings  have  developed  livestock 
water  on  them. 

One  desert  land  entry  application  is  pending  on  an  80  acre  parcel  of 
public  land  on  the  western  border  of  the  WSA.  The  same  parcel  is 
included  in  a  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  proposal  to  transfer  public  lands 
in  the  Wendel  area  to  local  Native  Americans  for  commercial  uses. 

fill    CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

Public  land  management  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA,  adjacent  to 
the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  area,  is  consistent  with  the  Lassen 
County  Public  Safety  Zone  established  in  the  Lassen  County  General  Plan 
of  1968  as  amended.   The  Public  Safety  Zone  is  a  1  mile  set  back 
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established  around  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  area  withdrawal. 
Actual  distance  from  the  Public  Safety  Zone  perimeter  to  the  demolition 
site  varies  from  2  to  4  miles.  The  Public  Safety  Zone  establishes  a 
non-developed  standard  around  the  withdrawn  area,  but  does  not  preclude 
public  use  of  the  area.  Past  and  present  use  of  the  lands  adjacent  to 
the  military  withdrawal  include  livestock  grazing  and  hunting.  Pro- 
visions of  the  Lassen  County  Public  Safety  Zone  are  found  in  Lassen 
County  Code,  Chapter  18.96. 
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WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

WILDERNESS 

A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  unit  contains  95,025  acres  of  public  land  (1820  acres  added 
since  the  12/79  inventory  via  State  Land  Exchange)  and  520  acres  of 
private  land  located  in  8  tracts,  varying  in  size  from  40  to  160 
acres.  The  unit  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  lower  Smoke  Creek 
Road,  the  Dry  Valley  Road  and  the  Pipe  Springs  Road.  The  northern 
boundary  is  the  Smoke  Creek  Ranch  Road,  the  southern  boundary  the 
Wendel  Road,  and  the  western  boundary  the  eastside  Skedaddle  Road. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM's  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the 
minimum  standards  for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness 
study  means  that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected 
primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable"  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964).  In  this  WSA 
the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support 
livestock  grazing  and  access  roads  and  ways  for  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well  as  for  hunting. 

The  majority  of  the  unit  appears  natural  in  character.  Ways  and 
reservoirs  are  scattered  about  the  area  from  the  foothills  of  the 
steep  wall  along  the  east  boundary  to  the  road  forming  the  west 
boundary.  The  majority  of  these  developments  are  located  in 
clusters  in  the  northern,  central  and  southern  portions  of  the 
unit.  Each  cluster  spans  an  area  roughly  four  miles  in  diameter. 
The  unit's  rolling  terrain  and  size  screen  most  reservoirs  from 
direct  viewing  from  any  one  vantage  point.  A  natural  appearing 
environment  with  no  evidence  of  man's  presence  characterizes  the 
balance  of  the  WSA's  94,000  acres. 

Expansive  vistas  to  the  east  overlook  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert. 
Vehicle  dust  trails  can  occasionally  be  seen,  however,  the  very  low 
volume  of  traffic  makes  this  impact  of  little  consequence  to  the 
experience  of  naturalness  within  the  WSA. 

Near  daily  detonation  of  surplus  ammunition  occurs  at  the  Sierra 
Army  Depot's  demolition  area  on  the  southern  flank  of  the  Amedee 
Mountains,  2  miles  west  of  the  WSA's  southern  end.  Explosions  vary 
from  1  to  10  per  day  occuring  within  a  1  hour  period,  generally  in 
the  afternoons.  Exceptions  to  this  do  occur.  Dust  and  smoke  clouds 
from  the  explosions  usually  drift  east  over  the  south  end  of  the 
WSA.  Adverse  effects  to  naturalness  within  the  southern  end  of  the 
WSA  vary  from  slight  to  moderate  depending  upon  the  cloud  size  and 
dispersal  time. 
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There  are  6  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  47  miles  of  ways  pene- 
trating the  WSA.  Private  inholdings  span  some  of  the  ways,  however, 
physical  access  is  not  limited  by  private  ownership.  Most  of  the 
ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during 
hunting  season  and  thus,  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the  sage- 
brush. This  makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the 
naturalness.  Although  the  level  of  use  is  relatively  low,  it  has 
been  consistent.  Therefore,  the  ways  are  not  reverting  back  to  a 
natural  state. 

C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Unconfined  Type 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minimum 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

1.  Solitude 

Opportunities  for  solitude  exist  throughout  the  WSA.  Although 
terrain  is  not  highly  varied,  enough  variation  exists  in 
combination  with  the  unit's  substantial  size  north-south  (21 
miles)  and  the  steep  relief  which  separates  its  east  1/3  from 
its  west  2/3  to  provide  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

As  discussed  under  naturalness  outside  sights  and  sounds  do 
affect  the  WSA,  particularly  the  southern  four  miles,  adversely 
affecting  opportunities  for  solitude  in  the  southern  end. 
Sound  impacts  are  loud  but  brief  and  vary  depending  upon  one's 
location  with  the  WSA.  Total  sound  is  similar  to,  or  less 
than,  that  of  sonic  booms  that  occasionally  occur  throughout 
the  region.  Expansive  vistas  to  the  east  over  the  Smoke  Creek 
Desert  outside  the  WSA,  enhance  the  feeling  of  isolation  in  the 
WSA  without  adding  any  significant  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
within  the  WSA.  Fall  hunting  for  chukar  creates  an  influx  of 
hunters  which  access  the  unit  via  4-wheel  drive  vehicles  and  on 
foot.  Most  use  is  concentrated  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
WSA.   Opportunities  for  solitude  is  reduced  during  this  time. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  exist 
throughout  the  unit.  The  unit's  rugged  eastern  1/3  is  of 
particular  interest  to  persons  seeking  exploration  in  rugged 
canyon  areas.  Destination  type  features  and  challenging  hiking 
opportunities  are  centered  along  Dry  Valley  Rim  and  its  short 
steep  canyons. 
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3.    Special  features 

Wildlife  add  special  interest  to  the  WSA.  Large  wintering 
herds  of  deer  are  common  on  the  gradually  sloping  western  flank 
of  the  WSA.   Sagegrouse,  chukar  and  antelope  are  also  prevalent. 

Dry  Valley  Rim  is  the  most  distinctive  physical  feature  within 
the  WSA  and  is  unique  among  the  other  5  WSA's  in  the  area.  The 
rim  is  a  17  mile  north-south  east  facing  fault  block  that  rises 
up  to  1,500  feet  above  adjacent  terrain.  The  rim  consists  of 
black  and  brown  layered  volcanic  rock  highlighted  by  colorful 
green  yellow  and  orange  lichens.  Birds  of  prey  use  the  rim  for 
nesting,  particularly  prarie  falcons  and  golden  eagles.  Good 
opportunities  for  viewing  birds  of  prey  exist  from  atop  the  rim. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

Elevations  within  the  unit  vary  from  3,800  to  6,200  feet.  At 
the  higher  elevations  there  are  flat  topped  mountains  with 
steep  and  abrupt  rimrock  walls  and  rocky  talus  and  sagebrush 
covered  slopes.  Preciptious,  deep  rimrock  and  talus  canyons 
are  common  on  the  eastern  1/3  of  the  WSA  whereas  they  become 
more  shallow  and  smooth-flowing  at  the  lower  elevations, 
particularly  on  the  gradually  sloping  west  slope.  An  almost 
sheer  1,000  to  1,500  foot  rimrock  wall  is  located  along  the 
eastern  boundary.  Between  this  rock  wall  which  forms  the 
topographical  limits  of  the  unit  and  the  eastern  boundary  road, 
is  a  distance  of  approximately  £  mile  to  3  miles.  Lower  slopes 
and  a  small  ridge  system  characterize  this  area.  The  dominant 
vegetation  throughout  the  unit  is  big  and  low  sagebrush.  Water 
is  very  limited  in  the  southern  half  of  the  unit  and  in  the 
northern  half  consists  of  developed  springs  and  reservoirs.  No 
threatened  or  endangered  animal  species  occur  within  the  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife. 

Special  wildlife  features  include  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds 
in  the  western  two-thirds  of  the  WSA,  deer  winter  range 
throughout  the  WSA,  pronghorn  winter  range  east  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim,  prairie  falcon  and  golden  eagle  nesting  sites  on  the  WSA's 
prominent  escarpment,  Dry  Valley  Rim  and  good  chukar  habitat 
throughout  the  WSA's  steep  slope  areas. 

Six  upland  game  guzzlers  are  located  in  the  WSA  and  good 
potential  exists  for  up  to  5  more.  Guzzler  installation 
generally  requires  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  travel  to 
the  guzzler  sites  and  minor  20'  x  20'   site  disturbance  for 
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installation.  Wilderness  designation  would  restrict,  but  not 
prevent,  motorized  access  for  future  wildlife  improvements  if 
they  are  needed  to  benefit  wilderness  values.  Timing  and 
method  of  installation  would  be  planned  to  reduce  impacts  on 
solitude  and  naturalness. 

No  threatened  or  endangered  animal  species  occur  within  the  WSA. 

3.    Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  includes  both  B  and  C  quality  scenery  on  the  BLM  visual 
quality  rating  system.  B  scenery  is  located  along  the  unit's 
eastern  side.  The  scenic  rating  is  primarily  based  on  the 
rugged  1,000  to  1,500  foot  layered  volcanic  face  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim,  its  many  short  steep  canyons  and  the  expansive  vistas  east 
over  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert.  B  scenery  is  also  located  on  the 
unit's  northern  border  along  the  canyon  of  Smoke  Creek  and  Rush 
Creek.  C  quality  scenery  is  located  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
unit.  This  area  consists  of  north-south  fault  block  uplifted 
on  the  east  and  sloping  on  the  west  to  Skedaddle  Creek.  This 
long  plain  is  disected  by  numerous  small  canyons  and  low 
ridges.  The  gently  rolling  topography  provides  slightly  varied 
land  forms.  However,  a  similarity  of  color  and  form  do  not 
make  the  area  particularly  distinctive. 


4.    Cultural  Resources 

A  seven  percent  random  stratified  sample  inventory  was 
completed  for  the  entire  Cal  Neva  Planning  Unit  as  part  of  the 
Cal  Neva  EIS.  In  addition,  clearances,  especially  for  range 
projects,  have  increased  the  total  area  surveyed  to  13%. 
Estimates  of  the  WSA's  archaeological  resources  are  based  on 
this  information  as  well  as  limited  site  specific  surveys 
conducted  in  response  to  BLM  project  clearances  and  archaeo- 
logical research. 

Any  area  with  natural  year  round  water  has  very  high  potential 
for  location  of  national  register  quality  sites.  Moderate 
potential  exists  for  location  on  national  register  quality 
quarry  sites  along  all  rims. 

Two  national  register  quality  sites  have  been  located  in  the 
WSA  with  potential  for  many  more.  A  1983  excavation  of  a 
burial  cave  located  nearby  but  outside  the  WSA,  in  an  area 
physically  similar  to  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  escarpment,  provided 
valuable  new  information  about  archaeological  resources  of  the 
area.  Highest  potential  for  location  of  additional  archaeo- 
logical resources  exists  along  segments  of  Skedaddle  Creek  and 
along  portions  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Moderate  potential  for  new 
site  location  exists  along  the  lower  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle 
Creek  and  along  the  escarpment  of  Dry  Valley  Rim. 
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Remains  of  the  earthen  fill  abutments  of  Skedaddle  Dam  built 
and  washed  out  in  the  1890 's  can  be  seen  along  Skedaddle  Creek 
in  T.28N.,  R.18E.,  Section  6  NW^SWi. 

5.   Water  Resources 

Perennial  flowing  water  is  found  in  parts  of  Skedaddle  Creek, 
South  Fork  of  Rush  Creek,  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek,  and 
Smoke  Creek.  A  few  seasonally  flowing  springs  are  scattered 
throughout  the  WSA.  Sixteen  reservoirs  are  located  within  the 
WSA's  northern  end.  The  southern  end  of  the  WSA  is  without 
developed  water.  Additional  livestock  waters  are  needed.  Two 
EA's  written  in  1983  and  1984  covered  15  reservoirs  to  be 
constructed  in  FY  85  dependent  upon  water  rights  issue 
resolution. 

II.   MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 

A.  Leaseable  Minerals 

The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Twelve  hundred 
acres  are  under  lease  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  WSA,  al- 
though no  surface  disturbing  exploration  has  occured.  The  WSA  is 
not  considered  valuable  for  sodium  or  potassium.  There  are  17,400 
acres  on  the  southern  5  miles  of  the  WSA  that  are  considered 
prospectively  valueable  for  geothermal.  This  area  is  approximately 
15  miles  east  of  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  where 
exploration  and  development  is  occurring  for  low  temperature 
geothermal  resources.  No  exploration  or  development  has  occurred  in 
this  WSA. 

B.  Locatable  Minerals 

The  WSA  contains  5  placer  claims  covering  640  acres  on  the  east 

escarpment  of  Dry  Valley  Rim  om  T.29N.,  R.19E.,  Sections  7  and  18. 

No  development  has  occurred.  Perlite  is  located  in  the  WSA,  but  no 
claims  have  been  filed. 

C.  Salable  Minerals 

Sand  and  Gravel  extraction  has  occured  prior  to  WSA  designation  on 
dry  lake  bed  terraces  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  WSA.  Demand 
for  the  material  use  is  based  on  nearby  Sierra  Army  Depot  construc- 
tion contract  needs. 

D.  Energy 

Three  potential  utility  corridor  routes  pass  through  the  WSA.  One 
is  located  on  an  east-southwest  axis  along  the  northern  side  of  the 
WSA;  the  second  is  located  on  a  northwest  to  south  axis  through  the 
western  side  of  the  WSA;  and  the  third  is  located  on  a  north-south 
axis  through  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA.   Corridor  development  is 
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in  the  preliminary  planning  stages  and  the  feasibility  of  eventual 
development  through  the  WSA  is  unknown  at  this  time.  A  further 
explanation  of  the  corridors  is  contained  in  the  general  information 
section  of  Chapter  III. 


III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


A.    Grazing  Use 


Allotment 


%  of 
WSA 


Season 
of  Use 


Cattle 


Suspended 
Sheep    Non-Use   Permittees 


Twin  Peaks     90 
Winter  Range   10 


03/1-12/31   1054/10190  4000/2600   7468 
11/1-03/31    260/1300   2000/200     840 


Espil 
Laver 
Espil 
Fish  Springs 


B.    Range  Development  (existing/proposed) 
Reservoirs      Springs     Wells 


16/15 


Springs 
3/0 


2/0 


Fences  (miles) 
0/0 


Most  reservoir  developments  are  located  in  the  northern  and  central 
portion  of  the  unit  with  no  facilities  in  the  southern  half.  Spring 
developments  are  on  the  north  and  eastern  sides  of  the  WSA. 
Livestock  water  developments  and  their  associated  vehicle  access 
ways  are  the  only  man  made  intrusions  evident  within  the  WSA. 
Additional  livestock  waters  are  needed.   See  water  resources  above. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  WSA  comprises  approximately  20%  of  the  Twin  Peaks  herd  management 
area.  Herd  size  recommended  in  the  Cal  Neva  MFP  is  600-850  horses  and 
75-110  burros.  Management  levels  for  the  WSA  portion  of  the  herd 
management  area  have  not  been  determined  at  this  time.  However, 
maintenance  of  herd  size  at  management  levels  will  require  periodic 
gathering.  BLM  has  gathered  surplus  horses  and  burros  from  this  area 
since  1976  using  helicopter  gathering  techniques,  portable  corrals  and 
tractor  trailer  transport  of  gathered  horses  from  the  trap  site.  Vehicle 
access  is  required  for  transport  of  portable  corral  panels  to  the  trap 
site  and  removal  of  trapped  animals.  Trap  areas  are  selected  based  on  a 
combination  of  herd  locations  and  suitable  terrain.  Past  trapping 
locations  have  been  near  Skedaddle  Dam,  T.28N.,  R.18E.,  Sec.  5,  NWi,  | 
mile  inside  the  WSA  boundary  and  near  Wild  Horse  Reservoir,  T.30N., 
R.17E.,  Section  23  NW?.  Horses  are  herded  to  these  trap  sites  from 
within  both  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  and  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA. 

V.  RECREATION 

Hunting  is  the  only  regular  public  recreational  use  of  the  WSA.  Hunting 
use  occurs  each  fall  with  chukar,  quail,  and  dove  the  most  popular 
species  hunted.  Popular  hunting  areas  are  along  Smoke  Creek  and 
Skedaddle  Creek  as  well  as  the  entire  steep  eastern  Dry  Valley  Rim. 
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Limited  deer,  pronghorn  and  sagegrouse  hunting  also  occur.  Rabbit 
hunting  occurs  along  the  boundary  roads.  Total  use  is  estimated  at  3,600 
visitor  days/years. 

Off  road  vehicle  use  occurs  primarily  in  support  of  hunting  and  consists 
of  4  wheel  drive  use  of  existing  ways  and  cross  country  travel  particu- 
larly on  the  WSA's  western  lower  slopes.  The  Lassen  Motorcycle  Club 
annually  sponsors  a  100  mile  enduro  ride  that  utilizes  areas  just  off  and 
parallel  to  the  WSA's  southeastern  boundary  road  and  segments  of  existing 
ways  on  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  WSA  near  Skedaddle  Creek  as  part 
of  the  route.  The  one  day  event  usually  draws  100  to  200  riders.  Casual 
trail  riding  outings  on  access  ways  and  on  40  miles  of  very  low  profile 
trails  also  occurs  through  parts  of  the  WSA.  Total  motorcycle  use  is 
estimated  at  400  visitor  days  annually. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Three  livestock  permittees  rely  on  the  forage  within  the  WSA  for  their 
livestock  grazing  needs.  Their  use  is  grandfathered  into  any  future 
wilderness  management  should  the  WSA  become  part  of  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

Commercial  trapping  for  bobcat  and  coyote  occurs  within  the  WSA. 
Dependency  on  the  area  is  estimated  to  be  moderate  to  low. 

Sand  and  gravel  extraction  from  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  WSA  by  a 
local  contractor  is  subject  to  fluctuations  in  demand  for  the  material. 
Use  of  the  source  area  is  directly  related  to  contracts  generated  by  the 
local  Sierra  Army  Depot  and  Cal  Trans. 

Although  geothermal  values  are  potentially  present,  the  expected 
probability  of  development  is  currently  rated  low. 

Private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  This  use 
is  not  expected  to  change  in  the  future. 

The  majority  of  public  comments  received  during  the  inventory  favored 
wilderness  designations.  However,  the  majority  of  the  public  that 
currently  use  the  WSA  (livestock  operators,  trappers,  hunters  and 
motorcyclists)  are  opposed  to  wilderness  designation. 

VII.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  within  the  WSA  completely  surrounded  by  public  land 
total  520  acres  in  8  parcels  owned  by  one  landowner  who  is  one  of  the 
primary  livestock  permittees  in  the  WSA.  Vehicle  access  to  the  private 
inholdings  may  be  required  if  land  owner  needs  cannot  be  satisfied  by 
other  means.  Property  is  used  primarily  for  livestock  watering.  Four  of 
the  seven  parcels  are  accessed  by  existing  ways  that  cross  public  land. 
No  physical  access  except  cross  country  travel  exists  to  the  other 
parcels.  Split  mineral  estate  exists  on  200  acres  of  private  land  on  the 
WSA's  east  boundary.   BLM  owns  the  subsurface  minerals. 
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One  desert  land  entry  application  is  pending  on  120  acres  of  BLM  land  on 

the  eastern  border  of  the  WSA.   An  underground  telephone  cable  right  of 

way  traverses  along  li  miles  of  the  northwestern  edge  of  the  WSA.  A 
valid  easement  covers  this  use. 
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WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

WSA  CA-020-619  is  located  approximately  63  air  miles  northeast  of 
Susanville  and  lies  almost  entirely  within  Washoe  County,  Nevada. 
Most  of  the  unit  lies  within  BLM's  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  of  the 
Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area,  Susanville  District.  Approximately  8,320 
acres  are  located  in  the  Tuledad  planning  unit  of  the  Surprise 
Resource  Area. 

The  unit  contains  47,315  acres  of  public  land  and  1,680  acres  of 

private  land  located  in  11  physically  separate  parcels  varying  in 

size  from  40  to  800  acres.  The  unit  is  bordered  primarily  by  public 
lands. 

Boundaries  consist  of  the  North  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek  on  the  east  to 
approximately  the  center  of  sec.  25,  T.34N.,  R.19E.,  and  then  west 
and  north  along  the  prominent  rim  in  the  SW^,  Sections  25  and  26, 
then  roughly  north  to  the  Buckhorn  Road;  the  Buffalo  Creek  Painter 
Flat  Road  on  the  south;  a  portion  of  the  Pilgrim  Lake  to  Painter 
Flat  Road  on  the  west;  and  on  the  north,  the  south  township  line  of 
T.35N.,  R.18E.,  and  a  portion  of  the  south  township  line  of  T.35N. 
R.19E.  Section  31  and  32,  then  north  for  2.5  miles  along  a  prominent 
rim  to  the  Buckhorn  Road  then  east  along  the  Buckhorn  Road  to  the 
intersection  of  the  east  boundary. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM's  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the 
minimum  standards  for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness 
study  area  means  that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been 
affected  primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of 
man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable"  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964).  In 
this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to 
support  livestock  grazing  and  access  roads  and  ways  for  construction 
and  maintenance  of  the  livestock  facilities  as  well  as  for  hunting. 

There  are  5  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  26  miles  of  ways  within 
the  WSA.  Two  roads  extend  south  from  the  northern  boundary  to 
access  private  land  in  sections  5  and  8,  T.34N.,  R.19E.,  and  in 
sections  12  and  13  T.34N.  R.18E.  A  2  mile  road  extends  north  to  the 
Norton  Place  from  the  southeastern  boundary.  Four  ways  extend  up  to 
3  miles  into  the  WSA  from  the  north  central  portion  of  the  WSA.  One 
way  extends  2\  miles  north  to  Antelope  Spring  from  the  southern 
boundary  and  another  way  extends  li  miles  to  Painter  Creek  from  the 
Western  boundary.  Other  1  to  2  mile  ways  extend  into  the  WSA  along 
its  north,  east  and  south  boundaries. 
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Most  of  the  ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles 
during  hunting  season  and  thus  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the 
sagebrush.  This  makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the 
naturalness.  However,  the  level  of  use,  although  relatively  low, 
has  been  consistent.  Therefore,  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in 
their  present  condition  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural 
state.  The  cherrystem  roads,  while  not  technically  within  the  WSA 
must  be  considered  with  respect  to  naturalness.  Two  of  these  roads 
penetrate  the  WSA,  south  from  the  northern  boundary  in  relatively 
open  country  where  control  of  off  road  vehicle  use  would  be 
difficult.  The  third  cherrystem  road  extends  north  3  miles  into  the 
WSA  from  the  south.  While  limited  by  its  confined  canyon  botton 
route  the  road  ends  in  an  open  area  of  private  land  surrounded  by 
open  relatively  level  public  land  easily  accessed  by  off  highway 
vehicle  use.  All  cherrystem  roads  thus  provide  access  deep  within 
the  WSA  that  afford  many  opportunities  for  unregulated  cross  country 
vehicle  travel  that  can  alter  naturalness  and  solitude. 

Range  facilities  impacting  naturalness  are:  10  reservoirs,  10 
developed  springs  and  6  miles  of  fence.  These  facilities  impact 
naturalness  in  the  areas  surrounding  them,  and  because  of  the  open 
terrain  are  more  visible  than  in  more  rugged  country.  Total  impact, 
however,  is  small. 

C.   Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Unconfined  Type  Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minimum 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primi- 
tive and  unconfined  recreation. 

1.  Solitude 

The  WSA  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  through- 
out the  majority  of  the  year.  Livestock  operator  use  of  the 
WSA  is  the  only  use  that  occurs  in  the  area  and  this  use  is 
seasonal  and  intermittent.  Fall  hunting  for  chukar  brings  an 
influx  of  hunters,  primarily  on  weekends.  In  spite  of  the 
WSA's  relatively  flat  terrain,  its  large  size,  small  rims  and 
shallow  canyons  provide  many  isolated  areas  that  offer  out- 
standing opportunities  for  solitude.  Juniper  scattered 
throughout  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA  also  adds  screening  to 
help  isolate  visitors. 

Outside  influences  are  limited  to  very  intermittent  vehicle  use 
of  boundary  roads.  Adjacent  lands  are  mostly  public  with 
livestock  grazing  the  primary  use.  Conflicts  with  wilderness 
experiences  within  the  WSA  from  oustide  uses  is  not  expected. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  type  recreation 
occur  throughout  the  WSA.    Opportunities  exist   for  hiking, 
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wildlife  observation,  wild  horse  observation,  nature  study,  and 
geologic  sightseeing  afforded  by  Hole-in-the-Ground  and  the 
south  and  east  side  canyons.  Available  water  would  require 
treatment  for  human  use. 

3.    Special  features 

Two  distinctive  features  occur  within  the  WSA.  Physical  relief 
of  the  Buffalo  Creek  Canyons  is  the  major  special  feature.  The 
canyons  form  steep  escarpments  along  the  WSA's  east  and  south 
central  segments.  Average  canyon  depth  is  500  feet.  However, 
total  relief  from  within  the  WSA  to  just  outside  the  WSA  in  the 
bottom  of  Buffalo  Creek's  North  Fork  is  over  1,000  feet  in 
places.  Hole-in-the-Ground,  a  shallow  mile  wide  volcanic 
caldera  is  the  other  distinctive  physical  feature.  The  caldera 
is  200'  deep  and  is  drained  by  the  West  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek 
which  in  that  area  is  a  small  perennial  stream.  Half  of 
Hole-in-the-Ground  is  private.  Vistas  from  within  the  WSA  east 
to  the  four  major  canyons  that  disect  the  Poodle  Mountain  area 
afford  special  scenic  interest.  No  particularly  distinctive 
biotic  or  cultural  features  occur  on  public  land  within  the 
WSA.  The  Norton  Place  (private)  contains  historic  interest 
specific  to  that  homestead  with  remains  of  irrigation  ditches, 
tunnels  flumes  and  homemade  hay  bailer. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.   Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  on  the  western  edge  of  the  arid  Great  Basin.  This 
unit  is  predominantly  composed  of  a  relatively  level  high 
upland  volcanic  plateau,  cut  on  the  east  and  south  by  the  deep 
and  rugged  canyons  of  Buffalo  Creek.  Elevations  vary  from 
4340'  to  6911'.  The  plateau  is  broken  by  numerous  small  hills, 
ridges,  and  rims.  The  West  and  Middle  Forks  of  Buffalo  Creek 
lie  completely  in  the  unit.  Only  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
North  Fork  is  within  the  unit.  However,  one  of  the  WSA's  most 
striking  features  is  the  1,000  foot  deep  portion  of  the  North 
Fork  Canyon's  western  slopes  that  end  just  outside  the  WSA.  A 
geologic  feature  of  the  central  portion  of  the  unit  is  Hole-in- 
the-Ground.  It  is  a  mile-wide,  200'  deep  circular  caldera  with 
the  West  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek  bisecting  it.  The  vegetation  in 
the  WSA  is  dominated  by  sagebrush  and  grass  with  an  even  scat- 
tering of  juniper  in  the  north  and  west.  Riparian  vegetation 
is  found  along  the  forks  of  Buffalo  Creek  and  around  springs. 
No  threatened  or  endangered  plants  occur  within  the  WSA.  There 
are  four  shallow  seasonal  lakes  in  the  WSA' a  northern  half 
ranging  in  size  from  40  to  100  acres. 
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2.   Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  the 
Great  Basin  wildlife.  The  WSA  contains  the  following  special 
wildlife  features:  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  in  the 
central  and  southern  portion;  deer  winter  range  throughout 
except  in  the  WSA's  northwestern  1/3  and  along  steep  western 
slopes  of  the  North  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek;  a  small  deer  fawning 
area  north  of  Painters  Flat;  pronghorn  year  long  range  through- 
out the  WSA;  no  specific  wintering  concentration  areas;  a  small 
pronghorn  kidding  area  north  of  Painter  Flat;  golden  eagle  and 
prarie  falcon  nesting  area  and  good  chukar  habitat. 

No  wildlife  improvement  facilities  are  located  in  the  WSA.  A 
minimum  of  three  upland  game  guzzlers  are  planned  for  future 
installation  when  suitable  sites  are  located. 


No  threatened  or  endangered  animal  species  occur  within  the 
WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  contains  B  and  C  quality  scenery  on  the  BLM  visual 
quality  rating  system.  B  quality  scenery  includes  canyons  of 
Buffalo  Creek  located  along  the  WSA's  eastern  boundary,  the 
Middle  and  West  Forks  of  Buffalo  Creek  and  the  southeastern 
extension  of  the  WSA  between  Buffalo  and  Parsnip  Wash.  Vistas 
of  large  canyons  to  the  east  of  Buffalo  Creek  add  scenic 
interest  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA.  The  canyons  varied 
landforms  in  these  areas  are  the  primary  reason  for  the  B 
quality  rating.  The  balance  of  the  WSA  is  rated  as  C  quality 
because  of  the  lack  of  distinction  in  landform,  vegetation  or 
color  throughout  the  unit. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

A  seven  percent  random  stratified  sample  inventory  was  com- 
pleted for  the  entire  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  as  part  of  the 
Cal-Neva  EIS.  In  addition,  clearances,  especially  for  range 
seeding  projects,  have  increased  the  total  area  surveyed  to 
13%.  Estimates  of  the  WSA's  archeological  resources  are  based 
on  this  information  as  well  as  limited  site  specific  surveys 
conducted  in  response  to  BLM  project  clearances  and  archeo- 
logical Research.  Any  area  with  natural  year  round  water  has 
very  high  potential  for  location  of  national  register  quality 
quarry  sites  along  all  rims.  Areas  with  known  high  archeo- 
logical potential  are  located  along  Painter  Creek,  in  the  area 
around  Antelope  Basin  and  in  Section  22  to  the  north  of 
Antelope  Basin. 


II. 


II 
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5. 


Water  Resources 


Perennial  water  is  located  on  the  east,  middle  and  southern 
segments  of  the  WSA  in  the  North,  Middle  and  South  Forks  of 
Buffalo  Creek.  Seven  seasonally  variable  springs  are  located 
along  the  walls  of  Buffalo  Creek's  North  and  South  Forks  and 
three  seasonal  springs  are  located  in  the  northern  central 
portion  of  the  WSA  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  Rowland  Mountain. 
Seven  small  dam  type  stock  reservoirs  and  three  pit  type 
reservoirs  are  located  within  the  unit.  There  is  a  need  for 
additional  water  developments  but  specific  sites  have  not  been 
identified. 


MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 


A. 


Leasable  Minerals 


The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  this  area  is  unknown.  Oil  and  gas 
leases  held  on  the  area  within  the  WSA  have  been  allowed  to  lapse  by 
the  lessees.  Leasing  appears  to  have  been  speculative.  The  WSA  is 
not  considered  valuable  for  geothermal  or  sodium. 


B. 


Locatable  Minerals 


The  WSA  has  no  history  or  visible  evidence 
respect  to  locatable  minerals. 


of  activities  with 


C.  Salable  Minerals 

There  has  been  no  known  development  of  salable  minerals  in  the  WSA. 

D.  Energy 

One  potential  utility  corridor  route  passes  along  the  southern  edge 
of  the  WSA.  A  second  alignment  passes  north  of,  and  just  outside  of 
the  WSA.  The  second  alignment  is  considered  higher  priority  of  the 
two  alignements  (Sierra  Pacific,  5-15-84).  Corridor  development  is 
in  the  preliminary  stages  and  the  feasibility  of  eventual  develop- 
ment through  the  WSA  is  unknown  at  this  time.  A  further  explanation 
of  the  corridors  is  contained  in  the  general  information  section  of 
Chapter  III. 

:.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

A.    Grazing  Use 
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B.    Range  Developments  (existing/proposed) 

Reservoirs      Springs     Wells     Fences  (miles) 
10/1  10/0        0/0       9/0 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  WSA  comprises  approximately  10%  of  Twin  Peaks  horse  use  area.  Herd 
size  recommended  in  the  Cal-Neva  MFP  is  600-850  horses  and  75-110 
burros.  Management  levels  for  the  WSA  portion  of  the  horse  use  area  has 
not  been  determined  at  this  time  but  maintenance  of  herd  size  at  manage- 
ment levels  will  require  periodic  gathering.  BLM  has  gathered  surplus 
horses  and  burros  from  this  area  since  1976  using  helicopter  gathering 
techniques,  portable  corrals  and  tractor  trailer  transport  of  gathered 
horses  from  the  trap  site.  Vehicle  access  is  required  for  transport  of 
portable  corral  panels  to  the  trap  site  and  removal  of  trapped  animals. 
Additional  trap  sites  may  be  needed  and  may  fall  within  the  WSA. 

V.  RECREATION 

Fall  hunting  is  the  only  regular  public  use  of  the  WSA.  Popular  species 
hunted  are  chukar  and  deer.  Limited  hunting  of  antelope  and  quail  also 
occurs.  Total  use  is  estimated  at  3,500  visitor  days/year.  Off  road 
vehicle  use  occurs  primarily  in  support  of  livestock  operations  and 
hunting,  and  consists  of  4  wheel  drive  use  of  existing  ways  and  cross 
country  travel.  No  rockhounding  of  any  significance  occurs  within  the 
WSA. 


ID 


VI, 


ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Livestock  grazing  and  seasonal  trapping  of  bobcat  and  coyote  is  currently 
the  only  economic  activity  in  the  WSA.  Two  livestock  operators  are 
dependent  upon  the  resources  in  the  WSA. 

One  of  the  private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  for  livestock 
grazing.  There  are  no  present  plans  to  significantly  alter  management  of 
this  private  parcel.  The  remaining  10  parcels  are  owned  by  a  former 
livestock  permittee  who  is  still  in  the  livestock  business,  but  has  had 
his  right  to  use  adjacent  public  lands  revoked  for  repeated  violation  of 
BLM  grazing  practices.  No  developed  use  of  this  owners  land  is  presently 
occurring,  however,  potential  exists  for  meadow  hay  production  on  the 
Hole-in-the-Ground  parcel  and  recreational  hunting  cabins  on  other 
parcels.  Both  inholding  land  owners  are  opposed  to  wilderness  designa- 
tion. Management  of  the  area  as  wilderness  could  be  complicated  by  these 
landowners. 

The  majority  of  comments  received  during  the  inventory  phase  supported 
wilderness  designation.  However,  the  majority  of  the  public  that 
currently  uses  the  WSA  (hunters,  livestock  operators  and  trappers),  are 
opposed  to  wilderness  designation. 
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Former  oil  and  gas  lessees  held  their  leases  for  2  years  then  allowed 
them  to  expire  without  any  exploration  or  development.  No  subsequent 
interest  has  been  shown  in  the  area. 

[.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  total  1,360  acres  in  11  parcels  owned  by  two  owners. 
Parcel  sizes  range  from  40  to  800  acres.  Two  inholdings  are  accessed  by 
existing  cherrystem  roads  across  public  land.  The  remaining  seven 
parcels  are  each  within  \   mile  of  existing  ways  within  the  WSA. 

Although  physical  access  exists  to  or  near  most  of  the  inholdings,  many 
of  the  parcel  locations  are  deep  within  the  WSA.  One  parcel  located 
centrally  within  the  WSA  is  800  acres.  Access  is  via  a  \\  mile 
cherrystem  road  to  an  adjacent  40  acre  parcel  that  makes  corner  point 
contact  with  the  800  acre  parcel.  Because  of  the  corner  point  contact, 
the  800  acre  parcel  is  considered  an  inholding  rather  than  outside  the 
WSA.  A  second  320  acre  parcel  located  on  the  end  of  a  3  mile  cherrystem 
road,  also  centrally  located  within  the  broad  upland  area  of  the  WSA,  is 
technically  outside  the  WSA  because  the  WSA  boundary  extends  around  the 
private  land  at  the  end  of  the  cherrystem  road.  However,  the  location  of 
the  parcels  within  the  WSA  has  good  potential  for  adverse  impacts  to  the 
surrounding  WSA.  The  largest  inholdings  have  potential  for  development 
of  irrigated  meadow  hay.  Hunting  cabin  development  is  also  feasible. 
Such  activities  could  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the 
experience  of  naturalness  on  adjacent  relatively  open  public  lands. 
Adverse  impacts  would  be  particularly  noticeable  to  users  of  public  lands 
in  Hole-in-the-Ground.  Other  inholdings  are  80,  120  and  520  acres  and 
are  located  along  canyons  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA.  These  parcels 
are  adjacent  or  within  1/8  mile  of  the  boundary  road.  The  largest  parcel 
extends  approximately  2  miles  into  the  WSA  along  the  North  Fork  of 
Buffalo  Creek. 

Of  the  1,360  acres  of  inholdings  in  11  parcels,  only  1  parcel  totaling  40 
acres  is  owned  by  the  livestock  permittee  who  is  licensed  to  use  the 
area.  The  remaining  10  parcels  totaling  1,320  acres  are  owned  by  a 
former  permittee  who's  right  to  graze  livestock  on  public  land  has  been 
permanently  revoked  through  court  action  due  to  repeated  failure  to  abide 
by  BLM  grazing  permits.  No  developed  uses  occur  on  this  owner's  land, 
however,  meadow  hay  production  on  the  Hole-in-the-Ground  land  is  pos- 
sible. The  owner's  property  includes  over  half  of  the  Hole-in-the-Ground 
caldera. 

LI  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

No  other  planning  efforts  exist  in  this  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

WSA  619A  is  located  approximately  55  air  miles  northeast  of  Susan- 
ville.  Two-thirds  of  the  WSA  lies  within  Washoe  County,  Nevada  and 
1/3  lies  within  Lassen  County,  California.  The  entire  unit  is 
located  within  BLM's  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  of  the  Eagle  Lake 
Resource  Area,  Susanville,  District. 

The  unit  contains  91,405  acres  of  public  land  (1,060  acres  acquired 
since  12/79  via  State  Land  Exchange)  and  1,260  acres  of  private  land 
located  in  12  parcels  varying  in  size  from  40  to  320  acres.  Surface 
owners  own  all  subsurface  mineral  rights  beneath  their  holdings. 

The  boundaries  of  this  unit  are:  On  the  west,  the  Smoke  Creek 
Reservoir  Road  and  the  Smoke  Creek  Ranch  properties;  on  the  south, 
Burro  Mountain  Road  and  an  underground  communication  cable 
right-of-way;  on  the  southeast,  the  Sand  Pass-Gerlach  Road.  The 
remaining  boundaries  are  the  Buffalo  Meadow  Road  on  the  northeast, 
and  the  Parsnip  Creek  Road,  the  Mixie  Flat  Road  and  the  Home 
Springs-Painter  Flat  Road  on  the  north.  Small  sections  of  all 
boundaries  are  composed  of  non-public  land.  One  cherrystem  road 
penetrates  the  WSA  2.5  miles  from  Mixie  Flat  west. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM's  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the 
minimum  standards  for  naturalness.  Naturalness  for  a  wilderness 
study  means  that  the  WSA  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected 
primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable. "  (Wilderness  Act  of  1964)  In  this  WSA 
the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support 
livestock  grazing,  an  access  road  and  access  ways  for  construction 
and  maintenance  of  livestock  facilities  as  well  as  for  hunting. 

The  WSA  appears  substantially  natural  throughout.  The  division 
fence  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  WSA  provides  the  most  evident 
man-made  feature  in  the  WSA.  This  feature  is  proposed  for  eventual 
removal.  Roads,  ways  and  water  developments  are  substantially 
unnoticeable  throughout  the  WSA.  Heavy  wild  horse  use  has  altered 
the  vegetation  in  some  areas.  The  WSA' s  large  size  and  highly 
broken  terrain  reduces  the  effect  of  these  features  on  the  unit  as  a 
whole.  The  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  include  four 
small  stock  reservoirs,  1  windmill/well,  23  developed  springs  and  10 
miles  of  fencing.  All  of  these  projects  were  judged  to  be  of  very 
low  profile  and  hence  of  low  impact  to  naturalness.  The  existing  10 
mile  fence  is  slated  for  eventual  removal  as  grazing  systems  have 
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changed  and  its  use  is  no  longer  needed.  A  second  3  mile  fence  is 
needed  in  the  southwestern  quarter  of  the  WSA  to  implement  allotment 
management  plans.   Construction  of  this  fence  is  scheduled  for  1985. 

There  is  one  cherrystem  road  2.5  miles  long  and  38  miles  of  ways 
within  the  WSA.  These  routes,  are  widely  spaced  and  extend  into  the 
WSA  from  all  boundaries.  Many  ways  are  located  in  drainages  and 
confined  by  the  steep  hillsides  of  the  drainages.  Most  of  the  ways 
within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during  hunting 
season  and  thus  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the  sagebrush.  This 
makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the  naturalness.  How- 
ever, the  level  of  use,  although  relatively  low,  has  been  con- 
sistent. Therefore,  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in  their  present 
condition  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  state.  The  one 
cherrystem  road,  while  not  technically  within  the  WSA  must  be 
considered  with  respect  to  naturalness.  The  road  penetrates  the  WS4 
from  the  northern  boundary  and  extends  2.5  miles  west  into  the  lov 
open  rolling  country  of  the  WSA's  northwest  quarter.  The  roads 
visibility  is  low.  However,  it  provides  access  to  open  country 
along  its  route  affording  many  opportunities  for  unregulated  cross 
country  vehicle  travel  that  can  alter  naturalness. 

C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Unconfined  Type  Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minimun 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

1.  Solitude 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  exists  throughout  most 
of  the  WSA.  The  unit's  large  size  and  numerous  canyons,  rims, 
ridges  and  peaks  provide  excellent  opportunities  to  experience 
solitude.  Adjacent  lands  are  mostly  public  or  undeveloped 
private  holdings  and  do  not  contain  outside  sights  and  sounds 
that  would  adversely  affect  wilderness  experiences  within  the 
WSA. 

Livestock  operator  use  of  the  WSA  is  the  only  long  term  use 
that  occurs  and  this  use  is  seasonal  and  intermittent.  Fall 
hunting  for  chukar  brings  an  influx  of  hunters,  primarily  or 
weekends.  However  rugged  topography  limits  much  of  the  hunter 
associated  motorized  use  to  the  outer  areas  of  the  WSA.  Lov 
open  topography  limits  opportunities  for  solitude  in  the  very 
northwestern  and  southeastern  parts  of  the  WSA. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  primitive  unconfined  type  recreation  occur 
throughout  the  WSA.  Hiking,  sightseeing,  wildlife  observation 
and  nature  study  are  the  major  activities  best  suited  to  the 
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area.  The  unit's  large  size  and  numerous  canyons,  rims,  ridges 
and  peaks  provide  excellent  opportunities  for  hiking  and 
exploration.  Available  water  is  limited  and  most  water  sources 
would  require  treatment  for  human  use. 

3.    Special  Features 

Physical  relief  is  the  primary  special  feature  within  the  WSA. 
The  numerous  mountains,  canyons  rims  and  ridges  form  a  rugged 
area  largely  unaffected  by  the  imprint  of  man.  Archaeological 
values  on  the  WSA's  southwestern  boundary  along  Smoke  Creek  add 
interest  to  that  portion  of  the  WSA.  Opportunities  for  viewing 
wildlife  are  also  good  with  deer,  antelope,  chukar  and  golden 
eagles  prevalent.  Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  and 
burros  are  good. 

).    Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  on  the  western  edge  of  the  arid  Great  Basin,  charac- 
terized by  eroded  volcanic  peaks,  ridges  and  plateaus.  The 
topography  of  this  unit  encompasses  many  landform  types.  In 
the  northwest  are  flatlands  and  low  rolling  hills  with  small 
drainages.  Al  Shinn  Creek  and  Smoke  Creek  form  canyons  with 
perennial  streams.  Toward  the  east  the  landscape  becomes  very 
rugged  with  numerous  canyons,  draws,  hills,  and  mountain 
peaks.  The  most  distinctive  features  on  the  eastern  side  are 
the  canyons  of  Willow  Creek,  Buffalo  Creek,  a  perennial  stream, 
and  Chimney  Rock  Creek.  Plant  life  is  mostly  low  sage, 
sparsely  scattered  juniper  and  grasses.  In  some  drainages, 
riparian  vegetation  such  as  willow  grow  in  meadow  areas.  No 
threatened  or  endangered  plants  occur  within  the  WSA.  Eleva- 
tions vary  from  3900'  on  the  edge  of  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert  on 
the  WSA's  southeast  side  to  6592'  on  the  highest  summit  of  Twin 
Peaks  which  dominate  the  central  portion  of  the  unit.  Other 
dominant  peaks  in  the  unit  are  Grass  Mountain,  Lone  Mountain, 
and  Chimney  Rock  Peak. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Special  wildlife  features  within  the  WSA 
include  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  in  the  central  portions 
of  the  WSA  south  of  Mixie  Flat  and  in  the  very  western  end  of 
the  WSA  on  the  benches  above  Smoke  Creek;  mule  deer  winter 
range  throughout  the  western  two  thirds  of  the  WSA  excluding 
the  area  south  of  Painter  Flat;  pronghorn  winter  range  on  the 
WSA's  lower  south  and  eastern  slopes  and  kidding  grounds  in  the 
very  western  end  of  the  WSA  on  the  benches  above  Smoke  Creek; 
golden  eagle  and  prairie  falcon  nesting  areas;  moderate  trout 
fishery  potential  in  Smoke  Creek;  good  chukar  habitat. 
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No  wildlife  facilities  presently  exist  within  the  WSA.  At 
least  five  guzzlers  are  proposed  for  construction  once  suitable 
sites  are  located.  Four  miles  of  livestock  exclosure  fencing 
are  planned  along  Smoke  Creek  between  the  WSA's  western 
boundary  and  section  8,  T.32N.,  R.17E.  to  improve  wildlife 
habitat.  Seven  miles  of  riparian  vegetation  plantings  are  also 
planned  in  Smoke  Creek  to  improve  stream  quality  in  accordance 
with  the  Smoke  Creek  Habitat  Management  Plan,  9/83.  No 
threatened  or  endangered  animal  species  occur  within  the  WSA. 

3.    Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  contains  B&C  quality  scenery  on  the  BLM  visual  quality 
rating  system.  B  quality  scenery  is  located  throughout  the 
majority  of  the  WSA.  Rugged  canyons,  rims  and  peaks  are  the 
primary  features  leading  to  this  rating.  Expansive  vistas  of 
mountain  and  canyons  scenery  outside  the  WSA  also  adds  to  the 
rating.  C  quality  scenery  is  located  along  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  WSA's  southeastern  end,  Mixie  Flat  area  and  throughout  the 
western  third  of  the  WSA  where  low  rolling  hills  and  broad 
shallow  canyons  predominate.  Special  features  of  visual 
interest  within  the  WSA  are  the  100  to  400  foot  deep  "U"  shaped 
canyons  of  Buffalo  and  Smoke  Creeks  and  the  high  peaks  -  Twin 
Peaks,  Lone  Mountain,  Grass  Mountain  and  Chimney  Rock. 


4.    Cultural  Resources 


A  seven  percent  random  stratified  sample  was  completed  for  the 
entire  Cal-Neva  Planning  Unit  as  part  of  the  Cal-Neva  EIS.  In 
addition,  clearances,  especially  for  range  seeding  projects, 
have  increased  the  total  area  surveyed  to  13%.  Estimates  of 
the  WSA's  archeological  resources  are  based  on  this  information 
as  well  as  limited  site  specific  surveys  conducted  in  response 
to  BLM  project  clearances  and  archeological  research.  Any  area 
with  natural  year  round  water  has  very  high  potential  for 
location  of  national  register  quality  sites;  moderate  potential 
exists  for  location  of  national  register  quality  quarry  sites 
along  all  rims. 

The  Smoke  Creek  National  Register  District  is  located  along  the 
southwestern  periphery  of  the  WSA  on  both  sides  of  Smoke  Creek 
from  i  to  1  mile  wide  as  well  as  1  to  2  miles  up  major  tribu- 
taries of  Smoke  Creek  draining  south  and  west  from  within  the 
WSA.  Archaeological  resources  in  the  district  include  high 
quality  petroglyph  panels,  habitation  caves  and  hunting  blinds. 


5.   Water  Resources 

Perennial  water  is  located  along  the  southwest  and  northeast 
edges  of  the  WSA  in  Smoke  Creek  and  Buffalo  Creek.  Twenty- 
three  seasonally  flowing  springs  are  scattered  throughout  the 
central  and  western  portion  of  the  WSA.   Four  small  dam  type 
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stock  reservoirs  and  four  borrow  pit  reservoirs  are  also 
located  within  this  area.  The  entire  eastern  third  of  the  WSA 
is  without  developed  water  except  for  the  borrow  pit  reservoirs 
and  1  well  located  along  the  periphery  of  the  WSA  within  1  mile 
of  the  eastern  boundary.  The  need  for  additional  livestock 
waters  has  been  identified  in  the  Cal  Neva  Grazing  EIS,  al- 
though no  specific  sites  have  yet  been  located. 


MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 


Leaseable  Minerals 


The  potential  for  oil  and  gas  in  the  WSA  is  unknown.  Past  oil  and 
gas  leases  held  on  the  area  within  the  WSA  have  been  allowed  to 
expire  by  the  lessees.  The  WSA  is  not  considered  valuable  for 
geothermal,  sodium  or  potassium. 


B. 


Locateable  Minerals 


The  WSA  has  no  history  or  visible  evidence  of  activities  with 
respect  to  locateable  minerals. 


C. 


Salable  Minerals 


There  has  been  no  known  development  of  saleable  minerals  in  the  WSA 
although  potential  but  no  demand  exists  for  sand  and  gravel  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  WSA  along  pliestocene  lake  beds. 

D.   Energy 

Two  potential  utility  corridor  routes  pass  through  the  WSA.  One 
high  priority  alignment  is  located  on  an  east-west  axis  along  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  WSA  and  a  second  lower  priority  alignment 
is  located  on  a  northwest-southeast  axis  through  the  northeastern 
end  of  the  WSA.  Corridor  development  is  in  the  preliminary  planning 
stages  and  the  feasibility  of  eventual  development  through  the  WSA 
is  unknown  at  this  time.  A  further  explanation  of  the  corridors  is 
contained  in  the  general  information  section  of  Chapter  III. 

I.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


A.    Graz 
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B.    Range  Developments  (existing/proposed) 


Affected  Environment 


Reservoirs  Springs        Fences  (miles)      Wells 

4/0  23/0  10/3  1/0 

IV.   WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  WSA  comprises  approximately  20%  of  Twin  Peaks  Horse  Use  Area.  Herd 
size  recommended  in  the  Cal-Neva  MFP  is  600-850  horses  and  75-110 
burros.  Management  levels  for  the  WSA  portion  of  the  horse  use  area  has 
not  been  determined  at  this  time  but  maintenance  of  herd  size  at  manage- 
ment levels  will  require  periodic  gathering.  BLM  has  successfully 
gathered  surplus  horses  and  burros  from  this  area  since  1976  using 
helicopter  gathering  techniques,  portable  corrals  and  tractor  trailer 
transport  of  gathered  horses  from  the  trap  site.  Vehicle  access  is 
required  for  transport  of  portable  corral  panels  to  the  trap  site  and 
removal  of  trapped  animals. 


V.    RECREATION 


Fall  hunting  is  the  only  regular  public  use  of  the  WSA.  Most  popular 
species  hunted  are  chukar,  quail  and  rabbits.  A  small  amount  of  hunting 
for  deer  and  antelope  also  occurs.  Total  use  is  estimated  at  7,200 
visitors  days/year.  Areas  of  high  hunter  use,  primarily  for  chukar, 
occur  in  a  3  to  4  mile  wide  band  along  the  east  and  south  sides  of  the 
WSA.  In  years  when  sage  grouse  hunting  is  open  in  California,  a  large 
hunter  turn  out  occurs  for  the  two  day  season.  The  western  end  of  the 
WSA  along  upper  Smoke  Creek  is  the  only  portion  of  the  WSA  within 
California  that  is  popular  for  sagegrouse  hunting.  This  area  receives 
high  hunting  use  during  this  brief  season.  Off  road  vehicle  use  occurs 
primarily  in  support  of  livestock  operations  and  hunting  and  consists  of 
4  wheel  drive  use  of  existing  ways  and  cross  country  travel.  A  very  low 
use  and  low  profile  motorcycle  trail  extends  up  Chimney  Canyon.  No 
rockhounding  of  any  significance  occurs  in  the  WSA. 

VI.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  and  seasonal  trapping  of  bobcat  and  coyote  are  cur- 
rently the  only  economic  activities  in  the  WSA.  Dependence  upon  the 
resources  in  the  WSA  is  high  for  four  livestock  operators  who  use  the 
area  and  moderate  for  the  seasonal  trappers  that  use  the  area.  The 
private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  There 
are  no  known  plans  to  significantly  alter  management  of  the  private 
inholdings.  However,  two  of  the  three  inholding  owners  are  strongly 
opposed  to  wilderness  designation.  One  owner  has  repeatedly  violated  BLM 
grazing  regulations  and  has  had  numerous  court  cases  with  BLM  over  this 
issue.  Management  of  the  area  as  wilderness  could  be  complicated  by 
these  landowners.  Also,  the  majority  of  the  public  that  currently  uses 
the  WSA  (livestock  operators,  hunters,  trappers)  are  opposed  to  wilder- 
ness designation.  The  majority  of  public  comments  received  during  the 
inventory,  however,  supported  wilderness  for  the  area. 

3-58 


Affected  Environment 


Former  oil  and  gas  lessees  held  their  leases  for  2  years  then  allowed 
them  to  expire  without  any  exploration  or  development.  No  subsequent 
interest  has  been  shown  in  the  area. 

:.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

Private  inholdings  within  the  WSA  completely  surrounded  by  public  land 
total  1,260  acres  in  12  parcels  owned  by  3  landowners.  Private  lands 
along  the  WSA's  peripheral  roaded  boundaries  total  260  acres  in  5  parcels 
owned  by  3  owners.  All  private  parcels  not  adjacent  to  boundaries  are 
within  2.5  miles  of  boundaries.  Six  of  the  12  parcels  are  accessed  by  an 
existing  road  and/or  ways  across  public  land.  Three  parcels  located  in 
Buffalo  Creek  Canyon  are  accessed  by  a  jeep  trail.  Two  of  the  three 
landowners  are  livestock  operators,  however,  only  one  operator  runs  stock 
on  public  land  within  the  WSA.  The  other  operator  has  had  all  grazing 
privileges  in  the  WSA  revoked  in  response  to  a  BLM  Civil  Suit  filed  for 
repeated  trespass. 

A  dirt  airstrip  on  public  land  is  located  in  T.31N.,  R.18E.,  Section  5 
NW^NW^.  An  underground  trans  continental  telephone  cable  forms  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  WSA.  Two  proposed  utility  corridor  routes  also 
pass  through  the  WSA  (see  Section  II  -  Minerals  and  Energy). 

I  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

The  Smoke  Creek  Habitat  Management  Plan,  9/83,  is  a  joint  wildlife 
management  plan  between  BLM  and  the  California  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game.  The  plan  calls  for  vegetation  restoration  and  livestock  exclosure 
fencing  along  Smoke  Creek  to  improve  the  Smoke  Creek  Fishery. 
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Affected  Environment 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  Wall  Canyon  WSA  contains  45,790  acres  of  contiguous  public  lands 
which  exceeds  the  minimum  established  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of 
1964.  There  are  1,100  acres  of  private  inholdings.  In  all  cases, 
surface  owners  also  have  sub-surface  rights. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standard  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  access  roads 
and  ways  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well 
as  hunting. 

The  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  include  13  reservoirs, 
11  developed  springs,  and  24  miles  of  fence.  Twelve  miles  of  the 
fence  follows  bladed  lines.  All  of  the  projects  are  judged  to  be  of 
low  profile  and  hence  of  low  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  access  ways  total  16  miles  in  length.  Most  of  the  ways  within 
the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during  hunting  season  an 
thus  are  little  more  than  narrow  tracks  through  the  sagebrush. 
Thus,  the  ways  are  of  relatively  low  impact  on  naturalness.  How- 
ever, with  the  low  use  levels  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in  their 
present  condition  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  state. 

The  human  related  impacts  are  fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the  WSA. 

C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

1.    Solitude 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  over  the 
entire  WSA.   The  boundary  roads  receive  very  light  use  and 

would  have  virtually  no  influence  on  solitude.  The  rugged 
terrain,  tall  sagebrush  and  stands  of  aspen,  mahogany,  and 
junipers  all  provide  screening  to  enhance  visitor  solitude. 
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2.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The   WSA   has   outstanding   opportunities   for   primitive  and 

unconfined  recreation  through  hiking,   horseback  riding  and 

wildlife  observation.  The  WSA  has  two  perennial  streams  and 
several  live  springs  which  would  appeal  to  visitors. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  typical  of  mid-elevation  Great  Basin  mountain 
terrains  with  abundant  canyons,  buttes,  rims,  as  well  as  upland 
benches  and  wide  valley  floors.  Elevations  within  the  WSA 
range  from  5300  to  7340  feet. 

Vegetation  within  the  WSA  is  a  diverse  mixture  reflecting  the 
irregular  topography  and  wide  elevation  range.  The  major 
vegetative  community  is  the  upland  big  sage/bitterbrush  type  on 
the  mountain  slopes.  Upland  benches  and  terraces  are  dominated 
by  low  sagebrush,  while  the  aspen,  mountain  mahogany,  meadow 
and  riparian  sites  occupy  very  little  acreage.  The  diversity 
of  the  sites  adds  significantly  to  the  vegetative  make  up  of 
the  WSA. 

There  are  no  endangered,  threatened  or  sensitive  plant  species 
known  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

2.  Visual  Resources 

The  diverse  topography  and  vegetation  combined  with  open  vistas 
within  the  WSA  provide  good  quality  scenery  typical  of  north- 
western Nevada. 

3.  Wildlife 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross-section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  mule  deer, 
red-tailed  hawk,  golden  eagle,  sage  grouse,  praire  falcon, 
western  meadowlark,  and  Brewer's  sparrow.  The  northern  third 
and  western  portions  have  high  deer,  antelope  and  sagegrouse 
values. 

The  primary  distinguishing  feature  of  the  WSA  with  respect  to 
wildlife  is  the  sage  grouse.  The  WSA  contains  several  large 
strutting  grounds.  The  northern  half  of  the  WSA  and  the  areas 
around  the  Nolan  Ranch  in  the  southern  half  provide  summer/fall 
cover  and  food  for  sage  grouse.  This  leads  to  very  significant 
hunter  use  during  sage  grouse  season.  The  northern  half  of  the 
WSA  has  the  third  highest  density  of  hunters  in  northwestern 
Nevada  during  the  season. 
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No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  animal  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

4.    Cultural  Resources 

The  drainage-dissected  slopes  and  ridges  support  high  archae- 
ological values  due  to  the  presence  of  water  and  topographic 
diversity.  Several  square  miles  of  the  region  have  been 
surveyed,  revealing  a  highly  complex  settlement  pattern: 
temporary  camps  and  hunting  related  lithic  scatters  on  the 
benches  and  slopes  above  drainages,  rim-edge  chipping  stations, 
many  re-occupied  camps  along  major  drainages,  temporary  camp- 
sites at  stream  confluences,  canyon  rockshelters ,  and  massive 
obsidian  sources.  Several  districts  of  potential  National 
Register  Quality  have  been  identified. 

I.  GEOLOGY /MINERALS 

The  BLM  minerals  investigations,  which  included  consultations  with 
industry,  did  not  identify  any  significant  potential  for  mineral 
development.  There  are  no  mineral  leases  in  this  WSA.  Portions  of  four 
oil  and  gas  leases  were  within  the  WSA  but  have  been  dropped.  Those 
portions  within  the  WSA  will  not  be  offered  for  lease  again.  The  WSA  is 
considered  to  have  no  potential  for  oil  and  gas  (Sandberg,  1983).  One 
block  of  mining  claims  has  recently  been  filed  on  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  areas  in  this  WSA. 

II.  WATER  RESOURCES 

There  are  portions  of  two  perennial  creeks  within  the  WSA.  Wall  Canyon 
Creek  rises  from  Big  Spring  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  WSA. 
There  are  valid  water  rights  on  Big  Spring  for  irrigation  purposes. 
Badger  or  Mountain  View  Creek  rises  from  springs  in  Mountain  View  Canyon 
and  is  supplemented  by  water  from  springs  in  Indian  Valley.  There  are 
three  small  lakebeds  and  13  small  stock  reservoirs.  Additionally,  the 
WSA  contains  15  to  20  springs  of  which  11  are  developed  for  livestock 
water. 

/.   LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Portions  of  three  grazing  allotments  fall  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
WSA.  The  Home  Camp  Allotment  portion  comprises  approximately  15%  of  the 
allotment,  the  Duck  Lake  portion  comprises  approximately  20%  of  the 
allotment  and  the  Wall  Canyon  portion  comprises  approximately  30%  of  the 
allotment.  All  three  allotments  are  used  spring,  summer  and  into  fall  by 
cattle.  Existing  management  facilities  were  discussed  under  Natural- 
ness. Future  projects  are  limited  to  several  prescribed  burns  to  be 
conducted  under  interim  management.  Existing  projects  are  in  good  repair 
and  continue  to  be  maintained. 
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Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazin 
management.  Existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  sal 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage  and  projects.  Reser 
voirs  are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

V.  RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  moderate  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (estimated  500  t< 
1000  visitor  use  days).  This  use  is  almost  exclusively  made  wit' 
motorized  vehicles  during  the  hunting  seasons  for  deer,  sage  grouse,  am 
antelope.  Use  levels  are,  in  part,  regulated  by  hunting  quotas  am 
season  lengths  for  big  game  and  sage  grouse  respectively.  The  northen 
half  of  the  WSA  receives  the  bulk  of  the  use  because  the  best  wildlife 
habitat  is  there.  Much  of  the  use  occurs  on  the  private  inholdings  dm 
to  the  presence  of  large  springs  and  meadows. 

In  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA,  the  Nolan  Ranch  meadow  attracts  sagt 
grouse  hunters.   A  portion  of  the  meadow  is  within  the  WSA. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  is  currently  the  only  direct  economic  activity  withii 
the  WSA.  Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,  the  expectet 
probability  of  development  is  currently  rated  as  low. 

VII.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

There  are  1,100  acres  of  private  inholdings  within  the  WSA.  These  occui 
as  14  parcels  ranging  in  size  from  40  acres  to  320  acres.  All  parcels 
except  one  occur  in  the  northern  half  of  the  WSA.  The  private  inholdings 
are  currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  There  are  no  known  plans  tc 
significantly  alter  management  of  the  private  inholdings. 

VIII  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  LAND  USE  PLANS 

There  are  no  state  or  local  plans  which  would  relate  to  the  wilderness 
issue  for  this  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  contains  52,143  acres  of  contiguous 
public  lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum  standard.  There 
are  360  acres  of  private  inholdings  in  two  parcels  at  either  end  of 
Little  High  Rock  Canyon.  Surface  owners  also  control  mineral  rights 
in  all  cases. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing,  and  ways  used 
for  sheepherding  activities,  allotment  inspection,  as  well  as  by 
hunters  and  sightseers. 

The  existing  facilities  include  14  reservoirs,  19  miles  of  fence, 
seven  developed  springs  and  a  2,500  acre  herbicide  spray  area.  Most 
of  the  projects  are  of  low  impact  to  naturalness  due  to  small  size 
and  low  concentrations.  The  spray  release  area  on  the  western 
boundary  is  highly  visible  for  miles  and  does  degrade  naturalness  in 
some  people's  eyes. 

The  ways  total  approximately  35  miles  in  length.  The  ways  are  used 
by  sheepherders ,  hunters,  trappers,  cattlemen,  sightseers  and 
management  personnel.  The  ways  receive  light  use  by  light  trucks  on 
an  irregular  but  continuing  basis.  The  ways  are  of  generally  low 
impact  to  naturalness.  The  passage  of  vehicles  maintains  the  ways 
in  existing  condition. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the 
WSA.  Little  High  Rock  Canyon,  McConnell  Canyon  and  the  ridges 
between  the  two  canyons  have  no  project  work  and  only  short  lengths 
of  ways  (1.5  miles  total).  The  area  north  of  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon  contains  a  number  of  very  small  reservoirs  and  approximately 
13  miles  of  ways.  The  remainder  of  the  projects  and  ways  are 
concentrated  in  the  western  half  of  the  WSA.  This  western  portion 
of  the  WSA  is  substantially  less  natural  in  character  than  the 
remainder  of  the  WSA. 

C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  both  outstanding 
opportunities  both  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 
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1.  Solitude 

Most  of  the  area  would  offer  visitors  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  experience  solitude.  The  numerous  drainages,  canyons,  moun- 
tain peaks  and  rocky  bluffs  provide  numerous  obstacles  that 
would  force  visitors  to  disperse,  thus  increasing  the  likeli- 
hood of  staying  removed  from  other  visitors  and  secondly,  they 
provide  numerous  places  where  one  could  "hole-up"  and  not  have 
contact  with  another  person.  The  opportunities  for  solitude 
should  be  considered  excellent  in  and  about  such  topographic 
features.  A  number  of  flats  exist  between  the  above  mentioned 
topographic  features  that  a1 low  some  long  range  viewshed  where 
a  visitor  might  visually  observe  other  visitors  to  the  area, 
however,  the  individual  would  not  be  in  view  for  any  period  of 
time  and  his  presence  would  quickly  be  absorbed  in  the  nearly 
broken  natural  features. 

The  northern,  eastern,  and  southern  boundary  roads  receive 
infrequent  use  and  therefore  do  not  influence  solitude.  A 
portion  of  the  western  boundary  is  formed  by  Nevada  Highway  34 
which  receives  regular  low  frequency  use  by  vehicles.  The 
graveled  surface  creates  dust  trails  from  the  passage  of  each 
vehicle,  which  may  hang  in  the  air  for  as  long  as  15  minutes. 
This  reduces  solitude  in  the  vicinity  of  the  highway. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and  uncon- 
fined recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation  available 
are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for  sightseeing,  hunting,  or 
rockhounding. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.   Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  is  made  up  of  two  distinctive  topographic  types.  The 
canyons  and  butte  country  consists  of  deep  canyons  and  steep 
upland  plateaus  bounded  almost  continuously  by  rimrock  and 
talus.  The  ridges  and  benches  are  relatively  flat  to  gently 
rolling  areas  where  rims  are  absent  or  intermittant  along 
ridges  or  drainages.   Elevations  range  from  4,900  to  6,900  feet. 

The  predominant  vegetative  type  within  the  WSA  is  the  low 
sagebrush  community,  with  low  growing  shrubs,  grasses  and  forbs. 

The  Mahogany  Mountain  area  is  the  only  portion  of  the  WSA  with 
significant  big  sage  stands  as  well  as  bitterbrush  and  scat- 
tered mahogany  thickets.  The  canyons  have  willow-riparian 
communities  along  the  stream  courses. 
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No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  red-tailed  hawk, 
praire  falcon,  golden  eagle,  western  meadowlark,  and  Brewer's 
sparrow.  Wildlife  densities  are  relatively  low  over  much  of 
the  WSA  due  to  a  lack  of  year  round  water.  The  canyons  have 
high  densities  of  raptors  due  to  the  presence  of  good  nesting 
sites.  The  northern  half  of  the  WSA  supports  400  to  500 
wintering  antelope.  The  southern  half  is  used  by  summering 
sagegrouse  and  antelope. 

A  Wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  has  been  prepared  for 
approximately  half  the  WSA.  The  Plan  proposes  reintroduction 
of  bighorn  sheep  into  the  Little  High  Rock  area.  It  is 
expected  that  bighorn  would  thrive  in  the  canyon.  There  are 
two  proposed  chukar  guzzlers  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
WSA. 

Chukar  hunters  and  a  few  fur  trappers  use  the  canyons  exten- 
sively during  fall  and  early  winter.  Where  terrain  permits 
vehicles  are  used  and  there  is  some  cross  country  travel  with 
ATVs  (All  Terrain  Vehicles). 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  animal  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  canyons  have  significant  scenic  values  (Class  "A"  -  BLM 
Visual  Resource  Inventory)  based  upon  the  topographic,  vege- 
tational,  and  color  diversity.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  does 
not  have  significant  scenic  values  (Class  "C")  due  to  a  lack  of 
quality  scenic  features. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

The  canyons  are  characterized  by  extremely  rugged  terrain, 
occasionally  arrested  by  open  flats  and  broad  benches.  Pre- 
historic occupation  was  most  likely  confined  to  saddles, 
springheads,  canyon  bottoms,  caves  and  rockshelters .  Within 
the  WSA,  only  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  has  been  subjected  to 
intensive  inventory.  The  Canyon  is  exceptionally  rich  in 
cultural  resources,  and  a  National  Register  District  has  been 
proposed.  A  historic  event  of  great  local  and  regional  sig- 
nificance occurred  within  the  WSA  in  1911.  Four  local  stockmen 
in  search  of  missing  livestock,  were  massacred  in  Little  High 
Rock  Canyon  by  a  family  group  of  Bannock  Indians  led  by  Mike 
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Dagget.  The  killing  and  ensuing  events  became  national  news. 
The  episode  reflects  on  a  period  of  cultural  change,  which  is 
also  documented  in  the  archaeological  record. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is  characterized  by  large  prehistoric 
quarry  sites  and  lithic  scatters.  Major  occupation  sites  are 
found  at  spring  sources,  and  several  open  occupation  sites  are 
known  to  occur  in  association  with  other  water  sources.  Pre- 
historically  occupied  caves  and  rockshelters  are  anticipated  in 
the  steep  canyon  areas. 


5.  ACEC 

Little  High  Rock  Canyon  is  part  of  the  designated  High  Rock 
ACEC  (Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern).  The  High  Rock 
ACEC  is  designed  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife  values,  while 
preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area. 

6.  Water  Resources 

The  WSA  contains  two  perennial  streams  in  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon  and  McConnell  Canyon.  Both  are  spring  fed  and  flow 
intermittantly  within  the  canyons.  The  WSA  also  contains 
several  additional  dependable  springs  and  a  number  of  wet 
weather  springs,  most  of  which  have  been  excavated  to  form  a 
circular  pit  reservoir  for  livestock.  There  is  an  identified 
need  for  additional  water  sources  for  livestock,  wildlife,  and 
wild  horses  north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon.  No  specific 
sites  have  been  identified,  but  it  is  expected  that  three  to 
five  new  reservoirs  would  be  needed. 

7.  Adjacent  Wilderness 

The  WSA  is  adjacent  to  three  other  WSA's.  The  Docking  Corral/ 
High  Rock  Lake  Road  on  the  north  separates  the  WSA  from  the 
Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA's  and  the  High  Rock 
Lake  Road  on  the  east  separates  the  WSA  from  the  High  Rock  Lake 
WSA. 


The  Leadville  Mining  District  lies  about  four  miles  south  of  WSA  913. 
The  District  has  produced  lead*,  silver*,  copper*,  gold  and  zinc*. 
Approximately  44  claims  by  two  companies  are  in  this  WSA  near  the 
southern  boundary  and  are  part  of  a  much  larger  block  of  at  least  780  in 
the  area.   No  exploration  drilling  has  been  conducted  within  the  WSA. 


*  Astericks  (*)  throughout  the  text  indicate  strategic  and  critical  minerals, 
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Appendix  3  shows  the  Classification  and  Level  of  Confidence  Scheme  that 
will  be  used  to  rank  metallic  mineral  potential  within  the  High  Rock 
WSA's  (913,  913A,  913B  and  914).  A  summary  value  is  assigned  to  each 
WSA.  Significant  values  above  average  from  stream  sediments  are 
indicated  on  Map  3-21.  All  rankings  for  mineral  potential  are  based  on 
the  Barringer  Report  (1982).  This  report  does  not  provide  data  which 
will  allow  the  assignnemt  of  economic  significance  to  the  individual 
above  background  areas,  nor  will  it  indicate  whether  or  not  a  mine  could 
be  developed.  However,  the  results  do  provide  information  on  where 
mineralization  may  logically  be  expected  to  occur. 

A.  Locatable  Mineral  Potential 

The  Barringer  Report  indicates  a  low  favorability  (2B)  for  accumula- 
tion of  mineral  resources. 

The  Barringer  Resources  Report  indicates  the  following  values  sig- 
nificantly above  average  in  stream  sediments: 

Tungsten* 

Zinc* 

Molybdenum* 

Mercury* 

Barium 

A  portion  of  the  Cottonwood  Basin  is  considered  favorable  for 
uranium  deposits  in  volcaniclastic  sediments. 

B.  Salable  Mineral  Potential 

There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA. 

C.  Leasable  Mineral  Potential 

1.  Geothermal 

About  1,640  acres  of  the  southeastern  portion  of  this  WSA  is 
considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 

2.  Oil  and  Gas 

There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing 
of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA.  A  recent  report  by  Sandberg  (1983) 
concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  zero  petroleum 
potential  because  it  contains  no  surviving  hydrocarbons  in 
petroleum  or  reservoir  rocks  due  to  the  high  geothermal 
temperatures  to  which  they  were  subjected.  Portions  of  one 
lease  covers  about  200  acres.  Seven  other  leases  have  been 
dropped.  There  has  been  no  exploratory  drilling  for  any 
leasable  mineral  in  this  WSA. 
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The  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan  has  directed  that  Little  High 
Rock  Canyon  and  the  benches  and  ridges  north  of  that  canyon  be 
withdrawn  from  mineral  entry.  This  would  affect  approximately 
one-third  of  the  WSA.  This  withdrawal  was  directed  due  to  the  high 
cultural,  wildlife,  scenic  and  recreational  values  in  the  High  Rock 
area. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  WSA  provides  livestock  forage  for  portions  of  four  allotments.  The 
Bare  Allotment  portion  comprises  approximately  10%  of  the  allotment  and 
contains  four  reservoirs,  two  spring  developments  and  eight  miles  of 
fencing.  There  is  one  mile  of  fence  proposed  within  the  allotment.  The 
Denio  Allotment  portion  comprises  approximately  25%  of  the  allotment  and 
contains  three  reservoirs,  one  spring  development,  eight  miles  of  fence 
and  a  5,500  acre  spray  area.  There  is  one  mile  of  new  fence  proposed 
within  the  allotment.  The  Leadville  Allotment  portion  comprises  approx- 
imately 20%  of  the  allotment  and  contains  one  reservoir,  two  spring 
developments  and  five  miles  of  fence.  There  is  a  proposed  700  acre 
seeding  within  the  allotment.  The  Massacre  Mountain  portion  comprises 
approximately  15%  of  the  allotment  and  contains  eight  reservoirs  and  two 
spring  developments.  There  is  a  projected  need  for  three  to  five 
additional  reservoirs  within  the  allotment.  Seasons  of  use  for  the 
allotments  is  April  through  October  for  cattle.  An  important  value  of 
the  WSA  for  livestock  grazing  is  the  spring  lambing  use  by  two  bands  of 
sheep  in  the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  This  use  is  accompanied  by 
herders  with  temporary  camps,  camp  tenders  and  trappers.  The  sheep  use 
is  supported  by  eight  to  ten  vehicle  trips  per  week.  This  use  is  made 
primarily  during  April  with  a  limited  amount  of  use  made  in  the  late  fall 
as  the  sheep  move  to  the  winter  range.  Existing  BLM  projects  are  in  good 
repair  and  continue  to  be  maintained.  jfn 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.  Use  for  sheep  operations  were  discussed  above.  For  cattle 
permittees,  existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage,  and  projects.  Res- 
ervoirs are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES 

There  are  no  wild  horses  within  the  Denio  portion  of  the  WSA.  The 
Massacre  Mountain  portion  of  the  WSA  is  used  by  the  Little  High  Rock 
herd.  The  herd  uses  the  area  north  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  year 
round.  Current  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  65  animals.  The  Bare  Allot- 
ment portion  of  the  WSA  is  used  by  the  Hog  Mountain  herd  primarily  during 
the  winter,  when  the  horses  drop  into  Little  High  Rock  Canyon.  Current 
herd  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  40  head  with  a  year  round  range  which 
extends  well  beyond  the  WSA.  The  Leadville  Allotment  portion  of  the  WSA 
is  used  by  a  portion  of  the  Calico  Mountain  herd.  The  herd  extends  well 
beyond  the  WSA,  with  current  WSA  use  levels  unknown. 

There  are  no  wild  horse  management  facilities  within  the  WSA. 
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RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  moderate  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (estimated  500  to 
1,000  visitor  use  days).  This  use  is  well  spread  across  the  WSA.  Much 
of  the  use  is  vehicular  in  nature  primarily  associated  with  hunting  and 
trapping  activities.  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  is  the  exception  to  the 
general  pattern.  The  Canyon  receives  hiking  use  by  hunters,  trappers, 
and  sightseers  on  a  low  frequency  but  regular  basis. 

The  lack  of  topographical  and  vegetational  barriers  over  much  of  the 
western  half  and  in  the  northeast  allows  vehicles  to  travel  cross  country 
almost  at  will.  This  occurs  when  hunters  wish  to  avoid  walking  long 
distance's.   The  canyon  areas  cannot  be  traversed  in  a  vehicle. 


I.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,   they  could  not  be 

developed  on  a  third  of  the  WSA  due  to  a  land  use  plan  decision,  and  on 

the  remainder  of  the  WSA,  the  expected  probability  of  development  is 
presently  rated  low. 

II.  LANDS 

One  private  parcel  within  the  WSA  (40  acres)  and  one  parcel  adjacent  to 
the  WSA  (80  acres)  have  been  identified  for  acquition  whenever  possible 
under  a  MFP  decision.  An  additional  parcel  of  320  acres  lies  at  the  west 
end  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon.  All  parcels  are  currently  managed  for 
grazing  use  by  cattle. 

Ill  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

The  High  Rock  Habitat  Management  Plan  is  a  joint  wildlife  management  plan 
between  BLM  and  the  Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife.  The  plan  calls  for 
reintroduction  of  bighorn  sheep  as  well  as  water  developement  projects  in 
the  High  Rock  area.  Several  small  game  watering  sites  are  proposed  on 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  contains  13,050  acres  of  contiguous 
public  lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum  standard.  There 
are  no  private  surface  or  sub-surface  lands. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing,  and  ways  used 
for  sheepherding  activities,  allotment  inspection,  as  well  as  by 
hunters  and  sightseers. 

The  existing  facilities  are  limited  to  12  reservoirs  and  10  miles  of 
bladed  fenceline.  The  reservoirs  are  of  very  low  impact  to  natural- 
ness. The  fences  provide  a  localized  impact  to  naturalness  as  the 
fencelines  are  linear  scars  on  the  open  slopes  and  benches. 

The  ways  total  two  miles  in  length.  The  ways  are  primarily  used  by 
sheepherders  and  trappers  during  fall,  winter  and  spring.  The  ways 
receive  only  light  use  by  light  trucks  and  thus  are  narrow  tracks 
through  the  sagebrush.  The  ways  are  of  low  impact  to  the  natural 
character  of  the  WSA.  The  ways  are  maintained  by  the  passage  of 
vehicles  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the 
WSA.  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  the  ridge  south  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
are  essentially  free  of  impacts  to  naturalness  with  one  small  reser- 
voir under  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  Rim  and  a  fence-line  cutting 
across  the  ridge.  The  remainder  of  the  ways,  reservoirs,  and  fences 
occur  in  relative  close  proximity  of  the  boundaries  of  the  WSA  but 
are  scattered  around  the  entire  perimeter. 

C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  both  outstanding 
opportunities  both  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

1.    Solitude 

The  numerous  intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,   combined 
with  the  undulating  ridges  provide  outstanding  opportunities 
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for  isolation  in  the  central  and  southern  portions  of  the 
Unit.  The  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  drainage  and  its  tributaries  also 
provide  excellent  opportunities  for  remoteness,  but  the  land- 
scape north  of  this  drainage  does  not  retain  the  topographic  or 
vegetative  screening  that  is  required  for  outstanding  solitude. 


„ 


The  boundary  roads  receive  very  infrequent  use  and  thereto 
would  not  influence  solitude. 

2.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation 
available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for  sightseeing, 
hunting,  or  rockhounding. 


D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.   Topography  and  Vegetation 


ru* 


The  WSA  consists  of  three  distinctive  topographic  types.  The 
northern  third  and  most  of  the  boundary  area  in  the  southern 
half  is  open  benches  and  slopes.  The  southern  ridgeline  is  a 
rounded  ridge  cut  by  numerous  small  drainages  which  have 
intermittant  small  rims  along  the  edges.  The  central  portion 
of  the  WSA  is  a  large  deep  canyon  continuously  bounded  by  tall 
rims. 

The  vegetation  is  dominated  by  low  sagebrush  communities.  The 
only  significant  exception  is  in  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  where  north 
facing  slopes  are  dominated  by  big  sagebrush/bunch  grass  sites 
and  along  the  canyon  bottom  where  dry  meadow  sites  are  found. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

2.  Visual  Resources 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon  has  significant  scenic  values  (Class  "A"  - 
BLM  Visual  Resurce  Inventory)  based  upon  the  topographic, 
vegetational,  and  color  diversity  within  the  Canyon.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  does  not  have  significant  scenic  values 
(Class  "C")  due  to  a  lack  of  scenic  features. 

3.  Cultural  Resources 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon  has  extensively  used  chert  sources,  caves, 
and  rock-shelters  with  well-developed  cultural  deposits.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  contains  base  camps  at  springs,  and  large 
lithic  scatters  on  the  flats  and  slopes  of  this  Sub-Area. 
Camps  are  expected  at  the  drainage  confluences  and  caves  and 
rockshelters  in  the  steep  canyons  should  contain  deposits. 
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Approximately  half  the  WSA  is  currently  being  managed  under  a 
Cultural  Resource  Management  Plan  (CRMP)  designed  to  protect 
and  interpret  cultural  values  of  the  High  Rock  area. 


4.  Wildlife 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  red-tailed  hawk, 
praire  falcon,  golden  eagle,  western  meadowlark,  and  Brewer's 
sparrow.  Wildlife  densities  are  low  due  to  lack  of  dependable 
water  sources  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  commonly  supports  more 
than  400  antelope  during  the  winter  months. 

A  Wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  has  been  prepared  for 
approximately  half  the  WSA.  The  Plan  proposes  reintroduction 
of  bighorn  sheep  into  the  High  Rock  area.  It  is  expected  that 
bighorn  rams  would  occasionally  use  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
rims. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  or  animal  species 
have  been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

5.  Adjacent  Wilderness 

The  WSA  is  adjacent  to  two  other  WSA's.  Frank's  Road  on  the 
north  and  east  separates  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  from  the 
High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (33,300  acres).  The  Docking  Corral/High 
Rock  Lake  Road  on  the  south  separates  the  WSA  from  the  Little 
High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (52,143  acres). 

MINERALS 

It  is  probable  that  one  or  two  mining  claims  out  of  a  block  of  28  lie 
within  the  WSA  near  the  northwestern  boundary.  No  exploration  drilling 
has  been  conducted  within  the  WSA. 

Appendix  3  shows  the  Classification  and  Level  of  Confidence  Scheme  that 
will  be  used  to  rank  metallic  mineral  potential  within  the  High  Rock 
WSAs.  A  summary  value  is  assigned  to  each  WSA.  Moderate  to  high  above 
background  values  from  stream  sediments  are  indicated  on  Map  3-24.  All 
rankings  for  mineral  potential  are  based  on  the  Barringer  Report  (1982) 
findings.  This  report  does  not  provide  data  which  will  allow  the 
assignnemt  of  economic  significance  to  the  individual  above  background 
areas,  nor  will  it  indicate  whether  or  not  a  mine  could  be  developed. 
However,  the  results  do  provide  information  on  where  mineralization  may 
logically  be  expected  to  occur. 

A.   Locatable  Mineral  Potential 

The   Barringer   Report   indicates   a   low   favorability   (2B)   for 
accumulation  of  mineral  resources. 
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The  Barringer  Report,  indicates  the  following  values  significantly 
above  average  in  stream  sediments: 

Zinc* 
Molybdenum* 

B.  Salable  Mineral  Potential 

There  are  no  sand  or  gravel  use  areas  in  this  WSA. 

C.  Leasable  Mineral  Potential 

1.  Geothermal 
None  of  the  WSA  is  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 

2.  Oil  and  Gas 

There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing 
of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA. 

A  recent  report  by  Sandberg  (1983)  concluded  that  this  WSA  is 
considered  to  have  zero  petroleum  potential  because  of  the  high 
geothermal  temperatures  to  which  they  were  subjected.  Portions 
of  one  lease  was  within  the  WSA  but  has  been  dropped.  There 
have  been  no  other  leases  in  the  WSA.  There  has  been  no 
exploratory  drilling  for  any  leasable  mineral  in  this  WSA. 

The  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan  has  directed  that  those  portions 
south  of  the  north  rim  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  east  of  the 
fenceline  between  the  Home  Camp/Massacre  Planning  Unit  boundary  be 
withdrawn  from  mineral  entry.  This  would  affect  approximately  half 
the  WSA.  This  withdrawal  was  directed  due  to  the  high  cultural, 
wildlife,  scenic  and  recreational  values  in  the  High  Rock  area. 

III.  WATER  RESOURCES 

The  WSA  contains  no  perennial  water  sources.  Several  wet  weather  springs 
occur  in  and  near  Yellow  Rock  Canyon.  These  have  been  excavated  to  form 
a  circular  pit  reservoir  for  livestock.  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  has  inter- 
mittant  flows  during  spring  runoff.  There  is  an  identified  need  for 
additional  water  sources  for  livestock,  wildlife,  and  wild  horses.  No 
specific  sites  have  been  identified,  but  it  is  expected  that  two  to  five 
new  reservoirs  would  be  needed. 

IV.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  WSA  provides  livestock  forage  for  small  portions  in  three  allot- 
ments.  The  Home  Camp  Allotment  portion  comprises  approximately  1%  of  the 

*  Astericks  (*)  indicate  strategic  and  critical  minerals. 
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Home  Camp  Allotment  and  contains  one  reservoir.  The  Denio  Allotment 
portion  comprises  approximately  5%  of  the  Denio  Allotment  and  also 
contains  one  reservoir.  The  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment  portion  com- 
prises approximately  4%  of  the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  Seasons  of 
use  for  the  allotments  is  April  through  October  for  cattle.  An  important 
value  of  the  WSA  to  livestock  grazing  is  the  spring  lambing  use  by  two 
bands  of  sheep  in  the  Massacre  Mountain  Al'otment.  This  use  is  accompa- 
nied by  herders  with  temporary  camps,  ceiap  tenders  and  trappers.  The 
sheep  use  is  supported  by  three  to  four  vehicle  trips  per  week.  This  use 
is  made  primarily  during  April  with  a  limited  amount  of  use  made  in  the 
late  fall  as  the  sheep  move  to  the  winter  range.  Existing  management 
facilities  were  discussed  under  Naturalness.  Proposed  water  projects 
were  discussed  under  Water  Resources.  Existing  BLM  projects  are  in  good 
repair  and  continue  to  be  maintained. 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.  Use  for  sheep  operations  were  discussed  above.  For  cattle 
permittees,  existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage,  and  projects.  Reser- 
voirs are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

WILD  HORSES 

There  are  no  wild  horses  within  the  Denio  or  Home  Camp  Allotment  portions 
of  the  WSA.  The  Massacre  Mountain  portion  of  the  WSA  is  used  by  the 
western  bands  of  the  High  Rock  herd.  The  range  of  this  herd  extends  well 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  WSA,  therefore  horse  numbers  within  the  WSA 
may  range  from  0  to  50  at  any  given  time. 

There  are  no  wild  horse  management  facilities  within  the  WSA. 

.   RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  low  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (estimated  less  than 
500  visitor  use  days).  This  use  is  predominantly  made  with  motorized 
vehicles.  The  only  place  where  non-vehicular  use  is  made  is  in  Yellow 
Rock  Canyon  where  visitors  must  walk  or  ride  horseback  to  see  all  of  the 
Canyon.  The  ways  extend  short  distances  from  the  boundary.  Most  use  is 
concentrated  near  the  boundaries.  The  recreational  use  is  probably 
evenly  divided  between  hunters  and  sightseers. 

The  lack  of  topographical  and  vegetational  barriers  along  the  boundaries 
and  north  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  allow  vehicles  to  travel  cross  country 
almost  at  will.  This  occurs  when  hunters  or  sheepherders  wish  to  avoid 
walking  long  distances.  The  Canyon  and  the  ridge  south  of  the  Canyon 
cannot  be  easily  traversed  cross  country. 

[.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,  they  could  not  be 
developed  on  half  the  WSA  due  to  a  land  use  plan  decision,  and  on  the 
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other  half  of  the  WSA,  the  expected  probability  of  development  is 
presently  rated  low. 

VIII  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

The  High  Rock  Habitat  Management  Plan  is  a  joint  wildlife  management  plan 
between  BLM  and  the  Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife.  The  plan  calls  for 
reintroduction  of  bighorn  sheep  as  well  as  water  development  projects  in 
the  High  Rock  area.   No  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  contains  33,300  acres  of  contiguous  public 
lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum  standard.  There  are  no 
private  surface  inholdings.  There  are  an  additional  1,000  acres  of 
public  surface/private  sub-surface  scattered  in  small  parcels  along 
the  eastern  boundary,  outside  the  WSA. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing,  and  ways  used 
for  sheepherding  activities,  allotment  inspection,  as  well  as  by 
hunters,  trappers,  and  sightseers. 

The  existing  facilities  include  seven  reservoirs,  three  miles  of 
fence,  one  windmill  and  one  spring  development.  The  facilities  are 
of  low  impact  to  naturalness  due  to  the  small  acreage  involved  in 
each  project. 

The  ways  total  22  miles  in  length.  The  ways  are  primarily  used  by 
sheepherders  and  trappers  during  fall,  winter  and  spring.  The  way 
receives  only  light  use  by  light  trucks  and  thus  are  narrow  tracks 
through  the  sagebrush.  The  ways  are  of  low  impact  to  the  natural 
character  of  the  WSA.  The  ways  are  maintained  by  the  passage  of 
vehicles. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the 
WSA.  The  uplands  contain  all  the  projects  and  20  miles  of  ways, 
while  the  canyon  area  has  only  two  ways  each  approximately  one  mile 
long. 

C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  both  outstanding 
opportunities  both  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

1.    Solitude 

The  numerous  intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,  combined 
with  the  undulating  ridges  provide  outstanding  occasions  for 
isolation  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Unit.  The  High  Rock 
Canyon  drainage  and  its   tributaries  also  provide  excellent 
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opportunities  for  remoteness,  but  the  landscape  west  of  this 
drainage  does  not  retain  the  topographic  or  vegetative 
screening  that  is  required  for  outstanding  solitude. 

The  eastern  boundary  road  in  High  Rock  Canyon  receives  high 
levels  of  vehicle  use  (in  excess  of  1,000  vehicles  per  year). 
Here  solitude  is  reduced  in  a  narrow  band  adjacent  to  the 
road.  The  other  boundary  roads  receive  such  irregular  levels 
of  use  that  solitude  is  not .affected. 

2.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation 
available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for  sightseeing, 
hunting,  or  rockhounding. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.  Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  consist  of  two  distinctive  topographic  types.  The 
uplands  in  the  north  and  west  are  open  benches  and  slopes.  The 
canyons  are  deep  gorges  bounded  by  fairly  continuous  rims. 
Elevations  range  from  approximately  4,900  to  5,800  feet. 

The  predominant  vegetative  type  within  the  WSA  is  the  low 
sagebrush  community,  with  low  growing  shrubs,  grasses  and 
forbs.  The  canyons  contain  scattered  willow-riparian  commu- 
nities along  the  stream  courses. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  have  been 
identified  within  this  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  red-tailed  hawk, 
praire  falcon,  golden  eagle,  western  meadowlark,  and  Brewer's 
sparrow.  Wildlife  densities  are  low  due  to  lack  of  dependable 
water  sources  on  the  western  half.  The  eastern  half  contains 
high  densities  of  raptors  due  to  the  presence  of  good  nesting 
sites. 

A  Wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  has  been  prepared  for 
approximately  two-thirds  of  the  WSA.  The  Plan  proposes  rein- 
troduction  of  bighorn  sheep  into  the  High  Rock  area.  It  is 
expected  that  bighorn  rams  would  regularly  use  the  canyon  rims 
and  water  sources. 
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The  canyons  are  used  extensively  by  a  few  fur  trappers  each 
winter.  Trappers  use  existing  ways  as  well  as  travel  cross 
country  extensively  on  "All  Terrain  Vehicles"  (ATV) . 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  or  animal  species 
have  been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  canyons  have  significant  scenic  values  (Class  "A"  -  BLM 
Visual  Resource  Inventory)  based  upon  the  topographic, 
vegetational,  and  color  diversity  within  the  canyons.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  does  not  have  significant  scenic  values 
(Class  "C")  due  to  a  lack  of  scenic  features. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

Grassy,  Yellow  Rock,  Mahogany  Canyons  and  portions  of  High  Rock 
Canyon  are  known  for  their  rich  cultural  values:  numerous 
caves  and  rockshelters  with  long  occupation  histories,  and 
large  linear,  canyon-bottom  occupation  sites.  Some  historic 
cabins  are  also  documented  in  the  area.  Campsites  occur  at 
spring  heads.  The  Lassen-App legate  Trail  up  High  Rock  Canyon 
is  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  there  exists 
an  organized  effort  to  place  the  entire  region  into  National 
Monument  status. 

Intensive  occupation  sites  are  documented  for  the  northern 
uplands,  especially  in  caves  and  around  springs.  Large 
quarries  have  also  been  recorded.  Hunting  related  lithic 
scatters  are  expected  on  the  many  benches  and  saddles,  and 
lithic  scatters  on  gentle  slopes  and  knolls.  Temporary  camps 
are  predicted  along  seasonal  drainages. 

5.  ACEC 

The  canyons  portion  of  the  WSA  are  part  of  the  designated  High 
Rock  ACEC  (Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern).  The  High 
Rock  ACEC  is  designed  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife  values, 
while  preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area. 

6.  Water  Resources 

The  WSA  contains  two  perennial  streams  in  Mahogany  Canyon  and 
High  Rock  Canyon.  Both  streams  are  spring  fed  and  flow 
intermittantly  within  the  Canyons.  The  WSA  also  contains 
several  additional  dependable  springs  and  a  number  of  wet 
weather  springs,  most  of  which  have  been  excavated  to  form  a 
circular  pit  reservoir  for  livestock.  There  is  an  identified 
need  for  additional  water  sources  for  livestock,  wildlife,  and 
wild  horses.  No  specific  sites  have  been  identified,  but  it  is 
expected  that  five  to  eight  new  reservoirs  would  be  needed. 
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The  High  Rock  Canyon  watershed  has  been  identified  as  an 
erosion  problem  area.  A  watershed  plan  has  identified  a  need 
for  peak  flow  reduction  structures  on  the  major  drainages  to 
reduce  scouring  and  promote  meadow  rehabilitation.  There  are 
two  or  three  structures  protected  for  the  WSA. 

7.   Adjacent  Wilderness 

The  WSA  is  adjacent  to  four  other  WSA's:  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  to 
the  west,  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  High  Rock  Lake  to  the 
south  and  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  to  the  east. 


II.   MINERALS 


About  20  claims  out  of  two  blocks  of  50  claims  filed  by  two  companies  lie 
within  this  WSA  near  the  northwestern  boundary.  Twelve  exploration  holes 
have  been  drilled  in  the  40  claim  block.   Results  are  not  known. 

A.  Locatable  Mineral  Potential 

The  Barringer  Report  indicates  a  low  favorability  (2B)  for  accumu- 
lation of  mineral  resources.  Significant  values  above  average  from 
stream  sediments  are  indicated  on  Map  3-27.  This  report  does  not 
provide  data  which  will  allow  the  assignment  of  economic  signif- 
icance to  the  individual  above  background  areas,  nor  will  it 
indicate  whether  or  not  a  mine  could  be  developed.  However,  the 
results  do  provide  information  on  where  mineralization  may  logically 
be  expected  to  occur. 

The  Barringer  Report  indicates  the  following  values  significantly 
above  average  in  stream  sediments: 

Tungsten* 

Zinc* 

Molybdenum* 

Mercury* 

Barium 

B.  Salable  Mineral  Potential 

There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA. 

C.  Leasable  Mineral  Potential 

1.  Geothermal 

None  of  the  WSA  is  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 

2.  Oil  and  Gas 

There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing 
of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA.   A  recent  report  by  Sandberg  (1983) 
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concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  zero  petroleum 
potential  because  it  contains  no  surviving  hydrocarbons  in 
petroleum  or  reservoir  rocks  due  to  the  high  geothermal 
temperatures  to  which  they  were  subjected.  There  are  no  leases 
for  oil  and  gas.  No  exploratory  drilling  has  been  conducted 
for  any  leasable  mineral  in  this  WSA. 

All  of  the  WSA  except  the  northwestern  lobe  is  to  be  withdrawn  from 
mineral  entry  under  a  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan  decision.  This 
withdrawal  was  directed  due  to  the  high  cultural,  wildlife,  scenic 
and  recreational  values  in  the  High  Rock  area. 

II.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  WSA  provides  forage  in  two  allotments.  It  comprises  less  than  1%  of 
the  Home  Camp  Allotment  and  approximately  20%  of  the  Massacre  Mountain 
Allotment. 

Seasons  of  use  for  the  allotments  is  April  through  October  for  cattle. 
An  important  value  of  the  WSA  to  livestock  grazing  is  the  spring  lambing 
use  by  two  bands  of  sheep  in  the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  This  use 
is  accompanied  by  herders  with  temporary  camps,  camp  tenders  and 
trappers.  The  sheep  use  is  supported  by  eight  to  ten  vehicle  trips  per 
week.  This  use  is  made  primarily  during  April  with  a  limited  amount  of 
use  made  in  the  late  fall  as  the  sheep  move  to  the  winter  range.  Exist- 
ing management  facilities  were  discussed  under  Naturalness.  Proposed 
water  projects  were  discussed  under  Water  Resources.  Existing  BLM 
projects  are  in  good  repair  and  continue  to  be  maintained.  There  is  one 
proposed  fence  of  approximately  14  miles  in  length.  All  existing  and 
proposed  projects  lie  within  the  Massacre  Mountain  portion. 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.  Use  for  sheep  operations  were  discussed  above.  For  cattle 
permittees,  existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage,  and  projects.  Reser- 
voirs are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

I   WILD  HORSES 

There  are  no  wild  horses  within  the  Home  Camp  Allotment  portion  of  the 
WSA.  The  Massacre  Mountain  portion  of  the  WSA  is  used  by  the  western 
bands  of  the  High  Rock  herd.  The  range  of  this  herd  extends  well  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  WSA,  therefore,  horse  numbers  within  the  WSA  range 
from  0  to  50  at  any  given  time. 

There  is  one  horse  trap  site  in  High  Rock  Canyon  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  boundary  road. 

RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  high  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (greater  than  1,000 
visitor  use  days  per  year).   This  use  is  mostly  confined  to  High  Rock 
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Canyon.  Most  of  the  use  is  vehicular  in  nature  with  most  visitors 
straying  less  than  one  mile  from  the  boundary  roads.  Most  of  the  use  is 
made  by  sightseers  to  High  Rock  Canyon. 

The  lack  of  topographical  and  vegetational  barriers  along  the  western 
boundaries  allows  vehicles  to  travel  cross  country  almost  at  will.  This 
occurs  when  hunters  wish  to  avoid  walking  long  distances.  The  canyons 
cannot  be  traversed  in  a  vehicle. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,  they  could  not  be 
developed  on  most  of  the  WSA  due  to  a  land  use  plan  decision,  and  on  the 
remainder  of  the  WSA  the  expected  probability  of  development  is  currently 
rated  low. 

VII.  LANDS 

There  are  1,000  acres  of  public  surface/private  sub-surface  lands.  The 
Land  Use  plan  mandates  acquisition  of  the  private  mineral  values  through 
a  mineral  exchange. 

VIII  CONSISTENCY  WITH  OTHER  PLANS 

The  High  Rock  Habitat  Management  Plan  is  a  joint  wildlife  management  plan 
between  BLM  and  the  Nevada  Department  of  wildlife.  The  plan  calls  for 
reintroduction  of  bighorn  sheep  as  well  as  water  development  projects  in 
the  High  Rock  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  contains  52,000  acres  of 
contiguous  public  lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum 
standard.  There  are  580  acres  of  private  lands  (3  parcels)  and 
3,320  acres  of  public  surface/private  sub-surface  lands,  just 
outside  the  western  boundary  and  in  the  bottom  of  East  Fork  Canyon. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 

standard  for  naturalness.   In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is 

related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  ways  used  by 
hunters,  livestock  permittees  and  sightseers. 

The  existing  facilities  are  limited  to  13  small  reservoirs,  2 
windmills,  and  22  miles  of  fence.  The  water  projects  are  very  low 
profile,  mostly  revegetated  with  little  impact  to  naturalness.  The 
fences  are  visible  for  miles  due  to  open  terrain  and  hence  have  a 
much  greater  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  ways  total  31  miles  in  length.  The  ways  are  used  primarily  by 
hunters,  trappers  and  livestock  permittees.  The  ways  receive  light 
use  by  light  trucks  and  are  thus  of  low  impact  to  naturalness.  One 
exception  to  this  general  rule  does  occur  in  the  northeastern  corner 
of  the  WSA  where  large  tractor-trailer  rigs  are  used  to  support 
horse  management  operations.   These  ways  show  signs  of  heavy  use. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the 
WSA.  The  northern  third  has  almost  all  of  the  ways,  both  windmills 
and  over  half  the  fencing.  The  southern  two-thirds  has  most  of  the 
reservoirs  and  the  remainder  of  the  fencing.  The  reservoirs  are 
very  small,  often  difficult  to  recognize  as  a  human  imprint.  The 
fence  is  confined  to  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA. 

C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

a.    Solitude 

The  numberous  intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,  combined 
with  the  undulating  ridges  provide  outstanding  occasions  for 
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isolation  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Unit.  The  High  Rock 
Canyon  drainages  also  provide  excellent  opportunities  for 
remoteness. 


The  western  boundary  road  in  High  Rock  Canyon  receives  high 
levels  of  vehicle  use  (in  excess  of  1,000  vehicles  per  year). 
Thus  solitude  is  reduced  in  a  narrow  band  adjacent  to  the 
road.  The  other  boundary  roads  receive  such  irregular  levels 
of  use  that  solitude  is  not  affected. 

b.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation 
available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for  sightseeing, 
hunting,  and  rockhounding. 

D.    Supplemental  Features 

1.    Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  WSA  includes  three  distinct  topographic  types.  The  deep 
canyons  and  buttes  with  continuous  rims  are  found  in  the 
canyons  and  the  southeastern  corner.  The  upland  benches  are 
northerly  sloping  volcanic  tables  cut  by  small  drainages  with 
intermittant  rims.  The  eastern  half  of  the  WSA  is  comprised  of 
this  type.  The  third  type  is  the  open  rolling  hills  with  few 
rock  outcrops  at  the  northern  end  of  the  WSA. 

The  predominant  vegetative  type  within  the  WSA  are  the  low 
sagebrush  communities.  They  are  dominated  by  the  low  growing 
shrubs,  grasses  and  forbs.  The  northern  quarter  of  the  WSA 
contains  large  stands  of  sparse  big  sagebrush  with  little 
understory.  The  canyons  contain  willow-riparian  communities 
along  the  stream  courses.  The  east  fork  of  High  Rock  Canyon 
also  contains  a  remnant  population  of  aspen  trees. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 


2.    Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 


The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross  section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  red-tailed  hawk, 
praire  falcon,  golden  eagle,  western  meadowlark,  and  Brewer's 
sparrow.  Wildlife  densities  are  low  due  to  lack  of  dependable 
water  sources  on  the  eastern  half.  The  western  half  contains 
high  densities  of  raptors  due  to  the  presence  of  good  nesting 
sites. 
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A  Wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  has  been  prepared  for 
approximately  two-thirds  of  the  WSA.  The  Plan  proposes 
reintroduction  of  bighorn  sheep  into  the  High  Rock  area.  It  is 
expected  that  bighorn  rams  would  regularly  use  the  canyon  rims 
and  water  sources.  There  are  two  to  three  big  game  guzzlers 
and  several  reservoirs  proposed  on  the  eastern  benches  for  wild 
horses  and  summering  antelope. 

The  canyons  are  used  extensively  by  a  few  fur  trappers  each 
winter.  Trappers  use  existing  ways  as  well  as  travel  cross 
country  extensively  on  "All  Terrain  Vehicles"  (ATV) . 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  or  animal  species 
have  been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  canyons  have  significant  scenic  values  (Class  "A"  -  BLM 
Visual  Resource  Inventory)  based  upon  the  topographic, 
vegetational,  and  color  diversity  within  the  Canyons.  The 
remainder  of  the  WSA  does  not  have  significant  scenic  values 
(Class  "C")  due  to  a  lack  of  extreme  topography. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

Exceptional  prehistoric  and  historic  values  are  found  in  the 
WSA.  Numerous  prehistoric  sites  have  been  documented  in 
canyons,  including  caves  and  rockshelters  with  ancient 
deposits,  open  occupation  sites,  temporary  camps  and  rim-edge 
hunting  stations.  The  historic  Lassen-Applegate  Trail, 
currently  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
passes  up  High  Rock  Canyon.  Documented  trail  remains  include 
wagon  wheel  ruts  and  historic  graffitti.  Historic  structures 
have  been  documented  in  the  canyons  and  additional  historic 
resources  are  probable. 

The  remainder  of  the  WSA  has  had  little  survey  work  but  major 
prehistoric  occupation  sites  are  predicted  for  Wall  Canyon, 
Hanging  Rock  Canyon  and  Cottonwood  Creek.  Occupation  of 
several  large  caves  has  been  documented.  Small  to  moderate 
lithic  scatters  can  be  expected  in  drainages,  at  springs,  and 
along  benches  and  rim-edges,  with  sites  related  to  prehistoric 
hunting  activity. 

5 .  ACEC 

The  canyons  portion  of  the  WSA  are  part  of  the  designated  High 
Rock  ACEC  (Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern).  The  High 
Rock  ACEC  is  designed  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife  values, 
while  preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area. 
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6. 


Water  Resources 


The  WSA  contains  two  perennial  streams  in  the  East  Fork  Canyon 
and  in  High  Rock  Canyon.  Both  are  spring  fed  and  flow  inter- 
raittantly  down  the  Canyons.  There  are  few  other  good  springs 
and  many  wet  weather  springs.  Most  of  the  springs  have  been 
excavated  to  form  a  circular  pit  reservoir  for  livestock. 
There  is  an  identified  need  for  additional  water  on  the  eastern 
half  of  the  WSA  for  wild  horses  and  wildlife.  No  sites  have 
been  selected,  but  it  is  expected  that  two  new  reservoirs  would 
be  needed. 

The  High  Rock  watershed  has  been  identified  as  a  watershed 
problem  area.  High  peak  flows  scour  existing  channels  causing 
significant  erosion.  A  watershed  plan  proposes  that  water 
control  structures  be  constructed  on  the  major  drainages  to 
reduce  peak  flows  and  promote  meadow  restoration.  Specific 
sites  have  not  been  identified  but  it  is  expected  that  at  least 
three  sites  would  be  within  the  WSA. 


7.   Other  Wilderness 


The  WSA  is  adjacent  to  one  other  WSA.  The  High  Rock  Canyon 
Road  to  the  west  separates  the  WSA  from  the  High  Rock  Canyon 
WSA. 


II.   MINERALS 


There  are  no  mining  claims  within  the  boundaries  of  this  WSA. 
A.    Locatable  Mineral  Potential 


The  Barringer  Report  indicates  a  low  to  moderate  favorability  (2-3C) 
for  accumulation  of  mineral  resources.  Significant  values  above 
average  from  stream  sediments  are  indicated  on  Map  3-30.  This 
report  does  not  provide  data  which  will  allow  the  assignment  of 
economic  significance  to  the  individual  above  background  areas,  nor 
will  it  indicate  whether  or  not  a  mine  .could  be  developed.  However, 
the  results  do  provide  information  on  where  mineralization  may 
logically  be  expected  to  occur. 


The  Barringer  Report  indicates  the 
above  average  in  stream  sediments: 

Gold 

Silver* 

Tungsten* 

Molybdenum* 

Mercury* 

Barium 
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B.  Salable  Mineral  Potential 

There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA. 

C.  Leasable  Mineral  Potential 

1.  Geothermal 

None  of  the  WSA  is  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 

2.  Oil  and  Gas 

There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing 
of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA.  A  recent  report  by  Sandberg  (1983) 
concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  zero  petroleum 
potential  because  it  contains  no  surviving  hydrocarbons  in 
petroleum  or  reservoir  rocks  due  to  the  high  geothermal 
temperatures  to  which  they  were  subjected.  There  are  no  leases 
for  oil  and  gas.  No  exploratory  drilling  has  been  conducted 
for  any  leasable  mineral  in  this  WSA. 

The  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan  has  directed  that  the  southern 
two-thirds  of  the  WSA  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry.  This 
withdrawal  was  directed  due  to  the  high  cultural,  wildlife,  scenic 
and  recreational  values  in  the  High  Rock  area. 

,  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  WSA  provides  livestock  forage  in  portions  of  four  allotments.  The 
Soldier  Meadows  Allotment  portion  of  the  WSA  comprises  less  than  1%  of 
the  allotment.  Existing  projects  include  five  small  reservoirs  and 
approximately  ten  miles  of  fence.  The  Wall  Canyon  Allotment  portion  of 
the  WSA  comprises  approximately  20%  of  the  Allotment.  Existing  projects 
include  eight  miles  of  fence,  one  windmill  and  one  reservoir.  Proposed 
projects  include  a  2,000  acre  seeding.  The  Nut  Mountain  Allotment 
portion  of  the  WSA  comprises  less  than  5%  of  the  Allotment.  Existing 
projects  include  six  miles  of  fence  and  one  windmill.  There  is  a 
proposed  seeding  of  1,300  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  Massacre  Mountain 
Allotment  portion  of  the  WSA  comprises  approximately  20%  of  the 
Allotment.   Existing  projects  are  limited  to  eight  small  reservoirs. 

The  WSA  actually  receives  less  livestock  use  than  the  percentages  would 
suggest.  The  Nut  Mountain,  Wall  Canyon  and  Massacre  Mountain  portions 
receive  very  little  livestock  use  primarily  because  of  poor  water 
availability.  The  Massacre  Mountain  portion  will  be  managed  as  a 
prescription  grazing  unit  in  the  future  with  very  low  use  levels. 

Existing  BLM  projects  are  in  good  condition  and  continue  to  be 
maintained. 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.   Existing  ways  are  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt  distribution 
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and   inspection  of   livestock,   forage,   and  projects.   Reservoirs  a 
infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 


IV.   WILD  HORSES 


. 


The  WSA  contains  portions  of  four  horse  herds  (East  High  Rock,  Hi 
Mountain,  Wall  Canyon  and  Soldier  Meadows).  Horse  numbers  within  the  W! 
may  vary  through  the  year  due  to  horse  migrations. 

There  is  one  trap  site  in  the  northern  part  of  the  WSA  which  is  used 
gather  horses  from  a  large  area  (much  of  which  is  outside  the  WSA| 
Continued  use  of  the  site  is  dependant  upon  maintenance  of  the  accei 
ways  to  the  site.  Either  of  two  routes  can  be  used  depending  on  wh< 
time  of  year  the  site  is  used.  A  second  trap  site  in  High  Rock  Canyon  i 
immediately  adjacent  with  the  boundary  road. 

V.    RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  high  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (greater  than  1, 
visitor  use  days  per  year).  This  use  is  mostly  confined  to  High  Roc 
Canyon.  Most  of  the  use  is  vehicular  in  nature  with  most  visitoi 
straying  less  than  one  mile  from  the  boundary  roads.  Most  of  the  use  i 
made  by  sightseers  to  High  Rock  Canyon. 


., 


The  lack  of  topographical  and  vegetational  barriers  along  the  eastern  an 
northern  boundaries  allows  vehicles  to  travel  cross  country  almost  a 
will.  This  occurs  when  hunters  wish  to  avoid  walking  long  distances 
The  canyons  cannot  be  traversed  cross  country. 


VI.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  and  wildlife  harvest  are  currently  the  only  economi 
activities  on  the  WSA.  Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present 
they  could  not  be  developed  on  most  of  the  WSA  due  to  a  land  use  pla 
decision.  On  the  remainder  of  the  WSA  the  expected  probability  o 
development  is  currently  rated  low,  except  on  the  eastern  boundary  wher 
the  high  barium  values  occur. 


VII.  LANDS 


There  are  1,890  acres  of  public  surface/private  sub-surface  lands.  Th< 
Land  Use  Plan  mandates  acquisition  of  the  private  mineral  values  througl 
a  mineral  exchange.  There  is  one  private  surface  parcel  (160  acres, 
which  is  to  be  acquired  when  possible.  This  is  also  a  Land  Use  Plai 
decision. 


i 
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These  values  do  not  provide 
data  which  will  allow  the 
assignment  of  economic 
significance  to  the 
individual  values,  nor  will 
they  indicate  whether  or 
not  a  mine  could  be 
developed.  However,  the 
results  do  provide 
information  on  where 
mineralization  may  logically 
be  expected  to  occur. 
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WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 


WILDERNESS 


Size  and  General  Status 

The  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  contains  24,130  acres  of  contiguous 
public  lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum  established  in  the 
Wilderness  Act  of  1964.  There  are  800  acres  of  private  inholdings 
and  120  acres  of  lands  administered  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  (FWS).  In  all  cases,  surface  owners  also  have  the 
sub-surface  rights.  The  Sheldon  National  Wildlife  Refuge  adjoins 
the  WSA  on  the  south  and  east.  BLM  lands  adjoin  the  WSA  on  the 
north  (Lakeview  District)  and  west  (Susanville  District). 

Naturalness 

The  BLMs  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  mans  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  access  roads 
and  ways  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well 
as  for  hunting. 

The  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  include  five  small  stock 
ponds,  one  60  acre  herbicide  treatment  area  and  six  short  pieces  of 
fencing  totalling  approximately  2.5  miles.  All  of  these  projects, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  spray  field,  were  judged  to  be  of 
very  low  profile  and  hence  of  low  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  access  ways  total  approximately  23  miles  in  length.  Most  of  the 
ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during 
hunting  season  and  thus  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the  sagebrush. 
This  makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the  naturalness. 
However,  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in  their  present  condition 
and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  state.  There  is  one 
cherry stem  road,  which  penetrates  the  WSA  from  the  western  boundary 
two-thirds  of  the  width  of  the  Unit  and  continues  as  a  way  to  the 
eastern  boundary.  The  road  is  of  generally  low  overall  impact  to 
naturalness. 

The  man  related  imprints  are  not  eVenly  distributed  within  the  WSA. 
The  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  northern  half  and  the  eastern  quarter 
of  the  southern  half  have  almost  no  man  related  intrusions,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  WSA  contains  all  the  facilities  discussed  and 
an  estimated  90%  of  the  access  ways.  Thus  within  the  WSA  the 
eastern  portion  is  substantially  more  natural  than  the  western 
portion. 


3-91 


Affected  Environment 


C.  Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  the  minimum 
requirements  for  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

1.  Solitude 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  in  those 
portions  not  adjacent  to  Macy  Flat  or  Nevada  Highway  34.  At 
low  levels  of  use  visitors  would  be  able  to  find  solitude.  The 
gentle  terrain,  generally  low  vegetation,  scattered  juniper 
stands  and  excellent  visibility  all  combine  to  limit  the 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  However,  the 
relatively  monotonous  terrain  and  vegetation  would  tend  to 
disperse  visitors  more  than  would  be  expected  if  the  WSA 
contained  features  such  as  deep  canyons  or  riparian  areas. 

The  portions  of  the  WSA  adjacent  to  Macy  Flat  and  Highway  34 
would  find  outside  sights  and  sounds  which  would  preclude 
outstanding  oppotunities  for  solitude.  In  this  case,  the 
off-site  sights  and  sounds  would  be  due  to  the  regular,  low 
frequency  passage  of  vehicles  raising  dust  clouds  visible  for 
up  to  15  miles.  Ranching  operations  on  the  west  side  of 
Highway  34  would  also  contribute  to  off-site  influences, 
through  noise  and  dust  encountered  in  cattle  gathering  and 
shipping. 

2.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  does  not  have  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.  This  is  due  to  the  lack  of 
resources  normally  used  by  dispersed  recreationists .  The  WSA 
has  no  distinctive  topographic  or  vegetational  features.  The 
WSA  has  no  dependable  water,  which  is  important  to  recreational 
users  and  results  in  relatively  low  densities  and  diversity  of 
wildlife.  While  outstanding  opportunities  do  not  exist,  the 
WSA  does  contain  some  opportunities  for  dispersed  recreation 
for  hikers  and  horseback  riders  for  sightseeing  and  hunting. 

D.  Supplemental  Values 

1.    Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  topography  of  the  WSA  is  typical  of  the  northwestern  Great 
Basin,  with  open  plateaus,  blockfaulted  rims,  ephemeral  lake 
basins,  and  an  old  volcanic  cone  in  the  southern  half. 
Elevations  within  the  WSA  range  from  5300  to  6600  feet. 

All  of  the  WSA  with  the  exception  of  the  strip  below  the  rim 
along  Highway  34,  the  eastern  edge  of  Macy  Flat,  the  large 
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butte  in  the  south  half  and  the  southeastern  corner  are  open, 
relatively  flat  benches,  terraces,  and  lake  basins. 

Vegetation  is  predominantly  low  sagebrush  type  communities  with 
patches  of  dense  junipers  and  mountain  brush  types  scattered 
throughtout  the  WSA  on  deeper  soils.  Macy  Flat  and  several 
small  lake  basins  contain  stands  of  rushes  and  other  emergent 
species. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  are  known 
to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

2.  Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross-section  of  Great 
Basin  wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a 
wilderness  visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  mule  deer, 
red-tailed  hawk,  praire  falcon,  western  meadowlark,  and 
Brewer's  sparrow.  Wildlife  densities  are  relatively  low  due  to 
a  lack  of  water  sources  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  contains 
125-150  antelope  on  favorable  years.  They  use  Macy  Flat  and 
then  move  east  when  humans  cross  Macy  Flat.  Bighorn  sheep 
would  be  expected  to  casually  use  the  rims  along  Highway  34  if 
reintroductions  are  made  either  to  the  south  or  north  of  the 
WSA. 

The  primary  distinquishing  feature  of  the  WSA  with  respect  to 
wildlife  is  the  proximity  to  the  "Little  Sheldon",  a  no  hunting 
portion  of  the  Refuge.  While  hunting  success  is  no  higher  on 
the  WSA  than  other  nearby  areas,  the  "mystique"  of  trophy 
antelope  and  deer  coming  from  the  Refuge  draw  significant 
numbers  of  hunters  to  the  WSA.  Hunting  within  the  WSA  is 
accomplished  by  use  of  motorized  vehicle  to  disperse  hunters 
within  the  WSA. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  animal  species  have  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

3.  Visual  Resources 

The  entire  WSA  has  been  rated  as  having  no  significant  scenic 
values  (Class  "C"  -  BLM  Visual  Resource  Inventory)  due  to  lack 
of  topographic  and  vegetational  diversity. 

4.  Cultural  Resources 

The  only  inventory  conducted  to  date  has  been  adjacent  to 
Highway  34  on  the  western  boundary.  Six  small  lithic  scatters 
were  recorded.  Additional  sites  are  predicted  within  the  WSA 
near  empheral  lakes,  in  areas  of  obsidian  sources  and  in 
shallow  caves  in  rock  faces.   Due  to  the  lack  of  perrenial 
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water  sources,  the  density  of  sites  is  expected  to  be  rela- 
tively low.  Site  types  are  generally  expected  to  be  typical  of 
the  site  types  found  throughout  northwestern  Nevada. 

5.   Other  Wilderness 

The  WSA  is  contiguous  to  one  Unit  of  the  Administratively 
Endorsed  Sheldon  Refuge  Wilderness  Study  Area  (FWS,  26,600 
acres).  The  entire  southern  boundary  and  a  portion  of  the 
eastern  boundary  of  WSA  1012  are  contiguous  to  the  FWS  Unit  . 
The  boundary  is  a  fenceline.  The  combination  of  the  two  WSA's 
would  be  a  50,700  acre  unit  which  would  result  in  increased 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  wilderness  type  recreation. 

II.   GEOLOGY /MINERALS 

The  BLM  minerals  investigations,  which  included  consultations  with 
industry,  did  not  identify  any  significant  potential  for  mineral  de- 
velopment, including  oil  and  gas.  There  are  no  existing  mineral  rights 
and  no  mining  claims  are  known  to  exist. 

An  analysis  of  the  mineral  resource  potential  and  geothermal  potential  of 
the  adjacent  Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge  Wilderness  Study  Areas  was 
conducted  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines.  Eval- 
uation is  based  on  the  interpretation  of  analysis  of  rock  and  stream 
sediment  samples,  analyses  of  spring  water  samples,  geologic  mapping  and 
geophysical  surveys.  Results  indicate  the  area  has  low  potential  for  the 
discovery  of  exposed  mineral  deposits;  however,  the  results  suggest  that 
the  area  may  contain  concealed  deposits.  In  the  Refuge  area,  anomalous 
values  of  mercury,  antimony,  arsenic,  tungsten,  molybdenum,  manganese, 
barium,  the  ratio  of  cadmium  to  zinc  and  gold  form  dispersion  patterns 
that  are  consistent  with  the  concealed  deposit  suggestion. 

All  springs  in  the  Sheldon  Study  Area  had  surface  temperatures  below 
boiling.  Surface  data  suggests  the  area  has  a  low  potential  for 
geothermal  resources. 

A.  Locatable  Minerals 

The  WSA  has  no  history  or  visible  evidence  of  activities  with 
respect  to  locatable  minerals.  The  nearest  activity  is  within  the 
Lone  Pine  Mining  District  which  is  6  miles  south  of  the  WSA.  The 
District  has  produced  mercury  ore  and  is  currently  being  explored 
for  precious  metals. 

B.  Salable  Minerals 

There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA. 
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C.   Leasable  Minerals 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  only  very  low  potential  for  oil  and 
gas  but  not  for  geothermal  or  sodium  or  potassium.  There  have  been 
no  gas  wells  drilled  within  the  WSA  or  within  50  miles  of  the  WSA. 
Oil  and  gas  leases  acquired  near  the  WSA  have  for  the  most  part  been 
dropped  by  the  leasee. 

WATER  RESOURCES 

There  are  no  perennial  water  sources  within  the  WSA.  Empheral  sources 
include  five  lakebeds  and  five  small  stock  ponds.  Seven  stock  ponds  will 
be  constructed  under  IMP  to  assist  in  the  implementation  of  an  Allotment 
Management  Plan.  Five  additional  stock  ponds  are  proposed  to  add 
additional  flexibility  to  grazing  systems. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Portions  of  the  Nevada  Coleman  and  Calcutta  Allotments  fall  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  WSA.  The  WSA  portion  of  the  Nevada  Coleman  Allotment 
comprises  approximately  one-third  of  the  Allotment  while  the  WSA  portion 
of  the  Calcutta  Allotment  portion  comprises  less  than  10%  of  the 
Allotment.  Both  are  cattle  allotments.  Season  of  use  in  both  runs 
between  April  16  and  October  15.  The  Nevada  Coleman  Allotment  has  three 
permittees  while  the  Calcutta  Allotment  has  one  permittee.  Existing 
management  facilities  include  five  reservoirs,  one  60  acre  spray  release 
area  and  approximately  2.5  miles  of  fencing.  Seven  more  reservoirs  are 
scheduled  to  be  built  during  interim  management.  Five  additional 
reservoirs  are  proposed  to  add  additional  flexibility  to  the  Nevada 
Coleman  grazing  system.  Existing  projects  are  in  good  repair  and 
continue  to  be  maintained. 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.  Existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage  and  projects. 
Reservoirs  are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

RECREATION 

The  WSA  receives  low  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (estimated  less  than 
500  visitor  use  days).  This  use  is  almost  exclusively  made  with 
motorized  vehicles.  Most  of  the  use  is  during  the  hunting  seasons  for 
deer  and  antelope.  Much  of  the  use  is  concentrated  along  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  WSA.  Use  levels  are  low  due  primarily  to  hunting  quotas 
and  the  lack  of  features  which  would  attract  visitors  (water  sources, 
spectacular  vistas,  etc.).  Although  hunting  use  levels  are  low,  the  WSA 
is  a  highly  sought  out  hunting  area.  The  portion  of  the  Refuge  imme- 
diately south  of  the  WSA  is  a  non-hunting  area.  The  belief  among  hunters 
that  chances  of  finding  trophies  adjacent  to  closed  areas  creates  a 
relatively  elevated  demand  for  access  to  the  adjacent  areas. 
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The  lack  of  topographic  and  vegetational  boundaries  over  most  of  the  WS. 
allow  vehicles  to  travel  cross  country  almost  at  will.  This  occurs  a 
the  eastern  half  of  the  WSA  when  hunters  wish  to  avoid  having  to  carr 
their  kills  long  distances  to  their  vehicles. 

VI.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  is  currently  the  only  economic  activity  on  the  WSA 
Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,  the  expected  probability 
of  development  is  currently  rated  as  low. 

VII.  LAND  AND  REALTY 

There  are  800  acres  of  private  inholdings  within  the  WSA.  These  occur  ir 
six  parcels:  a  480  acre  parcel  on  Macy  Flat,  and  five  smaller  parcels 
south  of  Macy  Flat.  The  private  inholdings  are  currently  managed  for 
livestock  grazing.  There  are  no  known  plans  to  significantly  alter 
management  of  the  private  inholdings. 
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WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 


WILDERNESS 


A.  Size  and  General  Status 

The  Massacre  Rim  WSA  contains  approximately  110,000  acres  of 
contiguous  public  lands  which  exceeds  the  5,000  acre  minimum 
standard.  There  are  840  acres  of  private  inholdings  and  440  acres 
of  lands  administered  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  In  all 
cases,  surface  owners  also  have  the  sub-surface  rights.  The  Sheldon 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  adjoins  the  WSA  along  portions  of  the 
eastern  boundary.  BLM  administered  lands  adjoin  most  of  the 
remaining  boundary  with  private  lands  forming  a  small  fraction  of 
the  boundary. 

B.  Naturalness 

The  BLM  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  met  the  minimum 
standards  for  naturalness.  In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  mans  work  is 
related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing,  access  roads  and 
ways  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well  as 
for  hunting  and  a  interstate  powerline. 

The  existing  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  includes  24 
reservoirs,  5  spring  developments,  48  miles  of  fence,  8  windmills, 
and  3  land  treatment  projects  (spray  release  areas  or  seedings) 
totalling  4,500  acres.  All  of  the  projects  with  the  exception  of 
the  three  treatment  areas  were  judged  to  be  of  low  profile  and  hence 
of  low  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  access  ways  total  approximately  39  miles  in  length.  Most  of  the 
ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  during 
hunting  season  and  thus  are  narrow  tracks  through  the  sagebrush. 
This  makes  the  ways  of  relatively  low  impact  on  the  naturalness. 
However,  the  level  of  use,  although  relatively  low  has  been  con- 
sistent. Therefore,  the  ways  are  being  maintained  in  their  present 
condition  and  are  not  reverting  back  to  a  natural  state.  One  way 
coming  from  the  western  boundary  receives  heavy  use  by  light  trucks 
as  well  as  large  stock  trucks.  This  way  is  well  maintained  by  the 
passage  of  vehicles  and  at  least  one  culvert  has  been  installed  to 
facilitate  vehicles.  There  is  one  cherrystem  road,  which  penetrates 
the  WSA  from  the  southern  boundary  and  ends  in  the  center  of  the 
area  at  a  bladed  fenceline. 

The  man  related  imprints  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the  WSA. 
The  eastern  half  above  the  rims  few  man  related  intrusions  while  the 
western  half  and  the  boundary  area  on  the  eastern  half  contain 
almost  all  of  the  facilities  and  ways  discussed  above.  Thus  within 
the  WSA,  the  eastern  half  is  substantially  more  natural  than  the 
western  portion. 
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C.    Opportunities  for  Solitude  or  Primitive  and  Unconfined 
Recreation 

The  Intensive  Inventory  determined  that  the  WSA  had  outstanding] 
opportunities   for   both   solitude   and   primitive   and   unconfined 
recreation. 

1.    Solitude 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  in  those 
portions  of  the  WSA  not  near  (within  approximately  one  mile) 
the  western,  southern,  or  portions  of  the  eastern  boundaries. 
Although  the  terrain  and  vegetation  within  most  of  the  WSA  does 
not  provide  a  significant  degree  of  screening,  the  large  size 
of  the  WSA  would  allow  a  moderate  number  of  visitors  to  enjoy 
solitude. 

The  portions  of  the  WSA  adjacent  to  Highway  34  and  the  power- 
line  road  on  the  west,  Highway  8A  and  the  Massacre  Seeding  on 
the  south  and  near  Bitner  Ranch  on  the  east  would  find  outside 
sights  and  some  sounds  which  would  preclude  outstanding  oppor- 
tunities for  solitude.  In  this  case,  the  major  off-site  factor 
would  be  due  to  the  regular,  low  frequency  passage  of  vehicles 
raising  dust  clouds  visible  for  up  to  15  miles. 


I 


2.    Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation 
available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for  sightseeing  or 
hunting. 

D.    Supplemental  Values 

1.    Topography  and  Vegetation 

The  topography  of  the  WSA  is  typical  of  the  northwestern  Great 
Basin,  with  open  plateaus,  blockfaulted  rims  and  ephemeral  lake 
basins.   Elevations  within  the  WSA  range  from  5520  to  6700  feet. 

The  WSA  is  a  large  southerly  sloping  bench  broken  by  rim  bound 
drainages.  The  edges  of  the  bench  on  the  west  and  parts  of  the 
southern  boundary  are  formed  by  rimrock  and  steep  talus  slopes. 
Portions  of  the  southern  edge  are  alluvial  and  lake  terraces  formed 
when  Long  Valley  and  Massacre  Basin  were  lakes. 

Vegetation  is  dominated  by  low  sagebrush  communities.  These  sites 
have  scattered  stands  of  low  growing  brush,  grasses  and  forbs.  The 
western  half  of  the  WSA  has  scattered  dense  stands  of  juniper 
trees.  While  the  trees  are  short  (20-30  feet  tall),  the  older 
stands  have  individuals  with  diameters  of  3  to  4  feet.  The  western 
and  southern  edges  of  the  WSA  are  big  sagebrush  sites  on  deep  lake 
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basin  soils.  Three  areas  in  the  big  sagebrush  type  have  been 
treated  to  remove  the  sagebrush  to  increase  livestock  forage 
production. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  plant  species  are  known  to 
occur  within  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  and  Endangered  Species 

The  WSA  provides  habitat  for  a  typical  cross-section  of  Great  Basin 
wildlife.  Species  most  likely  to  be  observed  by  a  wilderness 
visitor  include  pronghorn  antelope,  red-tailed  hawk,  praire  falcon, 
western  meadowlark,  sage  grouse,  and  Brewer's  sparrow.  Wildlife 
densities  are  moderate  due  to  availability  of  water  sources  within 
the  WSA.  The  western  edge  of  the  WSA  along  the  large  rock  scarp  has 
been  proposed  as  a  future  bighorn  sheep  reintroduction  site. 

The  most  distinctive  wildlife  species  within  the  WSA  is  the  sage 
grouse.  The  WSA  supports  high  populations  of  the  large  game  bird. 
They  are  dependent  upon  the  spring  associated  wet  meadows  for  food 
and  cover  during  the  dry  summer  months.  The  highest  hunting  levels 
within  the  WSA  occur  during  sage  grouse  season. 

No  threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  animal  species  have  iden- 
tified within  the  WSA. 

Visual  Resources 

The  WSA  has  been  rated  as  having  no  significant  scenic  values 

(Classes  "B"  and  "C"  -  BLM  Visual  Resource  Inventory)  due  to  a  lack 

of  topographic  and  vegetational  diversity.  However,  the  expansive 
open  vistas  are  thought  by  some  to  be  highly  scenic. 

Cultural  Resources 

Extensive  archaeological  survey  of  this  region  has  revealed  excep- 
tionally rich  cultural  values.  Seven  archaeological  districts  have 
already  been  identified  for  potential  nomination  to  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places,  and  values  are  enhanced  by  the  con- 
siderable time  depth  of  the  prehistoric  occupation  in  this  area 
(possibly  attaining  8,000-10,000  years).  There  are  major  occupation 
sites  at  virtually  all  of  the  significant  springs  and  along  the 
entire  length  of  the  substantial  drainages  which  feed  Massacre 
Lake.  The  elevated  slopes  and  rims  of  the  Bench  support  special- 
ized, short-term  use  hunting  and  temporary  camps.  Several  caves  and 
rock  shelters  in  the  well  developed  canyons  north  of  Massacre  Lake 
have  pristine  deposits  which  offer  excellent  research  potential. 
The  upland  stony  terraces  (often  juniper  studded)  were  the  scene  of 
temporary  occupation  and  specialized  hunting  activity.  Longer  term 
occupation  sites  are  also  found  on  moderate  slopes  around  springs, 
often  associated  with  hunting  blinds  and  petroglyphs. 
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Minor,  rocky  drainages,  of  which  there  are  many  trending  soutl 
easterly,  commonly  yield  petroglyph  series.  Several  massive  (mil 
long)  petroglyph  sites  on  vertical  rims  have  been  recorded  in  t\ 
area. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  is  part  of  an  archaeological  protec 
tion  zone  for  which  a  management  plan  is  currently  in  preparatior 
The  plan  proposes  2.5  miles  of  fence  to  protect  a  very  sensiti\ 
cluster  of  sites  within  the  WSA.  There  is  current  interest  in  larg 
scale  excavations  by  professional  archaeologists. 

Cultural  resources  are  presently  being  damaged  by  vehicles  an 
collectors  along  the  southern  boundary. 

II.   GEOLOGY /MINERALS 

The  WSA  contains  portions  of  one  mining  district  (Lone  Pine)  with 
potential  for  significant  mineral  values.   No  significant  values  for  oi 
and  gas  or  any  other  leasable  or  saleable  minerals  have  been  identified. 

A.  Locatable  Mineral  Potential 

All  or  portions  of  75  mining  claims  are  located  in  the  Lone  Pin 
Mining  District  at  the  northern  end  of  the  WSA.  Prospecting  firs 
occurred  in  the  Long  Pine  Mining  District  in  1897.  The  Antelope 
Mine  has  reportedly  produced  a  small  amount  of  mercury.  There  is  m 
present  activity  at  the  mine.  Except  for  this  block  of  claims,  m 
other  mining  claims  or  prospecting  activities  are  known  to  occur  in 
the  WSA. 

An  analysis  of  the  mineral  resource  potential  and  geotherma. 
potential  of  the  adjacent  Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge  Wilderness 
Study  Areas  was  conducted  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  U.S, 
Bureau  of  Mines.  Evaluation  is  based  on  the  interpretation  oi 
analyses  or  rock  and  stream  sediment  samples,  analyses  of  spring 
water  samples,  geologic  mapping  and  geophysical  surveys. 

In  the  east  edge  of  the  WSA,  geophysical  data  can  be  interpreted  as 
a  buried  caldera  or  pluton.  Rock  samples  collected  by  the  U.S.G.S. 
from  within  the  boundaries  of  the  inferred  caldera  contain  anomalous 
values  for  mercury,  gold,  antimony,  arsenic,  tungsten,  molybdenum, 
barium,  manganese,  uranium  and  the  cadmium  to  zinc  ratios.  The 
distribution  and  association  of  the  anomalous  elements  and  ratios 
mentioned  above  suggest  that  this  area  has  a  potential  for  concealed 
deposits  (Cathrall  e_t  a_l,  1978).  Mercury,  antimony,  tungsten, 
molybdenum,  manganese  and  cadmium  are  strategic  and  critical 
minerals. 

B.  Leasable  Mineral  Potential 

There  are  no  mineral  leases  in  this  WSA.  Nine  oil  and  gas  leases 
have  been  dropped  and  those  portions  within  the  WSA  will  not  be 
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offered  for  lease  again.  The  whole  WSA  is  considered  to  have  very 
low  potential  for  oil  and  gas.  About  17,280  acres  of  this  WSA  is 
considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.  All  springs  in 
the  Sheldon  Report  by  USGS-BM  had  surface  temperatures  below 
boiling.  Surface  data  suggests  the  Sheldon  has  a  low  potential  for 
geothermal  resources  (Cathrall  e_t  al_,  1978).  Since  the  WSA  is 
adjacent  and  similar,  the  same  potential  would  be  expected  within 
the  WSA. 

The  entire  WSA  is  not  considered  prospectively  valuable  for  sodium 
and  potassium. 

C.    Salable  Mineral  Potential 

Washoe  County  Road  Department  has  three  free  use  permits  within  the 
border  of  this  WSA  for  sand  and  gravel. 

WATER  RESOURCES 

The  WSA  contains  10  to  20  flowing  springs  (depending  on  season  and 
rainfall  of  year)  with  associated  wet  meadows.  There  are  no  perennial 
lakes  or  streams.  Emphemeral  sources  include  10  lakebeds  and  25  reser- 
voirs (some  of  the  reservoirs  are  in  lakebeds).  Thirteen  reservoirs  will 
be  constructed  under  Wilderness  Interim  Management  to  assist  in  the 
implementation  of  four  Allotment  Management  Plans.  Five  additional 
reservoirs  are  proposed  to  add  additional  flexibility  to  grazing  systems. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

All  or  portions  of  six  grazing  allotments  fall  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  WSA.  Allotment  information  is  contained  in  the  Table  on  page  3-103. 
Existing  management  facilities  were  discussed  under  naturalness.  Future 
and  proposed  water  projects  were  discussed  under  Water  Resources.  There 
is  a  proposed  seeding  of  700  acres  adjacent  to  an  existing  seeding 
outside  the  southern  boundary.  Existing  projects  are  in  good  repair  and 
continue  to  be  maintained. 

Motorized  vehicles  are  used  within  the  WSA  to  support  livestock  grazing 
management.  Existing  ways  are  regularly  used  by  light  trucks  for  salt 
distribution  and  inspection  of  livestock,  forage  and  projects.  Reser- 
voirs are  infrequently  maintained  by  heavy  track-mounted  equipment. 

WOODLAND 

The  juniper  forest  in  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  is  an  important  cutting 
area  for  local  residents,  historically,  approximately  half  of  all  wood 
cut  within  the  Surprise  Resource  Area  comes  from  this  area.  Due  to  the 
cutting,  the  area  has  an  extensive  network  of  ways  used  by  woodcutters. 
Total  year  harvest  is  approximately  75  cords  of  wood. 
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VI.   WILD  HORSES 


There  are  an  estimated  170  wild  horses  within  the  WSA.  Management  goal 
call  for  25  to  45  horses.  Gathering  of  wild  horses  requires  use  of  larg 
trucks  to  move  the  traps  and  for  transporting  horses.  The  currently  use 
trap  site  is  within  the  WSA  along  the  southern  boundary. 


VII.  RECREATION 


!  t 


« 


The  WSA  receives  moderate  levels  of  yearly  visitor  use  (estimated  500  t 
1000  visitor  use  days).  This  use  is  almost  exclusively  made  wit 
motorized  vehicles.  Most  of  the  use  is  concentrated  along  the  souther 
boundary  or  in  the  western  half.  The  southern  boundary  is  a  favorit 
spot  for  arrowhead  hunters.  The  western  half  is  used  by  hunters  for  sag 
grouse,  mule  deer,  and  antelope. 

The  lack  of  topographic  and  vegetational  barriers  along  the  souther 
boundary  and  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  allow  vehicles  to  travel  cros, 
country  almost  at  will.  This  occurs  when  artifact  or  game  hunters  wis! 
to  avoid  walking  long  distances.  The  eastern  half  of  the  WSA  on  tht 
benches  contains  rock  fields,  large  brush  and  enough  topographic  relie 
to  prevent  cross  country  travel. 

VIII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Livestock  grazing  is  currently  the  only  economic  activity  on  the  WSA, 
Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present,  the  expected  probability 
of  development  is  currently  rated  as  low,  except  within  the  Lone  Pint 
Mining  District  where  they  are  rated  moderate. 

IX.   LANDS  AND  REALTY 

The  WSA  contains  840  acres  of  private  inholdings  in  16  parcels.  Most  of 
the  parcels  do  not  have  vehicular  access.  The  private  inholdings  are 
currently  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  There  are  no  known  plans  tc 
significantly  alter  management  of  the  private  inholdings. 

There  are  two  valid  powerline  right-of-ways  (R/W)  just  inside  the  western 
boundary.  The  western  R/W  has  a  750  KV  DC  powerline  and  an  access  road 
on  it.   The  eastern  R/W  is  for  a  proposed  powerline. 


i 


3-102 


Affected  Environment 


TABLE 


!  lotment 
Name 

:.er 

[d  Corral 
e  Lake 
lie  Basin 
lac re  Lakes 
Mountain 


Number 

Season  of 

Class  of 

%  Within 

Permittees 

Use 

Livestock 
Cattle/sheep 

WSA 

1 

04/16  to  07/31 

100 

2 

04/16  to  09/30 

Cattle 

90 

3 

04/16  to  10/15 

Cattle 

10 

1 

04/16  to  09/15 

Cattle 

50 

2 

04/16  to  08/31 

Cattle 

50 

1 

04/16  to  10/15 

Cattle/sheep 

25 
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WSA  boundary 

Private  land  within  WSA 

Potential   concealed  deposits  for  mercury,  base  and  precious  metal   sulfides. 


T]     Claim  block 


Approximate  boundary  of  Lone  Pine  Mining  District 

Prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal 
/£3§&   Prospectively  valuable  for  sodium  and  potassium 
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Environmental  Consequences 


CHAPTER  IV 

(TJ)DUCTION 

aper  IV  analyzes  the  environmental  consequences  of  the  alternatives, 
leading  the  Proposed  Action  for  each  WSA.  Each  analysis  will  be 
imunsurate  with  the  degree  of  expected  impact.  the  interdisciplinary  team 
tnnined  that  no  measurable  impacts  would  occur  to  topography,  soils,  air 
iaity,  climate,  vegetation,  water  resources,  or  fire  management,  and  these 
imanents  are  not  discussed  in  this  chapter. 

JC  ASSUMPTIONS 

Designation  or  non-designation  of  the  WSA  would  take  place  within  the  next 
five  years. 

Short-term  impacts,  for  the  purpose  of  this  EIS,  are  those  occurring 
within  five  years  after  designation.  Long-term  impacts  are  those 
occurring  more  than  five  years  after  designation. 

BLM  will  have  sufficient  funding  and  work  force  to  implement  the 
management  actions  chosen. 

If  an  area  is  designated  wilderness,  the  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy 
(September,  1981)  will  be  the  guide  to  those  activities  which  would  be 
permissible  in  that  area. 

If  an  area  is  not  designated  wilderness,  it  will  be  managed  in  accordance 
with  the  existing  land  use  plan  for  the  respective  area  and  currently 
applicable  laws  and  regulations. 

Range,  wildlife,  and  other  improvements  will  be  installed  and  maintained 
by  customary  methods  when  site  specific  environmental  assessments  show 
wilderness  resources  will  not  be  impaired. 

Any  area  designated  as  wilderness  will  be  managed  to  meet  the  visual 
resource  management  Class  I  objectives,  with  management  consideration 
given  to  valid  existing  rights  and  grandfathered  uses. 

IGATION  MEASURES 

impacts  resulting  from  the  alternatives  analyzed  in  this  document  are  a 
sequence  of  various  types  of  proposed  management  and  not  a  direct  result  of 
cific  proposed  actions. 

igation  will  be  included  in  site  specific  environmental  assessments  that 
required  prior  to  beginning  any  surface  disturbing  activities.   Therefore, 
mitigating  measures  will  be  discussed  here. 

ACTS  WHICH  VARY  BY  ALTERNATIVE 

the  following  section,  the  WSA's  are  individually  assessed  by  alternative 
impacts  resulting  from  wilderness  designation  or  non-designation. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

20,650  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  all  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  as  suitabl 
for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  re 
quired  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  th> 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management 
This  would  not,  however,  prevent  some  adverse  impacts  expected  to  affec 
the  wilderness  resource  even  with  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible 
multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting 
fishing) . 

i 
Overall  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  managemeiii 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  In  particular,  solitudi 
would  be  enhanced  in  Long  Canyon  and  in  the  southeast  end  of  the  WSi 
through  closure  of  the  Long  Canyon  and  The  Crossing  cherrystem  roads. 
Naturalness  would  also  be  slightly  enhanced  through  these  closures  b] 
eliminating  rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of  off  highway  vehicles  01 
WSA  lands  adjacent  to  these  roads.  Opportunities  for  primitive  am 
unconfined  recreation  through  the  WSA  'and  particularly  in  Willow  Creel 
Canyon  would  be  assured  through  the  elimination  of  motorized  use  ii 
portions  of  these  areas.  Special  values  that  would "  be  protected  undei 
this  alternative  include  high  scenic  and  archaeological  values  of  Willot 
Creek  Canyon. 

Despite  wilderness  designation  of  the  entire  WSA,  some  impacts  to  wilder- 
ness qualities  are  expected  to  occur  from  outside  influences.  The 
wilderness  characteristic  of  solitude  would  be  adversely  affected  to  i 
small  degree  by  off-site  sounds  from  seasonal  agricultural  activities  ir 
Willow  Creek  Valley  (tractor  noise),  vehicle  traffic  on  Horse  Lake  Roac 
and  Highway  139,  and  railroad  traffic  (1  to  4  trains/day)  on  tracks 
miles  east  of  the  WSA.  Periodic  motorized  access  for  maintenance  of 
range  facilities  would  also  adversely  affect  solitude  on  a  limited  basis. 

Non-wilderness  management  on  the  adjoining  lands  by  the  BLM  would  not  be 
expected  to  affect  wilderness  values.  The  predominant  use  of  these  lands 
is  livestock  grazing  and  this  is  not  expected  to  change  in  the  future. 
However,  non-wilderness  management  by  adjoining  private  landowners  may 
affect  wilderness  values  through  agricultural  activities  or  recreational 
development. 

None  of  the  private  lands  located  within  the  WSA  are  owned  by  livestock 
permittees.  There  are  13  parcels,  530  acres,  owned  by  9  owners  located 
totally  within  the  WSA.  These  lands  are  undeveloped  and  are  not  owned 
and  utilized  for  livestock  operations.   The  intended  use  of  these  parcels 
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by  the  landowners  is  unknown,  however,  parcel  size  and  location  make 
inholdings  potentially  valueable  for  hunting  and  fishing  cabins.  Con- 
struction of  such  facilities  would  create  unnatural  structures  in  areas 
with  little  natural  screening  and  moderate  levels  of  visitor  use  on 
adjacent  public  lands.  Such  structures  would  degrade  naturalness  in  the 
surrounding  public  lands  and  sounds  from  recreational  and  domestic  use 
would  degrade  solitude.  Impacts  would  be  relative  to  frequency  and  type 
of  use. 

The  majority  of  the  private  inholdings  have  no  physical  access.  BLM  is 
required  to  provide  reasonable  access  to  private  land  owners.  Where 
structural  development  is  planned,  reasonable  access  may  require  road 
construction  by  the  land  owners.  Such  activity  and  use  would  disturb 
solitude  and  result  in  the  addition  of  an  unnatural  feature  within  the 
WSA. 

Wilderness  values  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  where  off  road  vehicle 
use  is  difficult  to  control.  South  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon  and  along  the 
WSA's  east  boundary  the  open  terrain  and  lack  of  control  points  make  this 
a  significant  manageability  problem. 

The  periodic  use  of  ways  by  livestock  operators  for  the  maintenance  of 
existing  projects  will  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from  reverting 
back  to  a  natural  condition. 

As  a  result  of  land  use  planning  and  allotment  management  planning,  a 
need  for  construction  of  additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs, 
spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been  identified.  Projects  benefiting 
wildlife  (livestock  exclosure  fencing  or  water  rams  in  Willow  Creek)  have 
also  been  identified  as  necessary  to  meet  land  use  planning  goals.  These 
projects  are  expected  to  adversely  affect  naturalness  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding  improvement  in 
range  condition  or  wildlife  habitat  as  a  result  of  implementing  these 
projects  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  of  naturalness. 

Designation  of  the  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral  develop- 
ment. This  would  benefit  naturalness  and  solitude  although  potential  for 
development  appears  low.  With  all  of  the  area  designated  wilderness, 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  also  be  preserved  in  the  southern  end  of 
the  WSA  by  precluding  development  of  this  area  as  part  of  a  Trans  Sierra 
Utility  Corridor. 

MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development 
of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be 
low.  While  the  lack  of  information  prevents  specific  consequences  to  be 
identified,  it  is  clear  that  development  of  any  minerals  within  the  WSA 
would  be  much  more  costly  if  designated,  due  to  restrictions  on  mining 
operations. 
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An  all  wilderness  designation  will  also  preclude  use  of  the  southen 
portion  of  the  WSA  from  Willow  Creek  south  for  a  utility  corridor. 
Impact  of  this  is  considered  moderate  since  alternate  alignment  furthe; 
south  appears  difficult  due  to  private  land. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestocl 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not  onl) 
the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in  exis- 
tence when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  ot 
existing  livestock  operations.  Designation  would  slightly  increase  the 
permittees  operating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on  the  use  of  vehicles 
within  the  WSA  for  inspection  and  salting.  This  will  not  be  a  signif- 
icant impact.  Nine  reservoirs,  2  developed  springs  and  8  miles  of  fence 
exist  currently  that  would  need  periodic  maintenance.  Non-vehiculai 
maintenance  in  wilderness  is  preferred  in  maintaining  existing  facilities 
although  vehicle  access  may  be  allowed  where  no  other  feasible  alter- 
native exists.  As  a  result,  some  increased  costs  for  maintenance  of 
range  improvements  will  exist.  The  construction  of  additional  grazing 
facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fencing)  would  be  allowed 
(BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy),  provided  they  are  needed  to  maintair 
or  enhance  wilderness  qualities.  The  number  and  location  of  facilities 
needed  will  be  determined  in  the  South  Horse  Lake  Allotment  Management 
Plan  to  be  completed  in  approximately  5  years. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lower 
hunting  pressure  on  upland  game  birds  due  to  closure  of  ways.  Hunters 
could  only  enter  on  foot  or  by  horseback  from  the  periphery.  The 
additional  effort  to  get  into  portions  of  the  WSA,  particularly  Long 
Canyon,  is  expected  to  turn  many  hunters  away.  Impact  on  big  game  is  not 
expected  to  be  significant  as  hunting  is  presently  limited  by  quotas. 
Overall  benefits  to  wildlife  is  expected  through  reduced  human  presence 
in  the  areas  of  deer  and  pronghorn  winter  range,  migration  corridors  and 
on  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,   the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 

Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 

afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure 
long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependent  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
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that  is  not.  A  moderate  drop  in  hunting  use  of  the  area  is  expected  to 
occur  due  to  motorized  access  restrictions,  while  wilderness  use  is 
expected  to  increase  slightly.  Much  of  the  2,400  hunter  days  that  occur 
in  the  WSA  require  walk  in  access  from  boundaries  or  short  access  ways. 
Therefore,  adverse  impact  to  hunters  will  not  be  high.  Areas  where 
impacts  will  be  highest  are  in  Long  Canyon  and  on  The  Crossing  road. 
Fishing  use  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  since  most  of  Willow 
Creek  within  the  WSA  is  near  the  roaded  boundaries. 

Many  fishing  access  points  require  walk  in  access  from  these  roads 
because  of  the  steep  canyon  walls  that  prevent  drive  in  access.  Con- 
venient access  to  The  Crossing  from  the  west,  however,  will  be  blocked 
and  require  a  1  mile  walk.  Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  primarily 
related  to  Willow  Creek.  Most  increased  use  is  expected  to  concentrate 
along  this  6  mile  canyon.  Excellent  hiking,  sightseeing  and  fair  to  good 
fishing  opportunities  may  attract  increased  use.  Total  visitor  use, 
however,  is  not  expected  to  increase  dramatically  upon  designation. 
Increases  that  occur  may  counteract  declines  in  vehicle  associated  hunter 
use.  Concentrations  of  use  presently  experienced  on  weekends  during  the 
fall  hunting  season  should  be  spread  out  more  evenly  over  a  longer  season 
of  use.  The  displacement  of  motorized  use  is  expected  to  have  an  overall 
negative  impact  on  recreational  hunting. 

CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  likelihood  that  willderness  visitors  would 
be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations.  However,  much  of 
the  known  archaeological  resources  are  located  in  Willow  Creek  Canyon 
where  motorized  access  is  not  possible.  Beneficial  impacts  would 
therefore  be  slight. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  livestock  grazing  and  recrea- 
tion in  this  Chapter,  these  two  major  activities  involved  with  economic 
factors  would  be  impacted  slightly.  The  permittees  who  use  the  WSA  for 
their  livestock  would  have  slightly  elevated  operating  costs  due  to 
restrictions  on  vehicle  access.  This  would  be  due  to  the  increased  time 
involved  to  inspect  projects  and  conditions  on  horseback  versus  in  a 
vehicle.  In  addition,  the  economic  loss  due  to  a  slower  return  of 
grazing  privileges  is  minimal.  Although  mineral  values  are  unknown,  the 
expected  probability  of  development  is  rated  low.  This  economic  impact 
is  expected  to  be  minimal.  No  significant  social  impacts  would  occur  as 
a  result  of  wilderness  designation.  Adverse  impacts  to  local  economics 
because  of  hunting  reductions  would  be  slight  because  the  area  remains 
available  for  hunting  use  with  access  restrictions  in  only  2  areas. 
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WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 


48  460  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 



This    alternative    recommends    all    of    the    Five    Snrin»c    uca  •      L, 

Overall      the  designation   of   all    of    the   WSA  would   be   beneficial    t-«  „;ih 
ness     values     because     of     statutory     protection    J J    management obj"     ^ 

t^sgn:L\°JtZTlehT    ValUeS*      "'J   WllderneSS    Val-    P-ecte'd 
untiP,      f       T    u  ,       8G     areaS     °f     aPParent     naturalness     and     oppor- 

tlS   tfOV     bot,h     solltude      ^d     Primitive     and     unconfined     recreati  on 
throughout  most    of    the    vear   exr^nf    H,,,-;™   u      *■  J-t^reacion 

of  hunting  use  reduce  o&"  S.  foVTolUude?  SeaS°n  "^  high  UwU 
^^^JZjtltT^^'    reCreation   «*»    throughout    the   WSA   with  use 

cr::r:„dacrr\VMountrars.open  ridges  and  c^°ns  °f «« s™. «- 

Special     features    are     limited    within    the    WSA    as     t-h*     ™*     u 

relief    and    contains    vegetative    feature.    ^0.^0^  "gioS"    Tell  - 

te8sCaa  eVaioUceatedrealonee  *g*    "*%"    fMtU™   *tW»   ^   WSA        Identifi  d 
with     the     De  r   (al°MnVtheiSOUthweStern    ed8e    of    the    WSA    in    association 

Potential  for 'addition'  "^  Re§1Ster  °iStrict  ^St  outside  the  WSA. 
out   the  WSA         addltl°nal    sites    xs    good   near    natural    water    areas    through- 

or^usen  Va]UeS  W°Ul?  n0t  ^  aff6Cted  by  anv  off"site  -Shts  and  sounds 
the  southwest  JOirnH  "T  **•  ""  WGSt'  n°rth'  eaSt  and  Southeast.  On 
fields mav     1  f  agricultural    machinery     in     adjacent     irrigated 

tields      may      adversely      impact      opportunities      for      solitude      within     the 

1"  r^terTheSl°oPed  °f  the  WSA*  ImpaCtS  are  -termi^ent  and^  Ight  ^ 
prWit;  BLM  ifn  "T'  USe  °f  adJaC6nt  non--lderneSs  land,  which  is 
primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to 
change   significantly   in  the   future.  expected   to 

through    T"015    "?    lOUtUde    fr°m   motorized    vehicle    use    would    be    reduced 

4  mnes  ntTthe  wl^T?  ^  and  aCC6SS  WavS  that  Penetrate  up  to 
4    miles     into     the    WSA.       Primary     benefits    would     occur     during     the     fall 

th^^orr^'bv"3!-1^33  W°Uld  alS°  bG  Sl^htlv  enhanced  through 
these    closures    by    eliminating    rutting    caused    by    wet     season    use    of    off 

highway  vehicles  on  WSA   lands   adjacent   to   these   access  ways. 

1 
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Designation  of  all  the  WSA  will  also  serve  to  protect  the  wilderness 
values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and  unauthorized  road 
building. 

Seven  private  inholding  totaling  520  acres  and  one  640  acre  state  section 
are  managed  for  livestock  grazing.  Where  feasible,  motorized  access  into 
private  inholdings  would  continue  to  be  necessary.  Slight  adverse  im- 
pacts to  solitude  would  result.  Motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock 
operations  and  periodic  acces  for  maintenance,  all  provided  for  under  BLM 
Wilderness  Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  Such 
occasional  use  of  ways  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from 
reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

In  spite  of  closures  most  periferal  portions  of  the  WSA  and  the  upper 
reaches  of  Stony  Creek  will  be  impacted  by  uncontrollable  vehicle 
:  access.  These  areas  are  located  along  a  half  to  three  mile  wide  area 
around  the  WSA's  south,  west,  north  and  southeast  boundaries.  The 
topography  and  lack  of  control  points  to  regulate  vehicle  access  do  not 
allow  reasonable  control  of  current  vehicle  use.  Construction  of 
effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would  continue  to 
freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  This  activity  would  degrade 
wilderness  naturalness  through  increasing  vehicle  tracks  and  establishing 
new  ways.  Slight  to  high  adverse  impacts  on  solitude  would  also  occur 
depending  upon  the  time  of  year  with  the  highest  adverse  impact  occurring 
during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Control  of  these  impacts  on  wilderness 
qualities  through  patrol  would  be  highly  expensive  due  to  the  large  areas 
requiring  patrol  and  impractical  because  of  the  open  terrain  and  the 
lower  quality  wilderness  values  impacted  in  these  ares  in  comparison  to 
the  rest  of  the  WSA. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  a  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  slightly  impair  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness. 

Designation  of  the  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral  develop- 
ment. This  would  benefit  naturalness  and  solitude.  With  all  of  the  area 
designated  wilderness,  naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  preserved  along 
a  portion  of  the  WSA  on  the  southern  boundary  by  precluding  development 
of  this  area  as  part  of  a  Trans  Sierra  Utility  Corridor. 

MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  this  area  would  remove  it  from  mineral  exploration  and 
development.  However,  no  interest  has  been  shown  in  these  areas  for 
minerals  and  three  oil  and  gas  leases  have  not  been  developed.  Impacts 
are  expected  to  be  low.   If  a  significant  resource  was  discovered  after 
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designation   and   no   valid   existing   rights   had   been   established 
development  would  be  precluded.   Impact  is  considered  low. 

Use  of  a  segment  of  one  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  that  passes 
through  a  portion  of  the  WSA's  southern  side  would  be  precluded.  This 
alignment,  is  considered  a  high  priority  route  (Sierra  Pacific  Power 
Company,  5-15-84).  Three  alternate  alignments  exist  outside  the  WSA. 
One  of  these  does  not  pass  through  any  other  WSAs  in  this  EIS  and  could 
be  used  if  the  all  wilderness  alternative  were  implemented.  However, 
alternative  alignments  are  necessary  for  long  term  utility  corridor 
planning  and  development.  Therefore,  as  part  of  the  all  wilderness 
alternative,  all  wilderness  in  the  Five  Springs  WSA  would  have  a 
moderately  adverse  impact  on  power  corridor  alignments. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not  only 
the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in  exis- 
tence when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  Designation  would  slightly  increase  the 
permittees  operating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on  the  use  of  vehicles 
within  the  WSA  for  inspection  and  salting.  This  will  not  be  a  sig- 
nificant impact.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  the  sheep 
operation,  since  motorized  vehicle  use  is  considered  the  minimum  nec- 
essary to  conduct  the  operation  and  would,  therefore,  still  be  allowed 
(BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

Under  this  alternative  8  reservoirs,  9  developed  springs,  and  1  mile  of 
existing  and  6  miles  of  planned  fence  would  need  periodic  maintenance. 
Non  vehicular  maintenance  in  wilderness  is  preferred  in  maintaining 
existing  facilities  although  vehicle  access  may  be  allowed  where  no  other 
feasible  alternative  exists.  As  a  result,  some  increased  costs  for 
maintenance  of  range  improvements  will  exist.  The  construction  of 
additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and 
fencing)  would  be  allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy),  provided 
they  are  needed  to  maintain  or  enhance  wilderness  qualities. 

The  number  and  location  of  facilities  needed  is  being  determined  in  the 
Twin  Peaks  Allotment  Management  Plan  to  be  completed  and  implemented  by 
1985.  Additional  waters  have  been  identified  as  needed  throughout  the 
WSA. 

Consequences  of  foregoing  additional  improvements  would  be  a  slower 
improvement  in  overall  range  condition  towards  objectives  set  forth  in 
the  Cal  Neva  Land  Use  Plan.  This  in  turn  results  in  a  slower  return  of 
increased  available  forage  to  the  livestock  permittees,  up  to  thevt 
currently  recognized  grazing  privileges.   Impact  will  be  slight. 
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WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 


The  wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation.  Past  gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  outside 
the  WSA. 

WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lower 
vehicle  associated  hunting  pressure  on  big  game  and  upland  game  birds  due 
to  internal  way  closures.  Wilderness  designation  would  have  an  overall 
beneficial  impact  to  wildlife  through  the  overall  resource  protection 
from  human  disturbances,  in  particular:  to  deer  winter  range,  deer 
fawning  areas,  antelope  kidding  grounds  and  antelope  yearlong  range. 
Potential  wildlife  benefitting  facilities  would  have  to  conform  with 
procedures  that  protect  wilderness  values.  No  impact  would  occur  in  the 
! near  future  as  no  facilities  are  planned. 

.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 

Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 

afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure 
long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

I  RECREATION 

1  Reduced  hunting  use  of  the  area  is  expected  to  occur  due  to  motorized 
1  restrictions.  Impacts  will  be  greatest  along  the  peripheral  north,  west, 
and  south  boundaries  of  the  WSA,  where  motorized  cross  country  access  is 
an  integral  part  of  the  5,600  hunter  days  that  occur  in  the  WSA.  Wilder- 
ness use  is  expected  to  increase  but,  is  not  expected  to  counteract  the 
'  decline  in  hunting  use.  Concentrations  of  use  presently  experienced  on 
weekends  during  the  fall  hunting  season  (4  months)  should  decline. 
Wilderness  use  should  be  spread  out  more  evenly  as  a  long  season  of  use 
is  available  (8  months  or  more).  Occasional  motorcycle  trail  riding 
through  the  WSA  would  be  precluded.  Impact  is  slight  because  of  low 
levels  of  use. 

I  CULTURAL  RESOURCE 

Impacts  occurring  to  cultural  resources  as  a  result  of  wilderness 
designation  will  be  both  benefical  and  adverse.  Adverse  impacts  include 
higher  costs  of  maintaining  mandated  cultural  programs  and  E.I.S. 
commitments,  such  as  site  surveillance,  monitoring,  and  protection 
programs,  due  to  limited  vehicle  access.  The  major  benefit  of  wilderness 
designation  is  that  public  access  to  cultural  resources,  especially  those 
interested  in  vandalizing  sites,  is  limited  due  to  closure  of  vehicle 
access  routes  and  other  restrictions. 
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IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Designation  of  the  WSA  as  all  wilderness  would  have  a  slight  advers 
economic  impact  on  the  area.  This  is  based  on  the  impacts  documente 
under  livestock  grazing  and  recreation  in  this  Chapter.  The  permittee 
who  use  the  WSA  for  their  livestock  would  have  slightly  elevated  oper 
ating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on  vehicle  access.  This  would  be  due  t 
the  increased  time  involved  to  inspect  projects  and  conditions  o 
horseback  versus  in  a  vehicle.  The  economic  loss  due  to  a  slower  retur 
of  grazing  privileges  is  minimal.  Trapper  use  would  decline  due  t 
vehicle  restrictions  and  a  small  impact  to  trapper  income  would  result. 

Recreational  hunting  use,  presently  estimated  at  5,600  visitor  day 
annually,  is  expected  to  decline  with  vehicle  access  restrictions  I 
popular  hunting  areas  within  the  WSA.  This  impact  would  be  adverse  b 
the  hunters  and  in  combination  with  the  restrictions  of  all  wilderness  oi 
the  other  WSA's  in  the  area  would  cause  a  moderate  adverse  impact  ti1 
hunting  related  revenues  in  local  communities. 

The  area's  mineral  values  are  considered  low.   The  expected  probabilit; 
of  development  is  presently  rated  low,  thus  economic  impact  would  bt 

expected  to  be  low. 

No  significant  social  impacts  would  occur  as  a  result  of  wildernes: 
designation. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAINS 

63,790  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  all  of  the  Skedaddle  WSA  as  suitable  foi 
wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  b) 
FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness 
values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management.  All  wildernes 
compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.  livestock  grazing 
hunting) . 


: 


.' 


Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  undei 
this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  reducec 
through  closure  of  access  roads  and  ways  that  penetrate  from  1  to  6  miles 
into  the  WSA.  Primary  benefits  would  occur  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Naturalness  would  also  be  slightly  enhanced  through  thest 
closures  by  eliminating  rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of  off  highway 
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vehicles  on  WSA  lands  adjacent  to  these  access  ways.  Preservation  of 
naturalness  would  also  be  assured  in  2  areas  which  under  no  wilderness 
may  be  developed  for  utility  corridors. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  excellent  in  the  large  rugged 
area  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  designation  will  protect  the  features  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  that  are  contained  in  this  mountainous  land 
mass.  Designation  of  all  the  WSA  will  also  serve  to  protect  the  wilder- 
ness values  of  the  entire  area  from  mineral  development  and  unauthorized 
road  building. 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  by  wilderness  designation  include 
moderate  to  high  scenic  qualities  in  the  mountainous  portions  of  the  WSA, 
raptor  nesting  areas,  and  natural  appearing  landscapes,  particularly  in 
the  rugged  canyons  of  the  Skedaddles,  Amedees  and  Wendel  Cliffs. 

Naturalness  within  the  WSA  is  minimally  impacted  by  livestock  watering 
facilities  (small  earthen  dam  type  reservoirs,  developed  springs). 
Vegetation  around  a  small  area  adjacent  to  the  water  developments  appears 
unnatural  because  repeat  livestock  use  of  the  area  tramples  the  vegeta- 
I tion.  However,  natural  vegetation  of  reservoir  dams  and  their  location 
within  drainages  that  screen  them  from  adjacent  areas  makes  the  overall 
adverse  impact  on  naturalness  small. 

The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land,  which  is  primarily 
BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change 
significantly  in  the  future.  Ten  private  inholdings  are  also  used 
primarily  for  grazing  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change.  However, 
vehicle  traffic  into  private  inholdings,  motorized  access  necessary  for 
livestock  operations  and  periodic  access  for  maintenance,  all  provided 
for  under  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at 
intervals.  Such  occasional  use  of  access  ways  will  also  prevent  these 
man  made  intrusions  from  reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

The  south  and  southwestern  sides  of  the  WSA  are  subject  to  off-site 
sights  and  sounds.  Outside  influences  result  from:  Vehicle  use  and 
ocassional  aircraft  landing  at  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  located  2  to  5  miles 
south  of  the  WSA;  explosions  at  the  Depot's  ammunition  demolition  area 
located  adjacent  to  the  WSA  with  the  actual  demolition  facility  located  1 
mile  from  the  WSA  boundary;  Southern  Pacific  trains  that  run  on  an 
average  of  2  times/day  (10  to  20  minutes  duration/passage)  on  a  track 
within  |  to  4  miles  south  of  the  WSA;  sounds  from  a  geothermal /wood- 
burning  power  plant  proposed  for  construction  in  1985  2  miles  west  of  the 
WSA;  and  sound  from  regular  but  unorganized  motorcycle  riding  on  sand  and 
gravel  slopes  that  form  the  basal  area  along  the  WSA's  south  and 
south-west  sides. 

These  features  adversely  impact  solitude  within  the  WSA  on  an  inter- 
mittent basis.  The  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  site  is  used  on  an 
occasional  to  daily  basis  depending  upon  workload  demands.  Demolitions 
are  usually  scheduled  in  the  afternoon  and  consist  of  single  to  multiple 
detonations  generally  within  a  one  hour  period.   Exceptions  to  this  do 
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occur.  Impacts  of  the  blasts  are  loud  explosive  sounds  similar  to  sonic 
booms  that  are  heard  throughout  the  region.  Greatest  sound  impact  is  or, 
the  south  facing  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains.  Dust  and  smoke  clouds 
linger  following  detonations.  Dispersal  of  these  clouds  is  dependent 
upon  the  wind.  Detonations  are  generally  scheduled  when  prevailing  winds 
will  assure  good  dispersal,  which  usually  occurs  in  an  easterly  or 
northeasterly  direction  soon  after  detonation. 

Southern  Pacific  trains  running  south  of  the  WSA  create  low  level  sounc 
impacts  throughout  the  WSA.  The  extent  of  impact  is  dependent  upon  wino 
direction  and  velocity.  Motorcycle  riding  south  of  the  WSA  causes  sounc 
impacts  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  WSA.  Impacts  are  intermittent, 
usually  occurring  on  weekends.  Development  of  a  geothermal/woodburning 
power  plant  2  miles  west  of  the  WSA  would  cause  sound  impacts  to  the  WS/ 
through  release  of  steam  and  turbine  noise  upwind  of  the  WSA.  Extent  of 
this  impact  is  not  yet  known. 

Adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  within  the  WSA  caused  by  outside  in- 
fluences result  from  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  activities.  Smoke 
and  dust  clouds  caused  by  the  explosions  are  evident  from  within  parts  of 
the  WSA  and  occasionally  pass  over  the  WSA  during  dispersal. 

In  spite  of  closures  on  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  where  topograph} 
enables  effective  control  of  vehicles,  portions  of  the  WSA  will  be 
impacted  by  uncontrollable  vehicle  access.  These  areas  are  locatec 
around  the  edges  of  the  WSA  west  of  the  Amedee  Cliffs;  in  the  northwest 
portion  of  the  WSA;  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  north  of  the 
Jenkins,  Willow  and  Morgan  Springs  area;  and  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  WSA  below  South  Fork  Reservoir.  The  open  terrain  and  lack  of  control 
points  to  regulate  vehicle  access  do  not  allow  for  reasonable  control  of 
vehicle  use  in  these  areas. 

Construction  of  effective  vehicle  barriers  would  be  impossible  in  these 
open  areas  and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of 
the  WSA.  This  activity  would  degrade  wilderness  naturalness  througr 
increasing  vehicle  tracks  and  establishing  new  ways.  Slight  to  higr 
adverse  impacts  on  solitude  would  also  occur  depending  upon  the  time  of 
year  with  the  highest  adverse  impact  occurring  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Control  of  these  impacts  on  wilderness  qualities  through  patrol 
would  be  highly  expensive  due  to  the  large  areas  requiring  patrol  anc 
impractical  because  of  the  lower  quality  wilderness  values  impacted  ir 
these  areas  in  comparison  to  the  rest  of  the  WSA. 

Mineral  development  would  adversely  affect  wilderness  values,  however,  at 
this  time  no  active  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  prospectively  valuable 
areas  of  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  within  the  WSA.  If 
development  of  the  grandfathered  perlite  claims  did  occur,  impacts  tc 
solitude  and  naturalness  would  be  low  because  the  canyon  location  of  the 
claims  screens  the  area  from  the  rest  of  the  WSA. 
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MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 


Designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  remove  it  from  mineral 
exploration  and  development,  except  for  the  area  covered  by  7  pre-FLPMA 
placer  claims.  These  claims  could  be  developed  under  wilderness.  No 
active  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  WSA  for  other  minerals  and  impacts 
are  expected  to  be  low. 

Development  of  the  2  tracks  of  the  Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area 
within  the  WSA  would  be  subject  to  restrictions  to  protect  wilderness 
values  and  other  resource  values  that  contribute  to  wilderness  (i.e., 
wildlife).  Restrictions  that  would  allow  resource  utilization  include 
off  site  drilling  and  off site  facility  development.  Development  of  much 
of  the  prospectively  valuable  geothermal  portion  of  the  WSA  is  limited  by 
off  site  distance  from  the  resource.  Commercial  removal  of  sand  and 
gravel  from  ancient  lakebed  deposits  on  the  western  edge  of  the  WSA  would 
be  precluded.  In  addition,  two  potential  utility  corridor  routes  will  be 
foregone.  Two  other  alternate  alignments  exist  outside  the  Skedaddle 
WSA.  One  of  these  does  not  pass  through  any  other  WSAs  in  this  EIS  and 
could  be  used  if  the  all  wilderness  alternative  were  implemented. 
However,  alternative  alignments  are  necessary  for  long  term  utility 
corridor  planning  and  development.  Therefore,  as  part  of  the  all 
wilderness  alternative,  all  wilderness  in  the  Skedaddle  WSA  would  have  a 
moderately  adverse  impact  on  power  corridor  alignments.  In  respect  to 
other  mineral  resources,  if  a  significant  resource  was  discovered  after 
designation  and  no  valid  existing  rights  had  been  established,  devel- 
opment would  be  precluded.   Impacts  are  considered  to  be  low. 

LJ  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not 
only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation,  since  motorized  vehicle  use  is  considered  the 
minimum  necessary  to  conduct  the  operation  and  would,  therefore,  still  be 
allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

Twenty  six  reservoirs,  15  developed  springs,  and  6  miles  of  fence  would 
need  periodic  maintenance.  Non-vehicular  maintenance  in  wilderness  is 
i  preferred  in  maintaining  existing  facilities  although  vehicle  access  may 
be  allowed  where  no  other  feasible  alternative  exists.  As  a  result,  some 
increased  costs  for  maintenance  of  range  improvements  will  exist.  The 
construction  of  additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring 
developments  and  fencing)  would  be  allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management 
Policy),  provided  they  are  needed  to  maintain  or  enhance  wilderness 
qualities.  Additional  waters  have  been  identified  in  the  Cal  Neva 
Planning  Unit  Management  Framework  Plan  as  needed  throughout  the  WSA. 


4-13 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  I 

The  number  and  location  of  facilities  needed  is  being  determined  in  the 
south  Twin  Peaks  and  Deep  Cut  allotment  management  plans  to  be  completed 
and  implemented  by  1985. 

Consequences  of  foregoing  additional  improvements  would  be  a  slower 
improvement  in  overall  range  condition  towards  objectives  set  forth  in 
the  Cal  Neva  land  use  plan.  This  in  turn  results  in  a  slower  return  of 
increased  available  forage  to  the  livestock  permittees,  up  to  their 
currently  recognized  grazing  privileges.   Impact  will  be  slight. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation.  Gathering  has  been  successful  using  trap  sites  located  just 
outside  the  WSA.  Continued  use  of  aircraft  for  gathering  within  the  WSA, 
will  require  approval  of  the  BLM  State  Director. 

! 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lower 
vehicle  associated  hunting  pressure  on  big  game  and  upland  game  birds  due 
to  internal  road  closures.  Wilderness  designation  would  have  an  overall 
beneficial  impact  to  wildlife  through  the  overall  resource  protection 
from  human  disturbances,  in  particular:  to  deer  and  antelope  winter 
range,  antelope  kidding  grounds,  deer  fawning  areas,  antelope  and  deer 
yearlong  range,  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  and  raptor  nesting  areas. 
However,  wilderness  designation  may  restrict,  but  not  prevent,  wildlife 
habitat  improvements.  Restrictions  would  be  designed  to  protect  wilder- 
ness naturalness  and  solitude  through  facility  design  modifications  and 
timing  of  construction  to  minimize  impacts  to  wilderness  visitors. 
Wildlife  facilities  would  improve  wildlife  populations,  which  have  beer 
identified  as  an  enhancement  to  the  Skedaddle  WSA.  Wildlife  facilities 
would,  therefore,  be  allowed  subject  to  the  previously  discussed  pro- 
visions. At  this  time,  however,  no  additional  wildlife  facilities  are 
planned  within  the  WSA. 

Designation  would  adversely  impact  one  to  two  fur  trappers  who  would  not 
be  able  to  use  motorized  vehicles  to  reach  trap  sites. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  1 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protectior 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long- 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Reduced  hunting  use  of  the  area  is  expected  to  occur  due  to  motorize* 
restrictions.  Greatest  impact  will  be  on  chukar  hunters.  Areas  wher< 
impacts  will  be  greatest  are  along  the  north  and  east  sides  of  the  WSA 
where  broad  open  slopes  afford  access  on  ways  or  cross  country  to  th< 
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more  rugged  slopes  preferred  for  chukar  hunting.  A  significant  drop  in 
the  estimated  4,200  annual  hunter  days  in  the  area  would  be  expected  due 
to  access  restrictions.  Quality  hunting  would,  however,  remain  or  be 
enhanced  through  reduced  hunter  pressure.  Wilderness  use  is  expected  to 
increase  but,  is  not  expected  to  counteract  the  decline  in  hunting  use. 
Concentrations  of  use  presently  experienced  on  weekends  during  the  fall 
hunting  season  (4  months)  should  decline.  Wilderness  use  should  be 
spread  out  more  evenly  as  a  long  season  of  use  is  available  (8  months  or 
more) . 

H CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  case 
excavations.  Increased  costs  for  monitoring  sites  would  result  from 
limitations  on  motorized  access.  This  impact,  however,  would  be  slight 
since  most  sites  are  in  canyons  or  on  hillsides  where  vehicle  access  is 
presently  difficult  or  impossible. 

.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  overall  slight  to 
moderate  adverse  economic  impact  on  the  area.  This  is  based  on  the 
impacts  documented  under  livestock  grazing  and  recreation  in  this 
Chapter.  The  livestock  permittees  who  use  the  WSA  for  their  livestock 
:  would  have  slightly  elevated  operating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on 
vehicle  access.  This  would  be  due  to  the  increased  time  involved  to 
inspect  projects  and  conditions  on  horseback  versus  in  a  vehicle.  The 
loss  due  to  a  slower  return  of  grazing  privileges  is  minimal.  Trapper 
use  would  decline  due  to  vehicle  restrictions  and  a  small  impact  on 
trapper  income  would  result. 

Recreational  hunting  use,  presently  estimated  at  4,200  visitor  days 
annually,  is  expected  to  decline  with  vehicle  access  restrictions  to 
popular  hunting  areas  within  the  WSA.  This  impact  would  be  adverse  to 
the  hunters  and  would  cause  a  slight  to  moderate  adverse  economic  impact 
to  hunting  related  revenues  in  local  communities. 

Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present  the  expected  probability 
of  development  is  rated  low.  Thus,  economic  impact  is  expected  to  be 
low.  Development  of  the  existing  perlite  claim  could  occur  under 
wilderness  because  the  claimant  has  pre-existing  rights.  No  adverse 
economic  impact  would  therefore  occur  to  the  claimant. 

Operation  of  the  adjacent  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility  would 
not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation.  Demolition  activities  are 
occurring  within  existing  Class  II  air  quality  standards  set  by  the  State 
of  California.  Upon  wilderness  designation,  Class  II  standards  applied 
to  wilderness  would  already  be  met  under  the  existing  standards.  Landing 
of  military  aircraft  within  the  WSA  adjacent  to  the  demolition  area  for 
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occasional  security  reasons  would  be  able  to  continue  because  under  BLi 
Wilderness  Management  Policy,  where  landing  of  aircraft  occurred  prior  ti 
wilderness  designation,  it  may  continue  following  designation. 

Utilization  of  the  two  parcels  of  the  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Are, 
within  the  WSA  nay  be  allowed  to  occur  if  adequate  protection  of  wilder- 
ness and  resource  values  that  contribute  to  wilderness  qualities  (i.e., 
wildlife)  can  be  protected.  Exploration  and  development  of  the  poten- 
tially valuable  portion  of  the  WSA  for  geothermal  may  be  restricted 
because  in  the  rugged  mountainous  area,  exploration  and  development  woult 
require  significant  disturbance  of  the  WSA  for  drill  site  operations, 
Off  site  drilling  may  be  limited  by  the  distance  from  the  resource. 

Under  this,  the  all  wilderness  alternative,  the  limited  area  available 
for  development  of  potential  utility  corridor  alignments  would  create 
increased  costs  to  the  utility  industry  by  reducing  their  options  ir 
developing  the  most  direct  and  least  costly  utility  corridor  alignment. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

95,025  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  all  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses 
would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under 
this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  type  recrea- 
tion. Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be 
reduced  through  closure  of  peripheral  access  ways  that  penetrate  from  1/2 
to  5  1/2  miles  into  the  WSA.  Naturalness  would  also  be  slightly  enhanced 
through  these  closures  by  eliminating  rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of 
off  highway  vehicles  on  WSA  lands  adjacent  to  these  access  ways.  Preser- 
vation of  naturalness  would  also  be  assured  in  3  areas,  which  under  no 
wilderness  may  be  developed  for  utility  corridors. 

Designation  of  all  the  WSA  will  also  serve  to  protect  the  wilderness 
values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and  unauthorized  road 
building. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  abound  throughout  the  WSA.  Most  of  the  WSA's 
90,000+  acres  are  virtually  undisturbed  by  factors  that  adversely  impact 
solitude.   Apparent  naturalness  occurs  throughout  the  WSA. 
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Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  available  throughout  the  WSA, 
however,  areas  of  highest  interest  are  located  on  the  northern  and 
eastern  portions  of  the  WSA  where  the  canyons,  peaks  and  escarpments  of 
Dry  Valley  Rim  provide  good  opportunities  for  challenging  hiking, 
exploration,  and  destination  type  features.  Features  of  particular 
interest  are  Red  Rock,  Parker,  and  Thomas  Canyons,  and  Dry  Valley  Ridge 
Crest. 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  centered  around  Dry  Valley  Rim  and 
wildlife.  The  rim  provides  scenic  interest,  dramatic  vertical  relief, 
and  affords  excellent  vistas  from  atop  its  1000  to  1500  foot  escarpment. 
Wildlife  is  also  of  particular  interest  in  the  WSA  with  good  oppor- 
tunities for  viewing  deer,  antelope,  sagegrouse,  chukar  and  golden 
eagles.   Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  are  also  good. 

The  southern  end  of  the  WSA  would  be  adversely  impacted  by  the  off-site 
sights  and  sounds  of  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  demolition  area,  and  from  the 
sound  of  one  to  five  daily  freight  trains  that  pass  to  the  south  and  east 
of  the  WSA.  Duration  of  passage  is  from  10  to  20  minutes  per  train. 
Adverse  impacts  from  demolition  activities  are  the  loud  sounds  from 
single  to  multiple  explosions  and  airborne  smoke  and  dust  clouds  that 
dissipate  over  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  that  is  down  wind  from  the 
demolition  site.  Non-wilderness  management  of  surrounding  BLM  land  is 
for  livestock  grazing  which  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect 
wilderness  values  or  experiences.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  change 
significantly  in  the  future. 

Eight  private  inholdings  totaling  520  acres  are  also  used  primarily  for 
grazing  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change.  However,  vehicle  traffic 
into  private  inholdings,  motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock  opera- 
tions and  periodic  access  for  maintenance  all  provided  for  under  BLM 
Wilderness  Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  Such 
occasional  use  of  ways  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from 
reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

There  are  li  miles  of  a  20'  wide  distributed  surface  above  an  underground 
telephone  cable  in  the  northwestern  edge  of  the  WSA.  In  addition,  five 
placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  No 
development  has  occurred  in  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for  future 
development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed  location  of 
the  claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  Three  potential  alignments  for 
utility  corridors  have  been  proposed  along  the  north,  west  and  east  sides 
of  the  WSA.  Livestock  water  facilities  and  access  ways  that  penetrate 
from  1  to  5  miles  into  the  WSA  are  scattered  throughout  the  WSA,  but  are 
low  profile  and  overall  do  not  adversely  impact  naturalness. 

Some  parts  of  the  WSA  could  not  be  effectively  managed  to  preserve  the 
wilderness  character  after  all  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  are  closed  at 
the  present  boundaries.  Open  terrain  adjacent  to  much  of  the  west  and 
south  boundaries  and  along  portions  of  the  east  boundary  afford  numerous 
opportunities  for  cross  country  vehicle  travel  that  occurs  in  association 
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with  hunting.  Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  an 
vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  Thi 
activity  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness  naturalness  through  increasin; 
vehicle  tracks  and  establishing  new  ways.  Slight  to  high  adverse  impact 
on  solitude  would  also  occur  depending  upon  the  time  of  year  with  thr 
highest  adverse  impact  occuring  during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Contro 
of  these  impacts  on  wilderness  qualities  through  patrol  would  be  highl 
expensive  due  to  the  large  areas  requiring  patrol  and  impractical  becaus 
of  the  lower  quality  wilderness  values  impacted  in  these  areas  i: 
comparison  to  the  rest  of  the  WSA. 

Grazing  and  five  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfather 
uses.  Grazing  use  would  not  degrade  wilderness.  Mining  claim  develop 
ment  would  degrade  naturalness  and  solitude,  but  development  potential  i 
considered  low. 

As  a  result  of  land  use  planning  and  allotment  management  planning, 
need  for  constuction  of  additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  an 
spring  developments)  has  been  identified.  These  projects  are  expected  t 
minimally  degrade  naturalness  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility 
However,  the  corresponding  improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  o 
implementing  grazing  systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  t 
naturalness  and  no  valid  pre-FLPMA  rights  exist  in  the  area. 


II.   MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 



Designation  of  this  area  would  remove  it  from  development  for  oil  and  ga 
and  minerals.  One  oil  and  gas  lease  of  approximately  1200  acres  i 
located  on  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  WSA.  No  exploration  or  devel 
opment  has  occurred.  Impact  from  wilderness  designation  is  considered  t 
be  low  because  the  potential  and  the  interest  shown  is  low.  Geotherma 
leasing  could  occur  subject  to  provisions  to  protect  wilderess  value 
(i.e.,  offsite  drilling  and  resource  utilization).  Extraction  of  san 
and  gravel  from  dry  lake  bed  deposits  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  WS 
would  be  precluded.  Impact  is  considered  low  because  other  nearb 
deposits  exist  on  private  land  and  on  other  areas  of  public  land  outsid 
the  WSA. 

If  a  significant  mineral  resource  is  discovered  after  designation,  and  n 
valid  existing  right  had  been  established,  development  of  that  resourc 
would  be  precluded.  Again,  however,  impact  is  considered  low.  Develop 
ment  of  5  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims,  totaling  640  acres,  located  on  th 
east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim  could  occur  because  the  claims  are  grand 
fathered  uses  of  the  WSA.  However,  probability  of  development  i 
considered  low  because  the  potential  is  considered  low. 

■ 

Use  of  three  potential  utility  corridor  alignments  that  pass  through  th 
WSA  would  be  precluded.  The  east-southwest  alignment  on  the  norther 
edge  of  the  WSA  and  the  north-south  alignment  on  the  eastern  side  of  th 
WSA  are  high  priority  routes,  while  the  northwest-south  alignment  tha 
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passes  through  the  western  side  of  the  WSA  is  considered  lower  priority 
(Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company,  5/15/84). 

Two  other  alternative  alignments  exist  outside  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA. 
One  of  these  does  not  pass  through  any  other  WSAs  in  this  EIS  and  could 
be  used  if  the  all  wilderness  alternative  were  implemented.  However, 
alternative  alignments  are  necessary  for  long  term  utility  corridor 
planning  and  development.  Therefore,  as  part  of  the  all  wilderness 
alternative,  all  wilderness  in  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  would  have  a 
moderately  adverse  impact  on  power  corridor  alignments. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not  only 
the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in  exis- 
tence when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these  pro- 
visions, there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation,  since  motorized  vehicle  use  is  considered  the 
minimum  necessary  to  conduct  the  operation  and  would,  therefore,  still  be 
allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

Sixteen  reservoirs,  three  developed  springs  and  two  wells  would  need 
periodic  maintenance.  Non-vehicular  maintenance  in  wilderness  is 
preferred  in  maintaining  existing  facilities  although  vehicle  access  may 
be  allowed  where  no  other  feasible  alternative  exists.  As  a  result,  some 
increased  costs  for  maintenance  of  range  improvements  will  exist.  The 
construction  of  additonal  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  and  spring 
developments)  would  be  allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy),  pro- 
vided they  are  needed  to  maintain  or  enhance  wilderness  qualities.  The 
number  and  location  of  facilities  needed  is  being  determined  in  the  South 
Twin  Peaks  Allotment  Management  Plan  to  be  completed  and  implemented  by 
1985. 

Additional  waters  have  been  identified  as  needed  throughout  the  WSA. 
Consequences  of  foregoing  additional  improvements  would  be  a  slower 
improvement  in  overall  range  condition  towards  objectives  set  forth  in 
the  Cal  Neva  Land  Use  Plan.  This  in  turn  results  in  a  slower  return  of 
increased  available  forage  to  the  livestock  permittees,  up  to  their 
currently  recognized  grazing  privileges.   Impact  will  be  slight. 

WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Past  gathering  of  wild  horses  and  burros  has  been  sucessful  using 
existing  trap  sites  located  1/4  to  1/2  mile  within  the  WSA.  Motorized 
vehicles  necessary  for  transport  of  portable  corral  panels  and  trapped 
horses  have  used  existing  access  ways.  No  adverse  impact  is  expected  to 
future  gathering  efforts  because  the  broad  open  terrain  throughout  much 
of  the  WSA  affords  good  opportunities  for  helicopter  gathering  without 
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the  need  to  change  trap  sites  or  access  routes.  Motorized  vehicles  us< 
within  a  wilderness  for  gathering  will  require  BLM  State  Directo, 
approval. 

V.  WILDLIFE 



Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lowe; 
vehicle  assocation  hunting  pressure  on  big  game  and  upland  game  birds  du« 
to  cherry stem  road  and  way  closure.  Wilderness  designation  would  have  ; 
beneficial  impact  to  wildlife  through  the  overall  resource  protectioi 
from  human  disturbances,  particularly,  to  deer  and  antelope  winter  range 
kidding  grounds,  sage  grouse  strutting  grounds  and  raptor  nesting  areas. 

Installation  of  wildlife  benefitting  facilities  would  be  allowed  to  occu; 
under  wilderness  designation  since  wildlife  has  been  identified  as  i 
special  feature  that  contributes  to  a  wilderness  experience  in  the  WSA. 
Installation  techniques  would  be  used  to  minimize  impacts  on  wildernesi 
qualities.  Through  existing  land  use  planning,  facilities  identified  ai 
needed  in  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  that  could  be  built  under  wilderness  ar< 
a  minimum  of  five  game  bird  guzzlers  throughout  the  WSA.  Installatioi 
methods  and  timing  would  be  designated  to  minimize  adverse  impacts  t< 
naturalness  and  solitude. 

Designation  would  adversely  impact  one  to  two  fur  trappers  who  would  noi 
be  able  to  use  motorized  vehicles  to  reach  trap  sites. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class 
Visual  Resource  Management  Guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protectioi 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.   The  action  would  ensure  long-ten 
protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VII.  RECREATION 

A  significant  reduction  in  hunting  use  of  the  area  is  expected  to  occu 
due  to  motorized  restrictions.  Impacts  will  be  greatest  along  th( 
peripheral  east  boundary  of  the  WSA  where  most  of  the  3,660  annual  hunte 
days  in  the  WSA  occur.  Wilderness  use  is  expected  to  increase  but  is  no 
expected  to  counteract  the  decline  in  hunting  use.  Concentrations  of  usi 
presently  experienced  on  weekends  during  the  fall  hunting  season  0 
months)  should  decline.  Wilderness  use  should  be  spread  out  more  evenl 
as  a  long  season  of  use  is  available  (8  months  or  more). 

Recreation  trail  bike  (motorcycle)  riding  will  also  be  precluded.  Ther 
are  approximately  10  miles  of  very  low  profile  riding  trails  throughou 
the  south  and  central  part  of  the  WSA  that  are  used  by  local  riders  on  a 
occasional  basis.  Adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  will  be  moderate  sine 
although  use  is  low  the  area  provides  high  quality  trailriding  exper 
iences.  Adverse  impacts  would  be  higher  on  approximately  6  miles  of  th 
Diamond  Back  Enduro  Course  that  passes  through  the  southern  end  of  th 
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WSA.  The  trail  segment  is  used  by  100  to  200  riders,  once  each  year 
during  the  annual  Diamond  Back  Enduro.  It  is  also  used  for  incidental 
trail  riding  throughout  the  year. 

;I  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  cave 
excavations.  Increased  costs  for  monitoring  sites  would  result  from 
limitations  on  motorized  access. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  This  is  based  on  the  impacts  documented  under 
livestock  grazing  and  recreation  in  this  Chapter.  The  livestock  per- 
mittees who  use  the  WSA  for  their  livestock  would  have  slightly  elevated 
operating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on  vehicle  access.  This  would  be  due 
to  the  increased  time  involved  to  inspect  projects  and  conditions  on 
horseback  versus  in  a  vehicle.  Trapper  use  would  decline  due  to  vehicle 
restrictions  and  a  small  impact  on  trapper  income  would  result.  In  asso- 
ciation with  all  wilderness  designated  in  all  WSA  under  this  alternative, 
a  moderate  adverse  impact  to  trappers  would  result. 

Recreational  hunting  use  is  expected  to  decline  sharply  with  vehicle 
access  restrictions  to  popular  hunting  areas  within  the  WSA.  This  impact 
would  be  adverse  to  the  hunters  and  would  cause  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  to  hunting  related  revenues  in  local  communities.  Low  use 
motorcycle  trails  through  the  WSA  would  be  closed.  Economic  impact  is 
considered  low. 

Although  geothermal  values  are  potentially  present,  the  expected  pro- 
bability of  development  is  presently  rated  low.  Thus,  economic  impact  is 
expected  to  be  low. 

Operation  of  the  adjacent  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility  would 
not  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation.  Demolition  activities  are 
occurring  within  existing  Class  II  air  quality  standards  set  by  the  State 
of  California.  Upon  designation,  Class  II  standards  applied  to  wilder- 
ness would  already  be  met  under  the  existing  standards. 

Under  this  all  wilderness  alternative,  the  limited  area  available  for 
development  of  potential  utility  corridor  alignments  would  create 
increased  costs  to  the  utility  industry  by  reducing  utility  corridor 
alignment  options. 
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WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

47,315  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 


This  alternative  recommends  all  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  as  suitable  fc 
wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  use 
would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder 
ness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objective 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  wide 
this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and  opportu 
nities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  occur  throughout  th 
WSA  but,  with  the  exception  of  Buffalo  Creek's  South  Fork  Canyon  an 
Hole-in-the-Ground,  distinctive  destination  type  features  and  challenge 
are  lacking. 

Hold-in-the-Ground  is  a  low  rimmed,  200'  deep,  mile  wide  volcanu 
caldera.  Half  of  the  caldera,  however,  is  privately  owned.  Buffalt 
Creek's  South  Fork  affords  good  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitivi 
recreation  in  a  deep  rugged  canyon  setting. 

Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  reducec 
through  closure  of  peripheral  access  ways  that  penetrate  from  1  to  '. 
miles  into  the  WSA.  Primary  benefits  would  occur  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Naturalness  would  also  be  slightly  enhanced  through  thes€ 
closures  by  eliminating  rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of  off  highway 
vehicles  on  WSA  lands  adjacent  to  these  access  ways.  Preservation  of 
naturalness  would  also  be  assured  in  1  area,  which  under  no  wilderness 
may  be  developed  for  a  utility  corridor. 

Designation  of  all  the  WSA  will  also  serve  to  protect  the  wilderness 
values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and  road  building. 

Wilderness  values  would  not  be  affected  by  any  off-site  sights  and  sounds 
or  uses  on  adjoining  lands  to  the  west,  south  and  east.  The  predominant 
use  of  adjacent  non-wilderness  land,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is 
livestock  grazing  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in 
the  future.  On  the  north  periodic  vehicle  traffic  on  the  Buckhorn  Road, 
which  forms  half  of  the  WSA's  northern  boundary,  would  occasionally  cause 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude.  Impacts  would  be  slight  most  of  the  year  to 
high  during  fall  hunting  season.  If  construction  of  a  utility  corridor 
occurs  along  a  high  priority  alignment,  just  north  of  the  WSA  in  open 
country,  naturalness  would  also  be  adversely  impacted  within  the  WSA. 
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The  location,  number  and  size  of  private  inholdings  would  present 
manageability  problems.  There  are  11  private  inholdings  totaling  1,360 
acres.  Ten  of  the  11  parcels  totaling  1,320  acres  are  owned  by  a 
landowner  who  has  historically  violated  BLM  grazing  management  policies. 
Maintenance  of  wilderness  values  would  be  difficult  adjacent  to  the  large 
acreages  of  these  private  inholdings  located  centrally  within  the  WSA 
area.  These  parcels  have  potential  for  development  of  irrigated  meadow 
hay  and/or  development  for  recreational  hunting  cabins.  Such  activities 
could  adversely  impact  opportunities  for  experiencing  solitude  and 
naturalness  on  adjacent  relatively  open  public  lands.  Motorized  access 
into  private  inholdings  would  continue  to  be  necessary.  Adverse  impacts 
to  solitude  would  result,  the  extent  of  which  would  vary  with  the 
frequency  of  access  needed.  Motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock 
operations  and  periodic  access  for  maintenance,  all  provided  for  under 
BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals. 
Such  occasional  use  of  ways  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions 
from  reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

In  spite  of  closures  on  some  access  ways  where  topography  enables 
effective  control  of  vehicles,  portions  of  the  WSA  will  be  impacted  by 
uncontrollable  vehicle  access.  These  areas  are  located  along  a  i  to  2 
mile  wide  area  around  the  periphery  of  the  WSA,  adjacent  to  access  ways 
into  Antelope  Basin  on  the  south,  throughout  the  entire  western  end  of 
the  WSA  west  of  Hole-in-the-Ground,  and  adjacent  to  two  access  ways  that 
penetrate  the  WSA  from  the  north.  The  topography  and  lack  of  control 
points  to  regulate  vehicle  access  do  not  allow  reasonable  control  of 
current  vehicle  use. 

Construction  of  effective  barriers  to  control  vehicles  would  be  im- 
possible and  vehicles  would  continue  to  freely  roam  the  open  portions  of 
the  WSA.  This  activity  would  degrade  wilderness  naturalness  through 
increasing  vehicle  tracks  and  establishing  new  ways.  Slight  to  high 
adverse  impacts  on  solitude  would  also  occur  depending  upon  the  time  of 
year  with  the  highest  adverse  impact  occurring  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Control  of  these  impacts  on  wilderness  qualities  through  patrol 
would  be  highly  expensive  due  to  the  large  areas  requiring  patrol  and 
impractical  because  of  the  open  terrain  and  the  lower  quality  wilderness 
values  impacted  in  these  areas  in  comparison  to  the  rest  of  the  WSA. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  minimally  degrade  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness. 

Designation  of  the  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral  develop- 
ment. This  would  benefit  natualness  and  solitude.  With  all  of  the  area 
designated  wilderness,  naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  preserved  along 
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a  small  portion  of  the  WSA  along  the  southern  boundary  by  precludinj 
development  of  this  area  as  part  of  a  Trans  Sierra  Utility  Corridor. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  this  area  would  remove  it  from  mineral  exploration  am 
development.  However,  no  interest  has  been  shown  in  these  areas  foi 
mineral  or  oil  and  gas  development.  Impacts  are  expected  to  be  low.  Ii 
a  significant  resource  was  discovered  after  designation  and  no  vali< 
existing  rights  had  been  established,  development  would  be  precluded, 
Impact  is  considered  low. 

Use  of  a  segment  of  one  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  that  passe; 
through  a  portion  of  the  WSA's  southern  edge  would  be  precluded.  This 
alignment,  however,  is  considered  a  low  priority  route  (Sierra  Pacific 
Power  Company,  5-15-84).  Three  alternate  alignments  exist  outside  the 
Buffalo  Hills  WSA.  One  of  these  does  not  pass  through  any  other  WSAs  ii 
this  EIS  and  could  be  used  if  the  all  wilderness  alternative  were  im- 
plemented. Because  of  the  lower  priority  of  this  alignment  in  comparisoi 
to  other  alignments  and  because  an  alternative  alignment  exists  outside 
any  WSA,  adverse  impact  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not 
only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  ir 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  or 
existing  livestock  operations.  Designation  would  slightly  increase  the 
permittees  operating  costs  due  to  restrictions  on  the  use  of  vehicles 
within  the  WSA  for  inspection  and  salting.  This  will  not  be  a  signifi- 
cant impact.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  the  sheep  opera- 
tion, since  motorized  vehicle  use  is  considered  the  minimum  necessary  tc 
conduct  the  operation  and  would,  therefore,  still  be  allowed  (BLb 
Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

Ten  reservoirs,  ten  developed  springs,  and  6  miles  of  planned  fence  woulc 
need  periodic  maintenance.  Non-vehicular  maintenance  in  wilderness  is 
preferred  in  maintaining  existing  facilities  although  vehicle  access  ma) 
be  allowed  where  no  other  feasible  alternative  exists.  As  a  result,  some 
increased  costs  for  maintenance  of  range  improvements  will  exist, 
construction  of  additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  devel- 
opments and  fencing)  would  be  allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy), 
provided  they  are  needed  to  maintain  or  enhance  wilderness  qualities. 
The  number  and  location  of  facilities  needed  is  being  determined  in  the 
Twin  Peaks  Allotment  Management  Plan  to  be  completed  and  implemented  b> 
1985. 
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Additional  waters  have  been  identified  as  needed  throughout  the  WSA. 
Consequences  of  foregoing  additional  improvements  would  be  a  slower 
improvement  in  overall  range  condition  towards  objectives  set  forth  in 
the  Cal  Neva  Land  Use  Plan.  This  in  turn  results  in  a  slower  return  of 
increased  available  forage  to  the  livestock  permittees,  up  to  their 
currently  recognized  grazing  privileges.   Impact  will  be  slight. 

I.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

The  wild  horse  and  burro  management  may  be  affected  by  wilderness  des- 
ignation if  improved  access  roads  are  needed  to  improve  the  success  of 
the  gathering  program.  The  use  of  motorized  aircraft  and  vehicles  to 
gather  in  a  wilderness  area  must  be  approved  by  the  State  Director.  In 
addition,  trap  sites  may  need  to  be  established  within  wilderness  areas 
in  order  to  meet  established  management  levels.  However,  present 
gathering  has  been  successful  using  existing  traps  located  on  boundary 
cherrystem  roads  or  in  other  areas  adjacent  to,  but  outside  the  WSA. 

\   WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lower 
vehicle  associated  hunting  pressure  on  big  game  and  upland  game  birds  due 
to  internal  road  closures.  Wilderness  designation  would  have  an  overall 
beneficial  impact  to  wildlife  through  the  overall  resource  protection 
from  human  disturbances,  in  particular:  to  deer  winter  range,  antelope 
kidding  grounds,  deer  fawning  areas,  antelope  yearlong  range,  sage  grouse 
strutting  grounds  and  raptor  nesting  areas.  Installation  of  3  or  more 
upland  game  guzzlers  could  occur  since  wildlife  values  are  identified  as 
supplemental  values  to  wilderness  in  the  WSA.  Installation  techniques 
would  require  protection  of  naturalness  and  minimizing  disturbance  to 
solitude  through  timing  installation  during  low  public  use  periods. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long- 
terra  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

Li.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependent  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
that  is  not.  Potential  high  adverse  impacts  to  hunting  is  expected  to 
occur  due  to  motorized  access  restrictions,  particularly  on  the  north, 
west  and  south  sides  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  use  is  expected  to  increase 
slightly.  Individuals  seeking  rugged  topography,  solitude,  primitive 
recreation  and  naturalness  could  find  these  experiences  within  the  WSA  or 
in  many  other  areas  throughout  the  region.  Total  visitor  use  is  there- 
fore not  expected  to  increase  dramatically  upon  designation.  It  may 
counteract  declines  in  vehicle  associated  hunter  use.   Concentrations  of 
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use  presently  experienced  on  weekends  during  the  fall  hunting  season 
should  decline.  Wilderness  use  should  be  spread  out  more  evenly  over  a 
longer  season  of  use. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCE 

Impacts  occurring  to  cultural  resources  as  a  result  of  wilderness  des- 
ignation will  be  both  beneficial  and  adverse.  Adverse  impacts  include 
higher  costs  of  maintaining  mandated  cultural  programs  and  E.I.S. 
commitments,  such  as  site  surveillance,  monitoring,  and  protection 
programs,  due  to  limited  vehicle  access.  The  major  benefit  of  wilderness 
designation  is  that  public  access  to  cultural  resources,  especially  those 
interested  in  vandalizing  sites,  is  severely  limited  due  to  closure  of 
vehicle  access  routes  and  other  restrictions. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  This  is  based  on  the  impacts  documented  under  live- 
stock grazing  and  recreation  in  this  Chapter.  The  permittees  who  use  the 
WSA  for  their  livestock  would  have  slightly  elevated  operating  costs  due 
to  restrictions  on  vehicle  access.  This  would  be  due  to  the  increased 
time  involved  to  inspect  projects  and  conditions  on  horseback  versus  in  a 
vehicle.  The  economic  loss  due  to  a  slower  return  of  grazing  privileges 
is  minimal.  Trapper  use  would  decline  due  to  vehicle  restrictions  and  a 
small  impact  to  trapper  income  would  result. 

The  area's  mineral  values  are  considered  low.  The  expected  probability 
of  development  is  presently  rated  low,  thus  economic  impact  would  be 
expected  to  be  low. 

No  significant  social  impacts  would  occur  as  a  result  of  wilderness 
designation. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

91,405  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  all  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses 
would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under 
this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
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Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  reduced 
through  closure  of  peripheral  access  ways  that  penetrate  from  1  to  4 
miles  into  the  WSA.  Primary  benefits  would  occur  during  the  fall  hunting 
season.  Naturalness  would  also  be  slightly  enhanced  through  these 
closures  by  eliminating  rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of  off  highway 
vehicles  on  WSA  lands  adjacent  to  these  access  ways.  Preservation  of 
naturalness  would  also  be  assured  in  2  areas  which  under  no  wilderness 
may  be  developed  for  utility  corridors. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  excellent  in  the  large  rugged 
area  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  designation  will  insure  that  the  features  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  that  are  an  integral  part  of  a  primitive  rec- 
reation experience  in  this  expansive  mountainous  land  mass  will  be 
preserved.  Designation  of  all  the  WSA  also  will  serve  to  protect  the 
wilderness  values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and  road  building. 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  under  this  alternative  include 
moderate  to  high  scenic  qualities,  high  archaeological  values  within 
Smoke  Creek  Canyon,  and  good  potential  for  high  archaeological  values 
throughout  the  WSA.  Designation  would  assure  protection  of  existing 
scenic  qualities  and  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources 
throughout  the  WSA,  which  would  not  be  acheived  without  designation. 

Wilderness  values  would  not  be  affected  by  any  off-site  sights  and  sounds 
or  uses  on  adjoining  lands.  The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non- 
wilderness  land,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Nine 
private  inholdings  are  also  used  primarily  for  grazing,  and  this  use  is 
not  expected  to  change.  However,  vehicle  traffic  into  private  in- 
holdings, motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock  operations  and 
periodic  access  for  maintenance  all  provided  for  under  BLM  Wilderness 
Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  Such  occasional 
use  of  ways  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from  reverting 
back  to  a  natural  condition. 

In  spite  of  closures  on  cherrystem  access  roads  and  ways  where  topography 
enables  effective  control  of  vehicles,  portions  of  the  WSA  will  be 
impacted  by  uncontrollable  vehicle  access.  These  areas  are  located  west 
of  Al  Shinn  Canyon,  east  of  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon  and  in  Mixie  Flat.  The 
topography  and  lack  of  control  points  to  regulate  vehicle  access  do  not 
allow  reasonable  control  of  current  vehicle  use. 

Construction  of  effective  barriers  would  be  impossible  and  vehicles  would 
continue  to  freely  roam  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  This  activity  would 
degrade  wilderness  naturalness  through  increasing  vehicle  tracks  and 
establishing  new  ways.  Slight  to  high  adverse  impacts  on  solitude  would 
also  occur  depending  upon  the  time  of  year  with  the  highest  adverse  im- 
pact occurring  during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Control  of  these  impacts 
on  wilderness  qualities  through  patrol  would  be  highly  expensive  due  to 
the  large  areas  requiring  patrol  and  impractical  because  of  the  lower 
quality  wilderness  values  impacted  in  these  areas  in  comparison  to  the 
rest  of  the  WSA. 
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Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  minimally  degrade  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness.  No  valid 
pre-FLPMA  rights  exist  in  the  area  other  than  grazing. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  this  area  would  remove  it  from  development  for  oil  and  gas 
and  minerals.  Impact  is  considered  to  be  low  because  the  potential  and 
the  interest  shown  is  low.  No  interest  has  been  shown  in  other  mineral 
resources,  therefore,  impact  is  considered  low.  If  a  significant  re- 
source is  discovered  after  designation,  and  no  valid  existing  right  had 
been  established,  development  of  that  resource  would  be  precluded. 
Again,  however,  impact  is  considered  low. 

Use  of  two  potential  utility  corridor  alignments  that  pass  through  the 
WSA  would  be  precluded.  The  east-west  alignment  on  the  southern  edge  of 
the  WSA  is  a  high  priority  route,  while  the  northwest-southeast  alignment 
that  passes  through  the  northeastern  side  of  the  WSA  is  considered  lower 
priority  (Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company,  5/15/84). 

Three  other  alternate  alignments  exist  outside  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA.  One 
of  these  does  not  pass  through  any  other  WSAs  in  this  EIS  and  could  be 
used  if  the  all  wilderness  alternative  were  implemented.  However, 
alternative  alignments  are  necessary  for  long  term  utility  corridor 
planning  and  development.  Therefore,  as  part  of  the  all  wilderness 
alternative,  all  wilderness  in  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  would  have  a  moderatly 
adverse  impact  on  power  corridor  alignments. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not 
only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation,  since  motorized  vehicle  use  is  considered  the 
minimum  necessary  to  conduct  the  operation  and  would,  therefore,  still  be 
allowed  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

Four  reservoirs,  23  developed  springs,  1  well  and  3  miles  of  planned 
fence  would  need  periodic  maintenance.  Non-vehicular  maintenance  irt 
wilderness  is  preferred  in  maintaining  existing  facilities  although 
vehicle  access  may  be   allowed  where  no  other   feasible  alternative 
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exists.  As  a  result,  some  increased  costs  for  maintenance  of  range 
improvements  will  exist.  The  construction  of  additional  grazing  facil- 
ities (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fencing)  would  be  allowed  (BLM 
Wilderness  Management  Policy),  provided  they  are  needed  to  maintain  or 
enhance  wilderness  qualities.  The  number  and  location  of  facilities 
needed  is  being  determined  in  the  south  Twin  Peaks  allotment  management 
plan  to  be  completed  and  implemented  by  1985. 

Additional  waters  have  been  identified  as  needed  throughout  the  WSA. 
Consequences  of  foregoing  additional  improvements  would  be  a  slower 
improvement  in  overall  range  condition  towards  objectives  set  forth  in 
the  Cal  Neva  Land  Use  Plan.  This  in  turn  results  in  a  slower  return  of 
increased  available  forage  to  the  livestock  permittees,  up  to  their 
currently  recognized  grazing  privileges.   Impact  will  be  slight. 

WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Wild  horse  and  burro  management  will  not  be  affected  by  wilderness  desig- 
nation. Gathering  has  been  successful  using  existing  traps  located  on 
boundary  roads  outside  the  WSA.  Continued  use  of  aircraft  for  gathering 
will  require  approval  of  the  State  Director. 

WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  expected  to  lower 
vehicle  associated  hunting  pressure  on  big  game  and  upland  game  birds  due 
to  cherrystem  road  and  way  closures.  Wilderness  designation  would  have  a 
beneficial  impact  to  wildlife  through  the  overall  resource  protection 
from  human  disturbances,  in  particular  to:  deer  and  antelope  winter 
range,  kidding  grounds,  sagegrouse  strutting  grounds  and  raptor  nesting 
areas. 

Installation  of  wildlife  benefiting  facilities  would  be  allowed  to  occur 
under  wilderness  designation  since  wildlife  has  been  identified  as  a 
special  feature  that  contributes  to  a  wilderness  experience  in  the  WSA. 
Installation  techniques  would  be  used  to  minimize  impacts  on  wilderness 
qualities.  Through  existing  land  use  planning,  facilities  identified  as 
needed  in  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  that  could  be  build  under  wilderness  are  4 
miles  of  fence  along  Smoke  Creek  to  improve  riparian  vegetation  and 
wildlife  habitat  through  exclosure  of  livestock,  a  minimum  of  5  game  bird 
guzzlers  throughout  the  WSA  and  riparian  vegetation  plantings  along  Smoke 
Creek. 

Designation  would  adversely  impact  one  to  two  fur  trappers  who  would  not 
be  able  to  use  motorized  vehicles  to  reach  trap  sites. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long- 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 
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VII.  RECREATION 


Reduced  hunting  use  of  the  area  is  expected  to  occur  due  to  motorized 
restrictions.  Impacts  will  be  greatest  along  the  peripheral  west,  east 
and  south  boundaries  of  the  WSA,  where  most  of  the  7,000  hunter  days  in 
the  WSA  occur.  Wilderness  use  is  expected  to  increase  but,  is  not 
expected  to  counteract  the  decline  in  hunting  use.  Concentrations  of  use 
presently  experienced  on  weekends  during  the  fall  hunting  season  (4 
months)  should  decline.  Wilderness  use  should  be  spread  out  more  evenly 
as  a  long  season  of  use  is  available  (8  months  or  more). 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  cave 
excavations.  Increased  costs  for  monitoring  sites  would  result  from 
limitations  on  motorized  access.  This  impact,  however,  would  be  slight 
since  most  sites  are  in  canyons  or  on  hillsides  where  vehicle  access  is 
presently  difficult  or  impossible. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  This  is  based  on  the  impacts  documented  under 
livestock  grazing  and  recreation  in  this  Chapter.  The  livestock  permit- 
tees who  use  the  WSA  for  their  livestock  would  have  slightly  elevated 
operating  costs  due  to  restrictions,  but  not  prohibitions,  on  vehicle 
access.  The  loss  due  to  a  slower  return  of  available  forage  is  minimal. 
Trapper  use  would  decline  due  to  vehicle  restrictions  and  a  small  impact 
on  trapper  income  would  result. 

Recreational  hunting  use  is  expected  to  decline  with  vehicle  access 
restrictions  to  popular  hunting  areas  within  the  WSA.  This  impact  would 
be  adverse  to  the  hunters  and  would  cause  a  slight  adverse  economic 
impact  to  hunting  related  revenues  in  local  communities.  A  low  use 
motorcycle  trail  through  Chimney  Canyon  would  be  closed.  Impact  is 
considered  slight. 

Although  mineral  values  are  potentially  present  the  expected  probability 
of  development  is  presently  rated  low.  Thus,  economic  impact  is  expected 
to  be  low. 

No  significant  social  impacts  would  occur  as  a  result  of  wilderness 
designation. 
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WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

4,790  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

5^cres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closures 

OAcres  Non-Wilderness 

I   WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  re- 
quired by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways.  Due  to  the  low  frequency  of  vehicles 
this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most  of  the  year.  The  only  time 
during  the  year  when  solitude  would  be  significantly  improved  is  during 
the  late  summer/early  fall  hunting  seasons.  This  would  be  expected  to 
occur  during  a  period  of  low  wilderness  use  because  of  dry  conditions. 
Solitude  would  not  be  expected  to  change  adjacent  to  the  boundary  roads. 
Vehicle  use  levels  of  the  boundary  roads  is  low  and  irregular,  therefore, 
solitude  is  not  precluded  near  the  boundaries. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  under  this  alternative 
are  the  mostly  natural  condition,  the  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Additionally,  the 
supplemental  values  noted  in  Chapter  III  would  be  under  wilderness 
management . 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  adjoining  lands,  BLM  and  private,  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  the  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA.  The 
dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to  be  similar 
to  those  presently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife 
habitat  management. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  one  portion  of  the  area  as  wilderness  in  the  long-term 
because  of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  at  the 
location  of  the  Nolan  Ranch  Meadow  would  not  allow  reasonable  control  of 
vehicle  use  currently  occurring  or  expected  to  occur  in  the  future. 
Wilderness  character  would  be  difficult  to,  if  not  impossible,  to 
preserve  in  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  impair  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
remain. 

The  14  private  inholdings  (1,100  acres  total)  are  concentrated  in  the 
northwestern  half  of  the  WSA.   All  landowners  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
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retain  ownership  and  access  to  their  private  lands.  While  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  current  management  on  these  parcels  will  change  in  the 
future,  if  significant  changes  did  occur,  BLM  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  naturalness  or  solitude  in  the  vicinity  of  the  affected  parcels. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but 
expected  to  be  low.  However,  development  of  any  minerals  within  the  WSA 
would  be  precluded  by  designation,  except  on  valid  claims  filed  prior  to 
designation. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allows  live- 
stock grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to 
continue  subject  to  certain  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include 
not  only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and 
maintenance  of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were 
in  existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on, 
existing  livestock  operations. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  hunting  strategy,  the  reduction  of 
hunting  pressure  would  have  no  significant  impacts  on  big  game.  Wilder- 
ness designation  could  have  benefits  for  sage  grouse  within  the  WSA  and 
negative  impacts  for  sage  grouse  outside,  but  adjacent  to  the  WSA.  This 
would  be  due  to  a  concentration  of  hunting  pressure  outside  the  WSA. 

Wilderness  designation  would  have  significant  negative  impacts  on  hunters 
due  to  the  closure  to  vehicles.  The  Boulder  Mountain/Hays  Peak  area  of 
which  the  WSA  is  a  portion,  is  an  important  big  game  and  upland  game 
hunting  area  in  northwestern  Nevada.  The  Indian  Valley/Mountain  View 
area  is  an  important  part  of  the  hunting  area.  For  big  game  hunting  use, 
it  ranks  in  the  top  5,  and,  for  sage  grouse,  it  ranks  in  the  top  3  for 
Washoe  County. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,   the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 

Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 

afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure 
long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 
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VI   RECREATION 


Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to  reduce  visitor 
use  levels.  This  is  because  the  vehicle  user  would  be  displaced  and  the 
non-vehicular  recreational  users  would  not  find  in  the  WSA  the  kinds  of 
features  which  would  lead  to  high  levels  of  use  (e.g.  unique  vegeta- 
tional,  visual  or  wildlife  features).  The  displacement  of  motorized 
hunters  would  be  a  significant  negative  impact.  This  is  because  the  high 
levels  of  hunter  use  cannot  be  transferred  to  another  part  of  the  hunting 
zones  without  overall  reduction  of  the  hunting  quality. 

VI.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive 
excavations. 

VII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing  and  Recreation 
in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with  economic  factors 
would  be  minimally  impacted. 

I 

WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

3,143  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

2  Acres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Cherrystem  and  Boundary  Road 

Cosure 

CAcres  Non-Wilderness 

]    WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA 
as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  eval- 
uation as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as 
wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and 
management . 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
Alternative  are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  the  canyons  and  out- 
standing opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural 
resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation.   Additionally, 

4-33 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  I 

this  Alternative  would  allow  creation  of  a  much  larger  area  designated 
wilderness  in  combination  with  the  High  Rock  Canyon  and  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon  WSA's. 

No  valid  existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly 
degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long  term. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways  and  the  northern  boundary  road.  Due  to 
the  low  frequency  of  vehicles  this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most 
of  the  year.  Additionally,  the  vehicles  required  to  support  existing 
levels  of  sheep  use  would  continue  to  use  the  roads  in  and  around  the  WSA 
during  April  and  November.  The  only  time  during  the  year  when  solitude 
could  be  significantly  improved  is  during  antelope  hunting  season  because 
hunters  would  not  be  allowed  vehicular  access.  This  would  occur  during 
the  driest  part  of  the  year  when  wilderness  recreational  use  would  be 
expected  to  be  low.  Solitude  within  visual  or  hearing  distance  of 
Highway  34  would  continue  to  be  degraded  by  the  dust  and  noise  of  passing 
vehicles. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  BLM  lands  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  WSA  would 
not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA. 
The  dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to  be 
similar  to  those  presently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and 
wildlife  habitat  management. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long  term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
of  the  western  half  and  a  small  area  near  High  Rock  Lake  is  such  that 
reasonable  vehicle  control  points  could  not  be  developed.  Vehicles  would 
continue  to  travel  cross  country  especially  during  antelope  season  for 
the  purpose  of  picking  up  downed  antelope.  Wilderness  character  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  preserve  in  these  portions  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  small  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
remain.  This  impact  would  not  be  significant  due  to  the  small  number  of 
projects.  The  regular  retreatment  of  the  5,500  acre  spray  area  would  not 
allow  the  treatment  to  return  to  a  natural  condition.  This  would  main- 
tain an  unnatural  feature  within  the  designated  wilderness. 

Three  to  five  additional  reservoirs  are  needed  to  support  grazing  within 
the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  Construction  of  the  reservoirs  would 
slightly  degrade  the  naturalness  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  reser- 
voirs, but  improvements  in  range  conditions  through  the  implementation  of 
grazing  systems  should  lead  to  an  overall  improvement  in  naturalness. 

II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  a  land  use  plan  decision  there  would  be  no  impact  from  wilderness 
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designation.  On  the  other  non-withdrawn  portion  of  the  WSA,  the  impact 
of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be  low.  However, 
development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights  within  the  WSA  would  be  more 
costly  if  designated,  due  to  restrictions  on  mining  operations. 

I].  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.   Existing  grazing  may  include  not 

only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation  since  the  minimum  necessary  level  of  motorized 
vehicle  use  would  still  be  allowed.  The  construction  of  three  to  five 
additional  reservoirs  would  be  done  since  they  are  needed  to  support  the 
existing  grazing  levels  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

The  impacts  of  not  seeding  700  acres  in  the  Leadville  Allotment  would  be 
that  overall  land  use  goals  for  range  conditions  could  not  be  met  as 
rapidly  if  the  seeding  were  constructed.  This  would  be  a  small  signif- 
icant impact  on  the  Leadville  Allotment. 

I.  WILDLIFE 


Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  quota  system,  the  reduction  of  hunting 
pressure  would  have  no  significant  beneficial  impacts  on  big  game. 

Designation  would  have  adverse  impacts  to  hunters  and  trappers.  Because 
of  road  closures,  hunters  could  only  enter  the  WSA  from  the  east.  Due  to 
the  existing  low  hunting  pressure  this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact. 
One  or  two  fur  trappers  could  be  significantly  impacted  if  they  could  not 
reach  trap  sites  without  motorized  vehicles. 

Wilderness  designation  could  be  beneficial  to  the  introduction  of  bighorn 
sheep  if  overall  visitor  use  declines. 

WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  there  are  management  facilities  within  the  WSA. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
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afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  changes  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  within  the  WSA.  Currently,  the  use  is  predominantly 
vehicle  oriented  in  nature.  Upon  designation,  the  use  would  change  to 
exclusively  non-vehicle  oriented.  Overall  visitor  use  would  be  expected 
to  decline  somewhat  from  existing  levels.  Hunters  and  trappers  would  be 
displaced  from  the  uplands,  but  due  to  limited  opportunities,  this  would 
not  be  expected  to  have  a  significant  impact. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wil- 
derness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  cave 
excavations. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing,  Wildlife  and 
Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  major  activities  involved  with  economic 
factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

13,050  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

13  Acres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Boundary  Road  Closure 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation 
as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness, 
the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
Alternative  are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and 
the  ridge  south  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  outstanding  opportunities  for 
both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would 
also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be 
achieved  without  designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly 
benefit  any  other  resources.   Additionally,  this  Alternative  would  allow 
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creation  of  a  much  larger  area  of  designated  wilderness  in  combination 
with  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  and  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA's. 

No  valid  existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly 
degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long  term. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways  and  the  boundary  roads.  Due  to  the  low 
frequency  of  vehicles  this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most  of  the 
year.  Additionally,  the  vehicles  required  to  support  existing  levels  of 
sheep  use  would  continue  to  use  the  boundary  roads  and  ways  in  and  around 
the  WSA  during  April  and  November.  The  only  time  during  the  year  when 
solitude  could  be  significantly  improved  is  during  antelope  hunting 
season  because  hunters  would  not  be  allowed  vehicular  access.  This  would 
occur  during  the  driest  part  of  the  year  when  wilderness  recreational  use 
would  be  expected  to  be  low. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  BLM  lands  to  the  west  of  the  WSA  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA.  The 
dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to  be  similar 
to  those  presently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife 
habitat  management. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  WSA  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long 
term  because  of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and 
vegetation  of  the  western  boundary  south  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  the 
benches  north  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  is  such  that  reasonable  vehicle 
control  points  could  not  be  developed.  Vehicles  would  continue  to  travel 
cross  country  especially  during  antelope  season  for  the  purpose  of 
picking  up  downed  antelope.  Wilderness  character  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  preserve  in  these  portions  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
remain.  This  impact  would  not  be  significant  due  to  the  small  number  of 
projects. 

The  need  has  been  identified  for  two  to  five  additional  reservoirs  to 
support  grazing  within  the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  Construction  of 
the  reservoirs  would  slightly  degrade  the  naturalness  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  reservoirs,  but  improvements  in  range  conditions  through 
the  implementation  of  grazing  systems  should  lead  to  an  overall  improve- 
ment in  naturalness. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  half  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  a  land  use  plan  decision,  there  would  be  no  impact  from  wilderness 
designation.  On  the  other  non-withdrawn  portion  of  the  WSA,  the  impact 
of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be  low.   However, 
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development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights  within  the  WSA  would  be  more 
costly  if  designated,  due  to  restrictions  on  mining  operations. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not  only 
the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in  exis- 
tence when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these  pro- 
visions, there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation  since  the  minimum  necessary  level  of  motorized 
vehicle  use  would  still  be  allowed.  The  construction  of  two  to  five 
additional  reservoirs  would  be  done  since  they  are  needed  to  support  the 
existing  grazing  level  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  quota  system,  the  reduction  of  hunting 
pressure  would  have  no  significant  beneficial  impacts  on  big  game.  There 
would  be  no  significant  benefits  to  the  introduction  of  bighorn  sheep, 
due  to  existing  restrictions  and  the  small  area  of  potential  habitat. 

Designation  would  have  adverse  impacts  to  hunters.  Because  of  road 
closures,  hunters  could  only  enter  the  WSA  from  the  west.  Due  to  the 
existing  low  hunting  pressure  this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  there  are  no  management  facilities  in  the  WSA. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 

Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 

afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to  reduce  visitor 
use  levels.  This  is  because  the  vehicle  user  would  be  displaced  and  the 
non-vehicular  recreational  users  would  not  find  in  the  WSA  the  kinds  of 
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features  which  would  lead  to  high  levels  of  use  (e.g.  unique  vegeta- 
tional,  visual  or  wildlife  features).  While  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  is  an 
impressive  feature  it  is  much  less  impressive  than  other  nearby  canyons 
(Mahogany,  Pole  or  Little  High  Rock).  This  displacement  of  hunters  and 
sightseers  would  be  a  small  negative  impact. 

Ill   CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  cave 
excavations. 

a:  ECONOMIC  AND  social  factors 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing  and  Recreation 
in  this  chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with  economic  factors 
would  be  minimally  impacted. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

V:  300  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

."/Acres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Boundary  Road  Closure 

)  icres  Non-Wilderness 

:.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation 
as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness, 
the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
Alternative  are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  the  canyons  and 
adjacent  uplands  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some 
protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without 
designation.  Additionally,  this  Alternative  would  allow  creation  of  a 
much  larger  area  designated  wilderness  in  combination  with  the  Little 
High  Rock  Canyon  and  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA's. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long  term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
of  the  northwestern  lobe  near  Grassy  Rock  and  Steven's  Camp  is  such  that 
reasonable  vehicle  control  points  could  not  be  developed.   Vehicles  would 
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continue  to  travel  cross  country  especially  during  antelope  season  for 
the  purpose  of  picking  up  downed  antelope.  Wilderness  character  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  preserve  in  these  portions  of  the  WSA. 
Additionally,  users  of  ATV's  would  continue  to  cover  most  of  the  WSA 
during  the  winter  months,  with  no  significant  impacts  to  wilderness 
values. 

No  valid  existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly 
degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long  term.  Although  1,000 
acres  of  split  estate  lands  are  present,  it  is  assumed  that  the  land  use 
decision  can  be  carried  out  and,  the  minerals  will  revert  back  to  the 
BLM.   Therefore,  there  would  be  no  impact  to  wilderness. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways  and  the  western  boundary  roads.  Due  to 
the  low  frequency  of  vehicles  this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most 
of  the  year.  Additionally,  the  vehicles  required  to  support  existing 
levels  of  sheep  use  would  continue  to  use  the  boundary  roads  and  ways  in 
the  WSA  during  April  and  November.  The  only  time  during  the  year  when 
solitude  could  be  significantly  improved  is  during  antelope  hunting 
season  because  hunters  would  not  be  allowed  vehicular  access.  This  would 
occur  during  the  driest  part  of  the  year  when  wilderness  recreational  use 
would  be  expected  to  be  low.  Solitude  within  visual  or  hearing  distance 
of  High  Rock  Canyon  would  continue  to  be  slightly  degraded  by  the  dust 
and  noise  of  passing  vehicles. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  BLM  lands  to  the  north  of  the  WSA  would  not  be 
expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA.  The 
dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to  be  similar 
to  those  presently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife 
habitat  management. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
remain.  This  impact  would  not  be  significant  due  to  the  small  number  of 
projects. 

The  need  has  been  identified  for  five  to  eight  additional  reservoirs  to 
support  grazing  within  the  Massacre  Mountain  Allotment.  Construction  of 
the  reservoirs  would  slightly  degrade  the  naturalness  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  reservoirs,  but  improvements  in  range  conditions  through 
the  implementation  of  grazing  systems  should  lead  to  an  overall  improve- 
ment in  naturalness. 

II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  a  previous  land  use  plan  decision,  there  would  be  no  impact  from 
wilderness  designation.  On  the  other  non-withdrawn  portion  of  the  WSA, 
the  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development 
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of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be 
low.  However,  development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights  within  the  WSA 
would  be  more  costly  if  designated,  due  to  restrictions  on  mining 
operations. 

;i.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing,  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not 
only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
the  sheep  operation  since  the  minimum  necessary  level  of  motorized 
vehicle  use  would  still  be  allowed.  The  construction  of  five  to  eight 
additional  reservoirs  would  be  done  since  they  are  needed  to  support  the 
existing  grazing  levels  (BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy). 

WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  quota  system,  the  reduction  of  hunting 
pressure  would  have  no  significant  beneficial  impacts  on  big  game. 

Designation  would  have  adverse  impacts  to  hunters  and  trappers.  Because 
of  road  closures,  hunters  could  only  enter  the  WSA  from  the  east.  Due  to 
the  existing  low  hunting  pressure,  this  would  not  be  a  significant 
impact.  One  or  two  fur  trappers  could  be  significantly  impacted  if  they 
could  not  reach  trap  sites  without  motorized  vehicles. 

Wilderness  designation  could  be  beneficial  to  the  introduction  of  future 
bighorn  sheep  releases  if  overall  visitor  use  declines. 

WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  management  facilities  could  still  be  used  under 
wilderness  management. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 
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VII.  RECREATION 


Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  some  changes  in  the 
type  of  recreational  user  within  the  WSA.  Currently,  the  users  are 
predominantly  vehicle  oriented  and  designation  would  not  eliminate  this 
type  of  user,  since  they  use  the  High  Rock  Canyon  Road  which  is  outside 
the  WSA.  The  major  change  would  be  due  to  the  addition  of  wilderness 
users  hiking  and  horseback  riding  within  the  WSA.  The  two  groups  would 
tend  to  concentrate  within  High  Rock  Canyon  due  to  the  presence  of  water 
and  special  features.  Overall,  use  levels  would  be  expected  to  remain 
stable.  On  the  uplands,  hunters  and  trappers  would  be  displaced  but  due 
to  limited  opportunities,  this  would  not  be  expected  to  have  a 
significant  impact. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wilder- 
ness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations. 

IX.  WATERSHED 

Two  or  three  proposed  water  control  structures  could  not  be  built.  This 
would  negatively  impact  erosion  control  and  meadow  rehabilitation  work. 
This  would  result  in  a  significantly  slower  rate  of  revegetation  in  High 
Rock  Canyon. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing,  Wildlife  and 
Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  major  activities  involved  with  economic 
factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 

WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

52,000  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon 
WSA  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral 
evaluation  as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as 
wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and 
management . 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
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designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under 
this  Alternative  are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  the  canyons  and 
adjacent  uplands  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some 
protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without 
designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  re- 
sources. The  identified  special  features  in  the  canyons  would  be 
protected  under  this  Alternative. 

No  valid  existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly 
impair  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long  term.  Although  3,320 
acres  of  split  estate  lands  are  present,  it  is  assumed  that  the  land  use 
decision  can  be  carried  out  and,  the  minerals  will  revert  to  the  BLM. 
Therefore,  there  would  be  no  impact  to  wilderness. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways.  Due  to  the  low  frequency  of  vehicles 
this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most  of  the  year.  Solitude  within 
visual  or  hearing  distance  of  High  Rock  Canyon  would  continue  to  be 
slightly  degraded  by  the  dust  and  noise  of  passing  vehicles. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  BLM  lands  to  the  northeast  and  south  of  the  WSA 
would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness  values  within  the 
WSA.  The  dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to 
be  similar  to  those  presently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and 
wildlife  habitat  management. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long  term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
of  the  northern  third  and  the  eastern  edge  is  such  that  reasonable 
vehicle  control  points  could  not  be  developed.  Vehicles  would  continue 
to  travel  cross  country  especially  during  antelope  season  for  the  purpose 
of  picking  up  downed  antelope.  Wilderness  character  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  preserve  in  these  portions  of  the  WSA.  Addition- 
ally, users  of  ATV's  would  continue  to  cover  most  of  the  WSA  during  the 
winter  months. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
remain.  This  impact  would  not  be  significant  due  to  the  small  number  of 
projects. 

The  need  has  been  identified  for  two  to  three  additional  reservoirs  to 
support  wildlife,  wild  horses  and  livestock  within  the  High  Rock  area. 
Construction  of  the  reservoirs  would  slightly  degrade  the  naturalness  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  reservoirs,  but  improvements  in  range 
conditions  through  the  implementation  of  grazing  systems  should  lead  to 
an  overall  improvement  in  naturalness. 
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II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  a  land  use  plan  decision,  there  would  be  no  impact  from  wilderness 
designation.  On  the  other  non-withdrawn  portion  of  the  WSA,  the  impact 
of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be  low,  with  one 
exception;  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  is  an  area  identified  as 
having  significantly  elevated  value  for  barium  (an  indicator  metal). 
Designation  of  this  area  as  wilderness  could  be  a  significant  negative 
impact  to  development  of  that  resource,  or  other  associated  minerals. 
However,  development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights  within  the  WSA  would  be 
more  costly  if  designation  occurs,  due  to  restrictions  on  mining 
operations. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  live- 
stock grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to 
continue  subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may 
include  not  only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use 
and  maintenance  of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that 
were  in  existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of 
these  provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation 
on  existing  livestock  operations. 

The  two  proposed  seedings,  totaling  3,300  acres,  would  not  be  developed. 
This  would  result  in  slower  rates  of  range  improvement  in  the  Nut 
Mountain  and  Wall  Canyon  Allotments.  This  is  not  judged  to  be  a 
significant  impact. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  quota  system,  the  reduction  of  hunting 
pressure  would  have  no  significant  beneficial  impacts  on  big  game. 

Designation  would  have  adverse  impacts  to  hunters  and  trappers.  Due  to 
the  existing  low  hunting  pressure  this  would  not  be  a  significant  im- 
pact. One  or  two  fur  trappers  could  be  significantly  impacted  if  they 
could  not  reach  trap  sites  without  motorized  vehicles. 

Wilderness  designation  could  be  beneficial  to  the  introduction  of  bighorn 
sheep  if  overall  visitor  use  declines. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  a  significant  negative  impact  to  wild  horse  management  due 
to  the  inability  to  maintain  access  to  the  trap  site  at  the  northern  end 
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of  the  WSA.  There  is  currently  no  other  known  suitable  trap  site  in  the 
vicinity.  Horses  would  have  to  be  moved  much  further  during  gathering 
operations.   This  could  significantly  raise  management  costs  in  the  area. 

II     VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 

Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 

afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

m.   RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  some  changes  in  the 
type  of  recreational  user  within  the  WSA.  Currently,  the  users  are 
predominantly  vehicle  oriented  and  designation  would  not  eliminate  this 
type  of  user,  since  they  primarily  use  the  High  Rock  Canyon  Road  which  is 
outside  the  WSA.  Designation  would  probably  not  lead  to  a  significant 
increase  in  the  number  of  hikers  or  horseback  riding.  This  would  result 
in  no  significant  change  in  recreational  use  over  the  long  term. 

On  the  uplands,  some  hunters  and  trappers  would  be  displaced  but  due  to 
limited  opportunities,  this  would  not  be  expected  to  have  a  significant 
impact. 

Til   CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wilder- 
ness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations. 

WATERSHED 

One  or  two  proposed  water  control  structures  could  not  be  built.   This 

would  negatively  impact  erosion  control  and  meadow  rehabilitation  work. 

This  would  result  in  a  significantly  slower  rate  of  revegetation  in  East 
Fork  High  Rock  Canyon. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing,  Wildlife  and 
Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  major  activities  involved  with  economic 
factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 
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WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

24,130  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

10  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  for  Designation  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation 
as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness, 
the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the  eastern  half  of  the 
WSA  and  very  restricted  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  The 
designation  would  also  allow  creation  of  a  relatively  large  unit  of 
wilderness  in  conjunction  with  the  Sheldon  Refuge.  Designation  would 
also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be 
achieved  without  designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly  bene- 
fit any  other  resources. 

No  valid  existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly 
degrade  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long  term. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways.  Due  to  the  low  frequency  of  vehicles 
this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most  of  the  year.  The  only  time 
during  the  year  when  solitude  would  be  significantly  improved  is  during 
the  late  summer/early  fall  hunting  seasons.  This  would  be  expected  to 
occur  during  a  period  of  low  wilderness  use  because  of  dry  conditions. 
Solitude  would  be  expected  to  remain  unchanged  in  the  vicinity  of  Highway 
34  and  the  Macy  Flat  Road.  In  these  areas  the  regular,  low  frequency 
passage  of  vehicles  on  dirt/gravel  surfaces  creates  dust  and  noise.  The 
dust  remains  visible  for  15  minutes  at  distances  up  to  15  miles. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  adjoining  lands,  BLM  and  FWS,  would  not  be  ex- 
pected to  adversely  affect  the  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA.  The 
dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness  lands  would  be  expected  to  be 
sirailiar  to  those  preently  occurring,  namely  livestock  grazing  and 
wildlife  habitat  management. 

Designation  of  the  WSA  would  increase  the  size  of  the  combined  BLM/FWS 
wilderness,  assuming  that  the  FWS  WSA  was  also  designated.  The  increased 
size  would  improve  the  ability  of  a  wilderness  visitor  to  find  solitude 
and  would  allow  for  increased  opportunities  for  dispersed  recreation. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness  in  the  long  term  because 
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of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
on  Macy  Flat  as  well  as  the  lack  of  control  points  to  regulate  vehicle 
access  would  not  allow  reasonable  control  of  vehicle  use  currently 
occurring  or  expected  to  occur  in  the  future.  Wilderness  character  would 
be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  preserve  in  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would  not 
remain.  The  60  acre  spray  area  along  the  western  boundary  would  be 
retreated  to  remove  brush  on  an  estimated  15  to  25  year  cycle.  The 
re-treatment  with  herbicides  would  degrade  the  wilderness  character  and 
perpetuate  a  non-natural  feature  within  the  WSA. 

The  six  private  inholdings  (800  acres  total)  are  concentrated  in  the 
western  half  of  the  WSA.  All  landowners  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
retain  ownership  and  access  to  their  private  lands.  While  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  current  management  on  these  parcels  will  change  in  the 
future,  if  significant  changes  did  occur,  the  BLM  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  solitude  in  the  vicinity  of  the  affected  parcels. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but 
expected  to  be  low.  However,  development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights 
within  the  WSA  would  be  more  costly  if  the  WSA  was  designated,  due  to 
restrictions  on  mining  operations. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  live- 
stock grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to 
continue  subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may 
include  not  only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use 
and  maintenance  of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that 
were  in  existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of 
these  provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation 
on  existing  livestock  operations.  However,  because  of  limitations  on  new 
improvements,  five  proposed  reservoirs  would  possibly  not  be  constructed 
in  the  Nevada  Coleman  Allotment  if  the  WSA  was  designated.  The  reser- 
voirs were  identified  as  beneficial  to  achieve  range  improvement  goals 
identified  in  the  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan.  The  consequences  of 
not  constructing  the  five  reservoirs  would  be  that  range  conditions  would 
be  expected  to  improve  less  rapidly  within  the  WSA  and  the  entire 
allotment.   Because  improvement  in  range  condition  is  not  solely  due  to 

improvements,  but  includes  weather  and  other  variable  factors,  quantifi- 
cation of  the  impact  is  impossible. 

WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.   Designation  would  be 
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expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  hunting  quota  system,  the  reduction  of 
hunting  pressure  would  have  no  significant  beneficial  impacts. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure 
long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to  reduce  the  level 
of  visitor  use  due  to  the  lack  of  significant  wilderness  and  special 
feature  values.  The  displacement  of  the  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  a 
small  but  significant  negative  impact  to  the  motorized  hunters.  This  is 
because  the  special  attractive  nature  of  the  Refuge  non-hunting  area 
cannot  be  duplicated  elsewhere  in  the  region.  Thus  the  special  value  of 
the  southern  half  of  the  WSA  to  most  big  game  hunters  would  be  lost. 

VII.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive 
excavations. 

VIII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  livestock  grazing  and  recreation 
in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with  economic  factors 
would  be  minimally  impacted. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

110,000  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

9  Acres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  re- 
quired by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 
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Overall,  the  designation  of  all  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the  eastern  half  of  the 
WSA,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and  outstanding  opportun- 
ities for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  due  to  the  large  size  of 
the  WSA.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural 
resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation.  Designation 
would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Most  of  the 
cultural  values,  however,  are  close  to  the  southern  boundary  with  access 
routes  in  the  portion  of  the  WSA  identified  as  having  manageability 
problems.  The  problems  of  vehicle  control  would  reduce  the  benefits  to 
cultural  resources  of  wilderness  designation. 

Two  powerline  right-of-ways  (R/W)  would  degrade  naturalness  along  1.5 

miles  of  the  western  boundaries  through  continued  access  for  maintenance 
on  one  R/W  and  construction  of  a  new  powerline  on  the  second  R/W.  No 
other  valid  rights  are  known  to  exist  within  the  WSA. 

The  wilderness  value  of  solitude  would  be  enhanced  over  existing  levels 
by  the  closure  of  internal  ways.  Due  to  the  low  frequency  of  vehicles 
this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact  most  of  the  year.  The  only  time 
during  the  year  when  solitude  would  be  significantly  improved  is  during 
the  late  summer/early  fall  hunting  seasons.  This  would  be  expected  to 
occur  during  a  period  of  low  wilderness  use  because  of  dry  conditions. 
Solitude  would  be  expected  to  remain  unchanged  in  the  vicinity  of  Nevada 
Highways  34  and  8A,  the  powerline  road  and  at  Bitner  Ranch.  In  these 
areas  the  regular,  low  frequency  passage  of  vehicles  on  dirt/gravel 
roads.   The  dust  trails  remain  visible  for  15  minutes  for  up  to  15  miles. 

Non-wilderness  uses  on  adjoining  lands,  BLM,  private,  and  FWS,  would  not 
be  expected  to  adversely  affect  the  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA, 
with  one  possible  exception.  The  dominant  uses  of  the  non-wilderness 
lands  would  be  expected  to  be  similar  to  those  presently  occurring, 
namely  livestock  grazing  and  wildlife  habitat  management.  If  the  Lone 
Pine  Mining  District  becomes  active  for  significant  levels  of  exploration 
or  development,  naturalness  and/or  solitude  could  be  adversely  affected 
near  the  District.  Dust  and  noise  from  machinery  would  be  the  principal 
factors  involved. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long-term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
of  the  southern  edge  and  most  of  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  are  cut  by  a 
series  of  ways  across  low  sagebrush  flats,  crested  wheatgrass  seedings 
and  sprayed  fields.  At  these  locations,  the  lack  of  control  points  to 
regulate  vehicle  access  would  not  allow  reasonable  control  of  vehicle 
use.  Wilderness  character  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
preserve  in  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
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remain.  The  three  treatment  areas  (4,500  acres)  along  the  southern 
boundary  will  be  retreated  to  remove  brush  on  an  estimated  15  to  25  year 
cycle.  The  re-treatment  with  herbicides  would  degrade  the  wilderness 
character  and  perpetuate  unnatural  features  within  the  WSA. 

The  16  private  inholdings  (840  acres  total)  are  scattered  throughout  the 
eastern  half  of  the  WSA.  All  landowners  contacted  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  retain  ownership  to  their  parcels.  There  has  been  no  interest 
expressed  to  date  for  construction  of  vehicular  access  routes  to  parcels 
without  access.  While  it  is  not  anticipated  that  current  management  on 
these  parcels  will  change  in  the  future;  if  significant  changes  did 
occur,  the  BLM  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  naturalness  or  solitude  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  affected  parcels. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  largely  unknown, 
but  expected  to  be  low.  However,  development  of  any  valid  mineral  rights 
within  the  WSA  would  be  more  restricted  by  designation.  The  development 
of  mineral  resources  on  those  portions  of  the  Lone  Pine  Mining  District 
could  be  negatively  impacted  by  wilderness  designation.  The  chances  of 
development  occurring  are  currently  rated  as  moderate  to  high. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing,  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  minor  limitations.  Existing  grazing  may  include  not 
only  the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  However,  because  of  limitations  on  new 
improvements,  ten  proposed  reservoirs  and  a  proposed  675  acre  seeding 
would  not  be  constructed  if  the  WSA  was  designated.  The  projects  were 
identified  as  beneficial  to  achieve  range  improvement  goals  identified  in 
the  Cowhead/Massacre  Land  Use  Plan.  The  consequences  of  not  constructing 
the  projects  would  be  that  range  conditions  would  be  expected  to  improve 
less  rapidly  within  the  WSA  and  the  entire  allotment.  Because  improve- 
ment in  range  condition  is  not  solely  due  to  improvements,  but  includes 
weather  and  other  variable  factors,  quantification  of  the  impact  is 
impossible. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game,  but  since  the  hunts 
are  based  upon  a  well  regulated  hunting  strategy,  the  reduction  of 
hunting  pressure  would  have  no  significant  positive  impacts.  Designa- 
tion could  result  in  positive  benefits  for  sage  grouse  populations  if 
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current  research  efforts  indicate  that  hunting  pressure  is  a  significant 
limiting  factor  in  northwestern  Nevada.  Designation  would  not  be 
expected  to  significantly  benefit  bighorn  sheep  if  a  reintroduction  was 
ever  carried  out  on  the  western  rim,  due  to  severe  topography. 

.   WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  the  wild  horse 
program  through  wilderness  designation  because  trap  sites  could  still  be 
used  under  wilderness  management. 

[  WOODLAND 

Designation  as  wilderness  would  eliminate  fuel  wood  cutting.  This  would 
have  an  insignificant  impact  on  woodlands  but  have  a  significant  negative 
impact  on  woodcutters.  Woodcutters  would  have  increased  costs  due  to 
lower  quality  wood  and  increased  mileage.  This  would  affect  25-35 
woodcutters. 

I,   VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long- 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality. 

[I  RECREATION 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change  in  the  type 
of  recreational  user  from  one  dependent  upon  motorized  vehicles  to  one 
that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to  reduce  the  level 
of  visitor  use  due  to  a  lack  of  highly  attractive  wilderness  values  and 
special  features.  The  displacement  of  the  motorized  vehicle  use  would 
have  a  low  to  insignificant  impact  on  hunters  on  the  western  half  of  the 
WSA.   There  would  be  no  impacts  on  the  eastern  half. 

[  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive 
excavations.  Designation  would  restrict  the  archaeologist's  ability  to 
conduct  field  excavations  as  they  disturb  the  naturalness  of  the  area. 

.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  livestock  grazing  and  recrea- 
tion in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with  economic 
factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 
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XI.   LANDS  AND  REALTY 


Designation  would  restrict  further  expansion  of  the  powerline  corridor  to 
the  east  of  the  existing  R/W's.  Since  development  could  still  proceed  to 
the  west,  there  would  be  no  significant  impact. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

1 390  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
SO  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  15,090  acres  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain 
WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  All  multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would 
continue  (i.e.,  grazing,  hunting,  fishing). 

Overall  the  designation  of  15,090  acres  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be 
beneficial  to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and 
management  objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  Opportunities 
for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  assured  throughout  the 
recommended  suitable  area  since  areas  with  motorized  recreation  use  have 
been  eliminated  from  this  alternative. 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  under  this  alternative  include 
high  scenic  and  archaeological  values  in  the  4  miles  of  Willow  Creek 
Canyon  within  this  alternative. 

Impacts  to  solitude  from  outside  influences  would  be  the  same  as  in 

Alternative  I.   Impacts  to  naturalness  from  development  of  private  land 

within  the  WSA  would  be  similar  to  Alternative  I.  Eight  parcels  would  be 
affected. 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  from  livestock  grazing  will  be  the  same  as 
in  Alternative  I,  except  that  impact  from  motorized  vehicles  will  be  less 
since  the  majority  of  motorized  use  routes  have  been  deleted  from  the 
suitable  area. 

Designation  of  the  suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral 
development.  This  would  benefit  preservation  of  naturalness  and  soli- 
tude, although  potential  for  development  appears  low.  Non-designation  of 
5,560  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilderness  character- 
istics. Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time 
through  recreational  and  livestock  operator  use.  The  predominant  use  of 
the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly 
change  in  the  future.  If  the  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  is  developed 
through  the  non-suitable  area,  naturalness  would  be  adversely  impacted  in 
that  area. 

MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  I  for  all  lands  recommended  suit- 
able. There  are  no  impacts  on  the  unsuitable  lands.  The  potential  power 
corridor  alignment  will  not  be  affected  as  the  proposed  alignment  area 
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has  been  deleted  from  the  suitable  recommendation.  Where  no  shifts  in 
proposed  alignments  were  feasible  and  the  alignment  was  considered  high 
priority  (Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company,  5-15-84),  the  affected  portions 
of  the  WSA  were  deleted  because  of  the  resource  conflict  created  by  the 
potential  utility  corridor.  Where  shifts  of  corridor  alignments  to  areas 
outside  the  WSA  were  possible  or  where  high  priority  alternative  routes 
were  available  (Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company,  5-15-84),  utility  corridors 
were  not  considered  to  be  resource  conflicts  and  WSA  areas  were  not 
deleted.  In  this  case  realignment  of  the  corridor  south  of  the  WSA  does 
not  appear  feasible  and  therefore  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  impacted  by 
the  potential  alignment  was  deleted. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  I,  however,  much  of 
the  vehicle  accessible  country  has  been  deleted  under  this  alternative. 
Inspections  and  salting  presently  require  non-motorized  access  and 
therefore,  would  not  be  impacted  by  wilderness  designation.  Keeping  the 
Long  Valley  Canyon  Road  and  the  road  to  The  Crossing  open  will  offset  any 
inconvenience  caused  by  much  of  the  added  costs  of  wilderness  designation 
by  allowing  vehicles  deeper  into  the  WSA  for  maintenance  of  range 
developments.  With  this  alternative  4  reservoirs,  1  developed  spring  and 
3.5  miles  of  fence  exist  that  would  need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  although  keeping 
open  the  most  heavily  used  hunting  roads  should  cause  more  hunting 
pressure  than  in  Alternative  I.  In  addition,  wildlife  habitat  will  be 
subject  to  more  human  disturbance  than  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  recreation  roads  will  allow 
greater  hunting  use  of  these  areas  through  increased  vehicle  access- 
ibility and  still  provide  for  wilderness  experiences  within  the  area 
identified  in  this  alternative  for  wilderness  designation.  Recreation 
use  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  expected  to  change  much  and  may  even  increase 
with  easier  access  and  the  attention  an  area  receives  once  designated  as 
wilderness.  (See  Alternative  I.) 

VII.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  with  less 
protection  for  lower  Willow  Creek  Canyon.  However,  except  for  motorized 
access  to  The  Crossing,  the  canyon  itself  precludes  motorized  access. 


4-54 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  II 


I[  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Revision  of  boundaries  in  this  alternative  eliminates  the  majority  of 
motorized  access  impacts  on  livestock  permittees  and  recreational 
hunters.  No  adverse  impact  to  the  utility  industry  would  result  because 
sufficient  space  is  provided  for  development  of  a  utility  corridor  along 
the  south  side  of  the  WSA  outside  the  suitable  area.  Adverse  impacts  to 
private  landowners  would  result  if  motorized  access  restrictions  were 
imposed.  However,  under  BLM  Wilderness  Policy,  reasonable  access  to 
private  inholdings  includes  provisions  for  motorized  access. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

5220  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
3240  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  25,220  acres  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by  FLPMA. 
Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values 
would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management.  All  wilderness 
compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.  livestock,  grazing, 
hunting) . 

Overall,  the  designation  of  the  suitable  area  would  be  beneficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
throughout  most  of  the  year  except  during  hunting  season  when  high  levels 
of  hunting  decrease  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  occur  throughout  the  WSA  with 
destination  type  features  centered  around  the  broad  open  ridges  and 
canyons  of  Five  Springs,  Rush  Creek  and  Cherry  Mountains. 

Special  features  are  limited  within  the  WSA  as  the  area  has  moderate 
relief  and  contains  vegetative  features  typical  of  the  region.  Archae- 
ological values  are  the  only  special  features  within  the  WSA.  All 
identified  sites  are  located  outside  the  suitable  area  along  the 
southwestern  edge  of  the  WSA  in  association  with  the  Deep  Cut  National 
Register  District.  However,  potential  for  additional  sites  is  good  near 
natural  water  areas  throughout  the  suitable  area. 

Wilderness  values  would  not  be  affected  by  any  off-site  sights  and  sounds 
or  uses  on  adjoining  lands  to  the  west,  northeast  and  southeast.  On  the 
southwest,  sounds  of  agriculture  machinery  in  adjacent  irrigated  fields  1 
to  2  miles  from  the  suitable  area  may  adversely  inpact  opportunities  for 
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solitude  within  the  southwestern  slopes  of  the  WSA.  Impacts  are  in- 
termittent and  slight  to  moderate.  The  predominant  use  of  adjacent 
non-wilderness  land,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing 
and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future. 

Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  reduced 
through  deletion  of  periferal  portions  of  the  WSA  where  open  terrain  and 
numerous  access  roads  and  ways  are  located.  Occasional  unauthorized 
motorized  use  of  the  suitable  area  could  occur  because  there  are  some 
vehicle  accessible  portions  of  the  suitable  area  boundaries.  However 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude  and  naturalness  would  be  slight  because 
roughness  of  terrain  preclude  frequent  violations. 

Motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock  operations  and  periodic  access 
for  maintenance;  all  provided  for  under  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy, 
would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  Such  occasional  use  of  ways  will 
also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from  reverting  back  to  a  natural 
condition. 

Two  private  inholdings  totaling  120  acres  are  located  within  the  suitable 
area.  One  40  acre  parcel  is  owned  by  a  livestock  permittee  and  is  used 
for  livestock  grazing.  One  80  acre  parcel  is  owned  by  a  former  livestock 
permittee  who  had  had  his  grazing  privileges  revoked  for  non  compliance 
with  BLM  grazing  license  provisions.  No  access  eays  exist  to  either  of 
these  parcels  and  no  improvements  exist  on  them.  Present  use  of  the 
parcels  would  not  adversely  impact  wilderness  values,  however,  the 
historical  adversary  rapport  that  one  landowner  has  maintained  with  BLM 
makes  future  management  of  wilderness  values  adjacent  to  his  inholding 
uncertain. 

No  exploration  or  development  has  occurred  on  two  oil  and  gas  leases 
within  the  central  portion  of  the  suitable  area.  Provisions  to  protect 
wilderness  values  are  contained  within  the  lease  stipulations  therefore 
adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  would  be  minimal.  Designation  of 
the  suitable  area  will  also  serve  to  protect  the  wilderness  values  of  the 
area  from  other  mineral  development  and  unauthorized  road  building. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  a  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  adversely  affect  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness. 

Non-designation  of  23,240  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  near  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area, 
utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness. 
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MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I  except  that 
one  oil  and  gas  lease  and  the  potential  utility  corridor's  route  are  now 
outside  the  WSA  and  not  impacted  at  all  by  wilderness  designation. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  but  significantly  less  than  those  described  in 
Alternative  I  because  most  existing  facilities  are  located  outside  the 
suitable  area.  Under  this  alternative  3  developed  springs  would  need 
periodic  maintenance. 

V  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

No  impact. 

.   WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  under  Alternative  I  for  the 
suitable  area  but  less  protection  is  afforded  because  less  acreage  is 
suitable.  The  present  situation  would  continue  on  the  nonsuitable 
areas.  Fur  trappers  will  not  be  adversely  affected  since  all  open  areas 
and  access  routes  remain  open. 

I   VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I  for  the 
suitable  area.  No  change  from  the  present  situation  will  occur  in  the 
non-suitable  area.  If  development  of  a  utility  corridor  occurred  along 
the  south  side  of  the  WSA  in  the  non-suitable  area,  scenic  quality  in 
that  area  would  be  adversely  impacted. 

I.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  recreation  roads  and  ways  and 
open  terrain  along  the  edges  of  the  WSA  will  allow  for  continued  motor- 
ized access  for  hunting  and  still  provide  for  wilderness  experiences 
within  the  suitable  area.  A  low  use  motorcycle  trail  through  the 
suitable  area  would  be  closed.   Impact  is  slight. 

Slight  increases  in  wilderness  use  may  occur  (see  Alternative  I),  while 
hunting  use  should  remain  the  same. 
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WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAINS 

32,640  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
31,150  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  32,640  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Overall,  the  designation  of  32,640  acres  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under 
this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness  and  outstanding 
opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  from  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  reduced 
through  closure  of  ways  that  penetrate  from  1  to  6  miles  into  the  WSA. 
Primary  benefits  would  occur  during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Naturalness 
would  also  be  slightly  enhanced  through  these  closures  by  eliminating 
rutting  caused  by  wet  season  use  of  off  highway  vehicles  on  WSA  lands 
adjacent  to  these  access  ways.  Preservation  of  naturalness  would  also  be 
assured  in  2  areas  which  under  no  wilderness  may  be  developed  for  utility 
corridors. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  excellent  in  the  large  rugged 
area  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  designation  will  protect  the  features  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  that  are  contained  in  this  mountainous  land 
mass.  Designation  of  the  suitable  area  will  also  serve  to  protect  the 
wilderness  values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and  unauthorized 
road  building. 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  by  wilderness  designation  include 
moderate  to  high  scenic  qualities  in  the  mountainous  portions  of  the  WSA, 
raptor  nesting  areas,  and  natural  appearing  landscapes,  particularly  in 
the  rugged  canyons  of  the  Skedaddles,  Amedees  and  Wendel  Cliffs. 

Portions  of  the  suitable  area's  south  and  west  facing  slopes  are  subject 
to  off-site  sights  and  sounds.  Outside  influences  result  from:  Vehicle 
use  and  ocassional  aircraft  landing  at  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  located  2  to 
5  miles  south  of  the  WSA;  explosions  at  the  Depot's  ammunition  demolition 
area,  located  adjacent  to  a  portion  of  the  suitable  area  with  the  actual 
demolition  facility  located  3  to  6  miles  from  the  suitable  area 
boundary;  Southern  Pacific  trains  that  run  within  i  to  6  miles  south  of 
the  WSA;  A  geothermal/woodburning  power  plant  proposed  for  construction 
in  1985,  2  miles  west  of  the  WSA;  and  regular  but  unorganized  motorcycle 
riding  on  sand  and  gravel  slopes  that  form  the  basal  area  along  the  WSA  s 
south  and  south-west  sides. 

These  features  adversely  impact  solitude  within  the  WSA  on  an  inter- 
mittent basis.   Audible  impacts  to  solitude  from  the  Sierra  Army  Depot  s 
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demolitions,  Southern  Pacific  train  traffic  and  motorcycle  riding  are 
similar  to,  but  less  than,  Alternative  I  because  of  the  southern  boundary 
set  back  of  1  to  5  miles  from  these  activities. 

Naturalness  within  the  WSA  is  minimally  impacted  by  livestock,  watering 
facilities  (small  earthen  dam  type  reservoirs,  developed  springs).  Vege- 
tation around  a  small  area  adjacent  to  the  water  developments  appears 
unnatural  because  repeat  livestock  use  of  the  area  tramples  the  vegeta- 
tion. However,  natural  vegetation  of  reservoir  dams  and  their  location 
within  drainages  that  screen  them  from  adjacent  areas  makes  the  overall 
adverse  impact  on  naturalness  small  and  not  in  conflict  with  the  area's 
overall  appearance  of  naturalness. 

The  boundaries  in  this  alternative  are  considered  manageable.  Boundaries 
follow  natural  terrain  features  easily  recognized  and/or  difficult  to 
reach  by  motorized  vehicles  due  to  steep  rocky  slopes.  Two  exceptions, 
however,  occur  within  this  alternative.  The  area  between  the  Spencer 
Creek  access  way  and  the  Amedee  Cliffs  is  an  isolated  finger  of  the 
suitable  area  £  mile  wide  by  l\  miles  long  with  two  parcels  of  private 
land  at  the  end  of  the  access  way.  The  area  including  and  north  of 
Skedaddle  Creek  drainages  that  contain  heavily  used  access  ways  has  lower 
wilderness  qualities  in  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  WSA  and  contains 
three  parcels  of  private  land  that  require  motorized  access. 

Grazing  is  a  grandfathered  use  in  the  WSA  and  this  use  would  not  impair 
existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs)  has  been  identified.  These  projects  are 
expected  to  slightly  degrade  naturalness  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
facility.  However,  the  corresponding  improvements  in  range  condition  as 
a  result  of  implementing  grazing  systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  en- 
hancement to  naturalness  by  increasing  ground  cover  density  of  native 
grasses,  increasing  species  diversity  and  vigor. 

Seven  placer  claims  for  perlite  totaling  100  acres  approximately  are 
located  in  T.29N.  R.16E.  sections  10  and  15.  These  claims  have  existing 
pre-FLPMA  rights  so  development  of  the  claims  could  occur  under  wilderess 
designation.  The  claims  are  located  in  the  North  Fork  of  Wendel  Canyon 
just  below  the  western  end  of  Hot  Springs  Peak  ridge.  A  cherrystem 
access  road  provides  access  to  the  claims.  Claim  development  would 
adversely  impact  naturalness  and  solitude  within  the  immediate  area  of 
the  development,  but  because  of  the  screening  provided  by  the  deep  canyon 
and  surrounding  ridges  where  the  claims  are  located,  overall  impact  on 
the  WSA  would  be  low. 

No  interest  has  been  shown  in  exploration  for  other  minerals.  Explora- 
tion and  development  of  geothermal  resources  within  the  portion  of  the 
Wendel  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA)  located  within  the  WSA  has 
not  occurred.  However,  exploration  and  development  has  occurred  in  other 
portions  of  the  KGRA  west  of  the  WSA  on  level  valley  floor  areas. 
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Non-designation  of  31,150  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non- 
suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  natural- 
ness in  that  area.  Geothermal  development  would  impact  naturalness  and 
solitude  within  the  KGRA  area.  The  potential  is  considered  slight  due  to 
the  ruggedness  of  the  terrain. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

On  the  non-designated  areas  there  would  be  no  impact  to  mineral  develop- 
ment. Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  in  Alternative  I  on  the  designated 
area.   Total  impact  is  considered  low. 

Impact  to  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  is  considered  low.  Suf- 
ficient space  for  an  east-west  utility  corridor  along  the  existing 
underground  telephone  cable  north  of  the  WSA  has  been  provided  for  by 
deleting  that  portion  of  the  WSA  from  the  suitable  area  of  this  alterna- 
tive. This  alignment  is  considered  high  priority  by  Sierra  Pacific  Power 
Company.  Use  of  a  second  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  that 
extends  through  the  northeast  and  east  sides  of  the  WSA  on  a  northwest- 
southwest  alignment  would  be  precluded.  Impact  is  considered  low  since 
alternate  alignments  exist,  including  the  alignment  provided  for  outside 
the  suitable  area  in  this  alternative. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  in  Alternative  I.  Under  this 
alternative,  5  developed  springs,  6  reservoirs  and  1.5  miles  of  fence 
would  need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  as  wilderness  will  have  similar  effects  as  those  discussed 
under  Alternative  I.  Fur  trappers  will  not  be  as  adversely  affected 
since  all  of  the  heavily  used  access  routes  remain  open. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I  on  the  suitable  area.  No  immediate  change 
from  the  present  situation  on  the  non-suitable  area.  There  is  potential 
for  impacts  to  visual  quality  from  geothermal  and  utility  corridor 
development  on  the  non-suitable  areas. 
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IV,   RECREATION 


Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  recreation  cherrystem  roads, 
ways,  and  open  areas  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  WSA  will  allow  for 
continued  hunting  use  similar  to  the  present  situation,  while  providing 
for  wilderness  experiences  within  the  core  area  identified  in  this 
alternative  for  wilderness  designation.  Increases  in  wilderness  use  may 
occur  (see  Alternative  I),  while  hunting  use  should  remain  the  same. 

'II  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  on  designated  area.  No 
change  from  present  situation  on  non-designated  area. 

X  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  significant  social  or  economical  impacts  would  occur.  Revision  of 
boundaries  in  this  alternative  eliminates  the  majority  of  motorized 
access  impacts  on  livestock  permittees,  recreational  hunters  and  fur 
trappers.  Minimal  impact  to  the  utility  industry  would  result  because 
sufficient  space  is  provided  for  development  of  a  utility  corridor  along 
the  existing  underground  telephone  cable  right-of-way.  No  impacts  to 
Sierra  Army  Depot  would  occur  as  described  in  Alternative  I.  Potential 
limitation  on  geothermal  development  exists  if  exploration  development 
were  deemed  feasible  within  the  rugged  mountainous  area  of  the  WSA, 
considered  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

f"  340  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
r  685  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

:.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  47,340  acres  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource 
uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock,  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  I  with  these 
exceptions:  47,685  less  acres  would  receive  statutory  wilderness  protec- 
tion. Most  of  the  deleted  area  is  open  country  on  the  periphery  of  the 
WSA,  that  is  easily  accessed  by  off  highway  vehicles.  Opportunities  for 
experiencing  solitude,  naturalness  and  primitive  recreation  would  remain 
available  on  most  of  the  deleted  acreage,  but  future  protection  of  these 
values  would  not  be  assured.  Adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  values  in  the 
non-designated  areas  may  be  caused  by  off  highway  vehicle  use,  utility 
corridor  development,  possible  geothermal  development  on  the  southern  5 
miles  of  the  WSA,  and  also  on  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  from  offsite 
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sights  and  sounds  (explosion  sounds,  dust  and  smoke  clouds)  of  the  Sierra 
Army  Depot's  demolition  facility  two  miles  west  of  the  WSA's  southwestern 
border. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  abound  throughout  the  WSA.  Most  of  the  WSA's 
90,000+  acres  are  virtually  undisturbed  by  factors  that  adversely  impact 
solitude.   Apparent  naturalness  occurs  throughout  the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  available  throughout  the  WSA, 
however,  areas  of  highest  interest  are  located  on  the  northern  and 
eastern  portions  of  the  WSA  where  the  canyons,  peaks  and  escarpments  of 
Dry  Valley  Rim  provide  good  opportunities  for  challenging  hiking,  explor- 
ation, and  destination  type  features.  Features  of  particular  interest 
are  Red  Rock,  Parker,  and  Thomas  Canyons,  and  Dry  Valley  Ridge  Crest. 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  are  centered  around  Dry  Valley  Rim  and 
wildlife.  The  rim  provides  scenic  interest,  dramatic  vertical  relief, 
and  affords  excellent  vistas  from  atop  its  1000  to  1500  foot  escarpment. 
Wildlife  is  also  of  particular  interest  in  the  WSA  with  good  opportu- 
nities for  viewing  deer,  antelope,  sagegrouse  and  golden  eagles. 
Opportunities  for  viewing  wild  horses  are  also  good. 

Off  site  sounds  from  the  Sierra  Army  Depot's  demolition  facility 
occassionally  adversly  impact  opportunities  for  experiencing  solitude  and 
naturalness  in  the  very  southern  end  of  the  suitable  area.  Impacts  to 
solitude  result  from  loud  but  brief  explosions  that  occur  at  the  demo- 
lition facility  five  miles  upwind  from  the  suitable  areas  southern 
boundary.  Impacts  to  naturalness  result  from  occassional  smoke  and  dust 
clouds  that  drift  over  the  suitable  area  following  the  explosions. 
Highest  impacts  within  the  WSA  occur  south  of  this  area  and  are  the 
reason  the  southern  four  miles  of  the  WSA  was  deleted  from  this  alterna- 
tive. Impacts  to  the  area  north  of  the  deleted  portion  are  significantly 
less  and  do  not  warrant  further  deletion. 

Non  wilderness  management  of  surrounding  BLM  land  is  for  livestock 
grazing.  This  would  not  be  expected  to  adversely  affect  wilderness 
values  or  experiences  and  this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  signifi- 
cantly in  the  future.  Four  private  inholdings  are  located  around  springs 
and  are  used  primarily  for  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  change. 
All  parcels  are  small  (40  to  80  acres)  and  are  located  on  the  east  face 
of  Dry  Valley  Rim  and  are  not  accessible  by  vehicle. 

Five  placer  mining  claims  are  located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley 
Rim.  No  development  has  occurred  on  the  claims  and  potential  is  low  for 
future  development.  However,  if  the  claims  were  developed  adverse 
impacts  to  naturalness  and  solitude  would  be  high  because  of  the  exposed 
location  of  the  claims  on  the  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim.  One  potential 
alignment  for  a  utility  corridor  passes  through  the  southwest  edge  of  the 
suitable  area.  Development  would  be  precluded  by  wilderness  designa- 
tion. Livestock  water  facilities  are  scattered  through  the  WSA  but  are 
low  profile  and  do  not  adversely  impact  naturalness. 
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The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  manageable  with  few  conflicts. 
Manageability  could  be  improved,  however,  in  one  area.  Open  terrain 
northwest  of  the  access  way  up  Skedaddle  Creek  affords  many  opportunities 
for  vehicles  to  pioneer  new  access  ways.  Presently  such  use  is  limited 
to  an  occasional  individual.  However,  if  future  use  increased,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  control  due  to  the  open  terrain  and  limited  natural 
barriers.  Adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  through  pioneering  of  new  ways 
:  and  rutting  would  result.  Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  during 
the  fall  hunting  season. 

Grazing  and  five  pre-FLPMA  mining  claims  are  the  only  grandfathered 
uses.  Grazing  use  would  not  degrade  wilderness.  Mining  claim 
development  would  degrade  naturalness  and  solitude,  but  development 
potential  is  considered  low.  All  private  inholdings  are  managed  for 
livestock  watering.  This  management  is  not  expected  to  change  in  the 
future. 

As  a  results  of  land  use  planning  and  allotment  management  planning,  and 
a  need  for  construction  of  additional  grazing  facilities  (reservoirs  and 
spring  developments)  has  been  identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to 
adversely  affect  naturalness  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility. 
However,  the  corresponding  improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of 
implementing  grazing  systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  nat- 
uralness. No  valid  pre-FLPMA  rights  exist  in  the  area.  Non-designation 
of  47,685  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of  wilderness  charac- 
teristics. Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator  and  trapper 
use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is 
not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra 
utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non-suitable  area, 
utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  naturalness  in  that  area. 

C.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Development  of  five  pre-FLPMA  placer  mining  claims  totalling  640  acres 
located  on  the  east  face  of  Dry  Valley  Rim  could  occur  because  the  claims 
are  grandfathered  uses  of  the  WSA.  However,  probability  of  development 
is  considered  low  because  potential  is  low.  Designation  of  the  rest  of 
the  suitable  area  would  remove  it  from  mineral  exploration  and  develop- 
ment. However,  no  interest  has  been  shown  in  this  area  and  impacts  are 
expected  to  be  low.  Geothermal  leasing  in  the  prospectively  valuable 
portion  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  impacted  since  this  area  has  been  deleted 
from  the  suitable  area.  Geothermal  leases  in  the  suitable  area  could 
occur  subject  to  provisions  to  protect  wilderness  values  (i.e.,  offsite 
drilling  and  resource  utilization).  The  area  in  the  southwestern  corner 
of  the  WSA  containing  one  undeveloped  oil  and  gas  lease  and  a  sand  and 
gravel  deposit  is  located  outside  the  suitable  area  of  this  alternative. 

The  potential  route  for  a  utility  corridor  through  the  southwestern  edge 
of  the  WSA  would  be  precluded.  This  alignment,  however,  is  considered 
low  priority.   Two  high  priority  alignments  on  the  east  and  northern 
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sides  of  the  suitable  area  are  deleted  from  this  alternative.  Total 
impact  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  essentially  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 
Non-designating  all  the  heavily  used  roads  and  access  ways  will  offset 
some  of  the  vehicle  restrictions.  Under  this  alternative,  two  reservoirs 
and  one  developed  spring  will  need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSE  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  under  Alternative  I.  However, 
existing  trap  sites  are  located  outside  the  suitable  area  and,  therefore, 
motorized  vehicle  access  to  these  sites  would  not  require  BLM  State 
Director  approval. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  as  wilderness  will  have  similar  effects  as  those  discussed 
under  Alternative  I.  Fur  trappers  will  not  be  as  adversely  affected 
since  all  of  the  heavily  used  access  routes  remain  open. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I  on  the  suitable  area.  No  change  from  the 
present  situation  on  the  non-suitable  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  recreation  roads,  ways,  and  open 
areas  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  WSA  will  allow  for  continued  hunting  use 
similar  to  the  present  situation,  while  providing  for  wilderness  exper- 
iences within  the  core  area  identified  in  this  alternative  for  wilderness 
designation.  Increases  in  wilderness  use  may  occur  (see  Alternative  I), 
while  hunting  use  should  remain  the  same.  The  major  motorcycle  trail 
through  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  (the  Diamond  Back  Enduro  Course) 
would  remain  available  for  use,  as  it  is  outside  the  suitable  area. 
Other  low  use  and  low  profile  trails  through  the  central  portion  of  the 
suitable  area  would  be  closed.  Adverse  impact  to  motorcycle  riders  will 
be  low. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  on  designated  area.  No 
change  from  present  situation  on  non-designated  area. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  significant  social  or  economic  impacts  would  occur.  Revision  of 
boundaries  in  this  alternative  eliminates  the  majority  of  motorized 
access  impacts  on  livestock  permittees,   recreational  hunters  and  fur 
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trappers.  Oil  and  gas  leases,  the  prospectively  valuable  area  for 
geothermal,  and  the  sand  and  gravel  area  are  not  impacted  because  they 
all  occur  in  the  non-suitable  portion  of  this  alternative.  Minimal 
impact  to  the  utility  industry  would  result  because  sufficient  space  is 
provided  for  development  of  two  utility  corridor  alignments  along  the 
existing  underground  telephone  cable  right-of-way  on  the  north  and  also 

along  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA  outside  the  suitable  area.  As 
described  in  Alternative  I,  no  impacts  would  occur  to  the  Sierra  Army 
Depot  operations. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 


5C080  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
.7  235  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

;.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  30,080  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The  non-suitable  areas  are  located  around 
the  periphery  of  the  WSA  and  within  the  WSA  where  heavy  motorized 
recreation  use  occurs  on  existing  roads,  ways  and  on  adjacent  open 
terrain. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  the  suitable  area  would  be  beneficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  naturalness 
and  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  occur  throughout  the 
suitable  area  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  canyons  of  Buffalo  Creek's 
South  Fork  and  Hole-in-the-Ground,  distinctive  destination  type  features 
and  challenges  are  lacking. 

Special  features  include  Hole-in-the-Ground,  a  low  rimmed,  200'  deep, 
mile  wide  volcanic  caldera.  Half  of  the  caldera,  however,  is  privately 
owned.  Other  special  features  include  the  canyon  of  Buffalo  Creek's 
South  Fork  which  affords  good  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  in  a  deep  rugged  canyon  setting. 

Under  this  alternative  adverse  impacts  to  solitude  caused  by  motorized 
vehicle  use  would  be  limited  because  the  areas  that  receive  most 
motorized  use  have  been  deleted.  Few  adverse  impacts  to  naturalness 
would  result  because  the  areas  where  most  motorized  use  occurs  and  the 
area  where  the  potential  utility  corridor  alignment  is  proposed,  have 
been  eliminated.  Designation  of  the  suitable  area  will  also  serve  to 
protect  the  wilderness  values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and 
unauthorized  road  building. 
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Wilderness  values  would  not  be  affected  by  any  off-site  sights  and  sounds 
except  during  the  fall  hunting  season  when  the  areas  deleted  from  this 
alternative  because  of  heavy  motorized  use  receive  the  majority  of 
vehicle  traffic.  Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would  be  slight  to  moderate 
depending  upon  levels  of  use  on  the  adjacent  non-suitable  areas.  During 
the  rest  of  the  year  no  adverse  impacts  would  occur. 

The  location  and  size  of  6  private  inholdings  would  present  manageability 
problems  similar  to  Alternative  I.  Five  private  parcels  totaling  340 
acres  are  deleted  in  this  alternative,  however,  the  problems  of  a  non- 
cooperative  landowner  and  potential  for  agricultural  and  recreational 
developments  that  would  adversely  affect  naturalness  and  solitude  on 
surrounding  BLM  land  remains  as  in  Alternative  I.  Motorized  access  into 
private  inholdings  would  continue  to  be  necessary.  Adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result,  the  extent  of  which  would  vary  with  the  frequency 
of  access  needed.  Motorized  access  necessary  for  livestock  operations 
and  periodic  access  for  maintenance,  all  provided  for  under  BLM  Wilder- 
ness Management  Policy,  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  Such 
occasional  use  of  ways  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from 
reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

Control  of  motorized  vehicle  use  would  be  a  problem  in  this  alternative 
despite  deletion  of  all  areas  that  are  heavily  used  by  off  highway 
vehicles  for  hunting  access.  The  entire  western  end  of  the  WSA  west  of 
Hole-in-the-Ground  would  be  difficult  to  manage  for  preservation  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  because  of  the  open  terrain.  Motorized  use  is 
low  in  the  area  at  this  time,  however,  vehicle  encroachment  into  the  area 
is  possible  along  the  5  mile  northern  boundary.  Construction  of  effec- 
tive barriers  would  be  very  difficult  and  costly.  Patrol  of  the  area 
would  also  be  very  costly  and  ineffective  because  of  the  size  of  the  open 
area  and  its  remote  location. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  slightly  degrade  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness. 

Designation  of  the  suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral 
development.  This  would  benefit  natualness  and  solitude.  Non-designa- 
tion of  17,235  acres  would  result  in  continued  periodic  adverse  impacts 
to  solitude  from  motorized  hunting  use.  Naturalness  would  be  period- 
ically impacted  by  rutting  caused  by  cross  country  OHV  use  associated 
with  hunting.  New  ways  would  be  established  and  existing  ways  lengthened 
over  time.  Construction  of  a  potential  utility  corridor  on  the  south 
edge  of  the  WSA  would  be  possible,  adversely  impacting  naturalness. 
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[I  MINERAL  RESOURCES 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I  for 
minerals.  Under  this  alternative,  there  would  be  no  impact  to  the 
potential  utility  corridor  alignment. 

Lit  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  essentially  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 
Non-designating  the  most  heavily  used  roads  and  ways  will  offset  most  of 
the  vehicle  restrictions.  Under  this  alternative  1  reservoir,  2  devel- 
oped springs  and  3.5  miles  of  fence  will  need  periodic  maintenance. 

[V  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 

/.  WILDLIFE 

Increased  vehicle  access  on  all  heavily  used  access  routes  will  allow 
hunting  to  occur  similar  to  present  levels.  Pressure  on  wildlife  species 
will  therefore  be  similar  to  present  levels.  Installation  of  upland  game 
guzzlers  could  occur  subject  to  wilderness  values  provisions  described 
under  Wildlife  in  Alternative  I. 

/]   VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  alternative  I. 

/]..  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  recreation  roads  and  ways  along 
the  edges  of  the  WSA  and  in  the  interior  will  allow  greater  recreational 
hunting  use  of  these  areas  and  still  provide  for  wilderness  experiences 
within  the  area  identified  in  this  alternative  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion. Slight  increases  in  wilderness  use  may  occur  (see  Alternative  I), 
while  hunting  use  should  remain  the  same. 

MI  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  in  the  designated  area  are  the  same  as  those  described  under 
Alternative  I.  In  the  non-designated  area  there  will  be  no  change  from 
the  present  situation. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  under  Alternative  I,  but  to  a 
lesser  extent  because  of  increased  motorized  access  provided  for  in  this 
alternative. 
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WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

52,920  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
38,485  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  52,920  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Overall,  the  designation  of  all  of  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
be  beneficial  to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and 
management  objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness 
values  protected  under  this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent 
naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  are  excellent  in  the  large  rugged 
area  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  designation  will  insure  that  the  features  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  that  are  an  integral  part  of  the  primitive 
recreation  experience  in  this  expansive  mountainous  land  mass  will  be 
preserved.  Designation  of  all  the  suitable  area  will  also  serve  to 
protect  the  wilderness  values  of  the  area  from  mineral  development  and 
unauthorized  road  building. 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  under  this  alternative  include 
moderate  to  high  scenic  qualities,  high  archaeological  values  within 
Smoke  Creek  Canyon,  and  good  potential  for  high  "archaeological  values 
throughout  the  WSA.  Designation  would  assure  protection  of  existing 
scenic  qualities  and  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources 
throughout  the  suitable  area,  which  would  not  be  acheived  without 
designation. 

Wilderness  values  would  not  be  affected  by  any  off-site  sights  and  sounds 
or  uses  on  adjoining  lands.  The  predominant  use  of  adjacent  non- 
wilderness  land,  which  is  primarily  BLM  land,  is  livestock  grazing  and 
this  use  is  not  expected  to  change  significantly  in  the  future.  Private 
inholdings  are  also  used  primarily  for  grazing  and  this  use  is  not 
expected  to  change.  However,  sounds  from  vehicle  traffic  on  the  access 
ways  deleted  from  the  suitable  area  will  disturb  solitude,  primarily 
during  the  fall  hunting  season.  Five  private  inholdings  are  used  for 
livestock  grazing  and  watering.  Motorized  access  within  the  suitable 
area  necessary  for  livestock  operations,  periodic  livestock  facility 
maintenance,  and  for  private  inholdings  access  all  provided  for  in  the 
BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy  would  impair  solitude  at  intervals. 

The  suitable  area  in  this  alternative  is  very  manageable  with  minimal 
conflicts.  Distinctive  physical  features  form  most  of  the  boundaries  and 
where  legal  boundaries  are  used  the  lines  occur  where  physical  terrain  or 
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low  motorized  use  assure  good  manageability.  One  small  exception,  how- 
ever, is  private  land  along  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  suitable  area  in 
the  upper  Buffalo  Creek.  Private  land  in  three  adjacent  blocks  in  the 
upper  end  of  Buffalo  Creek  Canyon  is  occasionally  used  for  access  to 
these  parcels  for  livestock  management  purposes.  Manageability  of  the 
suitable  area  would  be  improved  if  the  private  lands  which  are  adjacent 
to  the  Alternative  II  boundary  were  removed  from  the  suitable  area.  This 
would  eliminate  BLM's  need  for  access  coordination  with  the  private  land 
owner  who  lives  near  the  WSA  and  in  a  remote  location  from  BLM  offices. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs  and  spring  developments)  has  been  identi- 
fied. These  projects  are  expected  to  minimally  degrade  naturalness  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness.  Mineral 
development  would  adversely  affect  wilderness  values.  However,  no 
interest  has  been  shown  in  the  area  and  other  than  grazing,  no  valid 
pre-FLPMA  rights  exist. 

Non-designation  of  38,485  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 

MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

On  the  non-designated  areas  there  would  be  no  impact  to  mineral 
development.  Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  in  Alternative  I  on  the 
designated  area.   Total  impact  is  considered  low. 

Impact  to  potential  utility  corridor  alignments  is  considered  low. 
Sufficient  space  for  an  east-west  utility  corridor  along  the  existing 
underground  telephone  cable  south  of  the  WSA  has  been  provided  for  by 
deleting  1  to  2  miles  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  from  the 
suitable  area  of  this  alternative.  This  alignment  is  considered  high 
priority  by  Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company.  Use  of  a  second  potential 
utility  corridor  alignment  that  extends  through  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  WSA  on  a  northwest-southeast  alignment  would  be  precluded.  Impact  is 
considered  low  since  alternate  alignments  exist  including  the  alignment 
provided  for  outside  the  suitable  area  in  this  alternative. 

II.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  in  Alternative  I.  Under  this 
alternative  16  developed  springs  and  1  reservoir  would  need  periodic 
maintenance. 
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IV.   WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 


Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  as  wilderness  will  have  similar  effects  as  those  discussed 
under  Alternative  I.  Fur  trappers  will  not  be  as  adversely  affected 
since  the  majority  of  heavily  used  access  routes  remain  open. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I  on  designated  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used  cherrystem  roads  and  ways  along 
the  edges  of  the  WSA  will  allow  for  continued  motorized  recreational  use 
of  these  areas  and  still  provide  for  wilderness  experiences  within  the 
area  identified  in  this  alternative  for  wilderness  designation.  Adverse 
impacts  to  hunting  will  be  very  slight.  A  low  use  motorcycle  trail  up 
Chimney  Canyon  would  be  closed.   Impact  is  slight. 

Slight  increases  in  wilderness  use  may  occur  (see  Alternative  I),  while 
hunting  use  should  remain  the  same. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

No  change  from  present  situation  as  all  motorized  access  routes  remain 
open. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  significant  social  or  economical  impacts.  Revision  of  boundaries  in 
this  alternative  eliminates  the  majority  of  motorized  access  impacts  on 
livestock  permittees,  recreational  hunters  and  fur  trappers. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

29,540  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
16,250  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA 
without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation.  Should  Congress 
designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would 
receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 


4-70 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  II 

Overall,  the  designation  of  29,540  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the 
southeastern  half  of  the  WSA,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some 
protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without 
designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  re- 
sources. Specific  impacts  would  be  the  same  as  in  Alternative  I  for  the 
designated  portion. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness  in  the  long-term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  problem  with  vehicle  access 
discussed  under  Alternative  I  would  still  occur  near  the  Nolan  Ranch. 

Non-designation  of  16,250  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The 
dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short 
term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  potential  addition 
of  new  projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 

I.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  within  the  suitable  portion  would  be  the  same  as  described  under 
Alternative  I.  The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all  types  of 
mineral  exploration  and  development.  However,  this  is  not  considered 
significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is 
considered  low. 

II.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  would  be  as  described  under  Alternative  I  on  the  designated 
portion.   On  the  non-designated  portion,  there  would  be  no  impacts. 

1.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  of  game  on  the  southeastern  half, 
but  since  the  big  game  hunting  is  well  regulated  at  low  numbers  this 
would  not  be  a  significant  impact.  On  the  non-designated  portion,  there 
would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  portions  of  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum 
protection  afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would 
ensure  long  term  protection  of  the  area's   scenic  quality.   On  the 


4-71 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  II 

non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  from  the 
gradual  lengthening  of  ways. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change 
in  the  type  of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized  ve- 
hicles to  one  that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  would  result  in  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  recreational  users  because  the  designated 
portion  would  not  receive  heavy  hunting  use,  and  the  wilderness  users 
would  not  be  expected  to  be  attracted  to  the  wilderness  area  in  high 
numbers  due  to  a  lack  of  unique  visual,  wildlife,  vegetational,  etc. 
features.  The  impacts  within  the  designated  portion  would  not  be  signif- 
icant because  of  low  visitor  use.  On  the  non-designated  portion  there 
would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation  users. 

VII.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wilder- 
ness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations. 
On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to 
be  managed  under  BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy. 

VIII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignif- 
icant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing 
and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with 
economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 

WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

45,643  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

6,500  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

600  Acres  Non-WSA  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

8  Acres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA 
without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by  FLPMA. 
Should  Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Maintenance  of  existing  small  projects  would  slightly  degrade  wilderness 
character  during  the  work  period  and  the  man  related  intrusion  would 
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remain.  This  impact  would  not  be  significant  due  to  the  small  number  of 
projects.  The  regular  retreatment  of  the  5,500  acre  spray  area  would  not 
allow  the  treatment  area  to  return  to  a  natural  condition.  This  would 
maintain  an  unnatural  feature  within  the  WSA  but  outside  the  designated 
area. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  45,643  acres  would  be  beneficial  to  wilder- 
ness values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives 
designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under 
this  Alternative  are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  the  canyons  and 
outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural 
resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation.   Designation 

would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Additionally,  this 
Alternative  would  allow  creation  of  a  much  larger  area  designated  wilder- 
ness in  combination  with  the  High  Rock  Canyon  and  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
WSA's.  Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  on  the  designated  portion  would  be 
the  same  as  in  Alternative  I. 

Non-designation  of  6,500  acres  would  result  in  no  significant  change  to 
solitude  due  to  continued  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  Recreational 
opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  due  to  the  small  size 
of  the  area  not  designated.  Naturalness  would  be  significantly  reduced 
due  to  maintenance  of  the  existing  spray  project  and  completion  of  a  new 
700  acre  seeding. 

I   MINERAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  non-designated  areas  there  would  be  no  impacts  to  mineral  de- 
velopment. Impacts  to  mineral  development  on  the  designated  portion 
would  be  the  same  as  described  under  Alternative  I. 

I.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  from  designation  on  existing 
livestock  operations.  This  is  because  the  proposed  seeding  would  be 
outside  the  designated  area. 

On  the  non-designated  portions  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to 
livestock  grazing.   The  proposed  seeding  would  be  developed. 

WILDLIFE 

On  the  designated  portions  of  the  WSA  impacts  would  be  as  described  under 
Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated  portions  of  the  WSA  there  would  be 
no  significant  impact  to  wildlife  or  wildlife  users. 

WILD  HORSES 


Impacts  would  be  the  same  as  in  Alternative  I, 


4-73 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  II 


VI.   VISUAL  RESOURCES 


With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the  non-designated 
portion  there  would  be  small  but  significant  impacts  to  visual  resources 
as  unnatural  vegetation  patterns,  due  to  seedings  and  spray  areas,  are 
maintained  on  the  landscape.  This  visual  impairment  will  correspond  to 
existing  BLM  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines  and  would  not  create 
large  scale  visual  degradation. 

VII.  RECREATION 

On  the  designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to 
recreational  users  due  to  low  use  levels.  On  the  non-designated  portion 
there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  designated  portion  impacts  would  be  as  described  under  Alternative 
I.  On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue 
to  decline  due  to  natural  forces,  livestock  and  vandalism. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

On  the  designated  portion  impacts  would  be  as  described  under  Alternative 
I.   On  the  non-designated  portions  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

13,050  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  for  this  alternative  are  the  same  as  for  Alternative  I,  even  though  in 
this  alternative  the  northern,  eastern  and  southern  boundary  roads  are  not 
closed. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

33,300  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
0  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

The  only  difference  between  Alternative  I  and  this  alternative  for  the  WSA  are 
that  in  this  Alternative,  the  western  boundary  roads  would  not  be  closed. 
Impacts  would  be  the  same  in  both  alternatives  with  the  following  differences. 
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SoLtude  values  would  decline  slightly  but  not  significantly  due  to  the 
irjgular  presence  of  vehicles  on  the  western  boundary. 

rh'  negative  impacts  to  hunters  and  trappers  would  be  reduced  due  to  vehicle 
acess  to  the  western  boundary. 

laageability  problems  with  respect  to  vehicles  would  be  significantly 
inreased  over  most  of  the  WSA.  Vehicles  would  have  relative  free  access  to 
25000  acres  within  the  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

4C250  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
1750  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

i6  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 
1,90  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  Land  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

I.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon 
WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by  FLPMA. 
Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values 
would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

The  designation  of  40,250  acres  would  be  beneficial  to  wilderness  values 
because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objectives  designed  to 
protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this  Alter- 
native are  the  high  levels  of  naturalness  in  the  canyons  and  adjacent 
uplands  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection 
for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation. 
Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  The 
identified  special  features  are  protected  under  wilderness  designation. 
Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  on  the  designated  portion  would  be  the 
same  as  in  Alternative  I. 


It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  in  the  long  term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
of  the  northern  portion  is  such  that  reasonable  vehicle  control  points 
could  not  be  developed.  Vehicles  would  continue  to  travel  cross  country 
especially  during  hunting  season. 

Non-designation  of  11,750  acres  would  result  in  significant  negative 
impacts  to  naturalness  when  the  two  seedings,  totaling  3,300  acres,  were 
completed  and  the  barium  area  was  developed.  Such  uses  would  make  those 
areas  non-wilderness  in  character  on  approximately  5,000  acres. 
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II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  a  land  use  plan  decision  there  would  be  no  impact  from  wilderness 
designation.  On  the  other  non-withdrawn  portion  of  the  WSA  the  impact  of 
wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but  expected  to  be  low.  On  the 
non-designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral 
development  since  the  minerals  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  from  designation  on  existing 
livestock  operations.  This  is  because  the  proposed  seedings  would  be 
outside  the  designated  area.  On  the  non-designated  portion  there  would 
be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

On  the  designated  portion  of  the  WSA  impacts  would  be  as  described  under 
Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated  portion  there  would  be  no  signif- 
icant impacts  to  wildlife. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  the  management  facilities  would  be  accessible  under 
wilderness  management. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under  Class  I 
Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum  protection 
afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would  ensure  long 
term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the  non-designated 
portion  visual  quality  would  decline  as  the  seedings  are  completed  and 
mining  exploration  and  development  scars  occur.  This  would  be  a  small 
but  significant  localized  impact. 

VII.  RECREATION 

On  the  designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to 
recreational  users  due  to  low  use  levels.  On  the  non-designated  portion 
there  would  be  no  impact  to  recreation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

On  the  designated  portion  impacts  would  be  as  described  under  Alternative 
I.  On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue 
to  be  managed  under  BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy. 
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[X  WATERSHED 


At  least  two  proposed  erosion  control  structures  could  not  be  built. 
This  would  negatively  impact  erosion  control  and  meadow  rehabilitation 
work.  This  would  result  in  a  significantly  slower  rate  of  revegetation 
in  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignificant  economic 
impact  on  the  area. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

L2470  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

3  cres  Non-WSA  Recommended  for  Designation  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

L1660  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

[..  WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous 
WSA  without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  (12,470  acres).  Should 
Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness 
values  would  receive  statutory  protections  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  12,470  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  benficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objec- 
tives designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected 
under  this  alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the  eastern 
half  of  the  WSA  and  very  restricted  outstanding  opportunities  for  soli- 
tude. The  designation  would  also  allow  creation  of  a  larger  unit  of 
wilderness  in  conjunction  with  the  Sheldon  Refuge.  Designation  would 
also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be 
achieved  without  designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly 
i  benefit  any  other  resources.  Additionally,  wilderness  designation  would 
not  provide  protection  to  any  special  feature. 

Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  resources  on  the  designated  portion  would 
be  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  I,  with  the  exception  of  managea- 
bility. The  ways  and  roads  open  within  the  non-designated  portion  of  the 
WSA  would  open  much  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  WSA  to  vehicle  trespass. 
The  gentle,  open  topography,  low  vegetation  and  lack  of  control  points 
would  allow  access  to  all  of  the  designated  portion  of  the  WSA  except  a 
small  area  in  the  southeastern  corner.  The  remainder  of  the  designated 
area  would  undergo  a  slow  decline  in  wilderness  character  as  new  ways 
were  formed. 

Non-designation  of  11,660  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.   The 
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dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short 
term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  addition  of  new 
projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and  de- 
velopment of  mineral  resources  would  be  as  discussed  under  Alternative 
I.  The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all  types  of  mineral 
exploration  and  development.  However,  this  is  not  considered  significant 
because  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  the  non-designated  portions. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wildlife  on  either  the  designated 
or  non-designated  portions. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Wilderness  designation  would  ensure  long-term  protection  of  the  area's 
scenic  quality.  On  the  non-designated  portions,  the  nature  of  the 
expected  actions,  small  reservoirs  and  extensions  of  ways,  would  not 
significantly  degrade  visual  quality  of  the  long  term. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change 
in  the  type  of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized 
vehicles  to  one  that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to 
reduce  the  level  of  visitor  use  due  to  the  lack  of  significant  wilderness 
and  special  feature  values.  The  displacement  of  the  motorized  vehicle 
use  would  be  a  small  negative  impact  to  the  motorized  hunters.  On  the 
non-designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation 
users. 

VII.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wilder- 
ness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations. 
This  is  not  expected  to  be  a  significant  impact  on  this  WSA. 

On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to 
be  managed  under  the  BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy. 
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VII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Designation  or  non-designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
have  an  insignificant  economic  impact  on  the  area. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

91170  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

I  cres  Non-WSA  Designated  Wilderness  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

18  830  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA 
without  significant  resource  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation, pending  further  mineral  evaluation.  Should  Congress  designate 
portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  receive 
statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  91,170  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the 

eastern  half  of  the  WSA,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  due  to  the  large  size  of  the  WSA. 
Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection  for  archaeological  re- 
sources which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation.  Designation 
would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Specific  impacts  to 
wilderness  values  on  the  designated  portion  would  be  as  described  under 
Alternative  I. 

It  would  be  impossible  from  a  practical  standpoint,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness  in  the  long-term  because 
of  conflicts  with  motorized  vehicle  use.  The  topography  and  vegetation 
on  the  western  third  as  well  as  the  lack  of  control  points  to  regulate 
vehicle  access  would  not  allow  reasonable  control  of  vehicle  use 
currently  occurring  or  expected  to  occur  in  the  future.  Wilderness 
character  would  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  preserve  in  this 
portion  of  the  WSA. 

Non-designation  of  18,830  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The 
dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the 
short-term,  but  would  be  expected  to  decline  with  the  addition  of  new 
projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 
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II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  as  described  under  Alternative 
I.  The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all  types  of  mineral 
exploration  and  development.  However,  this  is  not  considered  significant 
because  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is  generally  con- 
sidered low.   The  Lone  Pine  Mining  District  would  not  be  impacted. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  the 
designated  portion.  This  is  because  the  proposed  seeding  could  be 
developed.  On  the  non-designated  portion,  two  additional  reservoirs 
would  be  constructed.  The  additional  water  would  be  a  small  beneficial 
impact  to  livestock  allowing  better  management  and  an  opportunity  for 
faster  improvement  in  range  conditions. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

On  the  designated  portion  of  the  WSA  impacts  would  be  as  described  under 
Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated  portion,  there  would  be  no  impacts 
to  wildlife. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  the  horse  trap  site  would  remain  accessible  under 
wilderness  management. 

VI.  WOODLAND 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  woodlands  or  woodcutters  because 
the  woodland  area  would  not  be  designated. 

VII.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  portions  of  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum 
protection  afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would 
ensure  long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the  non- 
designated  portions,  the  nature  of  the  expected  actions,  reservoirs  and 
extensions  of  ways,  would  not  signf iciantly  degrade  visual  quality  on  the 
long-term. 

VIII  RECREATION 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change 
in  the  type  of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized 
vehicles  to  one  that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  is  expected  to 
reduce  the  level  of  visitor  use  due  to  the  lack  of  significant  wilderness 
and  special  feature  values.   The  displacement  of  the  motorized  vehicle 
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use  would  be  a  small  negative  impact  to  the  motorized  hunters.  On  the 
non-designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation 
users. 

X  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that  wilder- 
ness visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive  excavations. 
Designation  would  restrict  the  archaeologist's  ability  to  conduct  field 
excavations  on  significant  sites  due  to  vehicle  restrictions  and  the 
disturbance  to  naturalness  that  excavations  create.  On  the  non- 
designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to  be  managed 
under  the  BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy.  There  would  be  no 
significant  impacts  to  the  cultural  resources  program. 

[,   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insig- 
nificant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock 
Grazing  and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved 
with  economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 

LI  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

No  significant  impacts  to  lands  and  realty  have  been  identified  as  a 
result  of  wilderness  designation  or  non-designation  for  this  alternative. 


4-81 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  III 

WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

7,660  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
12,990  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  without 
significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by 
FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management.  All 
multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e., 
grazing,  hunting,  fishing). 

Overall  the  designation  of  7,660  acres  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be 
beneficial  to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and 
management  objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  Opportunities 
for  experiencing  solitude,  naturalness  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  would  be  assured  throughout  the  recommended  suitable  area 
since  areas  with  motorized  recreation  use  have  been  eliminated  from  this 
alternative.  Also,  the  northern  segment  of  the  WSA  with  the  majority  of 
private  inholdings  that  pose  potential  adverse  impacts  to  naturalness  and 

solitude  have  been  deleted. 

■ 

Special  values  that  would  be  protected  under  this  alternative  include 
high  scenic  and  archaeological  values  in  the  3  miles  of  Willow  Creek 
Canyon  within  this  alternative. 

Impacts  to  solitude  from  outside  influences  would  be  similar  to 
Alternative  I.  Impacts  to  solitude  from  development  of  private  land 
would  also  be  similar  to  Alternative  I,  but  to  a  much  lesser  extent 
because  only  2  parcels  of  private  land  are  within  the  suitable  area. 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  from  livestock  grazing  will  be  the  same  as 
in  Alternative  I,  except  that  impact  from  motorized  vehicles  will  be  less 
since  all  motorized  use  routes  have  been  deleted  from  the  suitable  area. 

Non-designation  of  12,990  acres  would  result  in  some-  minimal  impairment 
of  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and  livestock  operator  use. 
Private  parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter  the  naturalness  and 
opportunities  for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The  predominant  use 
of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  signif- 
icantly change  in  the  future. 

II.  MINERALS  AND  ENERGY 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  II,  but  for  a  lesser  area. 
Designation  of  the  suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral 
development. 
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[I]  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  I,  however,  all  of 
the  vehicle  accessible  country  has  been  deleted  under  this  alternative. 
Inspections  and  salting  presently  require  non-motorized  access  and 
therefore,  would  not  be  impacted  by  wilderness  designation.  In  this 
alternative,  1  reservoir,  1  developed  spring  and  3.5  miles  of  fence 
currently  exist  that  would  need  periodic  maintenance. 

[V  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  II  for  the  suitable  area.  No  change 
from  the  present  situation  would  occur  in  the  unsuitable  area. 

7.   VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  for  the  suitable 
area. 

/I  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  II. 
II.    CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  II. 
/II  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

2' 174  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
I  286  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I  s  alternative  recommends  25,174  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
■  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.  live- 
stick  grazing,  hunting).  This  alternative  is  nearly  identical  to  Alternative 
Q  One  80  acre  parcel  of  private  land  close  to  the  boundaries  of  Alternative 
I  has  been  deleted  in  this  Alternative  to  reduce  potential  manageability 
xiflicts  with  a  landowner  who  has  a  history  of  adversary  relations  with  BLM. 
Lnacts  to  wilderness  are  unchanged  by  these  deletions.  Impacts  to  other 
rt>ources  are  identical  to  Alternative  II. 
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WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAINS 

24,510  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
39,280  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  24,510  acres  of  the  Skedaddle  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource 
uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II  with  these 
exceptions:  8,130  less  acres  would  be  protected  under  statutory  wilder- 
ness protection  because  of  deletion  of  two  isolated  peninsulas  of  the  WSA 
on  the  north  and  south  boundaries  because  of  manageability  problems  in 
patrolling  the  isolated  areas  to  control  off  highway  vehicle  use. 
Wilderness  values  in  these  areas  will  be  degraded  slightly  through 
pioneering  of  new  ways  over  time,  however,  overall  wilderness  values  are 
not  expected  to  change  significantly  even  though  the  areas  are  outside 
the  suitable  area. 

Non-designation  of  39,280  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the  non- 
suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact  natural- 
ness in  that  area.  Geothermal  development  would  impact  naturalness  and 
solitude  within  the  KGRA  area.  The  potential  is  considered  slight  due  to 
the  ruggedness  of  the  terrain. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative,  3  reservoirs,  2  developed  springs  and  1.5  miles  of  fence 
would  need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
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VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I  on  the 
suitable  area.  No  immediate  change  from  the  present  situation  will 
result  on  the  non-suitable  area.  There  is  potential  for  impacts  to 
visual  quality  from  geothermal  and  utility  corridor  development  on  the 
non-suitable  areas. 

VII  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
VI+  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
Hi  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

36320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
58705  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.   WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  36,320  acres  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple 
resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II  with  these 
exceptions:  An  additional  1020  acres  would  not  be  protected  under  statu- 
tory wilderness  protection  because  of  deletion  of  the  northwest  portion 
of  the  suitable  area  because  of  manageability  problems  in  patrolling  the 
isolated  areas  to  control  off  highway  vehicle  use.  A  long  and  narrow 
suitable  area  (17  miles  by  2  to  4  miles)  results  from  this  deletion. 

Non-designation  of  58,705  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would 
be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock 
operator  and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock 
grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the 
future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through 
the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact 
naturalness  in  that  area. 

MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 
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III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


V 


Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative,  one  reservoir  and  one  developed  spring  would  need  periodic 
maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

23,230  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,085  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  23,230  acres  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple 
resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting).  The 
non-suitable  areas  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II.  In  addition,  the 
area  west  of  the  Hold-in-the-Ground  and  Antelope  Basin  have  been  deleted 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  controlling  vehicle  access  in  these  area  s 
open  terrain  and  because  of  the  large  acreage  of  private  inholdings  that 
have  development  potential  for  agricultural  and  recreational  uses  that 
would  adversely  impact  solitude  and  naturalness  on  adjacent  public 
lands.  Impacts  to  wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  areas  are  the  same 
as  in  Alternative  II. 
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Overall,  the  designation  of  the  suitable  area  would  be  beneficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  large  areas  of  apparent  natural- 
ness and  opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

Special  features  include  the  canyon  of  the  South  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek, 
which  provides  good  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 

Impacts  to  wilderness  from  this  alternative  are  the  same  as  those  in 
Alternative  II,  except  that  8,210  less  acres  located  on  the  western  end 
of  the  WSA  and  along  the  Middle  Fork  of  Buffalo  Creek  will  not  receive 
statutory  wilderness  protection. 

Motorized  access  into  the  centrally  located  private  inholdings  would 
continue  to  be  necessary.  Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would  result,  the 
extent  of  which  would  vary  with  the  frequency  of  access  needed.  Motor- 
ized access  necessary  for  livestock  operations  and  periodic  access  for 
maintenance,  all  provided  for  under  BLM  Wilderness  Management  Policy, 
would  impair  solitude  at  intervals.  The  occasional  use  of  ways  by 
livestock  operators  will  also  prevent  these  man  made  intrusions  from 
reverting  back  to  a  natural  condition. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values.  As  as  result  of  land  use  planning  and 
allotment  management  planning,  a  need  for  construction  of  additional 
grazing  facilities  (reservoirs,  spring  developments  and  fences)  has  been 
identified.  These  projects  are  expected  to  slightly  degrade  naturalness 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  facility.  However,  the  corresponding 
improvements  in  range  condition  as  a  result  of  implementing  grazing 
systems  would  lead  to  an  overall  enhancement  to  naturalness. 

Designation  of  the  suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  preclude  mineral 
development.  This  would  benefit  natualness  and  solitude.  Non  designa- 
tion of  24,085  acres  would  result  in  continued  periodic  adverse  impacts 
to  solitude  from  motorized  hunting  use.  Naturalness  would  be  period- 
ically impacted  by  rutting  caused  by  cross  country  OHV  use  associated 
with  hunting.  New  ways  would  be  established  and  existing  ways  lengthened 
over  time. 

Most  of  the  area  could  be  reasonable  managed  to  preserve  the  wilderness 
character.  The  northern  boundary  has  segments  of  intermittent  open 
terrain  that  although  away  from  present  vehicle  use  would  be  difficult  to 
close  if  increased  vehicle  use  occurred.  The  agricultural  or  recrea- 
tional use  of  private  land  legally  outside  but  located  centrally  within 
the  WSA,  could  adversely  impact  naturalness  and  solitude  with  BLM  having 
little  or  no  control  over  the  private  landowners  activities  that  impact 
wilderness  values. 
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II.   MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II  for  minerals 
and  energy. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative  1  reservoir,  2  developed  springs  and  3.5  miles  of  fence  will 
need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  under  Alternative  II,  except  more 
acreage  on  the  western  end  of  the  WSA  will  remain  open  for  motorized 
hunting  access. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  I. 
IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

52,620  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
38,785  Acres  Non-Wilderness 


I. 


WILDERNESS  VALUES 


This  alternative  recommends  52,620  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.> 
livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  Alternative  II  with  one 
exception.   Private  land  along  2£  miles  of  Buffalo  Creek  is  deleted  from 
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this  alternative  to  improve  manageability  of  the  WSA  and  reduce  BLM/ 
landowner  coordination  problems  on  access  roads.  This  will  have  a 
limited  impact  on  opportunities  for  solitude  and  unconfined  recreation 
within  the  suitable  area  recommended  for  designation.  Numerous  other 
canyon  areas  also  exist  throughout  the  WSA  that  provide  ample  opportun- 
ities for  solitude  and  primitive  unconfined  recreation. 

Non-designation  of  38,785  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 

II  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  in  Alternative  II. 
II.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II. 
7V   WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  II. 

VI  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impact  as  Alternative  I  on  designated  area. 

VI.  RECREATION 

Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II.  Non-designation  of  the  most  heavily  used 
recreation  ways  along  the  edges  of  the  WSA  will  allow  greater  recrea- 
tional use  of  these  areas  and  still  provide  for  wilderness  experiences 
within  the  area  identified  in  this  alternative  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation. A  low  use  motorcycle  trail  through  Chimney  Canyon  would  be 
closed.  Impact  is  slight.  Slight  increases  in  wilderness  use  may  occur 
(see  Alternative  I)  while  hunting  use  should  remain  the  same. 

VII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

-^ — — — — — — — ^^— 

No  change  from  present  situation  as  all  motorized  access  routes  remain 
open. 

.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  II. 
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WSA  CA-020-805 

WALL  CANYON  « 

! 

26,520  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
19,270  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

! 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Wall  Canyon  WSA 
without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation.  Should 
Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness 
values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  26,520  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  on  the 
southeastern  half  of  the  WSA,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some 
protection  for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without 
designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other 
resources. 

The  boundaries  of  the  designated  area  would  be  manageable  due  to  lack  of 
ways,  topographic  barriers  and  low  levels  of  existing  vehicle  use. 
Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  within  the  designated  portion  are  the  same 
as  those  in  Alternative  I  for  everything  except  manageability  and  land 
status.   No  private  inholdings  would  be  within  the  designated  portion. 

Non-designation  of  19,270  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The 
dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short 
term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  potential  addition 
of  new  projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but 
expected  to  be  low.  Impacts  on  mineral  development  would  be  the  same  as 
described  under  Alternative  I.  The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open 
for  all  types  of  mineral  exploration  and  development.  However,  this  is 
not  considered  significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery  and 
development  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

The  Wilderness  Act  and  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allow  livestock 
grazing  where  established  prior  to  wilderness  designation,  to  continue 
subject  to  certain  limitations.   Existing  grazing  may  include  not  only 
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the  utilization  of  the  forage  resource  but  also  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  livestock  management  improvements  and  facilities  that  were  in 
existence  when  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  Because  of  these 
provisions,  there  would  be  no  signficiant  impact  from  designation  on 
existing  livestock  operations.  Impacts  would  be  as  described  under 
Alternative  I  on  the  designated  portion.  On  the  non-designated  portion, 
there  would  be  no  impacts. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  of  game  on  the  southeastern  half, 
but  since  the  big  game  hunting  is  well  regulated  at  low  numbers  this 
would  not  be  a  significant  impact. 

On  the  non-designated  portion,  there  would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

V..  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  portions  of  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum 
protection  afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would 
ensure  long  term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the 
non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  from  the 
gradual  lengthening  of  ways. 

VI  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  on  the  designated  portion.  On  the 
non-designated  portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation 
users. 

VI.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive 
excavations. 

On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to 
be  managed  under  the  BLM  Cultural  Management  Policy. 

VII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insig- 
nificant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock 
Grazing  and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved 
with  economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 
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WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 


21,060  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

31,083  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  as  Suitable 

I.  WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA 
without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  deisngation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by 
FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness 
values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  21,060  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  Alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  in  the 
canyons  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection 
for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  wilderness 
designation.  Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other 
resources.  Designation  would  provide  protection  for  the  canyons  which 
were  identified  as  special  features.  Specific  impacts  to  wilderness 
would  be  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  I,  with  the  exception  of 
manageability.   The  designated  portion  would  be  manageable. 

Non-designation  of  31,040  acres  would  result  in  no  change  to  solitude  due 
to  continued  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The  dispersed  recreation  oppor- 
tunities would  not  be  significantly  impacted.  Naturalness  would  not  be 
significantly  impacted  in  the  short  term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly 
decline  with  the  potential  addition  of  new  projects  and  the  continued  use 
and  extension  of  ways.  Naturalness  would  be  reduced  on  the  existing 
spray  area  and  on  the  new  seeding. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  the  exploration  and  development 
of  minerals  by  wilderness  designation.  This  is  because  most  of  the 
designated  area  would  be  recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry 
under  an  MFP  decision.  On  the  remaining  portion  of  the  designated  area, 
the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is  considered  low.  The 
non-designated  portion  would  not  be  affected  by  wilderness. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions. 
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IV  WILDLIFE 


Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  be 
expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  of  game  on  the  southeastern  half, 
but  since  the  big  game  hunting  is  well  regulated  at  low  hunter  numers 
this  would  not  be  a  significant  impact.  On  the  non-designated  portion, 
there  would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  there  are  no  horse  management  facilities  within  the 
WSA. 

VI  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  visual  quality  on  the  designated  portion.  On 
the  non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts  from 
the  gradual  lengthening  of  ways.  Visual  quality  would  decline  on 
vegetation  treatment  areas  as  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VI.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  on  either  the  designated  or  non- 
designated  portions  of  the  WSA.  The  designated  portion  would  include 
only  two  short  ways  used  by  vehicles  near  McConnell  Canyon.  Closing 
these  ways  would  not  be  significant  to  recreational  users.  The  remainder 
of  ways  within  the  WSA  would  be  in  the  non-designated  portion  and  there 
would  be  no  impacts  to  recreational  users. 

V:il  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  to  cultural  resources  on  the  designated  portion  would  be  as 
described  under  Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designation  portion  cultural 
resource  values  would  continue  to  be  managed  under  BLM's  Cultural 
Management  Policy. 

I.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insig- 
nificant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock. 
Grazing,  Wildlife  and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  major  activities 
involved  with  economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 
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WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

6,390  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
6,660  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Yellow  Rock  Canyon 
WSA  without  significant  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  (6,390  acres). 
Should  Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  6,390  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objec- 
tives designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected 
under  this  Alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturlness  in  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon  and  the  ridge  line  south  of  Yellow  Rock  Canyon,  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection  for  cultural  resources 
which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation.  Designation  would  not 
significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Designation  would  provide 
protection  for  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  which  was  identified  as  a  unique 

feature. 

Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  would  be  the  same  as  discussed  in 
Alternative  I,  with  the  exception  of  manageability.  The  designated 
portion  would  be  manageable. 

Non-designation  of  6,660  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The 
dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short- 
term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  potential  addition 
of  new  projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extension  of  ways. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  the  exploration  and  development  of  minerals 
by  wilderness  designation.  This  is  because  the  designated  area  has  been 
recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry  under  an  MFP  decision.  The 
non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all  types  of  mineral  exploration 
and  development.  However,  this  is  not  considered  significant  because  the 
potential  for  discovery  and  development  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions. 
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IV.  WILDLIFE 


There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wildlife  on  either  the  desig- 
nated or  non-designated  portions. 

WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  due  to  a  lack  of  management  facilities  within  the  WSA. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Wilderness  designation  would  ensure  long  term  protection  of  the  area's 
scenic  quality.  On  the  non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no 
significant  impacts  from  the  gradual  lengthening  of  ways. 

RECREATION 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  a  change 
in  the  type  of  recreational  user  from  one  dependant  upon  motorized 
vehicles  to  one  that  is  not.  This  change  in  type  of  user  would  result  in 
a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  recreational  users  because  the  desig- 
nated portion  does  not  receive  heavy  hunting  use  and  the  wilderness  users 
would  not  be  expected  to  be  attracted  to  the  wilderness  area  in  high 
numbers  due  to  a  lack  of  unique  visual,  wildlife,  vegetational,  etc. 
features.  Designation  would  not  significantly  impact  recreational  users 
due  to  low  use  levels  and  lack  of  vehicle  access.  On  the  non-designated 
portion  there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation  users. 

:  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  as  discussed  in  Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated 
portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to  be  managed  under  the 
BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  or  non-designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
have  an  insignificant  economic  impact  on  the  area. 
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WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  without 
significant  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation, pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as  required  by  FLPMA.  Should 
Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would 
receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  11,980  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  Alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  in  the 
canyons  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection 
for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation. 
Designation  would  provide  protection  for  the  canyons  which  were  iden-  I  II 
tified  as  special  features.  Specific  impacts  to  wilderness  values  on  the 
designated  portion  would  be  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  I,  with 
the  exception  of  manageability.  The  designated  portion  would  be 
manageable. 

Non-designation  of  21,320  acres  as  wilderness  would-  result  in  no  change 
to  solitude  due  to  continued  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The  despersed 
recreation  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  impacted.  Natural- 
ness would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short  term,  but  would  be 
expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  potential  addition  of  new  projects 
and  the  continued  use  and  extension  of  ways. 


II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


There  would  be  no  impact  to  the  exploration  and  development  of  minerals 
by  wilderness  designation.  This  is  because  the  designated  area  has  been 
recommended  for  withdrawal  from  mineral  entry  under  an  MFP  decision.  The 
non-designated  portion  would  not  be  affected  by  wilderness.  However, 
this  is  not  considered  significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery 
and  development  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions. 
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IV  WILDLIFE 


Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  On  the  non-designated 
portion,  there  would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  the  facilities  and  management  sites  could  be  used 
under  wilderness  management. 

VI  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  visual  quality  on  the  designated  portion. 
On  the  non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts. 

VI.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  on  either  the  designated  or 
non-designated  portions  of  the  WSA. 

VII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  to  cultural  resources  on  the  designated  portion  would  be  as 

described  under  Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural 

resource  values  would  continue  to  be  managed  under  the  BLM's  Cultural 
Management  Policy. 

li   WATERSHED 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  watershed  restoration 
projects. 

X   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignif- 
icant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock 
Grazing,  Wildlife  and  Recreation  in  this  chapter,  the  major  activities 
involved  with  economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 
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WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Recommended  Suitable 

I.  WILDERNESS 

This  Alternative  would  recommend  all  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon 
WSA  without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  as 
required  by  FLPMA.  Should  Congress  designate  the  area  as  wilderness,  the 
wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  31,810  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  Alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  in  the 
canyons  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  also  provide  some  protection 
for  cultural  resources  which  would  not  be  achieved  without  designation. 
Designation  would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Desig- 
nation would  provide  protection  for  the  canyons  which  were  identified  as 
special  features.  The  area  would  be  manageable.  Specific  impacts  to 
naturalness  and  solitude  are  as  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

Non-designation  of  20,190  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  no  change 
to  solitude  due  to  continued  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The  dispersed 
recreation  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  impacted.  Natural- 
ness would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short  term,  but  would  be 
expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  potential  addition  of  new  projects 
and  the  continued  use  and  extension  of  ways  on  most  of  the  non-designated 
portion.  Approximately  5,000  acres  would  be  expected  to  become  non- 
wilderness  in  character,  due  to  3,300  acres  of  seeding  and  1,700  acres  in 
the  barium  area. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  the  exploration  and  development  of  minerals 
by  wilderness  designation.  This  is  because  the  designated  area  would  be 
withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  under  an  MFP  decision.  The  non-designated 
portion  would  not  be  affected  by  wilderness. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions. 
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IV     WILDLIFE 


Designation  or  non-designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
not  significantly  impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  there  are  no  facilities  within  the  designated  portion. 

VI  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  visual  quality  on  the  designated  portion. 
On  the  non-designated  portions,  there  would  be  no  significant  impacts 
from  the  gradual  lengthening  of  ways.  There  would  be  negative  impacts  on 
5,000  acres  due  to  seedings  and  mining. 

VI.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  on  either  the  designated  or  the 
non-designated  portions  due  to  lack  of  significant  vehicle  access  and  low 
use  levels. 

VII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  to  cultural  resources  on  the  designated  portion  would  be  as 
described  under  Alternative  I.  On  the  non-designated  portion  cultural 
resource  values  would  continue  to  slowly  decline  due  to  natural  forces, 
livestock  and  vandalism. 

IX  WATERSHED 

There  would  be  no  significant  conflicts  with  watershed  restoration 
projects. 

X  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignif- 
icant economic  impact  on  the  area. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

70  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
2,350  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I    WILDERNESS 


This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Sheldon  Contiguous 
WSA  without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable 
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for  wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation  (780 
acres).  Should  Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness, 
the  wilderness  values  would  receive  statutory  protections  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  780  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  benficial  to 
wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management  objec- 
tives designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  value  protected 
under  this  alternative  is  the  naturalness  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  WSA.  The  designation  would  also  allow  creation  of  a  slightly  larger 
unit  of  wilderness  in  conjunction  with  the  Sheldon  Refuge.  Additionally, 
wilderness  designation  would  not  provide  protection  to  any  special 
feature.  Due  to  the  small  size  of  the  designated  area,  impacts  to 
wilderness  values  are  minimal. 

Non-designation  of  23,350  acres  as  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The 
dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  im- 
pacted. Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short 
term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with  the  addition  of  new 
projects  and  the  continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The  impact  of  wilderness  designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 
development  of  mineral  resources  in  all  categories  is  unknown  but 
expected  to  be  insignificant.  The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open 
for  all  types  of  mineral  exploration  and  development.  However,  this  is 
not  considered  significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery  and 
development  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wildlife  on  either  the  desig- 
nated or  non-designated  portions. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant   impacts   to  visual  resources  on  the 

designated  portion.   On  the  non-designated  portions,  the  nature  of  the 

expected  actions,  reservoirs  and  extensions  of  ways,  would  not  signif- 
icantly degrade  visual  quality  of  the  long  term. 

VI.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation  on  the  designated 
portion  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  area.  On  the  non-designated  portion 
there  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  recreation  users. 
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CULTURAL  RESOURCES 


Designation  of  780  acres  would  have  no  significant  impact  to  cultural 
resources  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  area. 

ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignif- 
icant economic  impact  on  the  area. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 


i: 


61240  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

48760  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

i  cres  Non-WSA  Recommended  Suitable  Due  to  Cherrystem  Road  Closure 

I.   WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA 
without  significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation.  Should 
Congress  designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness 
values  would  receive  statutory  protection  and  management. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  61,240  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
to  wilderness  values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  management 
objectives  designed  to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values 
protected  under  this  alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  WSA  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation  would  provide  some 
benefits  to  approximately  half  the  area  identified  as  having  exceptional 
cultural  resource  values  as  discussed  under  Alternative  I.  Designation 
would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Specific  impacts 
are  as  discussed  for  Alternative  I  with  the  exception  of  manageability. 
The  designated  portion  would  be  manageable. 

Non-designation  of  48,760  acres  of  wilderness  would  result  in  short  and 
long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The  dis- 
persed recreational  opportunities  would  not  be  significantly  impacted. 
Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly  impacted  in  the  short-term,  but 
would  be  expected  to  decline  with  the  addition  of  new  projects  and  the 
continued  use  and  extention  of  ways. 

I.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The   impact   of  wilderness   designation  upon  the   exploration  for  and 

development   of  mineral   resources   in  all  categories   is  unknown  but 

expected  to  be  low.   The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all 

types  of  mineral  exploration  and  development.   However,   this  is  not 
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considered  significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery  and 
development  is  also  considered  low,  except  for  the  Lone  Pine  area. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions.  On  the  non-designated  portion, 
four  additional  reservoirs  would  be  constructed  and  700  acres  would  be 

seeded.  The  additional  water  would  .be  a  small  beneficial  impact  to 
livestock  allowing  better  management   and   an  opportunity  for  faster 

improvement  in  range  conditions. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  not 
be  expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game  on  the  WSA. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  all  management  locations  would  be  in  the 
non-designated  portions. 

VI.  WOODLAND 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  woodlands  or  woodcutters. 

VII.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  portions  of  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum 
protection  afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would 
ensure  long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the  non- 
designated  portions,  the  nature  of  the  expected  actions,  reservoirs  and 
extensions  of  ways,  would  not  significantly  degrade  visual  quality  of  the 
long  term. 

VIII  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation  on  the  designated 
portion  due  to  the  current  lack  of  vehicular  access. 

IX.   CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  positive  impacts  for 
cultural  resources  due  to  the  reduction  in  unauthorized  collecting 
associated  with  reduced  visitor  use  and  from  the  likelihood  that 
wilderness  visitors  would  be  less  likely  to  engage  in  destructive 
excavations.  Designation  would  restrict  the  archaeologist's  ability  to 
conduct  field  excavations  on  significant  sites  due  to  vehicle  restric- 
tions and  the  disturbance  to  naturalness  caused  by  excavation.   On  the 
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non-designated  portion  cultural  resource  values  would  continue  to  be 
managed  under  BLM's  Cultural  Management  Policy.  There  would  be  no 
significant  impacts  to  the  cultural  resources  program. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

^ — __ _ _ _ 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insig- 
nificant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock 
Grazing  and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved 
with  economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 

XI.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

No  significant  impacts  to  lands  and  realty  have  been  identified  as  a 
result  of  wilderness  designation  or  non-designation. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
20,650  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  In  the  long  term,  some  impacts  to  the  wilderness 
resource  would  be  expected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  non-designation. 
Disturbances  will  result  from  off-road  vehicle  use,  and  additional 
projects  constructed  to  support  grazing  and  other  multiple  use  benefits. 

With  non-designation,  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur. 

Protection  of  Willow  Creek  Canyon  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designa- 
tion. Provisions  of  existing  planning  and  the  canyon  topography  protect 
special  values  identified  as  beneficial  to  wilderness. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  (20,650  acres),  would  result  in  some 
adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be 
kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational  and  livestock 
operator  use.  Private  parcel  inholdings  may  be  developed  and  alter  the 
naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  on  adjacent  public  lands.  The 
predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing.  This  use  is  not 
expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 
No  impacts. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  be  able  to  be  more  flexible  with  the  absence  of  special 
regulations  that  wilderness  designation  would  impose.  Adverse  impacts 
due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  A  potential  utility  corridor  is  the  only 
identified  action  that  might  impact  the  visual  resource. 
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'I.   RECREATION 


Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.  However,  little  change 
is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non-designation.  Under  existing  planning  with 
non-designation,  a  special  recreation  management  area  will  be  established 
in  Willow  Creek  Canyon  to  manage  for  recreation  opportunities. 

til.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non-designation  of  this  WSA  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level.  Willow  Creek  Canyon  is  already  protected  under 
National  Register  criteria. 

\JIII   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  economic  impacts  would  occur.  This  alternative  continues  the  status 
quo. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 


0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Five  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation. The  wilderness  resource  would  be  given  no  special  protection. 
The  wilderness  characteristics  identified  would  forego  any  benefits  that 
wilderness  protection  could  afford.  Some  disturbances  will  result  from 
off-road  vehicle  use,  and  additional  projects  constructed  to  support 
grazing  and  other  multiple  use  benefits  and  possibly  from  development  of 
a  utility  corridor  alignment  along  the  southern  side  of  the  WSA. 

With  non-designation,  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur  as 
well,  although  no  active  interest  has  been  shown. 

Adverse  impacts  form  non-designation  are  expected  to  be  small. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 
No  impacts. 


4-105 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  IV 

IV.  WILD  HORSE  AND  BURROS 
No  impacts. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  be  able  to  be  more  flexible  with  the  absence  of  special 
regulations  that  wilderness  designation  would  impose.  Adverse  impacts 
due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  Adverse  impacts  to  scenic  qualities  would 
result  if  a  potential  utility  corridor  were  constructed  on  the  south  side 
of  the  WSA. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.  However,  little  change 
is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreaction  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non-designation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non-designation  of  this  WSA,  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  economic  impacts.  This  alternative  continues  the  status  quo.  Hunters 
and  those  who  enjoy  other  forms  of  motorized  recreation  in  the  WSA  would 
support  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAINS 


30,930  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
32,860  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  30,930  acres  of  the  Skedaddle  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource 
uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  III  with 
these  exceptions:   6,420  more  acres  would  be  protected  under  statutory 
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wilderness  protection  because  of  addition  of  areas  on  the  northern, 
eastern  and  southern  boundaries  that  contain  high  wilderness  qualities. 
There  areas  are  a  li  mile  side  canyon  off  of  Skedaddle  Creek;  the  lower 
slopes  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  Skedaddles,  Spencer  Creek  and  the 
northern  slopes  of  the  eastern  3  miles  of  the  Amedee  Mountains;  and  the 
southern  slopes  or  the  western  3  miles  of  the  Amedee  Mountains. 

Adverse  impacts  to  solitude  and  naturalness  would  be  similar  to,  but  less 
than,  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I,  Wilderness  Values,  on  the 
southern  slopes  of  the  Amedee  Mountains.  Lower  level  impacts  would 
result  because  of  increased  distance  between  the  demolition  site  and  the 
suitable  area  under  this  alternative  than  under  Alternative  I.  Under 
this  alternative,  the  closest  portions  of  the  suitable  area  subject  to 
sound  and  sight  impacts  of  the  Sierra  Army  Demolition  site  are  li  or  more 
miles  from  the  demolition  site  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  inter- 
vening Amedee  Mountain  ridge  crest  or  are  2i  or  more  miles  west  and 
generally  upwind  of  the  demolition  site  beyond  the  Lassen  County  Public 
Safety  Zone  established  around  the  western  side  of  the  demolition  area. 

Non-designation  of  32,860  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the 
non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact 
naturalness  in  that  area.  Geothermal  development  would  impact 
naturalness  and  solitude  within  the  KGRA  area.  The  potential  is 
considered  slight  due  to  the  ruggedness  of  the  terrain. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative  8  reservoirs,  6  developed  springs  and  1.5  miles  of  fence 
would  need  periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II.  Slight 
increased  wildlife  protection  will  result  from  closure  of  Spencer  Creek 
access  way  and  the  lower  eastern  slopes  of  the  WSA  to  motorized  access. 
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VI.   VISUAL  RESOURCES 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I  on  the 
suitable  area.  No  immediate  change  from  the  present  situation  will 
result  on  the  non-suitable  area.  There  is  potential  for  impacts  to 
visual  quality  from  geothermal  and  utility  corridor  development  on  the 
non-suitabel  areas. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  similar  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II.  Slight 
adverse  impacts  to  motorized  hunting  access  will  result  from  closure  of 
the  south  side  Skedaddle  Creek  access  way,  Spencer  Basin  Road,  and  lower 
eastern  slopes  of  the  WSA. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  similar  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II  with  slight 
adverse  impact  to  hunting  due  to  access  restrictions. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
95,025  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  designation. 
In  the  long  term,  some  impacts  to  the  wilderness  resource  would  be 
expected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  non-designation.  Disturbances  will 
result  from  off-road  vehicle  use,  additional  projects  constructed  to 
support  grazing  and  other  multiple  use  benefits  and  possibly  from 
development  of  a  utility  corridor  alignment ( s) . 

With  non-designation  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur 
although  no  active  interest  has  been  shown. 

Adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  values  from  non-designation  are  expected  to 
be  small. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 
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III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 
No  impacts. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 
No  impacts. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  be  able  to  be  more  flexible  with  the  absence  of  special 
regulations  that  wilderness  designation  would  impose.  Adverse  impacts 
due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 


Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  Development  of  three  potential  utility 
corridors  and  one  sand  and  gravel  pit  are  the  only  identified  actions 
that  might  affect  the  visual  resource. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.  However,  little  change 
is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non-designation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non-designation  of  this  WSA,  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  economic  impacts.  This  alternative  continues  the  status  quo.  Hunters 
and  those  who  enjoy  other  forms  of  motorized  recreation  in  the  WSA  would 
support  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Buffalo  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  designation.   In 
the  long  term,  some  impacts  to  the  wilderness  resource  would  be  expected 

4-109 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  IV 

to  occur  as  a  result  of  non-designation.  Disturbances  will  result  from 
off-road  vehicle  use,  and  additional  projects  constructed  to  support 
grazing  and  other  multiple  use  benefits.  Naturalness  would  be  adversely 
impacted  by  these  actions  in  the  long  terra.  If  construction  of  a  utility 
corridor  along  the  south  side  of  the  WSA  occurred,  this  would  adversely 
impact  naturalness.  Development  of  private  inholdings  for  agricultural 
use  and/or  recreational  use  may  adversely  impact  naturalness  and 
solitude. 

With  non-designation  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur 
although  no  interest  has  been  shown. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 
No  impacts. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 
No  impacts. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  continue  under  present  multiple  use  management  policies. 
Adverse  impacts  due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  Potential  adverse  impacts  may  result  from 
utility  corridor  construction. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.  However,  little  change 
is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non-designation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non-designation  of  this  WSA,  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level. 
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IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


No  economic  impacts.  This  alternative  continues  the  status  quo.  Hunters 
and  those  who  enjoy  other  forms  of  motorized  recreation  in  the  WSA  would 
support  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

59,730  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
31,675  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  59,730  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  are  the  same  as  Alternative  III,  with  two 
exceptions.  Closure  of  four  access  ways  that  enter  the  way  from  the 
north,  southeast  and  south  in  this  alternative  would  enhance  wilderness 
qualities  by  eliminating  adverse  impacts  to  solitude  and  naturalness 
caused  by  public  vehicle  use  of  these  ways,  particularly  during  the  fall 
hunting  season.  Motorized  use  of  the  ways  would  still  occur  by  livestock 
permittees  but,  only  when  it  is  the  minimum  necessary  for  conducting 
their  operations. 

The  area  on  the  south  flank  of  the  WSA  deleted  in  Alternative  II  and  III 
because  of  resource  conflicts  with  a  potential  utility  corridor,  will  be 
added  back  into  the  suitable  area  in  this  alternative.  The  wilderness 
qualities  of  the  rugged  slopes,  ridges,  and  canyons  in  this  area  take 
precedence  over  resource  conflicts  and  justify  readdition  of  this  area 

into  the  suitable  portion  of  this  alternative.  Wilderness  values  will 
benefit  through  the  increased  acreage  added  to  the  suitable  area 
receiving  statutory  protection  of  wilderness  qualities. 

Grazing  is  the  only  existing  grandfathered  use  and  this  use  would  not 
impair  existing  wilderness  values. 

Non-designation  of  31,675  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

On  the  non-designated  area  there  would  be  no  impact  to  mineral 
development.  Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  in  Alternative  I  on  the 
designated  area.   Total  impact  is  considered  low.   Impact  to  potential 
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utility  corridor  alignments  within  the  designated  area  is  the  same  as 
Alternative  I  and  is  considered  moderatly  adverse. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  in  Alternative  I,  but  to  a  lesser 
extent  due  to  the  increased  acreage  outside  wilderness  designation. 
Under  this  alternative  17  developed  springs  and  1  reservoir  would  need 
periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  as  wilderness  will  have  the  same  effects  as  those  discussed 
under  Alternative  I. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impact  as  Alternative  I  on  designated  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  of  the  heavily  used  recreation  roads  and  ways  on  the 
west,  south  and  eastern  sides  of  the  WSA  will  allow  a  greater  recrea- 
tional useage  of  the  WSA  than  with  these  roads  closed.  Closure  of  the 
four  access  ways  that  penetrate  into  the  suitable  area  will  adversely 
impact  hunters  who  use  these  routes  for  access.  Adverse  impacts  to 
hunting,  however,  will  not  be  high  since  the  majority  of  the  suitable 
area  is  too  rugged  for  roaded  access  and  yet  still  receives  heavy  use  by 
hunters  who  hike  in  from  the  natural  boundaries.  A  low  use  motorcycle 
trail  up  Chimney  Canyon  will  be  closed.   Impact  is  slight. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  on  designated  area.  No 
change  from  present  situation  on  non  designated  area. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Similar  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I,  but  on  a  smaller 
scale  since  less  acreage  is  recommended  suitable  in  this  alternative. 
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WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

3  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
^5,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

[.    WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially  un- 
natural in  character  in  the  long  term.  Maintenance  of  existing  projects 
would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the  man 
related  intrusion  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  natural 
condition. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
continuing  vehicle  use. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.  The  area  would  remain  open  for  all  types  of 
mineral  exploration,  but  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is 
rated  as  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Recommendation  of  the  WSA  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness  would  not 
significantly  impact  the  wildlife  resource. 

V.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long-term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be 
localized  and  would  not  change  the  visual  character. 

VI.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 
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VII.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 


Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  potential  vandalism. 
This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal. 

VIII  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

17,320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

34,823  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

130  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Although  the  acreage  is  designated  in  this  Alternative  is  3,760  acres  less 
than  in  Alternative  III,  there  are  no  measureable  differences  in  the  impacts 
between  the  two  Alternatives.  Thus  impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in 
Alternative  III. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 


I.  WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  term.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  natural 
condition. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
continuing  vehicle  use. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.   Portions  of  the  area  would  remain  open  for  all 
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types  of  mineral  exploration,  but  the  potential  for  discovery  and  devel- 
opment is  rated  as  low. 

;il.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

CV.   WILDLIFE 

Recommendation  of  the  WSA  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness  would  not 
significantly  impact  the  wildlife  resource. 

/.   WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management . 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long-term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be 
localized  and  would  not  change  the  visual  character. 

VII.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  potential  vandalism. 
This  impact  is  expected  to  be  minimal. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  under  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

160  Acres  Private  Lands  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  for  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,130  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  time.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  impair  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  natural 
condition.  The  60  acre  spray  area  would  remain  a  non-natural  feature 
within  the  WSA. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
vehicle  use  and  off-site  impacts  from  Highway  34  and  the  Macy  Flat  Road. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

Non-designation  of  the  entire  WSA  would  not  adversely  affect  naturalness 
or  manageability  on  the  contiguous  Sheldon  WSA.  However,  increased 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would 
be  foregone. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.  The  area  would  remain  open  for  all  types  of 
mineral  exploration,  but  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is 
rated  as  low. 

III. LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 
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V.  WILDLIFE 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.   The  long-term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change. 

T.   RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

hi.    CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  potential  vandalism. 
This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal.  The  cultural  resources 
would  be  readily  available  for  inventory  and  research  through  the  use  of 
vehicle  access. 

/Ill  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
110,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  time.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  remain.  The  4,500  acre  treatment  area  would 
remain  a  non-natural  feature  within  the  WSA.  Naturalness  values  on 
additional  700  acres  would  be  lost  due  to  a  seeding. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
vehicle  use  and  off-site  impacts  from  Highway  34,  the  powerline  road  and 
Highway  8A. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 
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II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  develop- 
ment from  non-designation.  The  area  would  remain  open  for  all  types  of 
mineral  exploration,  but  the  potential  for  discovery  and  development  is 
rated  as  low  to  moderate. 


III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  wildlife. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management . 

VI.  WOODLAND 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  woodlands  or  woodcutters. 

VII.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long-term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be  local- 
ized and  would  not  change  the  overall  visual  character. 

VIII  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

IX.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  potential  vandalism. 
This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal.  The  cultural  resources 
would  be  readily  available  for  inventory  and  research  through  the  use  of 
vehicle  access.  The  exceptional  values  would  be  managed  under  a  cultural 
resources  management  plan. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 

XI.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

The  existing  situation  would  be  maintained,  resulting  in  no  impacts. 
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WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

i  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
.0,650  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

mpacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

)  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
f8,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Lmpacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAINS 

3  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
53,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  designation. 
In  the  long  term,  some  impacts  to  the  wilderness  resource  would  be 
expected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  non-designation.  Disturbances  to 
solitude  and  naturalness  will  result  from  off-road  vehicle  use,  and 
additional  projects  constructed  to  support  grazing  and  other  multiple  use 
benefits,  and  possibly  from  development  of  utility  corridor  alignment(s) , 
geothermal  exploration  and  development,  and  from  possible  development  of 
perlite  claims. 

With  non-designation  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur 
although  no  active  interest  has  been  shown. 

Adverse  impacts  to  wilderness  values  from  non-designation  are  expected  to 
be  small. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 


No  impacts. 
IV.   WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 
No  impacts. 
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V.        WILDLIFE 


Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  be  able  to  be  more  flexible  with  the  absence  of  special 
regulations  that  wilderness  designation  would  impose.  Adverse  impacts 
due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  Two  potential  utility  corridors,  possible 
geothermal,  and  possible  perlite  claim  developments  are  the  only 
identified  actions  that  might  affect  the  visual  resource.  Adverse 
impacts  to  scenic  quality  would  result  in  areas  adjacent  to  these 
activities. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.  However,  little  change 
is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non-designation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non-designation  of  this  WSA,  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

No  economic  impacts.  This  alternative  continues  the  status  quo.  Hunters 
and  those  who  enjoy  other  forms  of  motorized  recreation  in  the  WSA  would 
support  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 


0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
95,020  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 
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WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
91,405  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

None  of  the  Twin  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion. The  wilderness  resource  would  be  given  no  special  protection.  The 
wilderness  characteristics  identified  would  forego  any  benefits  that 
wilderness  protection  could  afford.  Some  disturbances  will  result  from 
off-road  vehicle  use,  and  additional  projects  constructed  to  support 
grazing  and  other  multiple  use  benefits. 

With  non  designation,  mineral  exploration  and  development  can  occur  as 
well  as  the  potential  powerline  corridor,  although  no  active  interest  has 
been  shown. 

Adverse  impacts  from  non  designation  will  be  small. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 
No  impacts. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 
No  impacts. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

No  impacts. 

WILDLIFE 

Habitat  protection  does  not  rely  upon  wilderness  designation.  Wildlife 
management  will  be  able  to  be  more  flexible  with  the  absence  of  special 
regulations  that  wilderness  designation  would  impose.  Adverse  impacts 
due  to  non-designation  are  small. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCE 

Scenic  values  will  be  affected  by  activities  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  designated  wilderness.  Two  potential  utility  corridors  are  the  only 
identified  actions  that  might  impact  the  visual  resource.  If  developed, 
the  corridors  would  have  a  high  long  term  adverse  impact  to  scenic 
quality  and  naturalness  in  the  corridor  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Non-designation  would  affect  the  recreation  resource  by  the  loss  of 
designated  wilderness  recreation  opportunities.   However,  little  change 
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is  expected  in  the  area  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities  will 
remain  available  despite  non  designation. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Non  designation  of  this  WSA  would  result  in  no  impacts  to  the  present 
cultural  program  or  existing  sites  because  management  would  continue  at 
its  present  level.  Smoke  Creek  is  already  within  a  National  Register 
Archaeological  District. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  economic  impacts.  This  alternative  continues  the 
status  quo.  Current  lifestyles  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
implementation  of  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
52,143  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  wavs  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  term.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  natural 
condition. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
vehicle  use. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

A  portion  of  the  WSA  with  the  most  significant  wilderness  values  (Little 
High  Rock  Canyon)  would  be  under  ACEC  management  designed  to  retain  the 
primitive  characteristics  of  the  area. 
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I.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.  Portions  of  the  area  would  remain  open  for  all 
types  of  mineral  exploration. 

II.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Recommendation  of  the  WSA  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness  would  not  signif- 
icantly impact  the  wildlife  resource. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management . 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long  term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be 
localized  and  would  not  change  the  overall  visual  character. 

VII.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  degradation  from 
vandalism.   This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 


WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
33,300  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  the  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  term.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  reclaimed  to  a  natural 
condition. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
vehicle  use. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

A  portion  of  the  WSA  (the  canyons)  would  be  under  ACEC  management 
designed  specifically  to  retain  the  primitive  characteristics  of  the 
area. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.  Portions  of  the  area  would  remain  open  for  all 
types  of  mineral  exploration. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Recommendation  of  the  WSA  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness  would  not  signif- 
icantly impact  the  wildlife  resource. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management . 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long  terra 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change. 
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The  inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be 
localized  and  would  not  change  the  overall  visual  character. 

711.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.   Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

JVIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  degradation  from 
vandalism.   This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal. 

IX.  WATERSHED 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  watershed  or  water  restoration 
programs. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
52,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

Naturalness  would  not  change  in  the  short  term.  Over  the  long  term 
naturalness  would  decline  slightly  as  additional  projects  are  constructed 
and  maintained,  and  as  ways  are  lengthened  over  time.  These  impacts  to 
naturalness  are  not  likely  to  cause  tne  WSA  to  become  substantially 
unnatural  in  character  in  the  long  term.  Maintenance  of  existing  pro- 
jects would  slightly  degrade  naturalness  during  the  work  period  and  the 
man  related  intrusion  would  remain.  Approximately  5,000  acres  would 
become  non-wilderness  in  character  due  to  development  of  seedings  and 
mining  activities. 

Solitude  values  would  be  expected  to  stay  at  present  levels  due  to 
vehicle  use. 

Primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  values  would  be  expected  to  remain  at 
present  levels. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  with  the  most  significant  wilderness  values  (the 
canyons)  would  be  under  ACEC  management  designed  specifically  to  retain 
the  primitive  characteristics  of  the  area. 
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II.   MINERAL  RESOURCES 


There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  mineral  resources  or  development 
from  non-designation.  Portions  of  the  area  would  remain  open  for  all 
types  of  mineral  exploration. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Recommendation  of  the  WSA  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness  would  not  signif- 
icantly impact  the  wildlife  resource. 

V.  WILD  HORSES 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management . 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 



There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  visual  resources.  The  long  term 
visual  character  of  the  landscape  would  not  be  expected  to  change.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  projects  and  the  increase  in  ways  would  be 
localized  and  would  not  change  the  overall  visual  character. 

VII.  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation.  Both  dispersed  and 
vehicle  oriented  recreationist  would  be  able  to  use  the  WSA. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Cultural  resources  would  continue  to  be  exposed  to  degradation  from 
vandalism.   This  impact  is  generally  expected  to  be  minimal. 

IX.  WATERSHED 
There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  watershed  restoration  programs. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

There  would  be  no  significant  impact  to  economic  or  social  values  as  a 
result  of  not  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 
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WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
24,130  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
110,000  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


4-127 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  VI 

WSA  CA-020-311 
TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 

7,660  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
12,990  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

This  alternative  is  identical  to  Alternative  III.  It  recommends  7,660  acres 
of  the  Tunnison  Mountain  WSA  without  significant  resource  or  manageability 
conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  All  multiple  resource  uses 
compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e.,  grazing,  hunting,  fishing). 
Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  III. 


WSA  CA-020-609 
FIVE  SPRINGS 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,460  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 


WSA  CA-020-612 
SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 

37,240  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
26,550  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  37,240  acres  of  the  Skedaddle  WSA  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple  resource 
uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock,  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  IV  with  these 
exceptions:  The  eastern  portion  of  the  southern  boundary  of  this  alter- 
native is  located  approximately  1  mile  north  of  the  Alternative  IV 
boundary  and  conforms  with  the  Lassen  County  Public  Safety  Zone  around 
the  Sierra  Army  Depot;  approximately  6,000  more  acres  would  be  protected 
under  statutory  wilderness  protection  on  the  northern  side  of  the  WSA 
because  the  boundary  conforms  with  the  boundary  established  under 
Alternative  II,  the  resource  conflicts  alternative.  Ridges  and  steep 
rocky  slopes  between  the  cherrystemmed  access  roads  and  ways  in  this 
alternative  are  included  in  the  suitable  area  as  well  as  the  lower 
northern  and  eastern  slopes  of  Skedaddle  Mountain  land  mass.  These  areas 
are  included  because  the  area  has  no  significant  resource  conflicts,  has 
few  manageability  problems  and  contains  ridges,  canyons  and  steep  slopes 
that  extend  off  the  Skedaddle  Mountain  land  form,  which  provide  opportu- 
nities for  solitude,  primitive  recreation  and  naturalness  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  overall  Skedaddle  Mountain  area. 


4-128 


Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  VI 

Livestock  grazing  and  7  mining  claims  are  grandfathered  uses  of  the 
suitable  area.  Grazing  would  not  impair  wilderness  values.  If  the 
mining  claims  were  developed,  wilderness  values  of  naturalness  and 
solitude  would  be  impaired  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  claims. 
However,  the  overall  impact  of  development  would  be  low  because  the  claim 
is  located  within  a  deep  canyon  on  the  northwestern  edge  of  the  suitable 
area. 

The  area  is  considered  manageable  because  most  boundaries  utilize  natural 
terrain  features  or  legal  boundary  lines  located  away  from  motorized 
accessible  areas.  Access  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA  and  in  the 
Skedaddle  Creek  drainages  will  require  increased  field  patrol  to  insure 
vehicles  do  not  cross  identified  boundaries.  Despite  the  need  for 
increased  field  presence  in  these  areas  during  the  fall  hunting  season, 
the  areas  are  included  in  this  alternative  because  the  wilderness 
qualities  in  these  areas  contribute  to  the  overall  wilderness  values  in 
the  suitable  area.  Along  the  eastern  side  of  the  WSA  the  lower  slopes 
are  complimentary  to  an  adjacent  suitable  WSA  in  Dry  Valley  Rim. 

Non-designation  of  26,550  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future.  If  a 
Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through  the 
non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact 
naturalness  in  that  area.  Geothermal  development  would  impact 
naturalness  and  solitude  within  the  KGRA  area.  The  potential  is 
considered  slight  due  to  the  ruggedness  of  the  terrain. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative  12  reservoirs,  6  developed  springs  and  1.5  miles  of  fence 
would  need  periodic  maintenance. 


IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I  on  the 
suitable  area.   No  immediate  change  from  the  present  situation  will 
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result  on  the  non-suitable  area.  There  is  potential  for  impacts  to 
visual  quality  from  geothermal  and  utility  corridor  development  on 
non-suitable  areas. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II.  Motorized 
access  up  Skedaddle  Creek,  Spencer  Creek  and  Wendel  Canyon  access  roads 
and  ways  will  remain  open.  Slight  adverse  impacts  will  result  from 
closure  of  the  lower  eastern  slopes  of  the  Skedaddles  to  motorized  access. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-615 
DRY  VALLEY  RIM 

52,530  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
42,495  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  52,530  acres  of  the  Dry  Valley  Rim  WSA  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  All  wilderness  compatible  multiple 
resource  uses  would  continue  (i.e.,  livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  values  are  the  same  as  in  Alternative  II  with  two 
exceptions.  Along  the  southwestern  boundary  where  the  East  Side 
Skedaddle  Road  is  used  for  the  boundary,  opportunities  for  solitude, 
naturalness  and  primitive  recreation  are  enhanced  through  readdition  of 
the  area  between  Skedaddle  Creek  and  the  East  Side  Skedaddle  Road.  This 
boundary  forms  a  4f  mile  common  boundary  with  the  Skedaddle  WSA  suitable 
area  in  this  Alternative  creating,  in  effect,  a  larger  wilderness  complex 
separated  only  by  a  600 '  space  occupied  by  the  boundary  road.  In  the 
north  central  portion  of  the  WSA  the  access  way  and  adjacent  open  terrain 
that  extends  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  to  Upper  Red  Rock 
Canyon,  that  is  open  under  Alternative  II  for  motoriced  use,  is  deleted 
under  this  alternative.  This  expands  opportunities  for  experiencing 
solitude,  naturalness  and  primitive  recreation  in  the  core  portion  of  the 
northern  half  of  the  WSA  by  elimination  of  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
and  naturalness  by  motorized  use  on  the  access  way  that  penetrates  four 
miles  into  the  suitable  area.  It  also  improves  manageability  of  the 
northwestern  portion  of  the  suitable  area  by  eliminating  4  miles  of 
vehicle  accessible  terrain  adjacent  to  the  access  way  and  reduces  patrol 
needs  and  enforcement  problems. 
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Non-designation  of  42,495  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  in  non-designated  areas  would 
be  kept  open  and  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock 
operator  and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock 
grazing.  This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the 
future.  If  a  Trans  Sierra  utility  corridor  alignment  is  selected  through 
the  non-suitable  area,  utility  line  development  would  adversely  impact 
naturalness  in  that  area. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  described  under  Alternative  II. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  described  in  Alternative  II.  Under  this 
alternative  seven  reservoirs  and  one  developed  spring  would  need  periodic 
maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  I  on  the 
suitable  area.  No  change  from  the  present  situation  will  result  on  the 
non-suitable  area.  If  development  of  potential  utility  corridors  occur, 
scenic  quality  would  be  adversely  impacted  in  those  portions  of  the 
non-suitable  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II  except 
motorized  access  up  the  East  Fork  of  Skedaddle  Creek  will  be  precluded. 
Heaviest  motorized  hunting  pressure  occurs  outside  the  eastern  edge  of 
the  suitable  area  where  motorized  access  is  not  restricted.  Slight 
adverse  impacts  to  hunting  will  result  from  closure  of  this  access  way. 
The  most  heavily  used  motorcycle  trail  (the  Diamond  Back  Enduro  Course) 
passes  through  the  non-suitable  area  on  the  southern  end  of  the  WSA  and 
will  remain  open.  Other  low  use  and  low  profile  trails  in  the  control 
portion  of  the  suitable  area  will  be  closed.  Adverse  impact  to  motor- 
cycle riders  will  be  low. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 
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IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  discussed  under  Alternative  II. 


WSA  CA-020-619 
BUFFALO  HILLS 


0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
47,315  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV. 


WSA  CA-020-619A 
TWIN  PEAKS 

54,970  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
36,435  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.  WILDERNESS  VALUES 

This  alternative  recommends  54,970  acres  for  wilderness  designation.  All 
multiple  resource  uses  compatible  with  wilderness  would  continue  (i.e., 
livestock  grazing,  hunting). 

Impacts  to  wilderness  qualities  are  the  same  as  Alternative  IV.  Affected 
area  is  identical  to  Alternative  IV,  except  on  the  southern  flanks  of  the 
WSA  where  under  this  alternative,  1  to  2  miles  of  WSA  are  deleted  to 
accomodate  a  potential  east-west  utility  corridor  alignment.  The  only 
change  in  impacts  to  wilderness  from  this  deletion  is  loss  of  an  area  of 
4,760  acres  that  contains  wilderness  qualities  of  naturalness,  solitude 
and  good  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation. 

Non-designation  of  36,435  acres  would  result  in  minimal  impairment  of 
wilderness  characteristics.  Existing  ways  would  be  kept  open  and 
possibly  lengthened  over  time  through  recreational,  livestock  operator 
and  trapper  use.  The  predominant  use  of  the  WSA  is  livestock  grazing. 
This  use  is  not  expected  to  significantly  change  in  the  future. 

II.  MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

On  the  non-designated  area  there  would  be  no  impact  to  mineral 
development.  Impacts  are  the  same  as  those  in  Alternative  I  on  the 
designated  area.  Total  impact  is  considered  low.  Impact  to  potential 
utility  corridor  alignments  within  the  designated  area  is  the  same  as 
Alternative  II  and  is  considered  low. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Impacts  are  similar  to  those  discussed  in  Alternative  I,  but  to  a  lesser 
extent  due  to  the  increased  acreage  outside  wilderness  designation. 
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Under  this  alternative,  17  developed  springs  and  1  reservoir  would  need 
periodic  maintenance. 

IV.  WILD  HORSES  AND  BURROS 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I. 

V.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  as  wilderness  will  have  the  same  effects  as  those  discussed 
under  Alternative  I. 

VI.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impact  as  Alternative  I  on  the  designated  area. 

VII.  RECREATION 

Same  impact  as  Alternative  IV,  except  I5  miles  of  access  way  on  the  south 
side  of  the  WSA  remains  available  for  use  outside  the  suitable  area. 

VIII  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Same  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I  on  the  designated  area. 
No  change  from  present  situation  on  non-designated  area. 

IX.   ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Similar  impacts  as  those  described  in  Alternative  I,  but  on  a  smaller 
scale  since  less  acreage  is  recommended  suitable  in  this  alternative. 


WSA  CA-020-805 
WALL  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
45,790  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

17,320  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
34,823  Acres  Non-Wilderness 


Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 
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WSA  CA-020-913A 
YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 

0  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
13,050  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  IV  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-913B 
HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

11,980  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

21,320  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

200  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 

31,810  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 

20,190  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

1,650  Acres  Non-WSA  Split  Estate  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

160  Acres  Private  Land  to  be  Acquired  and  Recommended  Suitable 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1012 
SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 

780  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
23,350  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

Impacts  are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Alternative  III  for  this  WSA. 


WSA  CA-020-1013 
MASSACRE  RIM 

23,260  Acres  Recommended  for  Wilderness  Designation 
48,730  Acres  Designated  ACEC 
86,740  Acres  Non-Wilderness 

I.    WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  would  recommend  those  portions  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA 
representative  of  high  levels  of  Great  Basin  wilderness  qualities  without 
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significant  resource  or  manageability  conflicts  as  suitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation,  pending  further  mineral  evaluation.  Should  Congress 
designate  portions  of  the  area  as  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would 
receive  statutory  protection  and  management.  Another  portion  of  the  WSA 
would  be  recommended  for  ACEC  designation  designed  to  protect  and  enhance 
archaeological,  wildlife  and  existing  natural  conditions. 

Overall,  the  designation  of  23,260  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  beneficial 
values  because  of  statutory  protection  and  managment  objectives  designed 
to  protect  those  values.  The  wilderness  values  protected  under  this 
alternative  are  the  high  level  of  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportun- 
ities for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  Designation 
would  not  significantly  benefit  any  other  resources.  Specific  impacts 
are  as  discussed  under  Alternative  I,  with  the  exception  of  manage- 
ability.  The  designated  portion  would  be  manageable. 

Non-designation  of  86,740  acres  including  48,730  acres  of  ACEC  would 
result  in  short  and  long  term  impacts  to  solitude  due  to  motorized 
vehicles.  These  impacts  are  not  expected  to  be  significant  due  to  lack 
of  access  over  much  of  the  area  and  anticipated  restrictions  on  new  roads 
under  ACEC  management.  The  dispersed  recreational  opportunities  would 
not  be  significantly  impacted.  Naturalness  would  not  be  significantly 
impacted  in  the  short  term,  but  would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline  with 
the  addition  of  new  projects  and  the  continued  use  of  roads  and  ways. 

II.  MINERAL  RESOURCES 

The   impact  of  wilderness   designation  upon  the  exploration  for  and 

development   of  mineral  resources   in  all  categories   is  unknown  but 

expected  to  be  low.   The  non-designated  portion  would  be  open  for  all 

types  of  mineral  exploration  and  development.   However,  this  is  not 

considered  significant  because  the  potential  for  discovery  and 
development  is  also  considered  low,  except  for  the  Lone  Pine  area. 

III.  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  livestock  grazing  on  either  the 
designated  or  non-designated  portions.  One  the  non-designated  portion, 
five  additional  reservoirs  would  be  constructed  and  700  acres  would  be 
seeded.  The  additional  water  would  be  a  small  beneficial  impact  to 
livestock  allowing  better  management  and  an  opportunity  for  faster 
improvement  in  range  conditions. 

IV.  WILDLIFE 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  significantly 
impact  wildlife,  either  adversely  or  beneficially.  Designation  would  not 
be  expected  to  lower  the  hunting  pressure  for  big  game  on  the  WSA.  On 
the  ACEC  portion,  wildlife  would  be  expected  to  receive  long  term  bene- 
fits due  to  special  managment  attention.  The  specific  impacts  are 
unknown  at  this  time. 
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Environmental  Consequences 
Alternative  VI 


V.    WILD  HORSES 


There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  wild  horses  or  wild  horse 
management  because  all  management  locations  would  be  in  the  non- 
designated  portions. 

VI.  WOODLAND 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  woodlands  or  woodcutters. 

VII.  VISUAL  RESOURCES 

With  wilderness  designation,  portions  of  the  WSA  would  be  managed  under 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  guidelines,  which  is  the  maximum 
protection  afforded  scenic  areas  on  public  lands.  The  actions  would 
ensure  long-term  protection  of  the  area's  scenic  quality.  On  the 
non-designated  portions,  the  nature  of  the  expected  actions,  reservoirs 
and  extensions  of  ways,  would  not  significantly  degrade  visual  quality  of 
the  long  term. 

VIII  RECREATION 

There  would  be  no  significant  impacts  to  recreation  on  the  designated 
portion  due  to  the  current  lack  of  vehicular  access. 

IX.  CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Designation  of  a  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  is  not  expected  to 
significantly  impact  cultural  resources  on  the  cultural  resources  program 
due  to  a  lack  of  significant  sites  and  low  levels  of  vandalism.  The  ACEC 
designation  would  be  expected  to  have  significant  positive  impacts  to 
both  the  resources  and  the  study  of  the  resources.  This  would  be  due  to 
the  special  manage  attention  focused  by  the  ACEC  designation  and  the 
probability  that  funding  for  survey  and  excavation  would  be  increased 
over  present  levels.  On  the  remainder  of  the  WSA,  cultural  resources  and 
programs  would  not  be  significantly  affected  due  to  site  types  and 
densities  as  well  as  present  management  actions. 

X.  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  FACTORS 

Designation  of  portions  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  have  an  insignif- 
icant economic  impact  on  the  area.  As  documented  under  Livestock  Grazing 
and  Recreation  in  this  Chapter,  the  two  major  activities  involved  with 
economic  factors  would  be  minimally  impacted. 

XI.  LANDS  AND  REALTY 

No  significant  impacts  to  lands  and  realty  have  been  identified  as  a 
result  of  wilderness  designation  or  non-designation. 
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Environmental  Consequences 


UNAVOIDABLE  ADVERSE  IMPACTS 


Wilderness  designation  legislatively  assures  that  wilderness  values  will  be 
protected.  While  this  designation  is  the  most  effective  means  available  for 
long-term  protection  of  wilderness  values,  sensitive  natural  resource  values 
would  be  protected  in  the  preferred  alternative.  Unavoidable  adverse  impacts 
are  the  same  as  discussed  in  Chapter  IV.  Mitigation  is  built  into  the 
imcorporation  of  specific  actions. 

RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  SHORT-TERM  USES  OF  MAN'S  ENVIRONMENT 
AND  THE  MAINTENANCE  AND  ENHANCEMENT  OF  LONG-TERM  PRODUCTIVITY 


Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  consumptive  short-term  uses  would  be 
afforded  the  opportunity  for  growth  and  would  be  encouraged  where  they  would 
have  the  least  potential  for  adverse  impacts  on  multiple  resource  values. 

The  All  Wilderness  Alternative  would  emphasize  noncomsumptive  lont-term  uses 
and  the  enjoyment  of  intangibles.  This  alternative  would  enhance  long-term 
productivity  of  wilderness  values,  but  would  adversely  impact  short-term 
productivity  use  of  other  resources  values. 

The  Partial  Wilderness  Alternatives  provide  for  protection  of  wilderness  and 
other  resource  values  on  over  one-half  the  acreage  in  the  wilderness  study 
areas,  while  allowing  for  the  same  multiple-use  activities  of  other  resource 
values  in  the  areas  recommended  as  non-suitable. 


IRREVERSIBLE  AND  IRRETRIEVABLE 
COMMITMENTS  OF  RESOURCES 


Wilderness  designation  could  preclude  future  resource  commodity  development. 
This  commitment,  however,  is  not  irreversible  or  irretrievable.  Resources 
within  wilderness  would  be  available  for  use  at  a  future  date  should  national 
priorities  and  needs  change.  Congress  has  the  option  to  relinquish  wilderness 
designation  and  open  once  designated  lands  for  development  of  their  resource 
potential. 

In  areas  not  designated  wilderness,  commodity  production  activities  including 
range  management  facilities,  utility  lines,  firewood  cutting,  and  increased 
livestock  grazing,  could  cause  irreversible  and  irretrievable  damage  to 
wilderness  characteristics  and  cultural  resource  sites.  Wilderness  char- 
acteristics and  cultural  resource  sites  are  both  non-renewable  resources. 
Historically,  their  supply  has  diminished  rapidly  with  resource  commodity 
development  on  the  public  lands. 
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TUNNISON  MOUNTAIN 
CA-020-311 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  20,650  acres. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  15,090  acres. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protectee 
on  7,660  acres. 


Slight  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
from  outside  influences:  traffic  on 
Highway  139,  agricultural  sounds  on 
adjacent  lands,  potential  future  de- 
velopment of  13  private  parcels  (530 
acres)  for  recreational  use. 


Same  impacts  on  suitable  area  as  in 
Alternative  I,  with  potential  for 
development  of  8  parcels  (480  acres) 
for  recreational  use. 


Same  impacts  on  suitable  area  as  in 
Alternative  I,  with  potential  for 
development  of  2  parcels  (80)  acres. 


Construction  of  additional  reservoirs,   Same  as  Alternative  I 
springs  and  fences  to  support  exis- 
ting levels  of  grazing  would  locally 
reduce  naturalness. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4's)  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  WSA's  lower  slopes  and 
south  of  Willow  Creek  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  control.   Majority  of  viola- 
tions and  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
would  occur  during  fall  hunting  and 
wood  cutting  season. 


No  impact.   All  open  terrain  excluded 
from  this  alternative. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Minerals 


No  new  claims  on  20,650  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


No  new  claims  on  15,090  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


No  new  claims  on  7,660  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


Energy 


Two  miles  of  potential  utility  corri- 
dor alignment  prohibited. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Livestock  Grazing 
Visual  Resources 


No  significant  impact. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


No  significant  impact. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area. 
Visual  change  allowed  in  non-suitable 
area  outside  Willow  Creek  Canyon. 


No  significant  impact. 
Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Recreation 


Cultural  Resource 


Prohibited  motorized  hunting  access 
would  reduce  hunting  use,  particu- 
larly in  Long  Canyon.   Fishing  access 
to  Willow  Creek  on  The  Crossing  Road 
would  also  be  blocked,  limiting  access 
from  the  south.   Moderate  adverse  im- 
pact . 

Less  potential  for  sites  being  vandal- 
ized due  to  motorized  restrictions. 


No  significant  impact.   All  heavily 
used  access  routes  remaim  open. 


No  change  from  present  situation,  as 
all  heavily  used  motorized  access 
routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Social  and  Economic 


Slight  increase  in  cost  of  livestock 
operation,  project  maintenance  and 
project  development. 

Reduction  in  number  of  hunters  and 
fishermen  using  the  area,  due  to 
motorized  access  restrictions. 


Similar  to  Alternative  I,  but  very 
slight  impact  as  most  areas  with 
motorized  access  remain  open. 

No  significant  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact. 


Slight  increase  in  number  of  wilder- 
ness users  in  the  area  may  benefit 
local  businessmen. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  would  not  be  pro- 
tected.  Localized  adverse  impacts 
to  naturalness  may  occur  from  con- 
struction of  a  new  range  facility. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I  on 
suitable  area. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 

No  change  from  present  situation. 
Any  visual  change  limited  to  within 
Willow  Creek  Canyon  and  allowed  in 
non-suitable  area. 


No  significnat  impact. 
Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  significant  impact. 
Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impac  t . 


No  impac  £ . 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  change  from  present  situation.       Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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FIVE  SPRINGS 
CA-020-609 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 

Resource 

Alternative  I 

Alternative  II 

Alternative  III 

Wilderness 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  48,460  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  25,220  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protecte 
on  25,174  acres. 

Minerals 


Energy 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  5  private  parcels. 

Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4's)  on 
periferal  south,  west  and  north  sides 
of  the  WSA  would  be  very  difficult  to 
control.  Majority  of  violations  and 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would 
occur  during  fall  hunting  season. 

Construction  of  new  reservoirs, 
springs  and  fences  needed  to  support 
range  and  wildlife  management  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 

No  new  claims  on  48,460  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

An  8  mile  segement  of  potentially  high 
priority  utility  corridor  alignment  on 
the  south  side  of  the  WSA  would  be 
eliminated  from  future  development. 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  2  private  parcels. 

No  significant  impact,  as  all  open 
terrain,  roads  and  access  ways  are 
removed  from  this  alternative. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  on  25,220  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


Livestock  Grazing     No  significant  impact. 
Wild  Horses  &  Burros   No  significant  impact. 


No  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


No  impact  as  there  are  no  private  i 
holdings. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 

No   new   claims   on   25,060   acres.      Im- 
pact   is    low,    as   potential    is    low. 

No    impact. 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


Wildlife 


Increased  numbers  of  deer  and  Chukar 
expected  with  decreased  hunting  pres- 
sure and  human  disturbance  due  to 
vehicle  access  restrictions. 


No  change  from  present  situation,  as 
all  heavily  used  motorized  access 
routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Visual  Resources 


Recreation 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


Hunting  access  restricted  to  non- 
motorized  means.   Potential  high  ad- 
verse impact  to  chukar  hunters  on 
lower  slopes  on  the  south,  west  and 
north  sides  of  the  WSA. 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area.   Non- 
suitable  area  would  be  managed  to 
allow  for  visual  change. 

No  significant  adverse  impact.   All 
heavily  used  open  terrain  and  access 
roads  and  ways  remain  open  for  motor- 
ized use. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Cultural  Resources 


Social  and  Economic 


Less  potential  for  sites  being  vandal- 
ized due  to  motorized  restrictions. 


Some  increased  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense for  livestock  facility  mainte- 
nance and  development  of  new  facili- 
ties, due  to  provisions  on  timing  and 
method  of  construction  to  preserve 
wilderness  qualities  of  solitude  and 
naturalness. 


No  significant  change  from  present 
situation,  as  all  open  terrain  and 
access  roads  and  ways  remain  open. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Slight  to  moderate  adverse  impact  to 
trappers,  due  to  increased  time  and 
effort  necessary  to  trap  without  vehi- 
cle access. 


No  significant  adverse  impact,  as  all 
major  access  routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Potential  high  reduction  in  number  of 
hunters  using  area  because  of  access 
road  and  way  closures.   May  cause 
small  reduction  in  revenue  to  local 
businesses. 


No  significant  adverse  impact,  as  all 
major  access  routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  48,460  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  additional  reservoirs  and  springs 
are  constructed.   Naturalness  would 
be  altered  if  utility  corridors  are 
developed. 

No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


Solitude  would  be  disrupted  by  motor- 
ized vehicle  access  each  fall  during 
hunting  season. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  change  from  present  standards  that 
allow  visual  change. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  change  from  present  situation. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impac  t . 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 
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SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN 
CA-020-612 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  63,881  acres. 

Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  periodic 
motorized  access  to  6  parcels  of 
private  inholdings. 

Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4's)  on 
lower  periferal  west,  north  and  east 
slopes  of  WSA  would  be  difficult  to 
control.   Majority  of  violations  and 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would 
occur  during  fall  hunting  season. 

Brief  high  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
on  south  facing  slopes  of  Amedee  and 
Skedaddle  Mountains  would  occur  due  to 
detonations  at  adjacent  Sierra  Army 
Depot's  demolition  facility.   Dis- 
persing smoke  and  dust  clouds  would 
adversely  affect  naturalness  along  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Slight  adverse  impact  to  solitude  in 
southwestern  portion  of  the  WSA  from 
sounds  of  periodic  railroad  traffic 
and  motorcycle  riding  on  southwest 
side  of  WSA. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  32,640  acres. 

Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  from  periodic  motorized  ac- 
cess to  2  private  inholdings. 


Control  of  off  highway  vehicles 
(4X41 s)  on  cherrystem  access  roads 
and  ways  in  Skedaddle  Creek  and  Spen- 
cer Basin  would  require  increased 
field  presence  during  hunting  season. 


Moderate  adverse  impacts  to  solitude 
on  south  facing  slopes  of  Skedaddle 
Mountains  due  to  detonations  at  Sierra 
Army  Depot's  demolition  facility. 
Boundary  follows  Amedee  Ridge. 


Similar  impact  as  Alternative  I,  but 
less  area  affected  due  to  Amedee 
Ridgecrest  boundary. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protec 
on  24,510  acres. 

Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts 
solitude  from  periodic  motorized 
access  to  1  private  inholding. 


Preservation  of  solitude  through  i 
elusion  of  off  highway  vehicles  wi 
be  effective  through  the  use  of  mi' 
ural  physical  boundaries. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 


Potential  slight  to  moderate  adverse 
impacts  to  solitude  from  sounds  of 
future  geothermal/wood  burning  power 
plant,  2  miles  west  and  upwind  of 
the  WSA. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


Minerals 


Energy 


No  new  claims  on  63,881  acres.   Im-     No  new  claims  on  32,640  acres.   Ira- 
pact  is  low,  as  potential  is  low.       pact  is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

No  impact  on  perlite  claims  develop-    Same  as  Alternative  I. 
ment .   Claims  are  grandfathered  uses. 

Geothermal  leasing  could  occur  subject   Same  as  Alternative  I. 

to  provisions  to  protect  wilderness 

values. 


Segments  of  2  potential  utility  cor- 
ridor alignments  eliminated  from  fu- 
ture development. 


Livestock  Grazing     No  significant  impact. 
Wild  Horses  &  Burros   No  significant  impact. 


Wildlife 


Recreation 


Increased  populations  of  chukar  and 
deer  expected  with  decreased  hunting 
pressure,  due  to  vehicle  restrictions. 


Visual  Resources      Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


Hunting  access  restricted  to  non- 
motorized  means.   Potential  high  ad- 
verse impact  on  periferal  west,  north 
and  east  high  use  areas  of  the  WSA. 
Hunting  success  should  increase  due 
to  lower  hunting  pressure. 


High  priority  utility  corridor  align- 
ment available  for  development.   Low 
priority  alignment  eliminated  from 
future  development. 

No  significant  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area.  Non- 
suitable  area  would  be  managed  to 
allow  for  visual  change. 

No  significant  adverse  impact.  All 
open  terrain  and  majority  of  access 
ways  remain  open  for  motorized  use. 


No  new  claims  on  24,510  acres.  In 
pact  is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
Same  as  Alternative  II. 

No  significant  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 

Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 
Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Cultural  Resources 


Slight  increase  in  non-motorized 
visitor  use  due  to  increased  public 
awareness  of  area  through  wilderness 
designation. 

Less  potential  for  vandalized  sites. 
Slight  increase  in  time  and  expense 
of  monitoring  Known  sites. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  change  from  present  situation,  as 
most  motorized  access  routes  remain 
open. 
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Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  30,930  acres. 

Occasional  slight  adverse  impact  to 
solitude  from  periodic  motorized 
access  to  3  private  inholdings. 


Same  as  Alternative  III,  with  in- 
creased field  patrol  during  fall 
hunting  season  on  the  eastern  bound- 
ary and  at  Spencer  Basin  Road  closure. 


Same  as  Alternative  II.   Boundary 
follows  Amedee  Ridge  and  2\   mile  set 
back  from  demolition  facility. 


Wilderness  values  on  63,790  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  de- 
cline as  reserviors  are  construc- 
ted, roads  and  ways  are  lengthened 
over  time,  and  mineral  and  energy 
Potential  are  explored  and/or 
developed. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Wilderness  on  37,240  acres  would 
be  protected. 

Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts 
to  solitude  from  motorized  access 
to  1  private  in  holding. 


Control  of  off  highway  vehicles 
(4X4' s)  on  cherrystem  roads  and 
ways  in  Skedaddle  Creek  and  along 
the  east  side  boundary  road  would 
require  increased  field  presence 
during  fall  hunting  season. 

Same  as  Alternative  II.   Boundary 
follows  Lassen  County  Public  Safe- 
ty Zone  around  demolition  facility 
(2j  mile  or  more  set  back  from 
demolition  site). 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


Solitude  would  continue  to  be 
disturbed  by  periodic  railroad 
traffic  and  motorcycle  riding. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I. 

No  new  claims  on  30,930  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I. 
No  impact. 

No  impact. 

No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 

No  new  claims  on  37,240  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impac  t . 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact.  No  impact. 

No  significant  impact.  No  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable  No  impact, 
area. 


No  significant  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


No  change  from  present  standards 
that  allow  for  visual  change. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


Major  motorized  use  areas  on  west, 
north  and  in  Skedaddle  Creek  drain- 
age remain  open.   Access  restricted 
on  5  low  use  access  ways  and  on  the 
Spencer  Basin  Road.   Impact  is  slight. 


No  impact. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  except 
closure  of  motorized  access  to 
lower  eastern  slopes  and  1  access 
way  south  of  Skedaddle  Creek. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated     No  change  from  present  situation, 
area.   South  slope  of  Amedee  Mountains 
receives  protection  under  this  alter- 
native. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV  on  designated 
area. 
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SKEDADDLE  MOUNTAIN  (Cont.) 

CA-020-612 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 

Resource                    Alternative  I 

Alternative  II 

Alternative  III 

Social  and  Economic    Some  increased  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense for  livestock  facility  mainte- 
nance and  new  facility  development, 
due  to  provisions  on  timing  and  method 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designate 
area. 

of  construction  necessary  to  preserve 
wilderness  qualities  of  solitude  and 
naturalness. 


Slight  to  moderate  adverse  impact  on 
trappers,  due  to  increased  time  and 
effort  necessary  to  trap  without  vehi- 
cle access. 


No  significant  impact,  since  most 
access  ways  and  roads  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Potential  high  reduction  in  number  of 
hunters  using  area  because  of  road 
and  access  way  closures.   May  cause 
small  reduction  in  revenue  to  local 
businesses. 


No  significant  adverse  impact.   Hunt- 
ing use  not  limited  by  vehicle  re- 
strictions as  all  major  access  roads 
and  ways  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Slight  increase  in  wilderness  visitor 
use  may  cause  small  increase  in  reve- 
nue to  local  businesses. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact  to  Sierra  Army  depot  Demoli-  Same  as  Alternative  I. 
tion  facility  operation.   Wilderness 
designation  would  not  limit  demoli- 
tion activities  on  military  withdrawal 
lands. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Utilization  of  geothermal  resource  may   Same  as  Alternative  I. 
be  possible  if  wilderness  values  can 
be  protected  (i.e.,  off  site  drilling 
and  resource  utilization). 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


No  impac t . 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  but  5        No  impact, 
access  ways  and  1  road  closed. 


Similar  to  Alternative  IV,  but 
Spencer  Basin  Road  remains  open. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II.  Slight 
adverse  impact  due  to  closure  of  5 
access  ways  and  1  road. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV,  but  Spencer 
Basin  Road  remains  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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DRY  VALLEY  RIM 
CA-020-615 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  95,025  acres. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  47, 340  acres. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protects 
on  36,320  acres. 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  4  private  parcels. 


Minimal  adverse  impact,  as  there 
would  be  very  limited  vehicle  access 
to  4  private  parcels. 


Minimal  adverse  impact,  as  there 
would  be  very  limited  vehicle  acces: 
to  4  private  parcels. 


Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4' s)  on 
periferal  west,  south  and  east  sides 
of  the  WSA  would  be  very  difficult  to 
control.   Majority  of  violations  and 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would 
occur  during  fall  hunting  season. 
Occasional  motorcycle  riding  within 
the  WSA  would  also  be  very  difficult 
to  control. 


No  significant  impact  on  restricting 
OHV's  as  all  heavily  used  open  ter- 
rain and  access  roads  remain  open. 
Occasional  motorcycle  riding  within 
the  WSA  would  be  difficult  to  con- 
trol. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Minerals 


Energy 


Construction  of  new  reservoirs, 
springs  and  fences  needed  to  support 
range  and  wildlife  management  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 

No  new  claims  on  95,025  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Segment  of  3  potential  utility  cor- 
ridor alignments  eliminated  from 
future  development. 

High  Priority:   north  side  WSA  -  10 
miles,  east  side  WSA  -  11  miles.   Low 
Priority:   west  side  WSA  -  8  miles. 


Livestock  Grazing  No  significant  impact 
Wild  Horses  &  Burros  No  significant  impact 
Wildlife 


Increased  numbers  of  chukar  expected 
with  decreased  hunting  pressure  and 
human  disturbance,  due  to  vehicle 
access  restrictions. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  on  47,430  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Low  impact,  as  there  is  only  4  miles 
of  low  priority  utility  corridor 
eliminated  from  future  development. 


No  significant  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 

No  change  from  present  situation,  as 
all  heavily  used  motorized  access 
routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims   on  36,320  acres.     Im- 
pact   is    low,    as   potential   is    low. 

Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 
Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Installation  of  new  wildlife  guzzlers 
allowed. 

Visual  Resources      Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


Recreation 


Cultural  Resources 


Hunting  access  restricted  to  non- 
motorized  means.   Potential  high  ad- 
verse impact  to  chukar  hunters  on 
lower  slopes  on  east,  south  and  west 
sides  of  WSA. 

High  adverse  impact  to  motorcycle 
trail  riders  who  rely  on  a  6  mile 
trail  segment  through  the  WSA's  south- 
ern end  for  part  of  the  100  mile 
Diamond  Back  Enduro.   Also,  moderate 
to  high  adverse  impact  on  incidental 
trail  riding  on  40  miles  of  low  use, 
but  high  quality  trails  through  the 
central  and  southern  end  of  the  WSA. 

Less  potential  for  sites  being  vandal- 
ized due  to  motorized  restrictions. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area.   Non- 
suitable  area  would  be  managed  to 
allow  for  visual  change. 

No  significant  adverse  impact.   All 
heavily  used  open  terrain  and  access 
roads  and  ways  remaim  open  for  motor- 
ized use. 


No  adverse  impact  on  the  Diamond  Back 
Enduro  trail  segment.   Incidental 
trail  riding  on  other  trails  in  the 
suitable  area  would  be  precluded.   Ad- 
verse impact  is  moderate  to  high  on 
local  trail  riders  because  of  loss  of 
high  quality  riding  opportunities  on 
12  miles  of  trails. 


No  significant  change  from  present 
situation,  as  all  open  terrain  and 
access  roads  and  ways  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  95,025  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  additional  reservoirs  and  springs 
are  constructed.   Naturalness  would 
be  altered  if  utility  corridors  are 
developed. 

Solitude  would  be  disrupted  by  motor- 
ized vehicle  access  each  fall  during 
hunting  season,  and  occasionally  by 
motorcycle  trail  riding. 

No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  pro- 
tected on  52,530  acres. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Control  of  off  highway  vehicles 
(4X4' s)  along  western  boundary 
road  and  in  East  Fork  of  Ske- 
daddle Creek  would  require  in- 
creased field  presence  during 
fall  hunting  season.   Control  of 
occasional  motorcycle  trail  rid- 
ing would  be  difficult. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 

No  impac  t . 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 

No  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  new  claims  on  52,530  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Same  as  Alternative  II. 

No  significant  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 

Similar  to  Alternative  II,  except 
less  hunting  pressure  expected  in 
upper  Red  Rock  Canyon  due  to  ac- 
cess closure  on  East  Fork  of  Ske- 
daddle Creek. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  change  from  present  standards  that   Same  as  Alternative  IV. 
allow  visual  change. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  except 
road  closure  on  East  Fork  of  Ske- 
daddle Creek  will  reduce  hunter 
access  in  that  low  to  moderate  use 
area. 

Similar  impact  to  Alternative  II, 
except  18  miles  of  trail  closed. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  except 
for  increased  protection  of  sites 
may  occur  from  establishing  bound- 
ary along  Skedaddle  Road  1  mile 
west  of  Skedaddle  Creek,  and  clo- 
sure of  the  Ease  Fork  Skedaddle 
Creek  access  way. 
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DRY  VALLEY  RIM  (Cont.) 

CA-020-615 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Social  and  Economic 


Some  increased  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense for  livestock  facility  mainte- 
nance and  development  of  new  facil- 
ities due  to  provisions  on  timing  and 
method  of  construction  to  preserve 
wilderness  qualities  of  solitude  and 
naturalness. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designate! 
area. 


Slight  to  moderate  adverse  impact  to 
trappers,  due  to  increased  time  and 
effort  necessary  to  trap  without  vehi- 
cle access. 


No  significant  adverse  impact,  as  all 
major  access  routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Potential  high  reduction  in  number  of 
hunters  using  area  because  of  access 
road  and  way  closures.  May  cause 
small  reduction  in  revenue  to  local 
businesses. 


No  significant  adverse  impact,  as  all 
major  access  routes  remain  open. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  adverse  impact  to  Sierra  Army  Depot   Same  as  Alternative  I. 
operations. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  desig- 
nated area. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Low  to  moderate  adverse  impact  due 
to  closure  of  access  up  East  Fork 
Skedaddle  Creek. 


No  impac  t . 


No  impact. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  except 
slight  displacement  of  hunters  ex- 
pected with  closure  of  East  Fork 
of  Skedaddle  Creek. 


No  impact. 


No  impac  t . 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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BUFFALO  HILLS 
CA-020-619 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 

Resource 

Alternative  I 

Alternative  II 

Alternative  III 

Wilderness 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  47,342  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  30,080  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be 
on  23,230  acres. 

protected 

Minerals 


Energy 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  11  private  parcels. 

Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4 ' s)    on 
south,  west  and  north  sides  of  the 
WSA  would  be  very  difficult  to  con- 
trol.  Majority  of  violations  and 
adverse  impacts  to  solitude  would 
occur  during  fall  hunting  season. 

Construction  of  new  reservoirs, 
springs  and  fences  needed  to  support 
range  and  wildlife  management  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 

No  new  claims  on  47,315  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

Segments  of  1  potential  utility  cor- 
ridor alignment  eliminated  from  fu- 
ture development. 


Livestock  Grazing     No  significant  impact. 
Wild  Horses  &  Burros   No  significant  impact. 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
access  to  6  private  parcels. 

No  significant  impact  as  all  heavily 
used  open  terrain,  roads  and  access 
ways  are  removed  from  this  alterna- 
tive. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  on  30,080  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

No  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


No  impact,  as  there  are  no  private  in- 
holdings. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  on  23,230  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 

No  impact. 

No  significant  impact. 
No  significant  impact. 


Wildlife 


Increased  numbers  of  chukar,  sage- 
grouse  and  deer  expected  with  de- 
creased hunting  pressure  and  human 
disturbance  due  to  restricted  vehicle 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Visual  Resources 


Recreation 


Cultural  Resource 


Social  and  Economic 


Wildlife  projects  must  be  built  so  as 
not  to  degrade  wilderness  qualities. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


Hunting  access  restricted  to  non- 
motorized  means.   Potential  high  ad- 
verse impact  on  large  open  areas  of 
south,  west  and  north  portions  of 
WSA  where  hunting  use  is  high. 

Slight  increased  visitor  use  expected 
due  to  increased  visibility  of  area 
through  designation. 

Less  potential  for  sites  being  vandal- 
ized due  to  motorized  restrictions  on 
entire  WSA. 

Some  increased  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense for  livestock  facility  mainte- 
nance and  development  of  new  facil- 
ities, due  to  provisions  on  timing  and 
method  of  construction  necessary  to 
preserve  wilderness  qualities  of  soli- 
tude and  naturalness. 

Slight  to  moderate  adverse  impact  to 
trappers,  due  to  increased  time  and 
effort  necessary  to  trap  without  vehi- 
cle access. 


Impacts  same  as  Alternative  I. 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area.   Non- 
suitable  area  managed  to  allow  for 
visual  change. 

No  significant,  as  all  heavily  used 
open  terrain,  roads  and  ways  removed 
from  this  alternative. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


No  significant  impact,  since  all 
roads,  access  ways  and  heavily  used 
terrain  remain  open. 


No  significant  impact,  as  all 
roads,  access  ways  and  heavily  used 
terrain  remain  open. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  47,315  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  additional  reservoirs  and  springs 
are  constructed.   Naturalness  would 
be  altered  if  utility  corridor  is 
developed. 

No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 

No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 

No  impact. 


No  impact. 
No  impact. 

No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


No  change  from  present  standards 
that  allow  for  visual  change. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  change  from  present  situation.       No  change  from  present  situation.    No  change  from  present  situation. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  impac  t . 


No  impact. 
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BUFFALO  HILLS  (Cont.) 

CA-020-619 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource  Alternative  I  Alternative  II  Alternative  III 


Potential  high  reduction  in  number  of   No  significant  adverse  impact,  as  all   Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 

hunters  using  area  because  of  access    roads,  access  ways  and  heavily  used 

road  and  way  closures.  May  cause       open  terrain  remain  open. 

small  reduction  in  revenue  to  local 

businesses. 

Slight  increase  in  visitor  use  may      Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated     Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
cause  small  increase  in  revenue  to      area.  area, 

local  businesses. 
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Alternative  IV  Alternative  V  Alternative  VI 

No  impact.  No  impact.  No  impact. 


No  impact.  No  impact.  No  impact. 
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TWIN  PEAKS 
CA-020-619A 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected    Wilderness  values  would  be  protected    Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  91,405  acres.  on  52,920  acres.  on  52,620  acres. 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  9  private  parcels. 

Off  highway  vehicle  use  (4X4 's)  on 
periferal  northwest,  north  and  east 
sides  of  the  WSA  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  control.   Majority  of  viola- 
tions and  adverse  impacts  to  soli- 
tude would  occur  during  fall  hunting 
season. 


Occasional  slight  adverse  impacts  to 
solitude  would  result  from  motorized 
vehicle  access  to  5  private  parcels. 

No  significant  impact,  as  all  open 
terrain,  roads  and  access  ways  are 
removed  from  this  alternative. 


No  impact,  as  there  are  no  private  ir 
holdings. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Minerals 


Construction  of  new  reservoirs, 
springs  and  fences  needed  to  support 
range  and  wildlife  management  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 

No  new  claims  on  91,405  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


Similar  impact  as  Alternative  I,  but 
no  new  fencing  in  this  alternative. 


No  new  claims  on  52,920  acres.   Im- 
pact is  low,  as  potential  is  low. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No   new   claims   on   52,620   acres.      Im- 
pact   is    low,    as   potential    is   low. 


Energy 


Livestock  Grazing 


Segments  of  2  potential  utility  cor- 
ridor alignments  eliminated  from  fu- 
ture development. 


No  significant  impact. 


High  priority  utility  corridor  align- 
ment available  for  development.   Low 
priority  alignment  eliminated  from 
future  development. 

No  significant  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact. 


Wild  Horses  &  Burros 
Wildlife 


No  significant  impact. 

Increased  numbers  of  chukar,  sage- 
grouse  and  deer  expected  with  de- 
creased hunting  pressure  and  human 
disturbance  due  to  restricted  vehicle 


No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Wildlife  projects  must  be  built  so  as 
not  to  degrade  wilderness  qualities: 
4  miles  of  fence,  7  miles  stream  bank 
planting  and  5  or  more  guzzlers. 


Impacts  similar  to  Alternative  I,  but 
no  stream  or  fence  projects  impacted. 


Impacts  same  as  Alternative  II. 


Visual  Resources 


Recreation 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected. 


Hunting  access  restricted  to  non- 
motorized  means.   Potential  high  ad- 
verse impact  on  periferal  east  and 
south  high  use  areas  of  WSA. 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
protected  on  the  suitable  area.   Non- 
suitable  area  managed  to  allow  for 
visual  change. 

No  significant  adverse  impacts,  as 
all  open  terrain  and  access  ways  re- 
main open  for  motorized  use. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Slight  increased  visitor  use  expected 
due  to  increased  visibility  of  area 
through  designation. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Cultural  Resource 


Social  and  Economic 


Less  potential  for  sites  being  vandal-  No  change  from  present  situation,  as 
ized  due  to  motorized  restrictions.      all  motorized  access  routes  remain 

open. 


Some  increased  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense for  livestock  facility  mainte- 
nance and  development  of  new  facil- 
ities, due  to  provisions  on  timing  and 
method  of  construction  necessary  to 
preserve  wilderness  qualities  of  soli- 
tude and  naturalness. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  59,730  acres. 


Wilderness  values  on  91,405  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  de- 
cline as  additional  reservoirs  and 
springs  are  constructed.   Natural- 
ness would  be  altered  if  utility 
corridors  are  developed. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  pro- 
tected on  54,970  acres. 


No  impact,  as  there  are  no  private 
inholdings. 


No  impact. 


No  impact,  as  there  are  no  pri- 
vate inholdings. 


All  open  terrain  removed  from  this 
alternative.   Four  closed  access  ways 
would  require  field  patrol  during 
fall  hunting  season. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  59,730 
acres.   Impact  is  low,  as  potential 
is  low. 


No  impact. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  54,970 
acres.   Impact  is  low,  as  poten- 
tial is  low. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  impact. 


No  significant  impact. 


No  significant  impact.  No  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable       No  impact, 
area. 


No  significant  impact. 

Same  as  Alternative  I  on  suitable 
area. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


No  change  from  present  standards 
that  allow  for  visual  change. 


Same  impacts  as  Alternative  II. 


Hunting  access  restricted  on  4  access   No  impact. 

ways  and  along  the  southern  boundary. 

Major  motorized  use  areas  on  east  and 

west  remain  open.   Adverse  impact  is 

slight. 


Hunting  restricted  on  4  access 
ways.   Major  motorized  use  areas 
on  east,  south  and  west  remain 
open.   Adverse  impact  is  slight. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


No  change  from  present  situation. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  desig- 
nated area. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  designated 
area. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I  on  desig- 
nated area. 
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TWIN  PEAKS  (Cont.) 
CA-020-619A 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Slight  to  moderate  adverse  impact  to 
trappers,  due  to  increased  time  and 
effort  necessary  to  trap  without  vehi- 
cle access. 


No  impact,  as  access  ways  remain 
open. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 


Potential  high  reduction  in  number  of 
hunters  using  area  because  of  access 
road  and  way  closures.   May  cause 
small  reduction  in  revenue  to  local 
businesses. 


No  significant  adverse  impact. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  II. 


Slight  increase  in  visitor  use  may 
cause  small  increase  in  revenue  to 
local  businesses. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  impact  as  Alternative  I. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  but  4        No  impact. 
access  ways  closed. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Similar  to  Alternative  II,  but  with 
closure  of  4  access  ways.   Slight 
adverse  impact. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impact. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 
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WALL  CANYON 
CA-020-805 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  45,795  acres. 


Future  development  on  1,100  acres  of 
private  inholdings  (14  parcels)  could 
affect  solitude,  thus  disrupting  the 
wilderness  characteristics. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  25,540  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  expected 
to  slowly  decline  on  16,250  acres  as 
ways  are  lengthened  over  the  long- 
term. 

Future  development  on  one  320  acre 
private  inholding  could  affect  soli- 
tude, thus  disrupting  the  wilderness 
characteristics 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  26,520  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  expected 
slowly  decline  on  19,270  acres  as  wa 
are  lengthened  over  the  long-term. 


Minerals 

Livestock  Grazing 
Wildlife 


Recreation 


Cultural 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation. Not  a  significant  impact  as 
there  is  a  low  potential  for  mineral 
development. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  overall  significant  impacts  to 
wildlife.   Hunting  pressure  for  big 
game  would  decrease.   Hunting  pres- 
sure for  sagegtouse  would  decline 
inside  WSA,  but  would  increase  out- 
side the  WSA. 

Significant  loss  of  hunting  opportun- 
ities as  there  are  few  other  areas 
with  same  qualities. 

Sites  with  active  vandalism  would  re- 
ceive some  degree  of  additional  pro- 
tection.  Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation on  two-thirds  of  WSA.   Re- 
mainder open  to  mineral  exploration 
and  development. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation on  60%  of  WSA.  Remainder  ope: 
to  mineral  exploration  and  developmei 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Visual 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


Social  and  Economic   No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  Values  on  45,790  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  ways  are  lengthened  over  the  long- 
term. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impacts.   Area  would  be  open  to 
mineral  exploration. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


Continued  livestock  use  would 
slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 
CA-020-913/NV-020-008 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  52,143  acres,  plus  130  acres  of 
private  land  recommended  for  acquisi- 
tion.  Due  to  boundary  road  closures 
an  area  of  100,273  acres  would  be 
recommended  suitable.   5,500  acres 
would  be  maintained  in  a  non-natural 
condition  due  to  periodic  retreat- 
ment  with  herbicides. 

Construction  of  3  to  5  additional 
reservoirs  required  to  support  exis- 
ting levels  of  livestock  use  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  46,381  acres,  plus  130  acres  of 
private  land  recommended  for  acquisi- 
tion. 

Wilderness  values  on  6,500  acres 
would  be  foregone  due  to  retreat- 
ment  of  a  spray  area  and  development 
of  a  seeding. 

Construction  of  3  to  5  additional 
reservoirs  required  to  support  exis- 
ting levels  of  livestock  use  will 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protecte< 
on  21,190  acres. 

Wilderness  values  on  6,500  acres  woi 
be  foregone  due  to  retreatment  of  S| 
area  and  development  of  a  seeding, 
derness  values  on  another  24,500  aci 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
reservoirs  are  developed  and  ways  ai 
lengthened  over  the  long-term. 


Future  development  on  one  240  acre 
private  inholding  could  affect  soli- 
tude, thus  disrupting  the  wilderness 
character. 


Minerals 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Not  a  significant  impact  as 
there  is  low  potential  for  mineral 
development  and  much  of  the  WSA  has 
previously  been  recommended  for  min- 
eral withdrawal. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Remainder  open  to  -mineral 
exploration  and  development. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Portion  of  remainder  open 
for  exploration  and  development. 


Livestock  Grazing 


The  long-term  land  use  goals  for  the 
Leadville  Allotment  may  not  be  met  as 
rapidly  due  to  non-development  of  a 
700  acre  seeding. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Wildlife 


No  overall  significant  impacts.   Des-   Same  as  Alternative  I. 
ignation  would  benefit  re-introduced 
bighorn  sheep  due  to  decreased  visi- 
tor use  levels. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Wild  Horses 
Recreation 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  be  reduced  somewhat  from  present 
levels. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  remain  unchanged. 


Cultural 


Sites  with  active  vandalism  would 
receive  some  degree  of  additional 
protection.   Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural 
values. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Visual 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


No  significant  impacts  except  on 
seeding  where  visual  qualities  will 
decline. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Social  and  Economic    No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  17,450  acres. 

Wilderness  values  on  6,500  acres 
would  be  foregone  as  in  Alternative 
II.   Wilderness  values  on  another 
28,300  acres  would  be  expected  to 
slowly  decline  as  reservoirs  are 
developed  and  ways  are  lengthened 
over  the  long-term. 


Wilderness  values  on  6,500  acres 
would  be  foregone  as  in  Alter- 
native II.  Wilderness  values  on 
another  45,600  acres  would  be 
expected  to  slowly  decline  as 
reservoirs  are  constructed  and 
ways  are  lengthened  over  time. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Portions  of  WSA  open  for  explora- 
tion and  development. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Continued  livestock  use  would 
slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON 
CA-020-913A 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Minerals 


Livestock  Grazing 
Wildlife 
Wild  Horses 
Recreation 

Cultural 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  13,063  acres.   Due  to  boundary 
road  closures,  an  area  of  100,273 
acres  would  be  recommended  suitable. 

Construction  of  2  to  5  additional 
reservoirs  required  to  support  exis- 
ting levels  of  livestock  use  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation. Not  a  significant  impact  as 
there  is  low  potential  for  mineral 
development  and  much  of  WSA  has  pre- 
viously been  recommended  for  mineral 
withdrawal. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  be  reduced  somewhat  from 
present  levels. 

Sites  with  active  vandalism  would  re- 
ceive some  degree  of  additional  pro- 
tection.  Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural  values 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  13,050  acres. 


Construction  of  2  to  5  additional 
reservoirs  would  locally  reduce 
naturalness. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  6,390  acres. 


Wilderness  values  on  6,940  acres  woul 
be  expected  to  slowly  decline  as  rese 
voirs  are  developed  and  ways  are  leng 
ened  over  time. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Portion  of  remainder  open  fo 
exploration  and  development. 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  remain  unchanged. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Visual 


Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


Social  and  Economic    No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  13,050  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  reservoirs  are  constructed  and 
ways  are  lengthened  over  time. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Portions  of  WSA  open  for  exploration    Same  as  Alternative  IV. 
and  development. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


Continued  livestock  use  would  slightly   Same  as  Alternative  IV. 
degrade  cultural  values. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 
CA-020-913B 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  33,300  acres,  plus  1,000  acres  of 
public  surface/private  sub-surface 
would  be  recommended  for  designation. 
Due  to  boundary  road  closures,  an 
area  of  100,273  acres  would  be  rec- 
ommended suitable. 

Construction  of  5  to  8  additional  res- 
ervoirs required  to  support  existing 
levels  of  livestock  use  would  locally 
reduce  naturalness. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  33,300  acres,  plus  1,000  acres  of 
public  surface/private  sub-surface 
would  be  recommended  for  designation. 


Construction  of  5  to  8  additional  res- 
ervoirs required  to  support  existing 
levels  of  livestock  use  would  locally 
reduce  naturalness. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  11,980  acres,  plus  200  acres  of  pi 
lie  surface/private  sub-surface  wouli 
be  recommended  for  designation. 


Wilderness  values  on  27,020  acres  woi 
be  expected  to  slowly  decline  as  rest 
voirs  are  developed  and  ways  are  leng 
ened  over  time. 


Minerals 


No  new  claims  or  leases  upon  designa- 
tion.  Not  a  significant  impact,  as 
there  is  low  potential  for  mineral  de- 
velopment and  much  of  the  WSA  has  pre- 
viously been  recommended  for  mineral 
withdrawal. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  designs 
tion.  Portions  of  remainder  open  for 
exploration  and  development. 


Livestock  Grazing 
Wildlife 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  overall  significant  impacts.   Des- 
ignation would  benefit  re-introduced 
bighorn  sheep,  due  to  decreased  visi- 
tor use  levels. 


No  significant  impacts 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Wild  Horses 
Recreation 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  be  reduced  somewhat  from  pres- 
ent levels. 


No  significant  impacts 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts.   Hunter  use 
would  remain  unchanged. 


Cultural 


Watershed 


Sites  with  active  vandalism  would  re- 
ceive some  degree  of  additional  pro- 
tection.  Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 

Erosion  in  High  Rock  would  continue 
at  roughly  present  rates  and  meadow 
vegetation  would  proceed  slowly  due 
lack  of  water  control  structures. 


Social  and  Economic    No  significant  Impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Wilderness  values  on  33,300  acres   Same  as  Alternative  III. 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  de- 
cline as  reservoirs  are  developed 
and  ways  are  lengthened  over  time. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Portions  of  WSA  open  for  explora-   Same  as  Alternative  III. 
tion  and  development. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  significant  Impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


Continued  livestock  use  would 
slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON 
CA-020-914/NV-020-006A 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Minerals 


Livestock  Grazing 

Wildlife 

Wild  Horses 

Recreation 
Cultural 

Watershed 

Visual 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  52,000  acres,  plus  160  acres  of 
private  land  would  be  recommended  for 
acquisition  and  3,320  acres  of  public 
surface/private  sub-surface  would  be 
recommended  for  designation. 

Construction  of  2  reservoirs  and  2 
big  game  guzzlers  required  for  live- 
stock grazing  and  re-introduction  of 
bighorn  sheep  would  locally  reduce 
naturalness. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  A  potentially  significant 
impact  to  mineralized  area  on  eastern 
boundary.   Not  a  significant  impact 
on  remainder  of  WSA  due  to  low  poten- 
tial and  much  of  area  has  previously 
been  recommended  for  mineral  with- 
drawal. 


The  long-term  land  use  goals  for  the 
Wall  Canyon  and  Nut  Mountain  Allot- 
ments may  not  be  met  as  rapidly  due 
to  non-development  of  two  seedings 
(3,300  acres.) 

No  overall  significant  impacts.   Des- 
ignation would  benefit  re-introduced 
bighorn  sheep  due  to  decreased  visitor 
use  levels. 

Horse  management  costs  would  increase 
significantly  due  to  the  inability  to 
use  one  trap  site  because  of  road  and 
way  closures. 

No  significant  impacts. 

Sites  with  active  vandalism  would  re- 
ceive some  degree  of  additional  pro- 
tection.  Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 

Erosion  in  High  Rock  would  continue 
at  accelerated  rates  due  to  non- 
construction  of  one  or  two  water  con- 
trol structures. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  40,250  acres,  plus  160  acres  of 
private  land  would  be  recommended  for 
acquisition  and  1,890  acres  of  public 
surface/private  sub-surface  would  be 
recommended  for  designation. 

Construction  of  2  reservoirs  and  2 
guzzlers  required  for  livestock  graz- 
ing and  re-introduction  of  bighorn 
sheep  would  locally  reduce  natural- 
ness. 

Wilderness  values  on  3,300  acres 
would  be  foregone  due  to  development 
of  two  seedings.   If  minerals  are 
developed  along  the  eastern  boundary 
then  additional  acreage  would  be- 
come non-wilderness  in  character. 
The  remainder  of  the  11,750  acres 
not  designated  would  be  expected  to 
slowly  decline  in  naturalness  as 
ways  are  lengthened  over  time. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Not  a  significant  impact 
since  high  potential  area  available 
for  mineral  exploration  and  develop- 
ment. 


Social  and  Economic   No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts  except  on  seed- 
ing areas,  where  visual  qualities 
will  decline. 

No  significant  impacts. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protecte< 
on  31,810  acres,    plus   160  acres  of 
private    land   and    1,650   acres  of  pubi 
surface/private   sub-surface  would  bs 
recommended    for   designation. 


Construction  of   2  reservoirs  and  2 
guzzlers    required    for   livestock  graj  i 
and   re-introduction  of   bighorn  sheef 
would   locally   reduce   naturalness. 


Wilderness  values  on  3,300  acres  wou 
be  foregone  due  to  development  of  se- 
ings.  Mineral  development  could  mak 
additional  acreage  non-wilderness  ir 
character.  The  remainder  of  the  20,  C 
acres  not  designated  would  be  expect 
to  slowly  decline  as  ways  are  length 
ened  over   time. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impacts. 

Same  as  Alternative  I. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 

No  impacts. 

Same  as  Alternative  II. 
No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Wilderness  values  on  3,300  acres 
would  be  foregone  due  to  develop- 
ment of  seedings.   Mineral  devel- 
opment could  make  additional  acre- 
age non-wilderness  in  character. 
The  remainder  of  the  52,000  acres 
not  designated  would  be  expected 
to  slowly  decline  as  ways  are 
lengthened  over  time. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Portions  of  WSA  open  for  explora- 
tion and  development. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impacts. 

Continued  livestock  use  would 
slightly  degrade  cultural  values. 


No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS 
CA-020-1012 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 


- 


Resource 


Alternative  I 


Alternative  II 


Alternative  III 


Wilderness 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  24,130  acres.   This  area  would 
combine  with  26,000  acres  of  Sheldon 
Refuge  administratively  endorsed  WSA 
to  create  a  50,000  acre  wilderness. 

Future  development  on  800  acres  of 
private  inholdings  (6  parcels)  could 
affect  solitude,  thus  disrupting 
wilderness  characteristics. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  12,470  acres.   This  would  combine 
with  26,000  acres  of  Sheldon  Refuge 
administratively  endorsed  WSA  to 
create  a  38,500  acre  wilderness. 

Future  development  on  one  460  acre 
private  parcel  could  affect  solitude. 


Wilderness  values  would  be  protectee 
on  780  acres.  This  would  slightly  ; 
crease  the  size  of  the  Sheldon  Refue 
WSA. 


Minerals 

Livestock  Grazing 

Wildlife 

Recreation 


Seven  reservoirs  required  to  support    Five  reservoirs  required  to  support 
existing  levels  of  livestock  use  would  existing  levels  of  livestock  use 
locally  reduce  naturalness.  would  locally  reduce  naturalness. 

Wilderness  values  on  11,660  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  reservoirs  are  built  and  ways  are 
lengthened  over  the  long  term. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  Not  a  significant  impact  as 
there  is  low  potential  for  mineral 
development. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

Significant  loss  of  hunting  opportun- 
ities as  there  are  few  other  areas 
with  same  qualities. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation on  half  of  WSA.   Remainder  open 
to  mineral  exploration  and  develop- 
ment. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 


Wilderness  values  on  23,350  acres  wo  i 
be  expected  to  slowly  decline  as  res  ■ 
voirs  are  built  and  ways  are  lengthe  i 
over  the  long  term. 

No  new  claims  or  leases  on  small  por 
tion  of  WSA.  Remainder  open  to  mine 
exploration  and  development. 


No  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 


Cultural 


Visual 


Sites  with  active  vandalism  would  re- 
ceive some  degree  of  additional  pro- 
tection.  Continued  livestock  use 
would  slightly  degrade  cultural 
values. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


Social  and  Economic    No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


Continued  livestock  use  would  slight; 
degrade  cultural  values. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  24,130  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
as  reservoirs  are  built  and  ways  are 
lengthened  over  the  long  term. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impac  t  s . 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
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MASSACRE  RIM 
CA-020-1013 
SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 

Resource 

Alternative  I 

Alternative  II 

Alternative  III 

Wilderness 

Wilderness  values  would  be  portected 
on  110,000  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  protected 
on  91,170  acres. 

Wilderness  values  would  be  portecte< 
on  61,240  acres. 

Future  development  on  840  acres  of 
private  inholdings  (16  parcels)  could 
affect  solitude,  thus  disrupting 
wilderness  characteristics. 

Twelve  reservoirs  required  to  support 
existing  levels  of  livestock  use  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness.   Approx- 
imately 7,600  acres  of  seeding  would 
be  maintained  in  a  non-natural  condi- 
tion due  to  periodic  retreatment  with 
herbicides. 


Future  development  on  800  acres  of 
private  inholdings  could  affect  soli- 
tude. 


Twelve  reservoirs  required  to  support 
existing  levels  of  livestock  use  would 
locally  reduce  naturalness.   Wilder- 
ness values  on  approximately  8,400 
acres  would  be  foregone  due  to  re- 
treatment  of  seedings  and  development 
of  new  seedings.   If  minerals  are 
developed  on  the  Lone  Pine  District 
then  additional  acreage  would  become 
non-wilderness  in  character.   The  re- 
mainder of  the  18,830  non-designated 
acres  would  be  expected  to  slowly 
decline  in  naturalness  as  reservoirs 
are  built,  ways  are  lengthened  and 
as  wood  is  cut. 


Future  development  on  780  acres  of 
private  inholdings  could  affect  soli 
tude. 


Twelve  reservoirs  required  to  suppoi 
existing  levels  of  livestock  use  woi 
locally  reduce  naturalness.  Wilder- 
ness values  on  approximately  8,400 
acres  would  be  foregone  due  to  varic 
land  treatments.   If  minerals  are  at 
veloped  on  the  Lone  Pine  District  tl 
additional  acreage  would  become  non- 
wilderness  in  character.   The  remain 
of  the  48,760  non-designated  acres 
would  be  expected  to  slowly  decline 
in  naturalness  as  reservoirs  are  bin  , 
ways  are  lengthened  and  as  wood  is  c  . 


Minerals 


Livestock  Grazing 

Wildlife 
Wild  Horses 
Recreation 
Cultural 


Visual 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
nation.  A  potentially  significant 
impact  to  mineral  development  in  Lone 
Pine  Mining  District.   Not  a  signif- 
icant impact  on  remainder  of  WSA  due 
to  low  potential. 

The  long  term  land  use  goals  for  the 
Nut  Mountain  Allotment  may  not  be  met 
as  rapidly  due  to  non-development  of 
seeding. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 

Future  excavations  of  major  sites 
would  be  restricted.   Sites  with 
active  valdalism  would  receive  some 
degree  of  additional  protection.   Con- 
tinued livestock  use  would  slightly 
degrade  cultural  values. 

Existing  visual  qualities  would  be 
maintained. 


Social  and  Economic   No  significant  impacts. 


Woodlands 


Designation  would  eliminate  yearly 
harvest  of  50  to  75  cords  of  juniper 
firewood. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  after  desig- 
natin.   No  impact  to  Lone  Pine  Dis- 
trict.  Remainder  open  for  mineral 
exploration  and  development. 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  new  claims  or  leases  on  designate 
portion.   Remainder  open  to  mineral 
exploration. 


No  significant  impacts. 

No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  I. 


No  significant  impacts  except  on  seed-   Same  as  Alternative  II. 

ing  areas  where  visual  qualities  will 

decline. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
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Alternative  IV 


Alternative  V 


Alternative  VI 


Wilderness  values  on  approximately 
8,400  acres  would  be  foregone  due  to 
various  land  treatments.   The  remain- 
der of  the  110,000  non-designated 
acres  would  be  expected  to  slowly  de- 
cline as  reservoirs  are  built,  ways 
are  lengthened  and  wood  is  cut  over 
the  long  term. 


Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Wilderness  values  on  23,260  acres 
would  be  protected.   Additionally, 
designation  of  48,730  acres  as  an 
Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Con- 
cern (ACEC)  will  protect  natural- 
ness within  the  ACEC  area. 


Future  development  on  120  acres  of 
private  inholdings  (3  parcels) 
could  affect  solitude. 


Twelve  reservoirs  required  to  sup- 
port existing  levels  of  livestock 
use  would  locally  reduce  naturalness. 
Wilderness  values  on  approximately 
8,400  acres  would  be  foregone  due 
to  various  land  treatments.  If  the 
Lone  Pine  District  is  developed  for 
minerals,  then  additional  acreage 
would  become  non-wilderness  in  char- 
acter.  The  remainder  of  the  38,010 
acres  not  designated  wilderness  or 
ACEC  would  be  expected  to  slowly 
decline  in  natualness  as  reservoirs 
are  built,  ways  are  lengthened  and 
wood  is  cut  over  the  long  term. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


Same  as  Alternative  III. 


No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


Continued  livestock  use  would  slightly  Same  as  Alternative  IV. 
degrade  cultural  values. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
No  significant  impacts. 
Same  as  Alternative  IV. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


Same  as  Alternative  II. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  impacts. 
No  impacts. 


No  significant  impacts. 
No  impacts. 
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CHAPTER  5 

ConsuItatIon  &  CoORdiNATiON 


Iti 

II 


CHAPTER  V 


CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION  WITH  OTHERS 


PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT 

Consultation  and  Coordination  with  the  public  and  other  agencies  was  a  planned 
and  integral  part  of  the  development  of  the  alternatives  analyzed  in  this 
draft  EIS. 

This  has  been  a  continuing  process  starting  with  the  wilderness  inventory  of 
BLM  lands  in  1978. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  consultation,  coordination,  and  public 
participation  in  the  EIS  process. 

-  Notice  of  Intent  to  prepare  the  Eagle  Lake/Cedarville  Wilderness 
Study/EIS  published  in  the  Federal  Register  on  September  9,  1983  and 
filed  with  the  California  and  Nevada  State  Clearinghouses. 

-  On  September  13,  1983,  we  sent  a  scoping  letter  requesting  issue 
identification  and  interest  in  receiving  future  mailings  about  the 
Eagle  Lake/Cedarville  Wilderness  Study/EIS  to  387  individuals, 
groups  and  agencies.   We  received  36  replies. 

-  Notice  of  Availability  for  the  planning  criteria  for  the  Eagle 
Lake/Cedarville  Wilderness  Study/EIS  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  January  27,  1984.  We  received*  21  requests  for  the 
planning  criteria. 

The  District  Advisory  Council  (DAC)  suggested  in  October  of  1983 
that  a  Technical  Review  Team  be  formed  to  provide  quality  input  to 
the  BLM  prior  to  development  of  the  Draft  EIS  and  preferred 
alternative.  (See  "The  Origin  of  Alternative  VI"  in  the 
Introduction  to  this  document.) 

-  District  Advisory  Council  approves  TRT  recommendation  and  passes  on 
the  recommendation  to  the  District  Manager  June  30,  1984. 

-  Update1 s  outline  progress  to  date  on  the  Eagle  Lake/Cedarville 
Wilderness  Study  EIS  process  were  mailed  to  up  to  372  individuals 
and  organizations  during  April,  June,  and  August  1984,. 

Oral  as  well  as  written  comments  received  throughout  the  planning  process  were 
used  in  the  final  development  of  alternatives  analyzed  in  this  Draft  EIS. 
These  comments  are  on  file  and  available  for  public  review  in  the  BLM 
Susanville  District  Office. 
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Consultation  and  Coordination 


After  public  review,  the  comments  received  on  this  Draft  EIS  will  be  addressed 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Final  EIS. 

The  District  Manager  will  make  a  recommendation  as  to  which  WSA's  or  parts  of 
WSA's  are  suitable  or  unsuitable  for  designation  as  wilderness.  The 
recommendation  will  be  reviewed,  approved  or  modified  by  the  State  Director, 
BLM  Director,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  President  before  being  passed  on 
to  the  U.  S.  Congress  which  will  enact  legislation  to  officially  designate  any 
area  as  part  of  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System.  The  Final  EIS 
will  be  published  and  filed  by  the  Secretary  of  Interior's  Office  prior  to 
making  his  recommendation  to  the  President. 


LIST  OF  AGENCIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  FROM  WHOM  COMMENTS  WILL  BE  REQUESTED 

In  addition  to  interested  individuals  and  businesses,  comments  on  the  Draft 
EIS  will  be  requested  from  the  following  agencies  and  interest  groups: 

Elected  Officials 

Federal : 

Senator  Paul  Laxalt 
Senator  Chic  Hecht 
Senator  Alan  Cranston 
Senator  Pete  Wilson 
Representative  Barbara  Vucanovich 
Representative  Norman  Shumway 

State: 

Senator  Norm  Glaser  (Nevada) 
Senator  Ray  Johnson  (California) 
Senator  John  Doolittle  (California) 
Assemblyman  John  Marvel  (Nevada) 
Assemblyman  Stan  Statham  (California) 

Local : 

Washoe  County  Commission 

Lassen  County  Board  of  Supervisors 

Humbolt  County  Commission 

Modoc  County  Board  of  Supervisors 


Federal  Agencies 

Department  of  Agriculture: 

U.  S.  Forest  Service  -  Lassen  National  Forest,  Modoc  National  Forest 

U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service 

U.  S.  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 

Department  of  Defense: 
Sierra  Army  Depot 
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Consultation  and  Coordination 


Department  of  the  Interior: 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines 

U.  S.  Geological  Service 

U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  -  Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge 

U.  S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
National  Park  Service  -  Lassen  National  Park 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  -  Winnemucca  District 


State  Agencies,  Commissions  or  Boards 

Nevada: 

Community  Services 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Department  of  Wildlife 

Department  of  Transportation 

State  Parks 

Department  of  Agriculture 

State  Lands  Division 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 

California: 

State  Clearinghouse 
Division  of  Mines  and  Geology 
Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation 
Lahonton  Water  Quality  Control  Board 
State  Lands  Commission 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
Department  of  Conservation 
Office  of  Planning  and  Research 
State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 
Native  American  Heritage  Commission 


County  Agencies 

Lassen  County  Planning  Department 

Humboldt  County  Planning  Department 

Washoe  Council  of  Governments  Regional  Planning  Commission 

Lassen  County  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Washoe  County  Parks 


Organizations 

Government : 

California  County  Supervisors  Association 
North  Cal-Nev.  RC&D 
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Consultation  and  Coordination 


Environmental : 

Sierra  Club,  Toiyabe  and  Mother  Lode  Chapters 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council 

WHOA 

The  Wilderness  Society 

California  Native  Plant  Society 

NE  California  for  Wilderness 

California  Wilderness  Coalition 

California  Wildlife  Federation 

Nevada  Wildlife  Federation 

Defenders  of  Wildlife 

Audubon  Society 

Plumas  Wilderness  Friends 

Friends  of  Eagle  Lake 

Cultural : 

California  Cultural  Heritage  Foundation 
Nevada  Museum 

Livestock: 

Lassen  County  Cattlemens  Association 
Modoc  County  Cattlemens  Association 
California  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
Range  Improvement  Association 
Nevada  Cattleman's  Association 
California  Cattleman's  Association 
Nevada  Farm  Bureau 

Mineral-Energy 

Minerals  Exploration  Coalition 
Reno  Gems  and  Minerals 
Nevada  Prospectors  Association 
Modoc  Gem  and  Mineral  Society 
Silver  State  Rock  and  Mineral 
Nevada  Oil  Gas  and  Mining  Board 
Exploration  Geologist  of  Nevada 

Recreational : 

California  Association  of  Four  Wheel  Drive  Clubs 

Nevada  Outdoor  Recreation  Association 

Pershing  City  Sportsman 

Lassen  County  Fish,  Game,  and  Recreation 

Emigrant  Trail  Committee 

California  Off  Road  Vehicle  Association 

National  Outdoor  Coalition 

Duck  Unlimited 

Lassen  Motorcycle  Club 

American  Motorcycle  Association 

NOLOC 

Lassen  Fin  and  Antler 

Glass  Mountain  Four  Wheel  Drive  Club 

Susanville  Parks  and  Recreation 
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Ljst  of  Preparers 


LIST  OF  PRINCIPAL  PREPARERS 


&ME 


POSITION 


TEAM  ASSIGNMENT 


EDUCATION 


EXPERIENCE 


Bosworth 


Planning  and 

Environmental 

Coordinator 


Team  Leader 


BS  Game  Management 
Humboldt  State  U. 


Natural  Resource 
Specialist,  12  yr 
with  BLM 


Teeter 


Wilderness 
Coordinator 


Technical 
Coordinator 


BS  Forest  Management 
Utah  State  U. 


Forester  5  yrs  BLM 
Recreation  Special- 
ist 10  yrs  BLM 


Farschon 


Wildlife 
Biologist 


Lead  Writer 
Cedarville  WSAs 


BS  Conservation  of 
Natural  Resources 
UC  Berkeley 
MS  Range  Management 
US  Davis 


Range  Conserva- 
tionist 2  yrs  BLM 
Wildlife  Biologist 
4  yrs  BLM 


Bales 


Outdoor 

Recreation 

Planner 


Lead  Writer 
Eagle  Lake  WSAs 


BS  Recreation 
Resource  Management 
Univ.  of  Utah 


Outdoor  Recreation 
Planner  4  yrs  BLM 
Recreation  Tech- 
nician 3  yrs  BLM 


y   Stephens 


Range 
Conservationist 


Writer 

Eagle  Lake  WSAs 


BS  Natural  Resource 
Management 
Cal  Poly  SLO 
MS  Agriculture 
UC  Davis 


Range  Conser- 
vationist 3  yrs 
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STAFF  SUPPORT 


Name 


Rick  Cooper 
Jackie  Gratton 
Rob  Jeffers 
Don  Manual 
Joe  Mc  Farlan 
Bill  Phillips 
Sue  Reeve 
Gary  Schoolcraft 
Ron  Smith 
Greg  Yuncevich 


Specialty 


Range  Management 
Lands  and  Realty 
Range  Management 
Archaeology 
Minerals  and  Geology 
Wild  Horse  Management 
Word  Processing 
Botany 

Minerals  and  Geology 
Wildlife  Managaement 
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GJOSSARV 


GLOSSARY 


ANIMAL  UNIT  MONTH  (AUM) ;  The  amount  of  forage  required  to  sustain  the 
equivalent  of  one  cow  or  five  sheep  for  one  month. 

CONTIGUOUS :  Lands  or  legal  subdivisions  having  a  common  boundary;  lands 
having  only  a  common  corner  are  not  contiguous. 

FLPMA:  The  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  (Public  Law  94-579, 
90  Stat.  2743.43  USC  1701). 

IMPACT :   The  effect,  influence,  alteration,  or  imprint  of  an  activity. 

IMPAIR ;   To  diminish  in  value  or  excellence. 

LIVESTOCK  GRAZING  OPERATIONS;  Those  operations  under  permit  where  the  primary 
purpose  is  the  grazing  of  livestock  for  the  production  of  food  and  fiber. 
Includes  pack  and  saddle  stock  used  in  conjunction  with  such  operations. 

MANAGEMENT  FRAMEWORK  PLAN  (MFP) :  The  Bureau's  basic  planning  decision 
document  prior  to  the  adoption  of  a  new  planning  process  in  1979,  in  which  the 
decision  document  is  a  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP) . 

MINERAL  ENTRY:  The  right  to  enter  the  Public  Lands  (under  the  administration 
of  the  BLM)  to  search  for  minerals  and  to  claim  or  lease  such  minerals  under 
the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws  and  regulations. 

MOTORIZED  EQUIPMENT:  Any  machine  activated  by  non-living  power  source  except 
small  battery-powered,  handcarried  devices  such  as  flashlights,  shavers, 
Geiger  counters,  and  cameras.   Also  "Mechanized  Equipment." 

MOTOR  VEHICLE :  Any  vehicle  which  is  self-propelled  or  any  vehicle  which  is 
propelled  by  electric  power  obtained  from  batteries. 

MULTIPLE  RESOURCE  VALUES  AND  USES:  The  present  and  potential  use  of  the 
various  resources  administered  through  multiple  use  management  on  the  public 
lands  and  any  public  values  associated  with  such  uses. 

MULTIPLE  USE:  "...the  management  of  the  public  lands  and  their  various 
resource  values  so  that  they  are  utilized  in  the  combination  that  will  best 
meet  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  American  people;  making  the  most 
judicious  use  of  the  land  for  some  or  all  of  these  resources  or  related 
services  over  areas  large  enough  to  provide  sufficient  latitude  for  periodic 
adjustments  in  use  to  conform  to  changing  needs  and  conditions;  the  use  of 
some  lands  for  less  than  all  of  the  resources;  a  combination  of  balanced  and 
diverse  resource  uses  that  take  into  account  the  long-term  needs  of  future 
generations  for  renewable  and  nonrenewable  resources,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  recreation,  range,  timber,  minerals,  watershed,  wildlife  and  fish, 
and   natural,   scenic,   scientific,   and   historical   values;   and   harmonious 
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and  coordinated  management  of  the  various  resources  without  permanent 
impairment  of  the  productivity  of  the  land  and  the  quality  of  the  environment 
with  consideration  being  given  to  the  relative  values  of  the  resources  and  not 
necessarily  to  the  combination  of  uses  that  will  give  the  greatest  economic 
return  or  the  greatest  unit  output."   (From  Section  103,  FLPMA. ) 

NATURALNESS :  Refers  to  an  area  which  "generally  appears  to  have  been  affected 
primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable."   (From  Section  2(c),  Wilderness  Act.) 

OFF-ROAD  VEHICLE  (ORV) :  Any  motorized  vehicle  designed  for  or  capable  of 
cross-country  travel  on  or  immediately  over  land,  water,  sand,  snow,  ice, 
marsh,  swampland,  or  other  terrain. 

OUTSTANDING:  1.  Standing  out  among  others  of  its  kind;  conspicuous; 
prominent .   2.   Superior  to  others  of  its  kind;  distinguished;  excellent. 

PLANNING  AREA:  The  area  for  which  resources  management  plans  are  prepared  and 
maintained.  In  most  instances,  it  is  the  same  as  the  resource  area,  which  is 
a  geographic  portion  of  a  BLM  district,  under  supervision  of  an  area  manager. 

PLANNING  CRITERIA:  The  factors  used  to  guide  development  of  the  resource 
management  plan,  or  revision,  to  ensure  that  it  is  tailored  to  the  issues 
previously  identified  and  to  ensure  that  unnecessary  data  collection  and 
analyses  are  avoided.  Planning  criteria  are  developed  to  guide  the  collection 
and  use  of  inventory  data  and  information,  the  analysis  of  the  management 
situation,  the  design  and  formulation  of  alternatives,  the  estimation  of  the 
effects  of  alternatives,  the  evaluation  of  alternatives,  and  the  selection  of 
the  preferred  alternative. 

POPULATION  CENTER:  A  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area  (SMSA)  which  has 
a  population  of  100,000  or  greater.  An  SMSA  is  a  co.unty  which  contains  at 
least  one  city  of  50,000  inhabitants  or  more,  plus  as  many  adjacent  counties 
as  are  metropolitan  in  character  and  are  socially  integrated  with  that  central 
city  or  cities. 

PRE-FLPMA:  Before  October  21,  1976,  the  date  of  approval  of  the  Federal  Land 
Polity  and  Management  Act. 

PRELIMINARY  WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATION:  Refers  to  a  wilderness  recommendation 
at  any  stage  prior  to  the  time  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  reports  his 
recommendation  to  the  President.  Until  the  Secretary  acts,  the  recommendation 
is  "preliminary"  because  it  is  subject  to  change  during  administrative  review. 

PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  RECREATION:  Non-motorized  and  undeveloped  types  of 
outdoor  recreation  activities. 
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UBLIC  LANDS:  For  the  purpose  of  the  wilderness  review  program,  any  lands  and 
nterest  in  lands  owned  by  the  United  States  within  the  several  States  and 
idministered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  through  the  Bureau  of  Land 
lanagement,  without  regard  to  how  the  United  States  acquired  ownership,  except: 

1.  Lands  where  the  United  States  ownes  the  minerals,  but  the  surface  is 
privately  owned. 

2.  Lands  being  held  for  the  benefit  of  Indians,  Aleuts,  and  Eskimos. 

3.  Lands  tentatively  approved  for  State  selection  in  Alaska. 

4.  Lands  on  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf. 

5.  Oregon  and  California  grant  (0  &  C)  lands  that  are  managed  for 
commercial  timber  production. 

RANGELAND  IMPROVEMENTS :  Any  structural  or  non-structural  improvements  which 
directly  affect  or  support  the  use  of  the  forage  resource  by  domestic 
livestock,  such  as  fences,  line  cabins,  water  lines,  and  stock  tanks. 

RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  (RMP) :  The  basic  decision  document  of  BLM's  resource 
management  planning  process,  used  to  establish  allocation  and  coordination 
among  uses  for  the  various  resources  within  a  Resource  Area.  An  RMP  is  a 
"land-use  plan"  prescribed  by  Section  202  of  the  Federal  land  Policy  and 
Management  Act.  RMP  regulations  appear  in  43  CFR  1601.  (Refer  to  definition 
of  Management  Framework  Plan.) 

SMSA:  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area  -  See  definition  under 
"Population  Center." 

SOLITUDE :  1.  The  state  of  being  alone  or  remote  from  habitations; 
isolation.   2.   A  lonely,  unfrequented,  or  secluded  place. 

SUBSTANTIALLY  UNNOTICEABLE :  Refers  to  something  that  either  is  so 
insignificant  as  to  be  only  a  very  minor  feature  of  the  overall  area  or  is  not 
distinctly  recognizable  by  the  average  visitor  as  being  man-made  or  man-caused 
because  of  age,  weathering,  or  biological  change.  An  example  of  the  first 
would  be  a  few  minor  dams  or  abandoned  mine  buildings  that  are  widely 
scattered  over  a  large  area,  so  that  they  are  an  inconspicuous  part  of  the 
scene.  Serious  intrusions  of  this  kind,  or  many  of  them,  may  preclude 
inclusion  of  the  land  in  a  wilderness  study  area.  An  example  of  the  second 
would  be  an  old  juniper  control  project  that  has  grown  up  to  a  natural 
appearance,  the  old  fallen  trees  largely  decomposed. 

SUITABILITY:  As  used  in  the  Wilderness  Act  and  in  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act,  refers  to  a  recommendation  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  that  certain  Federal  lands  satisfy  the  definition 
of  wilderness  in  the  Wilderness  Act  and  have  been  found  appropriate  for 
designation  as  wilderness  on  the  basis  of  an  analysis  of  the  existing  and 
potential  uses  of  the  land. 
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WILDERNESS:  The  definition  contained  in  Section  2(c)  of  the  Wilderness  Act  of 
1964  (78  Stat.  891). 

WILDERNESS  AREA:  An  area  formally  designated  by  an  Act  of  Congress  as  part  of 
the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS:  The  definition  contained  in  Section  2(c)  of  the 
Wilderness  Act  of  1964  (78  Stat.  891). 

WILDERNESS  INVENTORY:  An  evaluation  of  the  public  lands  in  the  form  of  a 
written  description  and  map  showing  those  lands  that  meet  the  wilderness 
criteria  as  established  under  Section  603(a)  of  FLPMA  and  Section  2(c)  of  the 
Wilderness  Act,  which  will  be  referred  to  as  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs). 

WILDERNESS  MANAGEMENT :  The  management  of  human  use  and  influence  on  lands 
which  have  been  designated  by  an  Act  of  Congress  as  wilderness  areas. 

WILDERNESS  PROGRAM:  Term  used  to  describe  all  wilderness  activities  of  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  including  identification,  management,  and  admin- 
istrative functions. 

WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATIONS:  A  recommendation  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  the  President,  with  respect  to 
an  area's  suitability  or  non-suitability  for  preservation  as  wilderness. 

WILDERNESS  REPORTING:  The  process  of  preparing  the  reports  containing 
wilderness  recommendations  on  wilderness  study  areas  and  transmitting  those 
reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  President,  and  Congress. 

WILDERNESS  REVIEW:  The  term  used  to  cover  the  entire  wilderness  inventory 
study  and  reporting  phases  of  the  wilderness  program  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management . 

WILDERNESS  STUDY:  The  process  that  specifies  how  each  wilderness  study  area 
must  be  studied  through  the  BLM  resource  management  planning  system,  analyzing 
all  resources,  values  and  uses  within  the  WSA  to  determine  whether  the  area 
will  be  recommended  as  suitable  or  non-suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA  (WSA) :  A  roadless  area  or  island  that  has  been 
inventoried  and  found  to  have  wilderness  characteristics  as  described  in 
Section  603  of  FLPMA  and  Section  2(c)  of  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  (78  Stat. 
891). 

WILDLIFE  IMPROVEMENTS :  Any  structural  or  non-structural  improvements  which 
directly  affect  or  support  the  use  of  water,  food,  or  shelter  by  wildlife, 
such  as  guzzlers,  water  lines,  or  fences. 
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Introduction 


The  federal  land  Policy  and  MWI| emeni  Act  of  1976 
|f  LPMA)  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
rtvitw  itui  ol  the  public  lands  deter  mined  to  have 
wilderness  ch^actemtlo.  and  to  report  to  the 
President  hi*  recotrtfftendatiorw  u  10  the  suitability  cm 
nomuitabtliry  o*  «*ch  \uch  area  for  preservation  as 
wiWerneii  The  Secretary  is  required  to  report  hit 
recommendJttom  to  the  President  by  October  21. 
1991,  and  the  President  it  required  to  report  hit 
recommendations  to  Congress  by  October  21. 1993. 
During  the  period  of  this  review  and  until  Cong ress 
Kit  on  the  President's  recommendations,  the 
Secretary  is  required  to  manage  such  lands  so  as  not  to 
Impair  their  suitability  for  preservation  as  wilderness, 
subject  to  certain  esceptions  and  conditions 

This  document  describes  the  policy  and  guidelines 
under  which  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  tot  mi 
wilt  manage  the  lands  under  wilderness  review.  This 
poficy  is  referred  to  as  the  "interim"  management 
policy  because  it  applies  to  specific  areas  of  the  public 
lands  lor  a  limned  amount  of  time,  depending  upon 
various  stages  and  schedules  of  the  review  process. 
The  purpose  of  the  policy  and  guidelines  is  to  guide 
(u  m  staff  in  the  specific  decisions  that  arise  every  day 
in  the  management  of  lands  under  wilderness  revrew. 

There  are  two  categories  of  public  lands  to  whtctt  trws 
poftcy  applies:  |i|  lands  lor  which  the  wilderness 
Inventory  pr ocesa  has  nor  yet  been  completed,  and  (2) 
wilderness  study  areas  (WSA's).  These  two  categories 
togeiher  are  referred  to  as  "lands  under  wilderness 


The  first  category  of   Lands  to  which  the  Interim 


Management  Policy  (IMP)  applies  are  lands  subiect  to 
wilderness  revsew  but  lor  which  the  BLM  wilderness 
inventory  process  has  not  yet  been  completed.  The 
inventory  is  a  preliminary  phase  that  leads  to 
•deniifMi.ii .on  of  wilderness  study  areas.  Because 
completion  of  the  wilderness  inventory  process  may 
result  In  identifying  Lands  under  inventory  as 
wilderness  study  areas,  these  Lands  must  be  managed 
under  the  IMP  until  a  final  decision  in  the  inventory 
process  resolves  then  status.  The  wilderness  inventory 
In  the  contiguous  western  States  n  scheduled  lot 
completion  in  19B0. 

The  second  category  of  lands,  wilderness  study  areas, 
consists  of  lands  whtch  the  BIM  has  determined  have 
wilderness  charactenurcs,  as  defined  in  the  Wilder  - 
ness  Act  of  19*4.  This  determination  rs  made  through 
the  wilderness  inventory  process  described  in  the 
BLM's  Wilderness  Invtntoty  Handbook  These  wil- 
derness study  areas  are  being  studied  by  the  BIM  to 
determine  whether  they  are  suitable  or  nonsuiiahle 
for  preservation  as  wilderness.  Based  on  this  study,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  submit  hisrecommenda- 
iiom  on  each  wilderness  study  area  to  the  President. 
and  the  President  will  send  his  recommendations  to 
Congress.  Only  Congress  can  designate  an  area  as 
wilderness  and.  therefore,  as  a  unit  of  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System 

The  Interim  Management  Policy  is  temporary  and 
applies  only  during  ihe  time  an  area  is  under 
wwdernew  review  and  until  Congress  arts  on 
wttderness  study  areas  Alter  Congress  acts  on  ihe 
President's    recornmenrtationt   lor   each   wilderness 
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study  area,  a  different  policy  will  apply  to  ih*  area. 
depending  on  whether  or  not  Congress  designates 
the  area  as  wilderness  Areas  designated  as  wilderness 
will  be  managed  under  a  basic  policy  lor  permanent 
wilderness  management,  which  will  soon  be  dralted 
by  the  BLM  and  issued  for  public  review  This  policy 
will  be  amended  as  necessary  to  reflect  any 
requirements  incorporated  into  the  law  designating  a 
wilderness  area  on  BLM  lands.  Areas  Congress 
determines  not  to  designate  as  wilderness  will  no 
longer  be  subject  to  the  Interim  Management  Policy. 
and  will  be  managed  under  general  BLM  manage- 
ment policies. 

The  Interim  Management  Policy  (IMP)  obviously  is 
not  the  only  policy  that  governs  the  management  of 
lands  under  wilderness  review.  The  BLM  has  many 
other  laws  and  policies  to  carry  out  which  may  affect 
whether  and  how  an  activity  may  take  place  on  lands 
under  wilderness  review,  even  when  that  activity  is 
permisubte  under  the  IMP 

Mandalei  from  Congress 

The  BLM  wilderness  review  program  stems  Irom 
seciion  tOJ  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  ol  1976  (FLPMA)  In  FLPMA, 
Congress  gave  BLM  its  first  unilied.  comprehensive 
mandate  on  how  the  public  lands  should  be  managed 
The  Law  establishes  a  policy  of  generally  retaining  the 
public  lands  in  Federal  ownership,  and  it  directs  the 
BLM  to  manage  them  under  principles  of  multiple  use 
and  sustained  ysefd.  The  BLM  is  to  prepare  an 
inventory  of  the  public  Lands  and  their  resources, 
including  identification  of  areas  having  wilderness 
characteristics.  Management  decisions  lor  the  public 
lands  are  to  be  made  through  a  land-use  planning 
process  that  considers  all  potential  uses  of  each  land 
area.  All  public  lands  are  to  be  managed  so  as  to 

C event  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the 
rsds. 

Under  FLPMA.  wilderness  preservation  is  part  of 
BLM's  multiple-use  mandate,  and  wilderness  values 
are  recognifed  as  part  of  the  spectrum  of  resource 
values  and  uses  to  be  considered  in  the  inventory  and 
In  the  land-use  planning  process.  Section  60J  of 
FLPMA  specifically  directs  the  BLM.  lor  the  lirst  time, 
to  carry  out  a  wilderness  review  of  the  public  lands. 
(The  complete  ten  of  section  tOJ  appears  in  Appendii 
B  of  this  document.  The  BLM's  wilderness  review 
program  implementing  section  bOJ  is  summarized  in 
Appends  F.) 

Section  fjOJio  of  FLPMA  tells  the  BLM  how  to  manage 
the  lands  under  wilderness  review,  in  these  words: 

During  the  penod  of  review  of  such  areas  and  until 
Congress  has  determined  otherwise,  the  Secretary 
shall  continue  to  manage  such  lands  according  to 
hts  authonty  under  this  An  and  other  applicable 
law  in  a  manner  so  as  nor  ro impair  the  tmiaorJtfyo/ 
such  areai  /or  pt+**nntt<m  at  wilderness . . . 
(emphasis  added) 

We    will    refer    lo    this    as    the      norumpair ment 
mandate  ' 


or 


Importantly,     section     6CJ(c)     provides     a     vpecul 
eiception    Irom   the    noiumpairmeni   mandate  lot 
eaisting  mining,  gra/ing.  and  mineral  leasing  uses 
what  we  will  call  "grandfathered"  uses  —  in  these 
words 

subrect.  however,  'o  the  continuation  ol  eiist- 
ing  mining  and  grazing  uses  and  mineral  leasing  in 
the  manner  and  degree  in  which  the  same  was 
being  conducted  on  the  date  of  approval  of  thn 
Act 

As  is  obvious  Irom  this  language,  the  continuation  ol 
these  ensting  uses  is  not  unrestricted.  They  arc 
restricted  to  the  same  "manner  and  degree  '  as  on  the 
date  FLPMA  was  approved  (October  21. 197t| 

The  Secretary  is  also  directed  by  section  WJ<c>  to 
"take  any  action  required  to  prevent  unnecessary  or 
undue  degradation  ol  the  lands  and  their  resources  ot 
to  aflord  environmental  protection."  This  applies  to 
these  grandfathered  uses  and  to  all  other  activities  A 
similar  provision  in  Section  J02(b)  concerning  aU 
public  Lands,  even  those  not  under  wilderness  review, 
directs  the  Secretary  to  "prevent  unnecessary  or 
undue  degradaiton  of  the  Lands."  The  practical  eflect 
of  these  two  provisions  is  the  same.  Therefore. 
throughout  this  document  the  shorter  form  used  in 
section  302(b)  will  be  ctted 
Another  provision  m  section  603(c)  directs 

Unless  previously  withdrawn  from  appropriation 
under  ihe  mining  laws,  such  lands  shall  continue  lo 
be  subject  to  such  appropriation  during  the  period 
of  review  unless  withdrawn  by  the  Secretary  under 
the  procedures  of  section  204  of  this  Act  'or 
reasons  other  than  preservation  of  their  wilder  ness 
character. 

(Section  204  spells  oul  ihe  condition* under  which  the 
Secretary  may  make  a  withdrawal,  and  the  procedures 
lor  doing  so.) 

The  BLM's  responsibilities  under  section  Wife)  m* 
aho  aflecied  by  section  701(h)  of  FLPMA.  which  states 

All  actions  by  the  Secretary  concerned  under  this 
An  shall  be  subfect  to  valid  cutting  rights 

These  mandates  m  FLPMA  establish  as  a  matter  of  law 
that,  while  some  development  activities  are  permis- 
ubte on  lands  under  wilderness  review,  ihey  are 
subrect  to  important  limitations  and  must  be  carefuNy 
regulated-  All  activities  eicept  those  specifically 
etempt  must  be  regulated  to  prevent  impairment  of 

'  The  witderneu  revww  lequrrtd  by  section  eMIotwwson 
roedwst  *t*s%  at  IjQOO  acres  or  more  and  on  «oadtrw  ***** 
The  km  as  a  mailer  ol  pokey  hat  used  »n  general 
management  auihorii*  under  teciiom  JOJ  *no  Xloi  MfM* 
to  include  »r*  the  ■ildemeii  revww  some  roadtevt  **n 
imager  ihan  s  two  arret  (The  crnert*  lor  such  areai  are 
spelled  out  on  page  12  ol  the  Wifcrerneii  tn-enwr 
Handbook  I  The  managerwm  rrsandate  m  ternon  tfJtfl 
does  not  afipty  lo  toadKni  areas  smaller  than  SAO*  *crei 
However,  as  a  maner  a*  poker  the  HM  -i*  ui*rn 
injnigfnwni  imhonu  under  stTtirm  Kl  ol  UPMA  io  tpph 
a  modriwd  torr*  ol  tfMenm  manage  mem  to  these  areas,  at  rt 
etpuwwd  m  Chapter  I  A   i 


«t  rrtess  toiiabilily.  II  an  activity  not  specifically 
fiipi  cannot  meet  ihit  condition,  ihe  activity 
Ci  01    be   permitted   on   landt   undei    wildernett 

fli  ire  live  different  practical  ellectt  ol  these 
pinions  with  respect  10  "interim  management  ol 
at  under  wilderness  review,  First,  the  general 
u  ard  lor  interim  management  it  that  landt  under 
..i  rnets  review  mutt   be   managed   to  at  not  10 

•  it  *  their  suitability  lor  preservation  at  wilderneit. 
w  ill  refer  toihit  at  the  'nommpaiimenr  ttandard. 
<r  applies  to  ill  utct  and  activities  eacept  those 
ic  lie  illy  eaempted  Irom  this  standard  by  FLPMA 
{*<  ji  irindfithcred  uteil 

fend,  thote  graiing.  mining,  ind  mineral  leasing 
i#  that  earned  on  October  21. 1976  |th«  date  f  ipma 

•  ipproved).  may  continue  in  the  umc  manne*  and 
J  ee  it  on  that  dite.  even  if  thit  would  impair 
.  emest  tuiiability. 

I  i.  lartdt  under  wilderness  review  may  not  be 
Crd  to  appropriation  urder  the  mining  laws  in 
err  10  preserve  their  wilderneit  character 

f  rth.  valid  eusting  rights  muti  be  recognized 

1 1.  the  landt  muti  be  managed  to  prevent 
1  ecestary  or  undue  degradation. 

taning  of  the  Congressional  Mandate 

I  ermmipg  what  can  take  place  on  landt  under 
'  lernest  review  depends  partly  on  what  the  tpecilic 
|uage  of  each  of  these  proviuont  meant,  partly  on 
«  each  provision  interacts  with  other  provisions  ol 
Mf  and  with  other  lawt.  and  partly  on  what 
homy  the  Department  has  under  FLPMA  and  other 
4  to  regulate  uses  ol  the  public  landt 


Nonimpairmenl 

determine  what  it  permissible  under  the  general 
onimpairmeni"  ttandard.  we  mutt  eaamine  what 
irtgresi  meant  by  impairment  ol  an  area's  tuitabi'rly 
r  pre\erv4iion  at  wilderness 

•eterm'tuitability..  lor  preservation  at  wildernest" 
>g mated  in  the  Wilderneit  Act  ol  1964,  which  direcit 
e  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  review,  at  to  hi 
viability  or  nonsuiiabilily  for  preservation  a> 
ilderneit  each  ol  the  national  forest  areat  clattibed 
"prinMtive  "  Likewise,  the  Wilderneit  Act  direcit 
«  Secretary  ol  (he  Intenor  to  review  certain  roadlett 
eat  and  itlands  in  the  National  Park  Syttem  and  m 
«  national  wildlile  refuges  and  game  ranges  and 
report  to  the  President  hu  recommendation  ai  to  the 
jitabr'ityor  nonsuiiabilily  of  each  iuch  area  or  island 
v  preservation  ai  wiftferneit  "  The  term  11  similarly 
ted  in  section  603(al  of  FLPMA.  which  direct!  the 
tcreiary  ot  the  Interior  to  review  certain  roadlett 
reat  and  itlandt  and  10  "report  to  the  President  h,i 
recommendation  at  to  the  suitability  or  nonsutiahility 
4  each  such  area  or  island  tor  pri'servaUiiin  a* 
viidernett "   lEmphasit  added.) 


In  ihe  Wildernett  Act  and  FIPMA.  the  term 
'suitability''  implies  two  things  Fmi,  it  impliet  that. at 
the  minimum,  the  area  vamliet  the  dednmon  ol 
wilderness  m  section  2|ci  of  the  Wilderness  Act: 

A  wilderness,  in  contrail  with  thote  areat  where 
man  and  hit  own  works  dominate  the  landscape,  it. 
hereby  recognised  at  an  area  where  the  earth  and 
its  community  ol  life  are  untrammeled  by  man. 
where   man   himtelf   it   a   vmior   who  doei   not 
remain   An  area  ol  wilderneit  it  further  defined  to 
mean  in  thit  Act  *n  area  ol  undeveloped  Federal 
land  retaining  in  primeval  character  and  inlluence. 
without     permanent    improvementi    or    human 
habitation,  which  it  protected  and  managed  10  at 
to  preserve  Ht  natural  condilioni  and  which  (1) 
generally  appears  to  have  been  allected  primarily 
by  the  lorcet  ol  nature,  with  the  imprint  ol  man's 
woik  tubttaniially  unnoiueahle.  Ui  has  outttand- 
•ng  opporluniliet  lor  tolitude  or  a  primitive  and 
unconlined  type  of  recreation.  1  Ji  hat  at  least  live 
thoutand  acres  of  land  or  is  ol  tullicient  sue  at  tu 
make  practicable  Ht  preservation  and  ute  in  an 
unimpaired  condition,  and  (4(  may  alto  contain 
ecological,     geological,    or     other     lealuret     ol 
tciennlic.  educational,  tunc,  or  hittoncal  value 
(he  Department  therefore  hat  a  retponsibilily  under 
the   nommpairmenl   standard   10  eniure  thai  each 
wilderness  ttudy  area  tatitlies  ihit  delinmon  at  the 
time  Congrest  maket  a  decision  on  the  area    At  a 
practical  matter,  ihit  meant  that  tl  mutt  meet  thit 
delinmon    by   the    time    the    Secretary    reports    hu 
recommendation    10    the    President,    because    the 
Pretident  might  immediately  tend  hit  recommenda- 
tion to  Congrett,  and  Congrett  might  act  immedi- 
aiely 

The  word  "tuiiability "  taket  on  a  second  meaning  in 
the  corneal  ol  recommendation!  made  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  President  Congrest  made  it  clear  in 
section  60J  ol  FLPMA  that  an  area  wilh  all  necessary 
wilderness  characteristics  delined  in  section  2ici  ol 
the  Wilderneit  Act  might  be  touna  by  the  Secretary  to 
be  either  "tunable  'or  "nontuiiable"  for  preservation 
at  wilderneit  Since  each  net  must  have  been 
determined  to  have  wilderneit  characteristics  in 
order  to  quality  lor  wilderneit  ttudy  under  the 
mandate  ol  FLPMA.  n  leemt  clear  that  ihe  prinnpal 
laclor  lo  be  uted  by  the  Secretary  in  arriving  at  a 
luitable/nontuitable  recummendaiion  11  ihe  value  ol 
4n  area  at  wildernett  compared  lo  lit  value  lur  ulher 
utet,  iuch  at  commercial  forest  managemeni  ur 
mineral  development  (he  Department  therefore  hat 
a  reipomihiliiv  to  eniure  that  an  areat  eaisiing 
wildernett  values  arc  nol  degraded  Ui  far.  compared 
with  ihe  area  1  values  lor  other  purpotei.  at  10 
ugmlirantly  contiram  <he  Serretaiy's  recommenda- 
tion  with  retpeci  to  the  area  t  suitability  or 
noniuitahiliiy  lor  |)reser>  alion  at  wildernett 

Managemeni  under  ihe  nonimpairmenl  tlantlaiil.  tu 
which  then-  are  two  eateptiont  described  later,  hat 
these  goals  (1)  in  eniure  (hat  any  area  ihai  n<ns 
salitliet  the  wilderness  delinmon  in  seennn  2m  ui  ihe 
Wilderness  A*  l  will  taiisly  ihal  detinilmn  when  the 
Secretary  tendi  hit  wildernett  recommendation  in 


ihe  Pirsiilriu  tftid  thereafter  until  Lung  rets  at  It.  ami 
\i\  10  ensure  ihai.  hy  ihe  lime  ihe  Secretary  tends  his 
wildeinett  retomnvendaiioii  tu  ihe  President  ihe 
areat  wildeinett  valuet  have  nut  lieen  degraded  tu 
far.  cumpared  with  the  area's  values  for  other 
purpotet  as  in  significantly  constrain  the  Secreiaiy  1 
recommendation  with  respect  to  iFte  area  t  sumbility 
or  nontuiiabilily  tor  preteivalion  at  wilderness 

Anything  lhal  would  <  onlhil  with  these  guilt  wuuld 
lunililufi*  impairmenl  ol  the  areas  suitability  lur 
prete'vaimn  at  wildernett 

Management  to  ihe  nommpairmenl  standard  does 
nni  mean  thai  the  landt  will  he  managed  at  though 
ihey  had  already  been  designated  at  wilderness  Fur 
eaample.  tome  utes  that  cuuld  not  lake  place  in  a 
designated  wilderness  area  may  be  permitted  under 
ihe  Interim  Managemeni  Pulit  y  because  they  are  only 
temporary  uses  that  leave  no  physical  or  aesthetic 
impact!  on  the  land  and  thai  can  easily  he  terminated 
if  Congress  dec  ides  10  designate  the  area  at 
wilderness 

Some  temporary  utes  tan  he  permuted  even  though 
they  cause  phymil  ur  aesihetit  impacts,  because 
thute  impaili  are  temporary  and  will  be  reclaimed 
prumpily  It  it  genrrallv  it'll  10  be  in  the  public 
interest.  I01  instance,  for  wildernett  study  areat  lo  he 
eapluied.  within  the  nummpamneni  standard,  to  is  to 
learn  at  much  at  possible  about  all  the  resourc  e  values 
thai  are  present 

On  the  other  hand,  some  uses  that  were  eaplicnly 
permuted  hy  the  Wilderness  At  1  uf  1964  in  wildernett 
arrets  nl  ihe  national  lureslt  |tuth  at  mining  and 
minetal  leasing  mu«i  he  rrstrii  ted  under  ihe  Interim 
Management  Pulit  y  hei  jum'  iheir  iinpat  it  <  learly 
tould  disquihiy  the  aiea  Irom  salislymg  the 
wildeiness  dclimtiun  and  thus  would  impair  wilder- 
ness suitability  Duong  the  wildernett  review  it  is  the 
later  and  mure  Oaplitil  FiPMA.  and  nut  ihe 
Wilderness  Ad.  thji  dit  tales  what  it  permit.ible 

Ihe  final  (let  iuon  un  |>ermartenl  wilder  nets  designa- 
tion for  eat  h  wilderness  stud*  41^4  belongs  iu 
Congress  Management  under  the  no  nun  pair  mem 
tundard  prolet  11  (  (ingress  right  tu  make  ihe 
designation  dec  ismnhv  preventing  at  linns  ihai  wnuld 
pre-empt  1h.1i  dm  ision 


Grandfathered  Uses 

lo  dflt-imnii-  what  uses  are  prutecled  under  the 
grjndlaihcr  provision  we  muti  eajmine  what 
Cungrest  nteam  by  i  untinuiiiitn  ul  eiiinng  mining 
antf  grazing  uses  ami  mmerjl  (erasing  m  ihe  manner 
ji  11 1  di'Kiee  in  whit  h  ihe  «mv  w.is  heinti  t  ondui  ted 
on  ihr  iljit-  ol  jpproviil  ol  thit  At  I 

lo  Ih'  an  eaivling  ute  the  use  tlearly  must  have 
been  laking  plat  eun  ihe  lands  as  of  ihe  dale  ul  FLPMA 
iCJ<  IoIh-i  l\,  197bl  An  eiisimg  use  nughl  h«se  been 
iem|Niiaulv  mat  live  Itir  reatum  suth  a  Ii«<I  weather 
or  4  shoii-li-Mii  depression  in  inarket  tundilioiis  liul 
1  ii-jils  a  use  irm  had  las)  ut  (unttl  Sor  10 yeart  earlier 


when  there  was  no  demonstrable  intention  uf 
resuming  immediately  would  nol  qualify  ett  epl 
where  the  use  involved  a  long  "ilari-up "  time 

An  earning  ute  would  have  created  actual  physical 
impact!  on  the  land  before  October  21.  1976 
Howevei .  the  impact!  of  4n  earning  grating  ute  would 
not  neceitatily  be  noticeable  on  thai  date,  because 
grating,  tonducted  under  good  range  managemeni 
prachcei.  leaves  no  noticeable  impacts,  eacept  those 
of  range  improvement  mitallaiioni 

Continuation  in  the  tame  "manner  and  degree* 
impliet  diflerem  things  for  ihe  dilferenl  uses 
mentioned  m  ihe  grandfather  clause  Mineral  utei 
generally  operate  hy  a  lugical  progression  that  begint 
with  eapluradon  and  proceeds  through  development 
of  a  given  deposit  by  geographic  eatention  until  the 
depotit  hat  been  eah«utted  By  contrast,  grating  ute  u 
done  by  grating  a  given  land  area  on  a  continuing 
bam.  because  range  forage  11  a  renewable  resource 
Nu  change  in  ihe  area  of  use  it  inherent  in  grating 

In  both  cases,  the  benchmark  lor  tlse  'manner  and 
degree  "ol  an  earning  ute  n  the  phyncal  and  aesthenr 
m.pact  ihai  use  was  having  on  the  area  on  October  21. 
1976.  because  it  it  that  impact  thai  could  affect  the 
wilderneit  review 

for  mineral  utet.  continuation  in  the  tame  manner 
and  degree  implies  ihai  the  uie  may  proceed  by  a 
tngiraf  p4Cf  4ini  progresuon  —  either  a  geographic 
eaiennunor  a  change  in  the  type  ol  activity.  10  long  as 
the  impact!  of  the  eaienuon  or  ol  the  new  activity  are 
not  ol  a  significantly  diflerem  kind  than  the  impact  1 
canting  on  October  21.1976  Thn  may  lake  place  even 
il  the  activity  impairs  wilderness  luuabdity 

For  grating  utei.  continuation  in  the  same  m*nntt 
and  degree  implies  that  grating  may  continue  on  ihe 
lands  authorized  at  ol  October  21  1976  so  long  ai  the 
impat  11  ol  that  ute  do  nol  mcreaie 

Appropriation  Under  the  Mining  Lawt 

1*  it  appeari  m  section  60 Ju  1  the  mandate  ilui  Lands 
under  wilderneis  review  continue  to  be  subteci  to  ap- 
propriation under  ihe  mining  laws  is  a  prohibition 
against  withdrawal  of  landt  under  witderneu  review 
Irom  appropriation  under  the  mining  laws  lor  the 
purpose  ol  preserving  the  land's  wildernett  character 
tl  is  nol  an  ear.  eption  10  the  nonimpairmenl  mandate 
Although  they  may  mil  take  place,  activmei  entailed 
■n  appropriation  under  the  mining  laws  —  including 
the  location  ol  new  claims,  attestmeni  work, 
eaplotanon  activities  on  clairm.  and  the  issuance  of 
patenli  —  muti  be  regulated  10  at  not  to  impair 
wilderness  tuitahility  |OI  course,  mining  activmei 
covered  by  the  grandfather  proviwon  and  certain 
valid  eaisting  right!  4tr  eaceptioni  10  the  nonimpair- 
mem  mandate  1 

It  4  mining  claimant,  uwngmethodt  that  do  not  impair 
wildernett  tuiiability.  maket  a  valid  discovery  andean 
ihow  proof  ot  that  dncovery  10  ihe  BLM.  the  discovery 
represent!  a  right  lo  patent  the  claim  II  a  patent  >\ 
issued   title  lo  ihe  land  11  transferred  to  the  claimant. 


At  lhal  point  the  claim  ccatet  to  be  public  land  and  It 
f  h«*eior«  no  longer  tubfetet  to  wilder  neu  review  or  to 
the  Interim  Management  Policy 

Ml  hitting  Ughb 

The  "valid  earning  righit"  provision  ol  FLPMA 
iSeciton  701(h))  clearly  applies  only  to  valid  righn 
outstanding  {"earning")  on  October  21,  1976.  Thote 
valid  righn  will  be  recognized,  but  they  are  not 
necessarily  eaempt  Irons  ihe  nonimpairmenl  man- 
date 

In  case*  where  ihe  Depanmenl  hat  authority  to 
regulate  a  valid  earning  right,  the  nommpairmenl 
mandate  of  section  60J  requires  the  Depanmenl  to 
regulate  it  to  avoid  impairing  vnUemeu  suitability. 
Ttirt,  it  the  cat*  with  the  majority  ol  mineral  leases 
iteued  before  October  21. 1976.  The  right  granted  by 
those  leases  is  not  an  absolute,  uncontrolled  right.  It  it 
a  right  conditioned  on  compliance  by  the  lessee  with 
the  Depart  men  ii  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  in 
effect  either  on  or  after  ihe  date  of  the  lease. 
Therefore,  I  meet  will  be  required  to  comply  with  the 
nonimpairmenl  mandate  of  FLPMA,  unless  the 
activities  on  the  leases  qualifyes  grandfathered  uses.  N 
a  lessee  proposes  lo  conduct  activities  that  cannot 
meet  the  nonimpairmenl  standard  and  those 
proposed  activities  are  denied  lor  this  reason,  the 
lessee  has  the  right  10  request  a  suspension  of 
operation  The  policy  on  lease  suspensions  It 
•aplatned  more  fully  in  Chapter  ill.  I.  I'd). 

In  cases  where  the  Department  has  no  such  authority 
to  regulate  the  valid  etlsting  rights  10  the  nonlmpeir- 
ment  tundard,  those  rights  may  be  eiercised,  even  It 
thit  will  impair  witderneu  sulubilliy.  This  Is  the  case 
with  mining  claims  on  which  a  valid  discovery  had 
been  made  before  October  21,  1976  If  ihe  dalmani 
can  show  evidence  10  the  ftlM  that  a  discovery  was 
made  before  that  date,  ihe  operation  will  not  be  . 
regulated  to  the  nonimpairmenl  ttandard,  regardlest 
of  ihe  kind  of  Impacts  Irom  activities  on  the  claim  on 

October  21.  1976 

The  valid  eaisting  nghts  and  grandfather  provisions 
create  a  significant  overlap,  because  some  mineral 
uses  quality  under  both  provisions: 

Mining  Claims  Mining  claims  located  before 
October  21,  1976.  represent  a  valid  eilstlng  right  if  a 
valid  discovery  had  been  made  on  the  claim  before 
October  21,  1976  Of  course,  if  any  such  claims  were 
actively  being  worked  as  of  October  21,  1976.  they 
would  alto  qualify  at  grandfathered  uses,  tut  they 
enioy  a  more  liberal  development  uandard  under  the 
valid  easting  rights  provision,  because  In  this  case 
they  would  be  able  to  proceed  even  if  the  activities 
exceeded  the  manner  and  degree  that  eiisaed  on 
October  21.  1976. 

Mineral  Leases:  Mineral  leases  issued  before  Ociober 
21,  1976.  represent  a  valid  eusting  right.  M  they  were 
actively  being  worked  as  of  Ociober  21.  1976.  and  H 
physical  impects  had  been  created  on  the  ground. 


these  leases  would  also  qualify  as  grandfathered  uses. 
In  most  ll  not  all  cases  (depending  upon  the  legal 
rights  conveyed  by  ihe  specific  lease  In  question),  the 
grandfather  provision  provides  the  more  liberal 
development  standard,  allowing  continuation  in  the 
same  manner  and  degree  as  on  October  21,  1976. 
otherwise ,  the  nonimpairmenl  standard  would  apply. 
If  a  lessee  proposed  10  conduct  activities  ihai  cannot 
meet  the  nonimpatrmcnt  standard  and  those 
proposed  activities  were  denied  for  this  reason,  the 
lessee  would  have  the  right  to  request  a  suspension  of 
operation.  The  policy  on  lease  suspension  iseaplained 
more  fully  in  Chapter  ill.  J.  1(d). 

Chapter  L  Management  Policy  lor 
Undt  Under  WUderncu  Review 


A.  Cenerai  IVteVry 

1.  The  Depanmenl  of  the  Interior  t  management 
policy  is,  eacept  in  ihe  catet  staled  below,  10  continue 
resource  uses  on  lands  under  wilderness  review  in  a 
manner  thai  maintains  the  areas'  suitability  for 
preservation  as  wilderness.  This  Interim  Management 
Policy  will  be  in  effect  until  one  of  the  following 
occurs: 

a  In  some  cases  ihe  tlM  wilderness  inventory 
process  will  result  in  a  determination  that  a  wilderness 
Inventory  unit  does  not  meet  the  Wilderness  Ad's 
delinmon  of  wilderness.  In  such  cases,  as  soon  as  the 
tlM  Stat*  Director  has  announced  a  final  decision 
and  any  relevant  administrative  review  process  hat 
been  exhausted,  the  Interim  Management  Policy  wilt 
no  longer  apply. 

b.  If  Congress  designates  a  wilderness  study  area 
as  wilderness,  the  BLM  will  manage  the  area  lor 
preservation  ol  In  wilderness  character  The  federal 
Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (fLPMA)  requires 
that  designated  wilderness  areas  be  managed  under 
provtsions  of  the  Wilderness  Act  thai  apply  to  national 
forest  wilderness.  tlM  will  prepare  a  managemeni 
policy  lo  implement  this  mandate  for  any  BLM  areat 
thai  Congress  may  decide  to  designate  as  wilderness. 

c.  II  Congrest  determines  thai  a  wilderness  study 
area  will  not  be  designated  as  wilderness,  the  interim 
Management  Policy  will  no  longer  apply. 

2.  The  law  provides  for,  and  the  Depanment's 
policy  is  to  allow,  continuation  of  grating,  mining,  and 
mineral  leasing  useson  lands  under  wilderness  review 
in  the  manner  and  degree  in  which  these  uses  were 
being  done  on  Ociober  21, 1976,  so  long  as  they  do 
not  cause  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the 
lands.  These  are  referred  to  as  the  grandfathered'' 
uses. 

1  The  Department's  policy  is  to  allow  appropria< 
Hon  under  the  mining  laws;  I.e.,  ihese  areas.  In 
accordance  with  the  congressional  mandate,  will  not 
be  withdrawn  from  the  operation  of  the  mining  laws 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  their  wilderness 
character.  Activities  involved  In  appropriation  under 
the  mining  Uses  —  including  location  of  new  claims 
and  the  assessment  work  necessary  to  hold  claim*  — 
will  be  allowed  so  long  as  these  actrvitses  are  carried 
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out  in  a  manner  that  does  not  impair  the  area's 
wilderness  suitability. 

4.  The  Department's  policy  is  10  recogniie  valid 
eaisting  rights  that  were  outstanding  on  October  21, 
1976.  A  further  explanation  of  the  policy  on  valid 
tutting  rights  appears  in  section  I.  7.  below 

5.  If  a  wilderness  study  area  or  inventory  unit 
(eicept  itlands)  is  smaller  than  5,000  acres,  earning 
and  new  mining  activities  under  the  1872  Mining  Law 
will  be  regulated  in  ifiai  area  only  to  prevent 
unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the  landt  —  not 
to  prevent  impairment  of  wilderness  suitability.  All 
other  activities  will  be  managed  under  the  Interim 
Management  Policy.  The  Wrldemeu  fnveotory 
Hindbook  provides  for  identification  ol  wilderness 
ttudy  areas  under  5 .000  acres  under  certain  conditiont 
specified  on  page  12  ol  the  handbook.  Although 
section  603  of  FLPMA  does  not  require  these  areas  10 
be  given  interim  management,  ihe  Department  has 
the  authority  under  section  302  of  FLPMA  lo  manage 
these  lands  similarly.  The  Department  s  policy  is  to 
manage  them  under  the  Interim  Management  Policy, 
eicept  with  respect  to  mining  claims  located  under 
the  1872  Mining  Law.  The  authority  10  regulate 
activities  10  ihe  nonimpairmenl  uandard  with  respect 
to  the  mining  laws  only  applies  to  the  areas  that  meet 
ihe  criteria  of  section  603  —  i.e.,  either  islands  or 
roadless  areas  of  S.000  acres  or  more.  Section  302 

K'ovtdes  the  authority  lo  regulate  mining  on  all  public 
nds  to  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation. 

I  Specif**  Poikry  Gutdartca 

Thit  section  tails  Ftow  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment will  apply  ihe  general  policies  set  forth  in  seciion 
A, above. 

1.  Latststt  under  Weafeiiiias  teview.  The  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  Ft  conducting  a  wilder  ness 
Inventory  under  procedures  described  In  the 
Wilderness  inventory  Handbook.  Issued  on  Sep- 
tember 27.  1978  The  inventory  will  sort  lands  into  two 
categories  (a)  wilderness  study  areas,  10  which  the 
Interim  Managemeni  Policy  will  apply,  and  (b)  landt 
that  are  determined  not  to  have  wilderness  character- 
istics and  therefore  will  not  be  subfeci  to  the  Interim 
Managemeni  Policy.  Lands  that  are  being  reviewed  in 
ihe  wilderness  inventory  and  Fiave  not  yet  been 
dropped  from  trie  inventory  by  a  final  decision  of  the 
81 M  will  be  subfeci  to  the  interim  Management  Policy 
because  they  m»y  be  identified  as  wilderness  study 
areas  by  that  final  decision. 

2.  NowiwwjalrwwM.  Any  activity  that  BLM  has 
determined  does  not  impair  the  land's  suitabtlny  for 
preservation  as  wilderness  may  be  permuted  on  landt 
under  wilderness  review  Before  approving  proposed 
activities  generally  identified  as  nonimpairing  in  this 
document.  tlM  will  first  ensure  that  tfsey  conform  to 
the  rutting  managemeni  Iramework  plan,  if  one  hat 
been  prepared  lor  the  affected  lands  (see  43  CFI 
1601.8).  and  will  then  review  the  proposal  through  an 
environmental  assessment  to  determine  whether,  m 
a  specific  case,  they  will  be  rionarnpainnf  and  lo 
ensure  that  approval  of  such  activities  wiH  no*  create  a 
situation  in  which  the  cumulative  effect  of  eusting 
uses  and  the  new  proposed  uses  would  impair 
wilderness  suitability. 


Activities  that  protect  or  enhance  Ihe  land's 
wilderness  values  or  thai  provide  the  minimum 
necessary  facilities  (or  public  enjoyment  ol  the 
wilderness  values  are  considered  nonimpairing.  For 
example,  trails  and  sanitary  lactllues  could  be  built  for 
primitive  recreational  use. 

All  other  activities  will  be  considered  nonimpairine  if 
the  Blm  determines  ihai  they  meet  each  of  ihe 
following  criteria,  referred  to  hereafter  as  the 
"nonimpairment  criteria" 

a.  it  is  temporary  This  means  that  ihe  use  or 
activity  may  continue  until  the  lime  when  u  must  be 
terminated  m  order  10  meet  the  reclamation 
requirement  ol  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  below.  A 
temporary  use  ihai  creates  no  new  surface  disturb- 
ance may  continue  unless  Congress  designates  the 
tin*  as  wilderness,  to  long  as  it  can  easdy  and 
immediately  be  terminated  at  that  time ,  if  necessary  to 
management  ol  the  area  as  wilderness. 

b.  Any  temporary  impacts  caused  by  the  activity 
must,  ai  a  minimum,  be  capable  of  being  reclaimed  to 
a  condition  ol  being  substantially  unnooceable  in  the 
wilderness  study  area  (or  inventoryunit|asawholeby 
ihe  time  the  Secretary  of  the  Intenor  is  scheduled  to 
send  his  reccHnmendations  on  that  area  to  the 
President,  and  the  operator  will  be  required  lo 
reclaim  the  impacts  to  that  tundard  by  thai  date.  If  the 
wilderness  study  is  postponed,  the  reclamation 
deadline  will  be  eitended  accordingly  if  the 
wilderness  study  is  accelerated,  the  reclamation 
deadline  will  not  be  changed.  A  lull  schedule  of 
wilderness  studies  will  be  developed  by  the 
Department  upon  completion  of  the  intenuve 
wilderness  inventory  In  the  meantime  in  areas  not 
yet  scheduled  for  wilderness  study,  the  reclamation 
will  be  scheduled  for  completion  within  4  years  after 
approval  of  the  actrvity  (Obviously,  il  and  when  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  ceases  to  apply  10  an 
inventory  umt  dropped  from  wilderness  review 
following  a  final  wilderness  inventory  decision  ol  the 
tLM  State  Director  the  reclamation  deadline  pre- 
viously specified  will  cease  to  apply  I  The  Secretary'* 
schedule  for  transmitting  his  recomrnendattons  to  the 
President  will  not  be  changed  as  a  result  of  any 
uncapcoed  inability  10  complete  the  recUmatton  by 
the  specified  date,  and  such  inability  will  not  constrain 
the  Secretary '1  recommendation  with  respect  so  the 
area's  suitability  or  rtonsuitab4iiy  lor  preservation  as 
wilderness. 

The  reclamation  wit.  so  the  eiteni  practicable,  be 
done  whale  the  activity  it  in  progress.  Reclamation  wit 
include  the  complete  reconsounng  of  at  cuts  and  fits 
to  blend  with  the  natural  topography,  the  replace 
men!  of  topsotl.  and  the  restoration  of  plant  cover  at 
least  to  the  point  where  natural  tuccessaon  n 
occurring.  Plant  cover  wit  be  restored  by  moem  of 
reseedmg  or  replanting,  uswtg  species  previously 
occurring  in  the  area  If  neceuarv.  irrigation  wat  be 
required  The  reclamation  schedule  wit  be  based  on 
comervative  assumptions  with  regard  to  growme, 
conditions,  so  as  to  ensure  thai  the  reclamation  wit  be 
complete,  and  the  impacts  wit  be  substantially 
unrtot«eabkt  in  the  area  as  a  whole,  by  the  tame  the 
Secretary  it  scheduled  to  tend  hn  leiummendttanni 
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to  me  rnmmm.  r  SuOstantiaJiy  ursnooceaoi*  rt 
defined  In  AppendltF.) 

c.  Whan  the  activity  it  terminated,  and  after  any 
needed  reclamation  it  complete,  the  area  i  wilderneu 
value*  mwM  not  have  bwn  degraded  to  tor. compared 
with  the  aree't  value*  lor  other  purpotet,  at  to 
ugmftcanily  contlratn  (he  Secretary'!  recommend- 
atton  with  retpcci  10  ihe  areat  tuitabiltry  or 
nontujtabdity  for  preservation  at  wilderneu.  The 
wtldernew  vaiuet  10  be  considered  are  ihote 
ment»oned  in  tection  2(c)  of  the  Wilderneu  Act, 
including  naiuralnett,  outttandtng  opportuniuet  for 
totttude  or  for  primitive  and  unconlined  recreation, 
and  ecological,  geological  or  other  Icaiuret  of 
scientific,  educational,  teemc.  or  hiiiortcal  value. 

Any  temporary  tmpectt  authorised  by  Ihe  BlM  under 
ihete  cnterta  will  be  Ignored  during  the  wtldernett 
uudv,  the  area  will  be  considered  tn  lit  eipected 
condition  at  the  time  reclamation  it  complete,  at 
required  by  paragraph!  <bi  and  (c)  above. 

1  iMpewrtMg  AlHiIHii.  Some  activities  that  in 
themselves  are  nonimpairing  may  require  supporting 
fecilltie*  or  activities  that  could  impair  wtldernett 
tuitability  (For  eumpte:  a  boat  launching  ramp  and 
« i  too  *  ted  parking  area  at  tupponlng  faciliilet  for 
boaiing,  or  the  crott -country  ute  of  motor  vehicletto 
retrieve  tatlptenet  or  hang  glider*.)  When  thit  it  the 
cate,  Ihe  Mipporting  activity  will  be  limited  at 
necettary  to  meet  the  nonimpairmem  criteria  (tee 
lection  i,  above).  II  the  tupponlng  activity  cannot 
be  done  in  a  nonimpemng  manner,  then  the  prin- 
cipal activity  will  not  be  approved. 

4.  CuntMtaatve  fa-pec**.  It  It  recogmied  that  many 
minor  impacu  of  nonimpairing  aciivitiet  could 
accumulate  to  a  point  at  which  the  total  Impact  would 
impair  wildernet*  tuitability  either  by  creating 
impact*  that  overall  are  noticeable  (I.e.,  are  not 
tubttantially  unnouceable)  or  by  degrading  the  area't 
wtldernett  vaiuet  to  lar,  compared  with  ihe  area't 
vaiuet  for  other  purpotet.  at  to  tignlflcantly  conttrain 
the  Secretary 't  recommendation  with  retpect  to  the 
area't  tuitability  or  nontuitability  for  preservation  at 
wilder  net*. 

To  prevent  tuch  cumulative  impactt  from  impairing 
wtldernett  tuitebilliy,  the  SIM  will  monitor  the 
cumulative  Impactt  of  ongoing  activities  If  thote 
impactt  an  growing  to  great  that  the  area't  wildernett 
tuitability  could  be  impaired,  the  BLM  will  take  ttept 
to  control  that  Impact  by  adiutttng  the  conditiont  of 
ute  (tuch  at  time,  place,  and  quantity),  by  prohibiting 
the  eipanwon  of  the  activity,  or,  if  necettary,  by 
prohibiting  the  activity  altogether  on  the  affected 
lands  TheBLM  will  alto  consider  cumulative  eriecii  in 
making  decitiont  on  new  propotalt  to  conduct  what 
individually  would  be  nonimpairing  aciivitiet;  if  the 
propoted  activity  will  create  »n  unacceptable 
additional  increment  of  impact,  it  will  not  be 
approved. 

5.  EiiiMi  g  firBtJii.  Some  landt  under  wilderneti 
review  may  contain  minor  man-made  facilitiet  that 
were  found  in  the  wildernett  inventory  procett  to  be 
tubttantially  unnoticeabfe  in  the  area.  For  example, 
ihete  may  include  primitive  vehicle  rouiet  ("wayt") 


and  range  improve  menu  tuch  at  fence*  and  tpring 
devesopment*.  There  It  nothing  in  thrt  Interim 
Management  Policy  thai  requiret  tuch  tacitiue*  to  be 
removed  or  thui  down.  On  the  contrary,  they  may 
remain,  and  they  may  be  uted  at  before,  to  long  aathrt 
doet  not  caute  new  impactt  that  would  impair  the 
area't  wildernett  tuitability.  (Crandfaihered  utet  are. 
of  courte.eiempt  from  the  nonlmpairment  tundard.) 

a.  CenereL  Section  60J(o  of  FLPMA  provtdet  a 
ipecial  eiceptlon  to  the  nonimpairmeni  uandard. 
Grazing,  mining,  and  mineral  leating  utet  that  eittted 
on  the  date  of  approval  of  FLPMA  (October  21. 197*) 
may  continue  In  landt  under  wlldernei*  review  in  the 
u  me*  manner  and  degree  at  on  that  date,  even  If  thit 
Impair*  wildernett  tuitability.  Thete  are  the  "grand* 
fathered"  utet,  protected  by  the  "  gundfather"  claute 
of  teciion  603  Thete  utet  mutt  be  regulated  to  enture 
that  they  do  not  caute  unnecettary  or  undue 
degradation  of  the  landt. 

Although  actlviiiet  on  mining  claim*  on  which  a  valid 
mineralditcovery  wat  made  prior  to  October  21, 1976. 
may  qualify  at  grandfathered  utet,  thete  clalmt 
qualify  tor  a  more  liberal  development  uandard 
under  the  policy  for  valid  cutting  right*  (tee  teciion  7. 
betow). 

b.  Criteria.  A  grandfathered  ute  It  a  mineral  or 
graiing  ute  that  wat  taking  place  on  the  land  at  of  the 
date  of  approval  of  FLPMA  (October  21.  1976).  A 
grandfathered  mineral  ute  mutt  have  created  *ctu*t 
phytrcar  impacii  before  that  date. 

In  tome  circumttancet,  a  grating  or  mineral  ute  may 
have  been  temporarily  Inactive  on  October  21, 1976. 
lor  reatont  tuch  at  bad  weather,  natural  ditatter.  a 
labor  strike,  or  a  thort-term  deprettton  in  the  market 
for  the  product,  and  the  operator  fully  intended  to 
returns  immediately  upon  termination  ol  the 
temporary  tource  of  inactivity.  In  tuch  catet.  a  rule  of 
reaion  will  be  followed,  but  "temporarily  inactive" 
will  normally  mean  no  more  than  12  montht  prior  to 
October  21,  1976.  There  may  be  unutual  circum- 
ttancet causing  more  than  12  montht  of  temporary 
Inactivity;  ihete  will  be  considered  cate  by  cate.  but 
ihutdownt  tor  market  reatont  longer  than  12  montht 
will  not  quality.  In  the  cate  of  pre-FLPMA  eiploraiion 
activity  creating  actual  phyttcal  Impactt,  tuch  at 
teitmic  operations  lor  oil  and  gat  or  drilling  lor 
hardrock  mtnefalt.  normal  industry  schedule*  or 
"ttart-up"  timet  will  be  taken  into  account  in 
determining  the  permissible  period  of  inactivity 
Diligent  pursuit  and  logical  progression  of  develop- 
ment of  the  lease  or  mining  claim  mutt  be 
demonuraied  before  thete  circumttancet  will  be 
conttdered. 

If  a  grandfathered  ute  it  acquired  by  a  different 
owner,  the  new  owner  may  continue  the  grand- 
lathered  ute.  But  a  grandfathered  ute  it  not  »n 
abttraci  right  or  privilege  that  can  be  uprooted  from 
one  land  area  and  applied  to  a  completely  different 
land  area;  it  it  bated  on  the  place  where  it  wat  being 
conducted  at  of  October  21. 1976. 


Continuation  of  a  grandfathered  ute  it  limned  to  the 
tame  "manner  and  degree"  at  on  October  21,  1976. 
The  manner  and  degree  of  a  mineral  ute  retert  to  the 
kind  of  phytical  and  aetthetic  impactt  the  grand- 
fathered ute  caused  at  of  October  21.  1976. 
Continuation  of  a  grandfathered  mineral  ute  in  the 
tame  manner  tnd  degree  may  include  a  logical 
progrettion  of  activity  —  a  geographic  extension  of 
ihe  cutting  activity,  or  a  change  in  the  type  of  activity 
—  if  thete  are  done  at  a  logical  pace  and  if  the  new 
Impecii  are  not  of  a  tignificamly  different  kind  than 
the  impactt  emling  on  October  21,  1976. 

Thit  meant  that  the  quantity  of  on-the-ground 
impactt  may  be  increased  by  the  logical  pace  and 
progrettion  ol  a  grandfathered  ute.  but  that  the  new 
Impact  may  not  be  of  a  significantly  dttlerent  kind 
than  the  impactt  involved  with  the  pre-FLPMA 
activity.  In  determining  whether  the  kind  of  impaci  it 
ugnlficandy  ditlerent,  conwderatton  thould  be  given 
to  degradation  of  the  area't  wildernett  character ititct 
(tee  the  definition  in  Appendli  C).  including  changet 
In  natural  contour i  and  vituel  impactt. 

For  intiance,  il  oil  and  gat  eiptoration  had  been  taking 
place  by  deep  drilling,  and  one  well  had  been  drilled 
before  October  21.  1976.  additional  wellt  could  be 
drilled  following  a  logical  geographic  eitention  at  a 
logical  pace  of  eiploraison,  to  long  at  the  impactt 
were  not  of  a  significantly  different  kind  than  thote  of 
the  first  well.  If a thote  wellt  could  then  go  to 
production  without  causing  new  impactt  of  a 
ugnilicantly  different  kind,  that  too  could  be 
permuted.  For  intiance.  (hit  might  occur  it  collecting 
pipelinet.  power  linet.  tank  batteries  and  pumpiack 
were  installed  on  already-disturbed  titet  and  rouiet.  II 
it  the  kind  of  Impact,  rather  than  the  quantity  of 
Impact  or  ihe  ttage  of  development,  thai  wilt  be 
controlling  in  determining  the  manner  and  degree. 

A  grandfathered  mineral  ute  outtide  the  boundary  of 
*n  area  under  wildernett  review  may  continue  into 
the  area  at  long  at  the  activity  followt  ihe  logical  pace 
and  progrettion  of  development  and  the  impactt  are 
not  of  a  significantly  different  kind. 

It  it  the  ute.  rather  than  ihe  claim  or  lease,  lhat  it 
grandfathered.  A  grandfathered  mineral  ute  may 
continue  in  the  tame  manner  and  degree  onto 
adjacent  leases  or  clalmt  held  by  the  tame  perton. 
Mineral  lease*  unuixed  prior  to  October  21, 1976,  are 
grandfathered  at  a  unit. 

d.  Manner  end  Degree  (or  Grating  (Jet*.  The 

manner  and  degree  of  a  grazing  ute  refert  to  ihe 
nature  of  phytical  and  aetthenc  impecit  the  ute 
cauted  at  of  October  21 .  1976.  including  ihe  condition 
of  ihe  range  and  the  range  improvement!  initalled  or 
under  construction  at  that  time.  Continuation  of  a 
grating  ute  in  the  tame  manner  and  degree  doet  not 
Include  any  logical  adjacent  geographic  coniinuation, 
ai  it  provided  lor  grandfathered  mineral  utet.  Thit  it 
because  of  ihe  difference  in  the  way  grating  and 
mineral  utet  are  carried  our  Mineral  utet  inheremly 
require  a  geographic  eitention  to  cover  the  enure 


mineral  depotit  Grazing  utet.  on  ihe  other  hand,  do 
not  inherently  require  a  geographic  eitention.  ftange 
forage  it  a  renewable  resource,  therefore  grating 
utiliret  a  tpecilied  area  on  a  continuing  bent. 

Continuation  in  the  tame  manner  and  degree  doet 
not  automatically  include,  nor  doet  it  automatically 
eiclude.  mtiallanon  ol  new  range  improvement*  in 
catet  where  a  permit  issued  by  the  BlM  before 
October  21. 1976.  provided  for  the  operator  to  install  a 
tenet  ol  improvement!  and  pan  of  that  tenet  had 
already  been  ntialled  before  October  21,  1976.  that 
operator  may  complete  the  tenet  after  that  dai*. 
Otherwite.  'he  question  at  lo  what  range  improve- 
ment! may  be  installed  on  landt  under  wildernett 
review  ii  more  meaningfully  dealt  with  under  the 
nonimpairmeni  concept.  Certain  new  range  improve- 
ment! may  be  installed  under  thu  concept,  and 
cutting  improvement!  may  be  uted  and  maintained, 
at  it  eiptained  in  the  guidelinet  in  Chapter  III.  M. 

7.  Valid  Flitting  light*.  The  valid  cutting  right!  of 
mining  claimant!  and  mineral  lessees  a!  of  October  21. 
1976.  will  be  recognized,  If  ihe  claimant  or  lessee 
transient  hit  claim  or  lease  to  another  person,  the 
tame  valid  cutting  right  will  be  recognized  in  ihe  new 
holder.  But  a  valid  cutting  right  n  tied  to  a  particular 
claim  or  leate,  and  cannot  be  transfer  red  io  adit ferent 
claim  or  leate. 

a  Mining  Claim*.  Mining  claimant!  are  recog- 
nized a!  having  a  valid  cutting  right  if  a  valid  discovery 
had  been  made  on  the  claim  before  October  21. 1976. 
Act  i  vine*  for  the  ute  and  development  of  tuch  claim* 
will  be  ciempi  from  ihe  nonimpairmeni  policy  and 
will  be  regulated  only  to  prevent  unnecettary  or 
undue  degradation  of  the  landt.  Before  beginning 
operationt  whose  impactt  would  impair  wilderneti 
tuitability.  the  claimant  mutt  thow  evidence  of  hit 
discovery  to  the  BLM. 

However,  there  it  a  narrow  exception.  If  on-the- 
ground  aciivitiet  thai  would  impair  wildernet! 
suitability  are  propoted  on  a  pre-FLPMA  claim  with 
valid  eiuting  rights  within  a  wilder  nets  study  area  that 
the  BLM  Director  hat  recommended  to  the  Secretary 
at  suitable  lor  designation  at  wildernett.  ihe  propoted 
impairing  activity  may  be  temporarily  disapproved  by 
the  Director.  Thit  it  a  narrow  exception  lor 
enraordinary  circumstances  when  ihe  Secretary  and 
the  Prcwdent  may  be  eipected  to  recommend  the 
area  at  tunable  tor  designation  at  wilderneti  and 
Congress  may  be  eipected  to  act  in  a  short  period  of 
lime.  Such  a  disapproval  would  be  tor  one  year, 
subject  io  renewal,  but  not  to  eiceed  a  total  ol  two 
year*  In  tuch  case*.  Ihe  Milling  right  remain!,  but  itt 
entoyment  may  be  postponed 

b  Leeae*.  Valid  cutting  righit  lor  mineral  leetet 
usucd  prior  io  October  21. 1976,  are  dependent  upon 
the  tpecitic  termt  and  condmont  of  each  leate.  Thote 
terms  and  condition!  generally  make  cutting  mineral 
leaves  tubieci  to  regulations  enacted  and  orders 
issued  after  issuance  of  ihe  leate.  to  Secretarial 
approval  ol  propoted  development  activities,  and  to 
Secretarial  direction  ai  to  the  rate  and  location  of 
eiploraiion  and  development.  Thote  leases  on  which 
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actual  phytical  impacts  had  occurred  before  October 
21.  1976,  and  on  which  activities  were  being 
conducted  at  of  that  date,  qualify  at  grandfathered 
ute*  and  are  tubyect  to  a  more  liberal  itandard  of 
development  (detenbed  in  section  6  above)  than  it 
ihe  cate  under  valid  cutting  right!.  For  the  majority  of 
pre-FLPMA  leate*.  in  accordance  with  the  usual  termt 
and  conditiont.  where  there  were  no  pre-FLPMA 
phytical  Impactt  or  where  no  activities  were  being 
conducted  on  ihe  leate  at  of  October  21.  1976. 
activities  will  be  allowed  to  long  at  they  are  conducted 
m  a  manner  that  doet  not  impair  wildernett 
tuitability.  If  aciivitiet  propoted  on  a  pre-FLPMA  leate 
are  denied  becaute  they  cannot  meet  thrt  uandard, 
the  lettee  hat  the  right  to  requett  a  tutpenston  of 
operation.  The  policy  on  leate  suspension  n  eiptained 
more  lully  in  Chapter  III.  i   1  (d). 

6  tppiniifidm  under  Bee  Mining  law*.  Landt 
under  wilderneu  review  will  remain  open  to 
appropriation  under  the  1672  Mining  L*w  eicept  (a) 
Landt  that  had  been  withdrawn  from  appropriation 
poor  io  the  date  of  approval  of  FLPMA  (October  21. 
1976).  and  (b)  landt  withdrawn  after  October  21 .  1976, 
tor  reatont  other  than  preservation  of  their  wildernett 
character.  All  mining  aciivitiet.  eicept  grandfathered 
aciivitiet  and  activitiet  on  claims  determined  lo  have  a 
pre-FLPMA  discovery  will  be  regulated  to  prevent 
their  impactt  from  impairing  wildernett  suitability 
Claimant!  with  a  pre-FLPMA  discovery  are  recognized 
at  having  valid  cutting  nghit  (tee  teciion  7  above), 
and  tuch  operation!  will  be  regulated  only  io  prevent 
unnecettary  or  undue  degradation  of  the  landt. 

9.  Maintenance,  tutting  structures  and  installa- 
tion* may  be  maintained  to  keep  them  in  *n  ef fecuve. 
utable  condition,  txcept  for  grandfathered  uses  and 
utet  bated  on  valid  cutting  righit.  maintenance  will 
not  be  allowed  to  modify  a  ttrociure  or  mtiallanon  to 
a  condition  thai  would  impair  ihe  area't  suitability  for 
wilderneti  designation.  Meaturet  required  to  carry 
Out  maintenance  work  will  be  allowed  if  these 
meaturet  do  not  in  thcmtelvet  impair  wilderneti 
suitability  For  ihii  purpose  —  it  necessary  and  only 
when  authorized  by  the  BLM  —  motor  vehicles  may 
be  driven  crost-country  along  rouiet  designated  by 
the  BLM,  without  grading  or  blading.  In  tuch  catet  the 
operator  will  be  required  io  reclaim  any  impacii 
caused  by  crost-country  travel.  In  all  catet.  these 
aciivitiet  mutt  tatitfy  the  nonimpeMmeni  criteria  (tee 
teciion  B.  2  above) 

10.  Me4ce  Vehicles  awdMotefUMdFwutpwiiriL  The 
ute  of  motor  vehicle*  and  motorized  equipment  doe* 
not  neceitanly  impair  wilderness  tuiiabiliry,  if  the  ute 
it  on  cutting  access  routes  or  elsewhere  to  long  at  u 
doet  not  caute  impact!  inconsistent  with  ihe 
reclamation  requirementt  of  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria  (tee  tection  2  above).  Specific  guidelinet  for 
recreation  ute  of  off  -road  vehicle*  appear  in  Chapter 
III.  A. 

Motor  vehicle*  may  be  allowed  off  cutting  accost 
rouiet  when  authorized  by  the  BLM  lor  Ihete 
purpose*,  (a)  in  emergenciet  and  search  and  rescue 
operation*,  (b)  for  maintenance,  a*  described  in 
teciion  6.  9.  above,  (c)  for  construction  and 
maintenance    of    approved    structure!    mentioned 


dtewhere  m  thit  document;  and  id)  for  official 
purpotet  by  ihe  BLM  and  other  Federal.  State,  and 
local  agencies  and  their  agents  only  when  necessary 
and  specifically  authorized  by  the  BLM  for  protection 
of  human  life,  safety,  and  property:  for  protection  of 
ihe  landt  and  their  resource*,  and  lor  gathering 
essential  information  on  resources  In  emergencies 
the  crost-country  travel  will  not  be  held  to  ihe 
nonimpairmeni  tundard,  but  in  all  other  catet  c  rem  - 
country  travel  mutt  satufy  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria 
(tee  section  2  above).  Including  reclamation  require- 
ment*. Eicept  in  emergenciet.  the  route  muti  be 
approved  by  the  BLM  and  will  be  the  route  least 
destructive  of  wildernett  vaiuet,  no  grading  or 
blading  will  be  allowed,  and  any  impactt  will  promptly 
be  reclaimed  by  the  agency  respontible  to  meet  ihe 
reclamation  requirementt  of  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria. 

Helicopters  and  flied-wing  aircraft  may  be  landed  on 
cutting  airttnpt,  heliport!,  and  helitpott.  and  on 
unimproved  uiet  (both  land  and  water).  No  new 
landing  facilities  may  be  built,  eicept  under  the 
following  conditiont:  (a)  temporary  facilitiet  that 
satisfy  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria  (tee  teciion  2, 
above),  or  (b)  helitpoii  that  are  necettary  for  (ire 
control  and  are  either  (i)  pan  of  a  fire  menagemeni 
plan  developed  in  accordance  with  Chapter  III.  o  of 
ihn  interim  Management  Policy,  or  (ii)  necettary  in  an 
emergency,  under  tection  11,  below. 

11.  Imei  gene  let.  In  emergencies,  tuch  at  fire  or 
flood,  any  action  necettary  io  prevent  loss  of  life  or 
properly  may  be  taken,  even  it  the  action  will  impair 
wildernett  tuitability.  Thit  may  include  search  and 
rescue  operations  in  catet  of  lost  or  injured  persons. 
or  removal  of  the  deceated.  To  the  greatest  enent 
feasible,  emergency  actions  will  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  thai  leatt  impairs  wilderneti  tuitability,  and 
ihe  resulting  impactt  will  be  reclaimed  at  toon  at 
possible  io  meet  the  reclamation  requirementt  of  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria  (tee  teciion  2  above).  Within  7 
days  after  the  emergency  anion  it  completed,  a 
record  of  the  circumstance*  and  ihe  action  taken  will 
be  placed  in  the  WSA  cate  file  In  the  BLM  District 
Office 

12.  Air  Quaraty.  Under  ihe  Clean  Air  Act  (at 
amended.  1977),  all  BLM-adminmcied  Landt  were 
given  Cum  II  air  quality  classification,  which  allows 
moderate  detenoraiion  associated  with  moderate, 
we II -com rolled  industrial  and  population  growth 
The  BLM  will  continue  to  manage  wilderneu  study 
arcat  at  Ciatt  II. 

The  Departmeni  of  the  Interior  will  not  recommend 
reclattilicaiion  to  the  more  unci  C  lass  I  in  connection 
with  future  wilderneu  recommendations  resulting 
from  ihe  BLM  wildernett  review  The  iwo  proceuei 
arc  separate  and  distinct,  and  ere  eccomplithed  under 
two  different  law*.  FLPMA  and  ihe  Clean  Air  Act. 
Kecommcndaiiont  for  wilderneu  designation  arc 
made  by  the  BLM  through  the  Secreiary  of  the  Interior 
and  the  President  to  Congress  Air  quality  reclatsili- 
canon  it  the  prerogative  of  ihe  States,  and  it  mutt 
follow  a  protest  mandated  by  ihe  Clean  Air  Ad 
Amendment*  at  1977.  involving  a  siudy  of  health 
environ  menial,  economic .  social,  and  energy  ellecit. 
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a  public  hearing,  and  a  report  to  ihe  Environmental 
Protection  Agency.  The  Department  will  not  recom- 
mend any  change  in  air  quality  clatwltcation  at  pan  of 
wildernet!  recommendation!,  (The  Departments 
preliminary  recommendation  of  September  7.  1979. 
on  reclattiftcanon  to  Clatt  I  of  10  BLM  primitive  areas 
wai  *n  action  uken  puriuant  to  ihe  Clean  Air  Act 
Amendment!  of  1977.  which  required  a  study  and 
recommendation  on  these  primitive  areas  Thote 
recommendations  are  not  related  10  the  wildernett 
review,  and  no  tuch  recommendations  will  be  made 
at  part  of  the  wilderneu  review  process  i 

14.  Water  Beaourcc  Pt eject*.  Some  landt  under 
wildernet!  review  may  contain  minor  water  resource 
!aci!ine*  lhat  were  found  in  ihe  wilderneti  inventory 
procett  to  be  tubttannally  unnouceable  in  the  area.  It 
tuch  structures  are  present,  they  may  be  maintained 
under  the  maintenance  policy  tet  forth  in  teciion  9, 
above,  to  long  at  ihe  maintenance  doet  not  change 
the  location,  wze.  or  type,  or  increase  the  tiorage 
capacity  of  a  reservoir  Survey  and  investigation 
aciivitiet  lor  new  water  resource  proiectt  may  be 
per  muted  to  long  as  ihete  aciivitiet  are  nonimpairing 
at  defined  by  tection  2.  above  Motor  vehicle*  may  be 
uted  cross-country  if  necettary  and  tpecilically 
authorized  by  ihe  BLM  under  the  policy  tet  forth  in 
tection  10.  above 

15  Pre-FLPMA  Management.  Some  landt  under 
wildernett  review  (particularly  among  the  instant 
study  area*)  were  subject  to  more  una  protection, 
prior  to  approval  of  FLPMA,  than  ihe  Interim 
Management  Policy  requiret  (For  intiance.  tome 
areat  were  withdrawn  Irom  mineral  entry.)  In  these 
cate*.  any  ute  will  be  controlled  by  ihe  more  ttnet 
protection  of  the  wildernett  resource,  regardlett  of 
whether  thai  n  provided  by  the  IMP  or  by  a  pre- 
FLPMA  withdrawal  or  regulation  thai  u  mil  in  effect. 

16  Contrast  Bating.  The  Bureau  t  contrast  rating 
procett  (BLM  Manual  Section  64  J1.  and  the  Contrail 
Rating  Worksheet,  form  6400-4)  may  be  uted  at  an  aid 
in  determining  whether  the  impact!  of  a  proposed 
activity  are  tubttantially  unnoticeable  However 
results  of  the  contrast  rating  will  not  be  adequate  in 
ihemtetvet  to  document  a  conclusion .  contrail  rating 
mutt  be  used  in  combination  with  other  methods 

Chapter  II.  Implementation  ol  the 
Interim  Management  Policy 

Thu  chapter  eiplamt  how  ihe  Bur  *  of  land 
Management  (BLM)  will  implem  ihe  Interim 
Management  Policy  (IMP)   Ii  lcl>  .iow  actions  or 

acuviti*  aliened  by  ihe  imp  /ill  be  identified  (2) 
how  to  evaluate  thete  actions  «,sd  determine  whether 
they  arc  permissible  under  ihe  IMP,  |J)  how  BLM 
interim  management  deoviont  will  be  reached.  (4) 
how  ihe  IMP  will  be  enforced,  and  |S)  how  micnm 
management  reccvit  will  be  kept. 

A.  Acdctftie*  '    .ot«i  to  the  l MP 

To  determine  whether  a  proposed  activity  it  subject  to 

the  Inienr*-,  Management  Polity,  the  following  lour 

quesiio-  tt  must  be  conttdered  regarding  the  affected 

landt 


1  Are  ihe  affected  landt  eiempt  Irom  any 
wildernett  review*  If  to.  ihe  IMP  doet  not  apply  The 
proposal  will  be  assessed  through  normal  BLM 
procedure!. 

2.  Have  the  affected  land*  been  dropped  from 
lurther  wilderness  review  by  a  linal  decision  m  the 
BLM  wilderness  inventory*  If  to,  ihe  IMP  does  not 
apply  once  the  final  inventory  decision  hat  been 
announced  and  any  relevani  ad  mi  nut  ran  ve  review 
process  hat  been  eihautted.  In  thit  cate.  the  proposal 
will  be  assessed  through  normal  BLM  procedures 

i  Doei  the  proposal  involve  public  landt  lhat  arc 
subject  io  the  wildernest  inventory,  bui  on  which 
there  has  not  yet  been  a  final  inventory  decittonf  If  to. 
the  Interim  Managemeni  Policy  will  apply  at  lean  until 
the  final  inventory  dec  won  it  made.  Proceed  wiih  the 
evaluation  described  in  tection  B.  below. 

II  the  respontible  BLM  official  conclude!  or  hat 
reason  to  believe  lhat  the  proposal  it  noi  permtttiblc 
under  the  IMP,  ihere  it  another  option  thai  may  be 
appropriate  in  tome  catet.  The  BLM  State  Director  hai 
the  option  of  initialing  a  special  protect  inventory" 
using  the  procedures  of  Ihe  intensive  inventory  (Step 
4-6  in  the  Wifderncit  Inventory  fsandbooa).  Thit 
accelerated  inventory  will  tori  the  land*  into  two 
categories: 

a.  Those  identified  ai  WS  At,  in  thu  cate,  the  IMP 
will  apply 

b.  Thote  lhat  do  noi  Qualify  ai  WSA't  and 
therefore  are  no  longer  subject  to  the  Interim 
Management  Policy.  The  proposal  will  be  further 
assessed  through  normal  BLM  procedures. 

II  appropriate,  ihu  inventory  may  be  done  ai  ihe  tame 
time  at  the  evaluation  detenbed  in  teciion  B.  below 
4.  Doet  ihe  proposal  involve  public  landt  identified 
by  the  BLM  ai  a  wilderneu  ttudy  area!  If  to,  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  will  apply  Proceed  with 
ihe  evaluation  detenbed  in  tection  6,  below 

B.  fvaauedem  Pi  on  dm  ct 

1  hcepdeets  to  BVe  Hamimpttnmtm*  Standard. 
Determine  whether  ihe  activity  it  covered  by  one  of 
the  eiccptioni  to  the   "nonimpairmeni"  standard 

a.  Doet  the  activity  quality  ai  a  grandfathered 
mineral  or  grating  ute  continuing  in  ihe  tame  manner 
and  degree  ai  on  October  21.  1976F  (Consult  the 
applicable  policies  m  Chapter  I  B  fc  and  Chapter  III.  H 
and  I) 

b.  It  the  activity  part  of  the  development  ol  a 
mining  claim  on  which  a  valid  discovery  had  been 
made  before  October  21.  19761  (Consult  the 
applicable  policies  m  Chapter  I.  B.  7  and  Chapter  III.  I 

Sibil 

c.  In  a  wilderneu  study  area  or  inventory  unit 
tmaller  ihan  S  .000  acret  ictccpt  itlandi).  it  the  activity 
a  mining  activity  under  ihe  1672  Mining  Law! 

If  one  of  thete  (a.  b.  C|  it  applicable,  ihe  activity  will  be 
considered  acceptable  under  the  interim  Manage- 
meni Policy,  and  it  will  be  processed  through  normal 
BLM  procedure!  The  determination  lhai  an  activity  n 
acceptable  under  ihe  IMP  will  be  recorded  in 
appropriate  cate  filet  and  included  in  any  decmon 
doc  u  me  nit 
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InlniMin  1  Ytrfr-  -- »'     ■  -r  ■' •  «—■ ■■- 1 

§  field  officials  will  cooperate  with  applicant*  10 
s  identify wayabywhfchaproposal  can  be  brought 
il  compliance  with  ihe  nonimpeirmeni  iiarvJard. 
.Kvtf  possible.  A  proposed*  activity  satisfies  in* 
a  mpetrmeni  standard  il  the  ILM  dutrmmti  ihji  it 
KM  each  of  ihe  following  criteria,  whkh  «™ 
■■  red  to  *t  th«  "nontmpairment  criteria ": 

i.  It  is  temporary  This  meant  that  th«  um  or 
j  nty  may  conunut  until  ihe  lima  when  It  mutt  ba 

•  »nated  In  order  to  meet  lha  recUmatton 
rerement  of  para|rapht  |b|  and  |c)  below.  A 
i  porary  uta  thai  create*  no  new  surface  disturb- 

i  may  continue  unlca  Congress  designates  lha 
,i  m  wilderness,  to  long  at  it  can  eauly  and 
I  taduiel y  ba  terminated  at  that  lima,  it  necessary  to 
.agement  of  tha  area  as  wiWernest. 
b.  Any  temporary  impacts  caused  by  the  activity 
U.ai  a  minimum,  be  capable  of  being  reclaimed  to 
jndnion  of  being  substantially  unnotkeable  m  the 
iernest  study  area  (or  Inventory  unit)  at  a  whole  by 

•  time  the  Secretary  of  the  Intenor  it  sclteduled  to 

el  hit  recommendallont  on   that  area   lo  the 

siderst.  and  the  operator  will  be  required  to 

turn  in*  Impactt  to  that  ttandard  by  that  data.  If  the 

damaw   study    It    postponed,   the   reclamation 

•dim*    will    be    extended    accordingly.    II    the 

tdernesa   study   it  accelerated,   the  reclamation 

edtine  will  not  be  changed.  A  full  schedule  of 

Idernets    studies    will    be    developed    by    the 

rpartmani    upon    completion    of    the   intensive 

Idamesa  inventory.  In  the  meantime,  in  areas  not 

*  scheduled  tor  wilderness  study,  the  reclamaiion 

.11  be  scheduled  for  completion  within  4  years  alter 

iproval  of  the  protect.  (Obviously,  if  and  when  the 

atrim  Manegerneni  Policy  ceases  to  apply  to  an 

werMory   umi   dropped   from   wilderness  review 

•flowing  a  firal  wilderness  inventory  decision  of  the 

LM  Slate  Director,  the  reclamation  deadline  pre- 

Musty  specified  will  cease  to  apply.)  The  Secretary's 

:hedule    for    transmitting    his    recommendations 

>  the  President  will  not  be  changed  as  a  result  of 

ny  unexpected  inability  to  complete  the  reclamation 

m  the  specified  date,  and  such  inability  will  not 

onstrain    the    Secretary's    recommendation    with 

etpect   to  the  area's  suitability  or  nonsuitabitiiy 

or  preservation  as  wilderness. 

The  reclamation  will,  to  the  extent  practicable,  be 
lone  while  the  activity  is  in  progress.  Reclamation  will 
nclude  the  complete  reconaounng  of  all  cuts  and  f  illt 
io  blend  with  the  natural  topography,  the  replace- 
mam  of  topsoil,  and  the  restoraiion  ot  plant  cover  ai 
lean  to  the  poini  where  natural  succession  is 
'occufrmg.  Plant  cover  will  be  restored  by  means  of 
reseeding  or  replanting,  using  species  previously 
occurring  in  the  area.  If  necessary,  irrigation  will  be 
required.  The  reclamation  schedule  will  be  based  on 
conservative  assumptions  with  regard  io  growing 
conditions,  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  reclamation  will  be 
complete,  and  the  impacts  will  be  substantially 
unnoticeabfe  in  the  area  at  a  whole,  by  the  time  the 
Secretary  it  scheduled  to  send  his  recommendations 
to  the  President.  ("Substantially  unnottceabte"  It 
defined  in  Appendix  F .) 


c    When  the  activity  it  terminated,  and  after  any 
needed  reclamation  it  complete,  the  area's  wilderness 
values  must  not  have  been  degraded  so  lar,  compared 
with  the  area's  values  for  other  purposes,  as  to 
significantly  constrain  the  Secretary's  recommen- 
dation  with   respect   to   the   area's   suitability   or 
nontui  lability  for  preservation  at  wilderness.   The 
wilderness    values    to    be    considered    are    those 
mentioned  In  section  2(c)  of  the  Wilderness  Act, 
including  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  or  lor  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
and   ecological,   geological   or   other   features   of 
scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value. 
X  bw  or  mi  Han  fee  me  telle  idee   The  information 
needed  to  reach  conclusions  on  the  nonimpeirment 
criteria  cited   above  will  be  documented  in  the 
environmental   assessment    (EA)    or   environmental 
impact  suiement  (EIS)  that  is  routinely  prepared  for 
every  proposed  action  on  public  lands.  A  normal  (A 
or  CIS  determines  and  records  whether  the  activity  will 
cause  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the  lands. 
For  lands  under  wilderness  review,  the  EA  or  EIS  for 
the  proposed  action  will  also  address  the  nonimpair- 
ment    standard.    It    will    include    the    following 
information,  most  of  which  it  already  required  by  the 
normal  EA  or  EIS  procedure: 


the    proposal    and    its 


a.  A    description    of 
alternatives,  including: 

—  Purpose  and  need  for  the  action 

—  tieci  location 

—  Access  required,  including  protected  use  and 
location 

—  Design  consideration*  such  at  sin,  color,  and 
materials 

—  Support  facilities  or  structures 

—  Construction  methods.  Including  machinery  or 
vehicle*  to  be  used 

—  Maintenance  schedules  and  procedures 

—  Miles   and/or   acres  of   soil   and   vegetation 

disturbance. 

b.  A  description  of  the  affected  environment, 
considering  both  the  specific  site  and  the  wilderness 
study  area  (or  inventory  unit)  in  its  entirely: 

—  Meaningful  descriptions  of  soils,  erosion 
potential,  vegetation,  reclamation  potential, 
topography  and  climate  including  precipitation 

—  tuning  uses  and  manmade  or  man-caused 
features 

—  Wilderness  characteristics  at  documented  In 
the  intensive  inventory  report 

—  Discussion  of  scenery  characteristics,  vista*,  key 
viewing  areas  and  visitor  use  areas. 

c.  Analysis  of  reclamation: 

—  What  the  particular  reclamation  plan  will 
accomplish 
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racord  acovrtiai  batiavad  Io  ha  In  violation  of  HPMA, 
■action  tt).  within  lh«  WSA  or  inventory  unu.Th.liW 
ihould  contain  lha  following  Information  for  any 
individual  prasoul: 

1.  Tha  WSA  or  invantory  unit  numbar. 

I  A  briaf  daacription  of  lha  action. 

J.  Accural*  map  nouilom  of  th*  propoaal. 

4.  A  datcrlpUon  of  action  tafcan  on  propoaad  and 
authoriiad  anivitlai  laprxorad/diupprovad/pand- 
Uif )  and  on  acllvKiat  caittvad  to  Da  In  violation  of 
■MIA 

1  A  crow,  rararanca  lo  tha  partinant  caaa  fllai  or 
aacalon  documantatton  and  lha  nama  of  uaff 
raambai  handling  tha  cata. 

a.  Conuivafiti  on  pfowami  ancounairad  and  on 
aha  currant  tutua  of  lha  propotal  or  InvatnfatJon. 

duplet  lit.  GuMtMiwi  lor 
Spftcntc  ACOVIDCB 

Th*  |u*d*l*rt*»knrhKchap;ef  ***  an  application  of  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  (IMP)  to  tome  of  the  most 
common  activities  thai  take  place  on  the  public  land*. 
ft.  should  be  recognized  that  factors  other  than  the 
IMP  enter  Into  the  decision*  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Manegerneni  on  specific  projects  and  activities 
—  among  them  the  laws,  policies,  and  regulations 
governing  that  type  of  activity,  and  resource 
managemerst  plans  lor  the  affected  Land 

The  decision*  on  most  of  these  acihritle*  wiH  be  made 
by  MM  field  officials.  These  decisions  will  not  bo  a 
matter  of  simply  approving  or  denying  proposals. 
•LM  lietd  official*  will  assist  applicants  to  find  ways,  if 
possible,  of  achieving  their  goals  by  rnethods  that  are 
comment  wuh  the  Interim  Management  Policy.  To  be 
nam,  activities  thai  cause  major  surface  disturbance 
are  not  likely  to  be  consistent  with  Ihe  IMP,  except  in 
|/arsdt aiher ed  uaes  and  vakd  existing  rights,  tut  many 
activities  can  be  designed  and  carried  out  in  a  manner 
thatdonnotcausesuchnsarOrdWunWsra.andthe.se 
may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  IMf  requirement*. 


Moat  recreation  activities  (including  lishing  and 
huntmg>  are  permitted  on  lands  under  wilderness 
review.  However,  some  activities  may  be  prohibitad 
or  restricted  because  they  require  permanent 
structures  or  because  they  depend  on  cross-country 
we  of  motor  vehicles  (tor  eumpie  pickup  vehicles 
for  balloons  or  sailplanes). 

•LM  w,ii  anafyie  the  magnitude  of  all  proposed 
aahnttet  to  ensure  that  recreation  use  wsll  not  cause 
impacts  that  impair  the  eree't  wilderness  suiiability. 

Mow  recreation  uses  take  place  under  general 
permission  from  the  BLM  rather  than  under  specific 
proyt  ci  applications.  There  is  a  possibility  that  a 
continuing  use  or  an  increasing  use  could  gradually 
cause  Increased  Impacts  and,  over  time.  Impair  the 


a>bly  An  example  rrwghi  be 
erosion  caused  by  increased  off -road  vehicle  travel  on 
iraskv  To  prevent  this  type  of  Impairment  caused  by 


cumulative  impacts,  the  BLM  will  monitor  ongoing 
recreation  uses  and.  if  necessary,  adfusl  the  time. 
location,  or  quantity  of  use,  or  prohibit  that  use  in  the 
impacted  area. 

1.  No  new  permanent  recreational  roads,  time* 
lures,  or  installations  wiH  be  permuted,  except 
structures  or  installations  that  are  the  minimum 
necessary  for  human  health  and  safety  or  the 
minimum  necessary  for  public  enfoyment  of  wilder* 
nets  values.  In  these  cases,  facilities  will  be  installed  so 
that  they  are  substantially  unnotlraable  and  minimize 
surface  disturbance  Temporary  access  routes,  siruc* 
lures,  and  installations  may  be  permitted  if  they  meet 
the  fsonlmpairment  criteria. 

2  Hobby  collecting  of  mineral  specimen*  (rock* 
hounding)  and  vegetative  specimens  may  be  permit- 
ted 

1  Recreational  us*  of  off  -road  vehicles  (OftVs)  may 
be  permitted  on  existing  ways  and  trails  and  within 
"open"  areas  designated  poor  to  approval  of  HPMA 
(October  21 .  1976).  The  KM  wiH  cooperate  with  Oft  V 
organizations  to  achieve  the  teasi  amount  of  new 
Impact  on  lands  under  wilderness  review.  If  impacts 
of  OftVs.  either  on  or  off  existing  ways  and  trails, 
threaten  to  impair  the  area's  wilderness  suitability,  the 
StM  may  close  the  affected  lands  to  the  type  of  ORVs 
causing  the  problem  In  some  cases,  time  or  space 
zoning,  puoV  education,  or  a  rest-rotation  system 
may  make  a  total  closure  unnecessary. 

No  land*  wiil  b*  designated  at  ''closed''  solely  because 
they  are  under  wilderness  review,  but  a1  Increasing 
Impacts  threaten  to  impair  wilderness  suitability,  the 
BLM  will  move  io  control  (nose  impact*  and  may 
designate  the  area  as  "dosed"  to  the  type  of  vehicles 
causing  me  problem,  in  order  to  control  the  impacts. 
The  Bureau  also  has  authority  under  other  programs 
to  regulate  OftV  use  io  minimise  damage  to  wUdbfe 
and  other  resource  values. 

4.  Organised  OftV  events  may  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  areas  under  wilderness  review  on  existing 
ways  and  trails,  so  long  as  the  BLM  has  determined 
mat  such  use  satisfies  the  nrjrtimpet>meni  criteria. 
Participants  and  spectators  using  OftVs  wsH  be 
resinned  to  the  designated  ways  and  tram,  which  will 
be  appropriately  (lagged.  Assembly  areas,  start  or 
finish  lines,  and  gasoline  pit  stops  will  not  be  allowed. 
Care  wtH  be  taken  io  ensure  that  the  event  and  its 
impacts  will  not  cause  degradation  of  the  area's 
wilderness  value*  {including  archecaogscal  and 
paleonioiogtcal  values)  so  far.  compared  with  ihe 
area's  values  for  other  purposes,  as  io  significantly 
constrain  the  Secretary's  recommendation  with 
respect  so  the  area's  suitability  or  rionsuitabiliiy  for 
preservation  as  wilderness, 

•esed  on  past  practice,  it  is  expected  that  OftV  event* 
involving  cfoss-country  travel  |off  existing  ways  and 
tram)  as  pan  of  the  route  would  rarely  satisfy  ih* 
notiimpairment  criteria,  rtowever.  if  the  UM 
determines  that  the  event  can  and  wiH  be  carefufty 
controlled  to  ensure  that  e  luHy  settsfie*  me 
norsimpeirment  criteria,  the  use  of  cross -country 
rouse  segments  may  be  approved.  Participants  and 
spectators    using    OftVs    wiH    be    restricted   SO   the 


—  How  the  process  will  be  implemented  (type  and 
amounts  of  hand  and  machine  work) 

—  Vcfeution  to  be  reestablished 
*  Schedule 

—  Probability  for  success 

—  If  a  reclamation  plan  is  not  available  or  is 
Inadequate,  assess  what  measures  would  be 
needed  io  return  the  disturbed  areat  io  the 

required  reclamation  level. 

d.  Written   assessment   of  cumulative  impacts 
including  the  following: 

—  If  the  project's  impact*  (after  reclamationl  had 
existed  at  the  time  of  intensive  inventory,  would 
those  impactt  have  disqualified  the  area  from 
being  identified  as  a  wilderness  study  areaf 

—  Will  the  addition  of  this  proposal  produce  *n 
aggregate  effect  upon  the  area's  wilderness 
characteristics  and  values  that  would  constrain 
the  Secretary's  recommendation  with  respect  io 
ihe  area's  suitability  or  nonsuitabtlity  for 
preservation  as  wilderness,  considering  the  area 
In  its  expected  condition  at  ihe  time  ihe 
Secretary  tends  hit  rec commendation  to  the 
President  f 

—  For  wilderness  study  areas  that  are  pristine  in 
character,  will  the  addition  of  this  proposal 
itgnilicanily  reduce  the  overall  wilderness 
quality  of  the  WSAf 


•LM  decisions  will  continue  to  be  made  through 
existing  procedures  by  those  officials  having  dele- 
gated authority.  IMP  considerations  will  be  factors  in 
these  decisions,  but  the  decision  authority,  pro- 
cedures and  documentation  will  remain  unchanged 
The  deterrTurvation  as  to  whether  the  project  complies 
with  the  Interim  Management  Policy  must  be 
included  in  any  decision  documents  and  recorded  in 
appropriate  case  files,  as  well  as  in  the  WSA  files 
described  in  section  E,  below.  Appeal  procedures 
remain  the  same  as  provided  by  regulations  governing 
ihe  decision  appeased.  Applicants  who  are  adversely 
affected  by  a  management  decision  within  lands 
under  wilderness  review  will  be  informed  of  appeal 
procedures. 


•LM  will  take  all  actions  necessary  to  ensure  full 
compliance  with  the  Interim  Management  Pokey. 
Every  effort  wilt  be  made  to  obtain  voluntary 
compliance  with  the  Interim  Management  Policy  by 
users  of  the  public  lands.  Where  sucn  efforts  fail.  BLM 
will  promptly  initiate  additional  appropriate  action  to 
achieve  immediate  compliance  with  the  Interim 
Management  Policy 

H  unauthorized  activities  result  in  surface  disturbance 
or  other  degradation  of  the  area's  suitability  lor 
preservation   as    wilderness,    legal   action   will   be 


initiated  as  appropriate  to  obtain  lull  restoration  of 
the  area,  impacts  resulting  from  unauthorized 
activities  will  not  drsqualify  an  atm*  from  WSA  status 

All  action  to  achieve  complsance  with  the  Interim 
Marueement    Policy   will  be  initialed  pursuant  to 

timing  regulations  governing  the  noncomplysna) 
activity. 

in  addition  lo  normal  enforcement  procedures,  the 
following  additional  ueps  must  be  taken  whenever  a 
District  Manager  believes  an  aciiviiy  <s  taking  place  on 
lands  under  wilderness  review  that  is  not  in 
compliance  with  the  Interim  Management  Policy 

1.  Immediately  contact  trie  owner  of  the  operation. 
In  any  manner  that  can  be  verified  with  documenia- 
ncm.  Explain  the  situation  and.  depending  on  the 
situation  or  activity,  seek  the  owner's  assistance  m 
bringing  the  operation  into  compliance  with  the  IMP. 

2.  If  this  approach  does  not  resolve  the  matter, 
notify  the  State  Director  so  that  additional  appropriate 
action  may  be  taken  immediately  io  prevent 
impairment  of  the  area's  wilderness  suitability.  The 
State  Director  will  work  with  the  Regional  Solicitor  to 
Initiate  appropriate  legal  action,  if  necessary.  Send  a 
copy  of  the  case  file  io  the  Director.  Bureau  of  Land 
Management .  for  transmittal  lo  the  Office  of  the 
Solicitor.  Oviuon  of  Energy  and  Resources,  for 
information. 

Criminal  penalties  are  prescribed  lor  prohibited  acts 
under  section  JOJ  of  FLPMA  (4J  USC  17U)  and  under 
the  lollowing  other  law*  and  regulations  relevant  to 
the  Interim  Management  Policy: 

—  Range  Management 

Unauihonzed  grazing  use:  41  CFK  4140.1(b), 
41S0.1.  4170  2,  4210.4.  92)12-1.  9239) 
Wild  Free-Roaming  Hone  and  Burro:  41  Oft 
47M.2;  IB  USC  1401 

—  Timber  Management 

Unauthorized  cutting  of  limber  —  mineral  and 
nonrmneral  lands  and  public  lands  in  Alaska:  4) 
CFR  55ni-K*ll3».  5511.1-4!e).  5511  1-a(l|. 
55112-5,  9219.1-1.  92)9.1-2;  IB  USC  lftS2,  IBS) 

—  Recreation  Management 

Public  property  and  resources:  4)  CFR  53*1  1  -a  , 

8*15 

Public  land  closures:  41  CFR  8)44.2.  9219.2-1  I 

Special  recreation  permits:  4)  CFR  « 172 .0-7 .  IB  ' 

USC  M01.  IB  USC  4«0  l-ee.  IB  USC  sVTO  g-n.  14 

USC  1241-1249 

CHI-road  vehicle  use:  4)  CFR  81*0  0-7 

—  Miner  ah  Management 

Coal  trespass  —  unauthorized  espJorauon:  4) 
CFR  92)9.5;  IB  USC  1BS1 


Th*;  BLM  District  Office  will  maintain  an  indrvsdual  file 
for  each  wilderness  study  area  or  inventory  unit.  In 
addition  to  the  required  inventory  documentation. 
this  hi*  should  be  used  to  record  all  actions  (including 
authorized  access  routes)  that  at*  proposed  or 
authorized  after  the  effective  date  of  this  policy  and  to 
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designated  rouic  and  designated  spectator  /one*. 
which  mil  be  appropriately  Digged.  AnT  impacts 
caused  by  the  event  must  be  reclaimed  as  specified  in 
the  nonimpairment  criteria,  therefore,  the  cross* 
country  route  segment  and  the  spectator  zones  will 
not  be  open  to  recreational  Oft  v  use  except  during 
the  event.  Assembly  areas,  start  or  finish  lines,  and 
gasoline  pti  stops  wilt  not  be  allowed.  Care  will  be 
taken  to  ensure  thai  the  event  and  its  impacts  will  not 
cause  degradation  of  the  area's  wilderness  values 
(including  archeological  and  paleontological  values) 
so  far,  compared  with  the  area's  values  lor  other 
purposes,  as  to  signilicantly  constrain  the  Secretary's 
recommendation  with  respect  to  the  area's  suitability 
or  nomuiiabiliiy  for  preservation  as  wilderness. 

5.  Vehicles  designed  lot  travel  across  snow  or  sand 
dunes  may  be  permitted  cross-country  in  areas 
designated  lor  use  by  snow  or  sand  vehicles.  These 
vehicle*  may  also  be  permitted  on  ensiing  ways  and 
trails  under  the  guidelines  in  sections  1  and  4  above. 

6  facilities  necessary  lor  visitor*'  health  and  safety 
may  be  provided  in  either  of  two  ways-  (a)  permanent 
facilities  that  are  the  minimum  necessary  for  public 
enjoyment  of  wilderness  values  (lor  example:  vault 
toilet*,  water  well  with  hand  pump);  (b)  temporary 
facilities  that  meet  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria  (lor 
example,  portable  toilets).  These  facilities  will  be 
installed  so  that  ihey  are  substantially  unnoticeable 
and  mmimiie  surface  disturbance. 

7  Boating  may  be  permitted  with  or  without 
motors.  The  BLM  does  not  necessarily  have  authority 
over  all  waters  within  the  public  lands,  some  are 
under  jurisdiction  of  the  States.  Therefore,  the 
following  guidelines  apply  only  to  those  waters  on 
which  the  BLM  has  authority  to  regulate  boating 

No  waters  will  be  closed  to  motor  boat*  solely  because 
they  are  in  areas  under  wilderness  review,  but  if 
increasing  impacts  of  boating  (such  as  shore  erosion 
or  water  pollution)  threaten  to  impair  wilderness 
suitability,  the  BLM  may  close  the  affected  waters  to 
motorboats.  In  some  cases,  lime  or  space  zoning  or 
public  education  may  make  a  total  closure  unneces- 
sary. The  Bureau  also  has  authority  under  other 
programs  io  regulate  boating  to  minimize  damage  to 
wildlife  and  other  resource  values. 

River  running,  with  or  without  motors,  may  be 
permitted.  Cumulative  impacts  on  river  campsites  will 
be  monitored  to  prevent  impairment  of  wilderness 
suitability. 

No  permanent  launching  ramps  or  boat  docks  will  be 
built.  A  "brow  log"  may  be  used  to  redut  e  erosion  at 
boat  landings.  Temporary  launching  ramps  and  boat 
docks  may  be  installed  only  if  they  satisfy  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria. 

B.  Environmental  education  and  interpretive  pro- 
grams may  be  conducted  so  long  as  no  permaneni 
facilities  are  required. 

9.  New  trails  for  loot  or  horse  travel  may  be  built,  if 
they  are  the  minimum  necessary  (or  public  enjoyment 
of  wilderness  values  and  are  constructed  in  a  manner 
that  causes  minimal  surface  disturbance  and  ensures 
that  the  trails  blend  into  the  natural  setting.  Motor 


vehicles  will  noi  be  permuted  on  ihe  new  toot  or 
horse  trails. 

10.  Camping  may  be  permuted.  Campsites  for 
primitive  recreation  use  may  be  established  if  ihey  are 
the  minimum  necessary  for  public  enjoyment  ot 
wilderness  values.  Otherwise,  campsites  and  camp- 
grounds may  be  installed  only  if  they  are  temporary 
facilities  that  satisfy  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria- 
Camping  with  recreational  vehicles  may  occur  along 
existing  ways  so  long  as  this  use  satisfies  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria. 

11.  Cross-country  skiing  may  be  permuted.  Down- 
hill (Alpine)  skiing  may  be  permitted  only  if  any 
support  facilities  are  temporary  ones  that  satisfy  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria. 

12.  Aerial. activities  may  be  permitted  so  long  as 
ihey  do  not  require  the  use  of  motorized  vehicles  off 
ways  and  trails  to  retrieve  equipment,  except  in  areas 
designated  as  "open''  before  October  21,  1976. 
Among  these  are  ballooning,  sailplaning,  hang 
gliding,  and  parachuting  (sky  diving). 

13.  Recreational  gold  dredging  and  panning,  when 
conducted  withoul  location  of  a  mining  claim,  may  be 
permuted  so  long  as  it  is  done  in  a  manner  that  satisfies 
the  nonimpairmeni  criteria.  If  the  activity  would  cause 
significant  damage  io  fish  spawning  or  rearing  areas 
lasting  after  ihe  Secretary  is  scheduled  to  send  his 
wilderness  recommendation  on  the  area  to  ihe 
President,  it  will  be  considered  to  impair  wilderness 
suitability,  and  the  activity  will  be  controlled  io 
prevent  such  impacts.  (This  activity  is  so  regulated 
because  it  is  not  done  on  a  mining  claim,  and 
therefore  is  not  covered  by  ihe  exception  lor 
"appropriation  under  the  mining  laws.")  In  locations 
where  gold  dredging  or  panning  was  being  done  as  of 
October  21,  1976,  it  may  qualify  as  a  grandfathered 
use.  (For  further  information  on  grandfathered  uses 
see  Chapter  I.  B  6) 

14  Concessions  will  be  permitted  only  il  the  use 
and  related  facilities  are  temporary  and  satisfy  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria.  Examples  ihat  may  qualify 
include  mobile  refreshment  stands,  river  trip  out- 
fitters, guides,  and  providers  of  pack  animals  and 
saddle  horses. 

I.  Cultural  and  fateonaofofkal  Resources 
Cultural  and  paleontological  resource  inventories, 
studies,  and  research  involving  surface  examination 
or  limned  subsurface  sampling  may  be  permuted. 
Salvage  of  archeological  and  paleoniological  sites, 
rehabilitation,  stabilization,  reconstruction,  and  res- 
toration work  on  historic  structures;  excavation;  and 
extensive  surface  collection  may  be  permitted  il  the 
specific  project  satisfies  ihe  nommpairment  criteria. 
Permaneni  physical  protection,  such  as  fences,  will  be 
limned  to  those  measures  needed  io  protect  high- 
value  resources,  and  will  be  substantially  unnotice- 
able in  the  area  as  a  whole. 

C.  Lands  Actions  -  Ottpoul,  Rhjhh-ot -Way.  Access, 

and  Withdrawals 

1.  Disposal.  With  the  exceptions  provided  below, 
lands  under  wilderness  review  may  noi  be  disposed  ol 
through  any  means,  including  public  sales,  ex- 
changes, patents  under  the  Recreation  and  Public 


Purposes  Act.  color  of  title  classes  land  II,  tales  under 
the  Unintentional  Trespass  Act,  agricultural  leases. 
desert  land  entries  (except  where  a  vested  right  was 
established  prior  to  October  21.  1976),  or  State 
selections.  (Lands  tentaiively  approved  lor  Slate 
selection  in  Alaska  are  exempt  from  wilderness  review 
and  are  not  subjeo  io  the  Interim  Management 
Policy) 

Disposals  ol  the  following  types  may  be  permuted 
under  normal  BLM  procedures:  mining  patents, 
desert  land  entries  m  which  a  vested  right  was 
established  prior  io  October  21,  1976,  exchanges 
approved  prior  to  October  21, 1976,  under  authority 
of  ihe  Taylor  Crazing  Act,  section  6;  and  homestead 
entries  in  which  a  vested  right  was  established  prior  to 
October  21.  1976. 

Disposals  of  the  following  types  may  be  permuted 
only  il  BLM  determines  (hat  the  case  in  question 
satisfies  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria:  temporary  use 
perm. is.  and  leases  under  the  Recreation  and  Public 
Purposes  Act 

Land  exchanges  may  be  made  when  BLM  receives 
lands  wiihin  an  area  under  wilderness  review,  m 
exchange  lor  public  lands  that  are  not  under 
wilderness  review. 

2  Rlghts-of-Way.  Existing  righls-ol-way  may  be 
renewed  il  ihey  are  still  being  used  lor  their 
authorized  purpose.  If  necessary  for  normal,  routine 
maintenance  to  keep  an  existing  pipeline  in  a  safe  and 
reliable  condition,  a  temporary  work  area,  temporary 
access  route,  or  cross-country  use  ol  moior  vehicles 
may  be  permitted  so  long  as  the  activity  is  determined 
io  satisfy  ihe  nonimpairmeni  criteria.  Emergency 
maintenance  or  emergency  repairs  may  be  made  to 
protect  human  health  and  saleiy  or  to  protect 
wilderness  values,  even  if  the  activity  impairs 
wilderness  suitability;  m  such  cases,  the  policy  on 
emergencies,  set  forth  in  Chapier  I.  B.  11,  musi  be 
complied  with. 

New  rights-of-way  may  be  approved  only  for 
temporary  uses  ihat  satisfy  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria 

1.  tlght-of-  Way  Corridor*.  Right-of-way  corridors 
may  be  designated  on  lands  under  wilderness  review. 
However,  this  will  in  no  way  interfere  with  ihe 
wilderness  review.  No  new  rights-of-way  or  expan- 
uons  of  existing  rights-of-way  will  be  approved  except 
under  ihe  criteria  in  paragraph  2  above.  A  right-of- 
way  corridor  is  not  an  authorization,  but  a  planning 
tool.  The  need  for  actual  rights-of-way  wiihin  a 
designated  corridor  will  be  considered  during  the 
wilderness  siudy.  but  any  recommended  rights-of- 
way  inconsistent  with  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria  will 
not  be  approved  unless  Congress  decides  not  to 
designate  tne  area  as  wilderness 

4.  Access  to  Mining  Claims  and  Non-federal  land'. 
Construction  of  permaneni  access  routes  will  not  be 
approved  on  lands  under  wilderness  review,  except  in 
two  conditions:  (a)  when  such  access  qualities  as  pan 
ol  the  same  manner  and  degree  of  grandfathered 
mineral  uses  and  ihere  is  no  reasonable,  less 
impairing,  alternative  access  available,  and  (b)  when 


necessary  lor  operations  on  mining  claims  thai  had  a 
valid  discovery  prior  io  October  21.  1976,  under 
criteria  described  in  section  |  of  this  chapier,  and 
ihere  is  no  reasonable,  less  impairing,  alternative 
access  available  Temporary  access  routes  may  be 
approved  only  il  they  satisfy  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria  The  BLM  will  cooperate  with  applicants  to 
identity  teasonable  alternative  routes  or  means  of 
access  Access  by  use  ol  existing  ways  and  trail*,  by  air 
or  waier.by  horse  or  pack  train,  or  on  foot  are  among 
the  available  methods  thai  probably  would  satisfy  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria  II  the  access  constraints  are 
unsatisfactory  to  the  legal  owners  of  properly  to 
which  access  is  being  sought,  ihe  BLM  may  consider 
acquiring  the  property  either  through  exchange  of 
lands  or  through  some  other  agreeable  method  ol 
acquisition. 

S.  Withdrawals.  Existing  withdrawals  for  military 
purposes  or  for  specific  purposes  of  agencies  other 
than  the  BLM  may  be  renewed  if  (he  withdrawal  it  mil 
serving  its  purpose.  No  new  withdrawals  may  be  made 
lor  such  purposes,  except  temporary  withdrawals  (hat 
satisfy  the  nomimpairment  criteria, 

Withdrawals  transferring  land  to  the  US  fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  U.S.  forest  Service,  or  National  Park 
Service  may  be  approved  if  the  land  it  part  of  an 
already-designated  unit  ol  the  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System  or  it  part  of  a  wilderness  sludy 
area  mandated  by  Act  of  Congress. 


'  Access  so  Stale  School  Unit.  The  law  it  not  entirely  clear  on 
ihe  ciieni  io  which  a  State  (or  m  permittees  or  letteet)  has  a 
right  of  access  to  State  school  truti  lands  which  are  entirely 
surrounded  by  public  lands.  A  federal  dinner  court  in  Utah 
hat  rccemly  held  that  ihe  State  hat  a  right  of  access  which 
it  lubieci  to  regulation  by  BLM  so  king  at  ihe  State  may 
reasonably  develop  live  State  lands  economically  to  fulfill  the 
purpose  ol  the  State  school  land  grant  Appeal  of  thu 
decmon  is  now  under  contiderarion  by  ihe  Solicitor  General 
ol  the  United  States  Moreover,  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  it  preparing  an  opinion,  at  the  request  of  me 
U  V  Forest  ServKe.  on  the  right  ol  access  a  Stale  or  private 
landowner  hat  acrott  national  forest  Undt.  and  the  Attorney 
Ceneral't  opinion  obviously  may  have  implications  lor  the 
glM  m  the  management  of  Hi  lands,  finally,  the  Supreme 
Court  has  under  consideration  istuet  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  State  tchooi  land  grant,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  retpeci  to  those  grantt. 

Because  ol  the  pendency  of  all  these  maitert.  the  potmen 
eiprettedin  this  interim  Management  Policy  may  be  subject 
to  change,  based  on  lurther  guidance  the  Oepanment  of  the 
Interior  may  receive  Irom  the  Oepanment  of  lutuce  or  the 
courts  it  teems  likely,  however,  that  no  matter  how  these 
issues  are  ultimately  resolved,  the  BLM  hat  authority  to 
control  ihe  method  and  route  of  access,  if  reasonable 
alternative  methods  and  routet  ol  access  arc  available  that 
would  not  impair  an  area's  suitability  for  preservation  at 
witdcrnett.  and  therefore  can  exercise  such  regulatory 
aulhortiy  to  prevent  impairment  of  4n  area'*  wilderness 
Mutability  final  guidance  will  be  issued  by  the  ILM  at  a  latei 
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Withdrawals  for  purposes  of  resource  protection  may 
be  made  (except  withdrawals  from  appropriation 
under  the  mining  laws  in  order  to  preserve  wilderness 
character!,  to  long  as  ihe  intended  use  satisfies  the 
nonimpairmeni  criteria. 


Those  Oregon  and  California  Cram  (O  4  C)  lands  that 
art  managed  for  permanent  forest  production  (l.e., 
commercial  timber  production)  are  exempt  from 
wilderness  review,  and  therefore  from  the  interim 
Management  Policy. 

Commercial  timber  harvest  is  not  permuted  on  land* 
under  wilderness  review,  except  where  an  existing 
contract,  permit,  lease,  or  license  for  timber  harvest 
issued  prior  to  October  21. 197%.  cannot  be  modified 
to  comply  with  the  nommpairment  criteria.  The  BLM 
will  reevaluate  all  such  instruments  to  determine 
whether  their  terms  permit  BLM  to  revoke,  cancel,  or 
modify  them  to  at  to  satisfy  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria. 

Ckearcuts,  selective  cuts,  thinning,  and  stand  conver- 
sion will  not  be  permitted.  Pruning,  site  preparation, 
and  reforestation  will  be  permitted  only  in  cases  that 
satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria.  Reforestation 
using  native  species  may  be  done  following  fire  or 
other  natural  disaster  if  natural  seeding  is  noi 
adequate. 

Salvage  logging  after  natural  disaster  may  be 
permuted  <f  this  can  be  done  through  nonimpatnng 
methods,  such  as  use  of  existing  access  routes  or 
temporary  access  routes  that  satisfy  the  nommpair- 
ment criteria  Motorized  wheeled  Of  track-laying 
logging  equipment  may  be  used  in  the  area  of  salvage 
operations  rf  the  activity  satisfies  the  nonimpairmeni 
criteria. 

Trees  may  be  cut  when  necessary  as  part  of  a  mining 
operation  on  a  pre-flPMA  claim  with  a  valid  pre- 
f  IPMA  discovery,  or  when  the  BLM  has  determined 
that  this  is  necessary  for  insect  and  disease  control  or 
in  emergencies  such  as  fire. 

Tree  improvement  (genetic  selection  and  poilma- 
(ton),  seed  collection  (climbing  and  squirrel  cache), 
and  pine  nut  gathering  may  be  permitted.  Insect  and 
disease  control  by  chemical  means  may  be  permitted 
if  applied  io  individual  trees  or  areas  up  to  i  acres,  or 
to  larger  areas  under  emergency  conditions  when 
there  is  no  effective  alternative 

Domestic  firewood  gathering ,  conducted  under  BLM 
permits .  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in  areas  where  it 
was  being  done  before  October  21.  1976  (including 
cross-country  use  of  motor  vehicles),  only  so  long  as 
it  satisfies  the  nommpairment  criteria. 


Hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping  are  permitted  on  lands 
under  wilderness  review,  under  State  regulations  The 
■UM  will  continue  to  cooperate  with  State  wildlife 
the   management   of   resident   wildlife 


species  in  accordance  with  established  policies  and 
procedures. 

Slocking  of  wildlife  and  fish  species  native  to  North 
America  may  be  permuted.  Species  such  as  thechukar 
partridge  and  brown  trout,  which  are  not  native  to 
North  America  but  are  now  widely  established  tn  the 
West  and  elsewhere,  may  also  be  introduced.  Where 
exotics  were  being  stocked  before  October  21. 1976, 
the  stocking  may  continue. 

introduction  of  threatened,  endangered,  or  sensitive 
species  native  to  North  America  may  be  allowed.  If 
necessary,  enclosures  and  related  facilities  may  be 
built,  so  long  as  they  satisfy  the  nonimpairment 
criteria. 

Vegetative  manipulation  by  chemical,  mechanical,  or 
biological  means  will  not  be  permitted,  except  to 
ma.ntam  plantings  or  seeding*  established  before 
October  21.  1976.  Prescribed  burning  may  alto  be 
done  where  it  is  required  to  maintain  the  natural 
condition  of  fire-dependent  ecosystems.  Hand  or 
aerial  seeding  of  native  species  may  be  done  to  restore 
natural  vegetation. 

State  and  Federal  agencies  may  use  temporary 
enclosures  and  facilities  to  trap  or  transplant  wildlife 
so  long  as  the  nonimpairmeni  criteria  are  met.  Certain 
permanent  installations  may  be  permuted  io  maintain 
or  Improve  conditions  for  wildlife  and  fish,  if  ihe 
benefiting  species  enhance  wilderness  values.  Instal- 
lations io  protect  sources  of  water  on  which  native 
wildlife  depend,  such  as  exclosures.  may  be  built  for 
permanent  use  if  they  are  substantially  unnoticeable 
in  the  area  at  a  whole  and  blend  into  the  natural 
setting.  Springs,  weirs,  and  guuters  may  be  main- 
tained, and  new  ones  may  be  installed  if  they  are 
substantially  unnoticeable  in  the  ana  and  would  not 
require  maintenance  involving  motor  vehicles  il  the 
area  were  designated  as  wilderness.  (However,  motor 
vehicles  may  be  used  to  install  and  maintain  these 
lacilities  while  the  area  is  under  wilderness  review,  as 
is  discussed  below)  Construction  activities  must 
satisfy  ihe  nonimpairment  criteria 

Fisheries  enhancement  activities  may  be  permitted  as 
long  as  their  purpose  rs  to  protect  natural  conditions 
and  to  restore  deteriorated  habitat,  and  so  long  at 
ihey  are  substantially  unnoticeable  in  the  area  as  a 
whole.  Fish  traps,  fish  ladders,  stream  barriers, 
sediment  control  projects,  and  aerial  stocking  are 
among  ihese  permitted  activities  Any  new  structures 
must  not  require  maintenance  by  motor  vehicles  il  the 
area  is  designated  as  wilderness.  Construction 
activities  must  satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria 

Helicopters  may  be  used  in  fisheries  and  wildlife 
enhancement  protects  and  in  enforcement  of  fish  and 
wildlife  laws.  Under  the  policy  set  lorth  in  Chapter  I.  B. 
10  of  this  document,  the  BLM  may  authorize  State  or 
local  law  enforcement  officers  to  use  patrol  vehicles 
cross-country  when  necessary  io  protect  the  lands 
and  their  resources. 

Motor  vehicles  may  also  be  used  cross-country  io 
build  or  maintain  structures  and  installations  author- 
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tzed  under  the  above  guidelines,  and  temporary 
access  routes  may  be  built  for  this  purpose  so  long  as 
they  satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria. 

Animal  damage  control  activities  directed  at  individ- 
ual offending  animals,  and  not  indiscriminate  control 
of  populations,  may  be  permuted,  so  long  at  this  will 
not  leopardize  the  continued  pretence  of  any  species 
in  the  area. 
f.  Hre  Management 

BLM  will  continue  all  presuppression,  suppression, 
and  post -suppression  fire  activities  under  current 
methods  o'  operation,  using  caution  to  avoid 
unnecessary  impairment  of  an  area's  suitability  lor 
preservation  as  wilderness,  until  new  fire  manage- 
ment plans  are  developed  for  specific  wilderness 
sludy  areas.  These  new  fire  management  plans, 
including  prescribed  burning  and  control  of  wild  fire, 
will  be  developed  promptly.  Management  objectives 
lor  ihe  area  must  take  into  account  ihe  existing 
wilderness  characteristics  of  the  area,  the  need  to 
prevent  actions  that  would  impair  ihe  suitability  of  the 
area  for  designation  at  wildernest,  historic  lire 
occurrence,  natural  role  of  fire,  proposed  degree  of 
suppression,  expected  fire  behavior,  acceptable 
suppression  techniques,  adequate  buffer  zones, 
smoke  management,  el  feet  on  private  or  other  agency 
inhotdingt  and  on  adjacent  landowner.,  ihe  limns  of 
acceptable  fire  weather,  fire  behavior,  tire effecit. and 
the  accest  requirements  of  other  agencies  Emer- 
gency fire  rehabilitation  measures  will  continue  to  be 
carried  out  under  guidelines  in  Manual  Section  7441 
and  Departmental  Manual  Pan  910. 

To  hold  lire  to  the  desired  level,  fire  management 
plans  will  rely  on  (1)  the  most  effective  methods  of 
suppression  that  are  lean  damaging  to  wildernest 
values,  other  resources,  and  the  environment,  while 
requiring  the  least  expenditure  of  public  funds  to 
rehabilitate  the  area,  (2)  an  aggressive  fire  prevention 
program;  and  (J)  an  integrated  cooperative  suppres- 
sion program  by  agencies  of  ihe  Department  among 
themselves  or  with  other  qualified  suppression 
organizations  Present  suppression  methods  may  be 
used,  including  use  of  tool  caches,  aircraft,  motor- 
boats,  and  motorized  fire-fighting  equipment  Exist- 
ing fire  lookout  towers  and  helispois  may  be  used  and 
maintained;  new  ones  may  be  approved  as  pan  of  the 
fire  management  plan  il  they  are  the  minimum 
necessary  for  fire  suppression  in  the  wilderness  study 
area. 

Land  treatments  (e.g..  trenching,  ripping,  pining 
terracing,  plowing)  will  not  be  permitted  on  lands 
under  wilderness  review.  Vegetative  manipulation  by 
chemical,  mechanical,  or  biological  means  will  not  be 
permuted  except  (1)  plantings  or  seedings  estab- 
lished before  October  21.  1976,  may  be  maintained, 
but  not  expanded,  and  (2)  such  activities  may  be 
approved  il  they  qualify  under  the  "mann*t  and 
degree"  provision  lor  grandfathered  grazing  uses  (see 
section  H,  belnwi.  (There  it  also  a  provision  lor 
vegetative    manipulation    for    invect    and    disease 


control,  in  section  H.  4(e)  ot  this  chapter )  Hand  or 
aerial  seeding  of  nauve  species  may  be  done  to  restore 
natural  vegetation  Structural  and  simitar  watershed 
rehabilitation  measures  will  be  permuted  only  if  ihey 
satisfy  ihe  nonimpairment  criteria. 

Permaneni  snow  gauges,  air  quality  monitoring 
instruments,  water  quantity  and  quality  measuring 
instruments,  and  hydrometeorologic  devices  may  be 
established  if  these  are  the  minimum  necessary  for 
determination  of  real  or  potential  threats  to  human 
health,  safety,  or  property  and  if  they  are  substantially 
unnoticeable  in  ihe  area.  These  must,  however,  use 
miniaturized  equipment,  be  adequately  camou- 
flaged, and  must  not  require  access  by  motor  vehicle  il 
the  area  were  designated  as  wildernest.  Temporary 
monitoring  devices  for  ihe  tame  purposes  may  be 
installed  without  the  above  restrictions  on  use  of 
motor  vehicles  il  ihey  satisfy  the  nonimpairment 
criteria. 

Watershed  rehabilitation  work  required  by  emer- 
gency conditions  caused  by  lire.  Hood,  norms 
biological  phenomena,  landslides,  or  fumei  may 
involve  any  treatments  needed  but  must  be 
conducted  to  the  extern  feasible  in  a  manner  that  will 
not  impair  wilderness  suitability.  For  example,  the 
rehabilitation  work  will  use  the  method*  least 
damaging  to  the  wilderness  resource.  To  the  extent 
feasible  reseedtng  and  planting  under  emergency 
conditions  will  utilize  species  native  to  the  area  and 
will  avoid  cross-country  use  ol  motorized  equipment 
Seedings  and  plantings  will  be  staggered  or  irregular, 
to  at  to  avoid  a  straight-line  plantation  appearance 
Any  unavoidable  impacts  which  cannot  be  reclaimed 
by  the  time  specified  under  the  nonimpairment 
criteria  must  receive  intenuve  reclamation  efforts  to 
achieve  lull  reclamation  at  soon  as  possible 

Rehabilitation  project*  will  be  documented  according 
io  standard  BLM  procedures. 


1.  General  In  some  respects  rangeiand  manage- 
ment activities  are  less  restricted  by  the  Interim 
Management  Policy  than  other  activities.  This  is  partly 
because  livestock  grazing,  at  appropriate  stocking 
levels,  m  itsell,  is  compatible  with  maintaining 
wilderness  suitability,  it  is  partly  because  most  grazing 
operations  on  the  public  lands  quality  as  grand- 
fathered uses;  and  it  is  partly  because  some  range 
improvements  enhance  wilderness  values  by  better 
protecting  the  rangeiand  in  a  natural  condition 

Some  of  the  rangeiand  management  activities  involve 
a  distinction  between  grazing  uses  that  are  "grand- 
fathered" by  section  60J(c)  of  FLPMA  and  those  thai 
are  not.  The  criteria  for  these  two  categories  loilow: 

a-  Grandfathered  grazing  use  is  ihat  grazing 
authorized  and  used  during  the  1976  grazing  fee  year, 
including  areas  that  were  in  the  "rest"  cycle  of  a 
grazing  system 

b.  Non -grandfathered  grazing  use  is  any  grazing 
thai  was  not  authorized  and  used  during  the  1976 
grazing  fee  year 
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I  - 

a.  Omi|ii  m  Grufng.  In  both  grandfathered 
id  non-g rartdlathered  grazing,  changes  in  number 
id  kind  of  Hyeuock  or  period  of  use  miy  be 
rr mined.  so  long  at  (1)  the  changes  do  not  cium 
tctining  condition  or  trend  of  the  vegetation  or  toil, 
id  (2)  the  change*  do  not  cause  unnecessary  or 
tdue  degradation  of  the  land*. 

6.  PminBais  of  LMnecema/y  or  Undue  Oef •»- 
■Man.  The  grandlather  clauie  doe*  not  freeze 
'and* athered  grazing  use*  at  the  tame  level  at  eiltted 
n  October  21, 197ft.  The  mandate,  in  tection  603(c), 
i  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the 
,nd*  explicitly  applies  to  grandfathered  utet.  Thut, 
ve  grandfather  provition  will  not  prevent  implemen- 
uion  of  reduction!  in  authorized  ute  adopted  In 
llotment  management  plant. 

c.  Graamg  $y*eama.  Crazing  system*  in  operation 
uring  the  1976  grazing  fee  year  may  continue  to  be 
ted  and  maintained;  any  new  range  improvement! 
tutt  utltfy  the  guideline!  for  range  improvement!  in 
action  3.  below.  New  grazing  sytiemt  may  be 
ttablithcd  at  long  at  the  new  range  improvement! 
eeded  to  implement  the  system  are  permtttible 
mder  the  guideline!  in  tection  3. 

d.  Motor  Vehicle*.  Motorized  acceu  on  cutting 
ccets  routet  may  be  permuted  Crow-country 
notorized  accet!  may  be  authorized  along  route* 
pacified  by  the  BLM  if  it  utisflet  the  nonimpairment 
ntena.  including  reclamation  requirement!;  no 
[rading  or  blading  will  be  permitled.  Temporary 
oadi  may  be  built  if  the  BLM  ha*  determined  that 
hey  unify  the  nonimpairment  criteria. 

3.  Range  Improvement-  Thit  tection  *ett  forth  the 
general  criteria  that  will  govern  the  ute,  maintenance. 
ind  initallation  of  range  improvement!.  The  follow- 
ing tection  4  thow*  now  the*e  criteria  will  affect 
certain  tpeciflc  type*  of  improvement*. 

a.  Pre-flfMA  tang*  smnxoiamanf*.  Range 
Improvementt  aiittlng  or  under  conttruction  on 
October  21.  1B76,  may  continue  to  be  uted  and 
malnuined. 

b.  New.  Or  xisswimxi  ad  Range  tmproiamawte.  In 
a  grandfathered  grazing  operation,  if  a  permit 
between  the  ILM  and  the  grazing  opcraior,  Ittued 
before  October  21. 1976,  provided  for  initallation  by 
the  operator  of  a  teriet  or  tyttem  of  improvement* 

,  and  pari  of  that  teriet  or  tyttem  had  been  mitalled 
,  before  that  date,  the  remaining  improvement!  of  the 
ume  kind  may  be  installed. 

C.  New.  Temporary  Rang*  Imeeotement*.  Tern- 
porary  range  improvement*  may  be  installed  if  they 
i  taiitfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria. 

d.  New,  Permanent  Range  Improvement*.  New, 
permanent  range  improvement!  not  permissible 
under  (b)  above  may  be  approved  for  the  purpose  of 
enhancing  wilderne**  value*  by  better  protecting  the 
rangeland  in  a  nafura/  condition.  In  luch  ca»e*  they 
mutt  meet  all  of  the  following  criteria: 

—  they  would  not  require  motorized  acceu  if  the 
area  were  detignated  a*  wilderne**; 

—  the  improvement*  are  lubttaniially  unnotice- 


abfe  in  the  wilder  nets  ttudy  area  (or  inventory 
unit)  a!  a  whole; 

—  after  any  needed  reclamation  ti  complete,  the 

area'!  wilderne*!  values  muit  not  have  been 

degraded  to  far.  compared  with  the  area'i 

value*  for  other  purpose*,  ai  to  lignificantly 

conttrain  the  Secretary'*  recommendation  with 

re*pect  to  the  area'i  suitability  or  nomuitabillty 

for  pre*ervation  ai  wilderne*!. 

For  conttruction  of  approved  range  improvementt, 

croti -country  use  of  motor  vehicle*  or  construction  of 

temporary  acceu  route!  may  be  approved  if  BLM  hai 

determined   that   they   unify   the   nonimpairment 

criteria. 

*    specific  i^jsoeonev  to*  *aavge  i^av/ove^Berwj. 

a.  Saeamg.  In  both  grandfathered  and  non- 
grandfathered  grazing  operations,  salting  practice* 
may  be  continued.  New  tailing  locations  may  be 
established  to  improve  the  distribution  ol  grazing  use 
so  long  as  motorized  acceu  is  on  exitting  ways  and 
trails  or  is  cross-country  access  determined  by  the 
BIM  to  satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria. 

b.  fcapteementaJ  f  eeoang.  Supplemental  feeding 
may  be  continued  In  grandfathered  grazing  opera* 
ttom  if  it  wai  pan  of  the  operation  in  the  1976  grazing 
fee  year.  Otherwise,  in  both  grandfathered  and  non- 
grandfathered  grazing,  supplemental  feeding  may  be 
done  in  cases  where  BLM  has  determined  that  it 
utisfies  the  nonimpairment  criteria  and  under 
emergency  conditions,  such  ai  unexpected  heavy 
snowfall. 

c.  Fence*.  In  both  grandfathered  and  non- 
grandtathered  grazing,  new.  permanent  fence!  may 
be  built  and  maintained  if  the  BLM  determine*  that 
they  are  needed  to  better  protect  the  rangeland  in  a 
natural  condition.  Barbed  wire  *nd  wood  or  iteet 
fence  pom  may  be  used;  the  fence  will  be  designed  to 
blend  with  the  landscape  and  topography,  and  must 
meet  the  criteria  in  section  3  (d)  above. 

d.  Water  Lsesesrjpment*.  In  both  grandfathered 
and  non  •grandfathered  grazing,  new,  permanent 
water  development*  will  be  limned  as  follow*,  and 
mutt  meet  the  cnteria  in  section  3  Id)  above: 

—  Springs  may  be  developed  so  long  as  the  water 
trough  blends  into  the  surrounding  landscape, 
and  the  pipeline  area  is  put  back  to  original 
contour,  and  plant  cover  restored  as  specif  led  In 
the  nonimpairment  criteria. 

—  Reservoirs,  pits,  and  Charcot  may  be  developed 
if  they  are  designed  and  constructed  to  blend 
into  the  surrounding  landscape.  They  should  be 
no  larger  than  necessary,  and  not  to  eiceed  10 
acre  feet  in  storage  capacity.  Borrow  areas  for 
fills  will  be  from  the  impoundment  area  or 
within  the  high-water  area. 

e.  Vegeue^Msevipufitlow  Thu  include*  chem- 
ical.  mechanical,  and  biological  method*.  In  grand- 
fathered grazing  operation!,  if  vegetative  manipula- 
tion had  been  done  on  the  allotment  before  October 
21,  1976,  and  iti  impact!  were  noticeable  to  the 


average  visitor  on  that  date,  the  improvement  may  be 
maintained  by  applying  the  tame  treatment  again  on 
the  'and  previously  treated.  Otherwise,  vegetative 
manipulation  may  be  used  only  for  control  of  tmall 
areat  of  poitonou*  plant*  or  in  emergenciet  lor 
control  of  insects  and  disease  when  there  n  no 
effective  alternative.  Limned  exception*  are  specified 


—  Prescribed  burning  may  also  be  used  where 
necessary  to  maintain  fire-dependent  natural 
ecosystem*. 

—  Reseeding  may  also  be  done  by  hand  or  aerial 
methods  to  restore  natural  vegetation.  (There  i* 
alio  a  provision  for  reseeding  in  emergency 
rehabilitation  protects,  described  in  section  G 
of  this  chapter.) 

S.  VYIM  Horse  and  Burro  Manege  me  nt  Temporary 
facilities  for  management  of  wild  horses  and  burro* 
may  be  installed  if  .they  tatitfy  the  nonimpairment 
criteria  The  above  guideline*  for  grazing  pracitce* 
and  range  improvement*  will  also  apply  to  wild  hone 
and  burro  management,  where  appropriate. 


An  undemanding  of  several  concepts  is  necessary 
before  reading  the  following  text  on  mining  and 
mineral  leasing  operation*.  In  Chapter  I  we  have 
explained  the  meaning  of  the  "grandfather"  concept, 
"manner  and  degree, '  ''nonimpairment,"  and  "valid 
existing  right*."  definition* of  "unneceuary  or  undue 
degradation"  and  "tubuantlally  unnoticeabfe"  ap- 
pear In  Appendix  f 

The  meaning  and  intent  of  these  key  term*  will  guide 
the  mineral*  management  in  wildefnew  study  areas 
during  the  study  period.  Once  the  wilderness  study  Is 
completed  and  If  *n  area  is  designated  by  Congreu  as 
wilderness,  minerals  management  will  then  be 
directed  by  section  4(d)  of  the  Wilder  ne*t  Act  of  1964, 
unlets  the  term*  of  particular  lea*e»  allow  for  greater 
regulation  than  the  wilderness  Act,  or  unlet* 
Congreu  provide*  otherwise. 

All  mineral  activities  that  were  existing  on  October  21 , 
1976,  may  continue  In  the  same  manner  and  degree  in 
which  they  were  being  conducted  on  Oaober  21, 
1976,  even  if  they  would  impair  wilderness  suitability. 
The*c  act i vines  fall  within  the  grandfather  concept  as 
discussed  in  Chapter  I.  8  6.  They  will,  however,  be 
regulated  to  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degrada- 
tion of  the  land*. 

On  pre-FLPMA  oil  and  gas,  geothermal,  and  coal 
leases  which  had  no  surface-disturbing  impacts  as  of 
October  21,  1976,  if  proposed  activities  are  denied 
because  they  cannot  meet  the  nonimpairment 
criteria,  the  lessee  ha*  the  right  to  request  a 
suspension  of  operation.  The  policy  on  lease 
suspension  is  explained  more  fully  in  section  1  (d). 
below 

Valid  existing  rights  of  mining  claimants  will  be 
recognized.  For  a  claim  to  qualify  a*  a  valid  exiuing 
right,  a  "discovery"  of  a  valuable  mineral,  the  test  of 


■vh.ch  hat  been  accepted  in  case  law  as  the  "prudent 
man  test."  must  be  demonstrated  Activities  under 
valid  existing  rights  may  impair  wilderneu  suitability, 
but  they  will  be  regulated  to  prevem  unneceiury  or 
undue  degradation  of  the  Lands 

All  lease*  iuued  on  or  before  October  21. 1976,  have 
valid  cutting  rights,  the  extent  of  which  it  defined  by 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  each  specific  lease  For 
the  majcx ity  of  pre-FLPMA  lease*  the  teate  nghu  are 
not  absolute  nor  unqualified.  In  other  word*,  if  there 
were  no  pre-f  LPM  a  grandfathered  activities.  post- 
FLPMA  operation!  would  not  be  allowed  If  they 
would  impair  wilderneu  *uitability. 

Activities  proposed  under  leases,  per  mm  and  mining 
claim*  which  are  not  covered  by  the  grandfather  or 
valid  existing  njht*  provisions  will  be  subject  to  the 
nonimpairment  criteria  as  described  at  the  beginning 
of  Chapter  III. 

1.  OR  and  Gaa  and  Ciemarmxf  lining. 


a.  Pre-r-LPMA  Imn  AH  pre-FLPMA  eases  on 
which  actual  pre-FLPMA  physical  impact*  had  been 
created  through  such  activities  a*  scrsmtc.  thermal 
gradient  or  other  exploration  drilling,  production 
drilling,  or  construction  of  production-reiated  facil- 
ities, are  grandfathered.  Operations  on  these  lease* 
may  continue  even  if  impairing,  so  long  as  they  do  not 
exceed  manner  and  degree  at  defined  in  the 
grandfather  concept  As  explained  in  Chapter  I.  8  6, 
this  may  mean  that  pre-FLPMA  activities  which  began 
outside  the  boundary  of  a  wilderness  study  area  may 
be  continued  by  that  lessee  onto  the  same  or  other 
leases  held  by  that  lessee  in  an  ad|acent  wilderneu 
study  area,  as  long  as  the  activity  follows  the  logical 
pace  and  progression  of  development  and  the 
impacts  are  not  of  a  significantly  different  kind. 

Activities  on  pre-FLPMA  leases  on  which  there  were 
no  pre-FLPMA  impacts  will  be  allowed  if  the  BLM 
determines  that  the  impacts  utlsfy  the  nonimpair- 
ment criteria.  If  proposed  activities  are  denied 
because  they  cannot  vainly  the  nonimpairment 
criteria,  the  lessee  has  the  right  to  request  a 
suspension  of  operation.  The  policy  on  lease 
suspension  is  explained  more  fully  in  section  (d), 
below. 

b.  Pora-HPMA  Leeae*  leaved  Prior  to  me 
lemanri  of  me  mtersm  Management  PotVy.  Regard- 
leu  of  the  conditioni  and  term*  under  which  these 
lease*  were  iuued,  there  are  no  grandfathered  use* 
inherent  in  post-FLPMA  lease*.  Activities  on  poat- 
FLPMA  leases  will  be  subject  to  a  special  wilderneu 
protection  stipulation  as  stated  in  Appendix  A.  If  there 
is  already  production  on  any  lease  issued  in  this 
period.  It  would  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  least 
impairing  manner.  Increase*  in  production  or 
production  facllitie*  would  not  be  allowed  if  the 
resultant  impacts  would  further  impair. 

C  New  Intel  New  waves  may  be  iuued 
provided  the  special  stipulation  (Appendix  A)  r* 
attached  Activities  may  occur  under  these  leases  so 
long  as  the  BLM  determine*  that  they  *att*fy  the 
nonimpairment  criteria 
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n  of  Usee  Terms  -  OR  and  Gas  and 
i  The  Secretary  of  the  interior  has  the 
discretionary  authority  to  direct  or  assent  to  a 
■uspenuon  of  the  operating  and  producing  require- 
ments of  an  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  resources  lease 
II  it  it  in  the  intere*t  of  conservation  to  do  to  and  when 
the  specific  circumstance*  involved  warrant  such  an 
action. 

When  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  (CS)  notifie*  a 
proponent  that  an  application  to  conduct  operation* 
k  being  denied  because  of  the  prospect  for 
Impairment  of  wilderneu  suitability  of  an  area  under 
study  or  review  as  to  us  potential  for  ttudy,  it  should 
advise  the  proponent  of  the  right  to  (1)  appeal  that 
denial,  (2)  request  a  suspension  of  operation,  and  (3) 
take  such  other  actions  as  are  deemed  appropriate  to 
protect  the  rights  granted  by  the  lease.  It  n  not 
appropriate  for  the  CS  or  BLM  to  speculate  a*  to  the 
potential  for  suspension  since  the  specific  circum- 
stances involved  in  each  case  will  be  determining 
lactors  In  any  decision.  However,  if  the  lessee*  who 
are  denied  the  right  to  conduct  operations  because  of 
conflicts  with  wilderneu  review  *n  to  be  given  a 
reasonable  opportunity  to  preserve  their  leases,  it  Is 
Imperative  that  these  potential  conflicts  be  identified 
as  promptly  as  possible  during  the  review  of  requests 
for  a  preliminary  environmental  review,  applications 
to  conduct  operations,  and  plans  of  operation,  and 
that  any  written  recommendation  for  denial  be 
provided  promptly  to  the  CS  to  that  it  may  in  turn 
promptly  notify  the  lessee. 

For  leaves  not  encumbered  with  wilderne**  protec- 
tion or  no-surf  ace-occupancy  ttipulaiiont  and  on 
which  an  application  for  an  otherwise  acceptable  plan 
of  operation*  was  denied  for  wilderneu  or  endan- 
gered species  consideration!,  the  Secretary  hai 
established  a  policy  of  auentlng  to  a  suspension  of 
operation  or  production  for  the  time  necessary  to 
complete  neceuary  studies  and  consultations  and,  if 
applicable,  for  a  decision  on  wilderneu  status  to  be 
made.  The  ume  policy  would  apply  m  cases  where  a 
discovery  of  oil  and/or  gas  has  been  made  in  a 
nonimpairing  manner  on  a  leasehold  encumbered 
with  a  wilderness  protection  stipulation  and  for  which 
an  otherwise  acceptable  plan  of  development  and 
production  operations  has  been  denied  because  it 
would  impair  suitability  for  wilderneu. 

On  the  other  hand.  In  instances  where  a  lease  it 
encumbered  by  a  wilderneu  protection  or  no- 
surface-occupancy  stipulation  and  there  has  been  no 
discovery  and  a  lessee's  request  for  application  for 
permit  to  drill  has  been  denied,  the  Secretary's  peaky 
generally  hat  been  and  wilt  be  to  not  grant  relief  from 
the  terms  of  the  stipulation  by  granting  a  suspension. 

Lessee*  are  hereby  advised  that  m  cases  where 
wilderneu  review  is  a  factor,  applications  lor 
proposed  operations  should  be  filed  no  later  than  120 
days  before  expiration  of  the  lease  term  in  order  to 

Kovsde  adequate  processing  time,  including  time  lor 
M  to  determine  whether  the  proposed  operations 
would  impair  ihe  suitability  of  the  area  of  proposed 
activity  for  preservation  as  wilderness 


c.  Iifjlntiinn  Post-FLPMA  oil  and  gas  or 
geothermal  exploration  applied  for  under  43  CF  R  304S 
or  43  CFR  3209  will  continue  to  be  approved  If  the  BLM 
determine*  that  it  satisfies  the  nonimpairment  criteria. 
Pre-FLPMA  exploration  will  be  allowed  to  continue  as 
provided  under  the  grandfather  concept.  Consistent 
with  sections  302(b)  and  603(c)  of  FLPMA,  all  oil  and 
gas  and  geothermal  "Notice*  of  Intent  to  Conduct 
Exploration"  must  be  approved  by  BLM  prior  to 
commencement  of  operation*. 

2  CoaL  The  policy  for  coal  is  more  exclusive  than 
the  other  leasable  minerals  because  of  the  recent 
regulations  43  CFR  3461 .  which  were  issued  on  |uly  19, 
1979  These  regulations,  promulgated  as  a  result  of  the 
Surface  Mining  Control  and  Reclamation  Act  and 
fLPMA,  establish  criteria  for  identifying  lands  that  are 
unioi  table  lor  all  or  certain  stipulated  methods  of  coal 
mining  These  rule*,  then,  supplemented  by  section 
603(c)  of  FLPMA,  will  provide  the  bans  for  coal 
management  In  wilderness  study  areas. 

a.  Pre-tHPMA  leeae*  anal  PfmTamTemJ  Peimlt*. 
All  pre-FLPMA  coal  leases  on  which  actual  pre-FLPMA, 
physical  Impacts  had  been  created  through  such 
activities  as  production  or  construction  of  production- 
related  facilities,  may  continue  consistent  with  the 
grandlather  provision,  even  if  this  would  impair 
wilderneu  suitability.  As  explained  in  Chapter  I.  B.  6, 
this  may  include  the  logical  extension  of  grand- 
fathered activities  which  began  outside  the  boundary 
of  a  wilderneu  study  area  into  an  adjacent  wilderneu 
study  area.  Mining  plans  on  pre-FLPMA  non- 
producing  coal  leases,  even  leases  on  which  pre- 
FLPMA  exploration  drilling  has  laken  place,  will  not 
be  recommended  for  approval  by  BLM  if  the 
proposed  mining  methods  are  by  surface  method*  or 
If  the  impact*  resulting  Irom  underground  mining 
would  impair  ihe  suitability  of  the  area  lor 
preservation  a*  wilderneu. 

b.  Preference  Right  Leaee  Apglrifxissi  The 
preference  right  lease  applicant's  right  to  adjudica- 
tion of  hii  right  to  a  lease  will  be  recognized. 
Application  of  the  right,  however,  involves  appli- 
cation of  the  coal  unsuitability  criteria,  including  the 
wilderness  review  criterion  number  4,  of  43  CFR 
3461(d)(1)  «nd  the  imposition  ol  conditions  In  the 
proposed  lease  to  prevent  impairment  of  the  area's 
suitability  for  preservation  as  wilderneu. 

The  Secretary  may  initiate  exchange  proceedings  lor 
coal  under  43  CFR  3430. S-4  if  he  determine*  that. 
among  other  things,  ihe  lands  are  unsuiubfe  for  coal 
mining  because  ol  wilderness  consider  a  non*. 

c.  New  Corny*****  Uaae*.  The  coal  unsuit- 
ably criteria  will  be  applied  to  all  coal  lands  being 
considered  in  the  BIM'*  planning  system.  The  only 
BLM -administered  lands  lhat  will  be  oflered  for 
competitive  lease  use  are  those  on  which  a  final 
wilderness  inventory  decision  has  determined  that 
the  lands  lack  wildernest  characteristics.  Once  the 
Congress  hat  determined  that  a  WSA  will  not  be 
designated  as  wilderness,  the  area  may  be  considered 
lor  competitive  lease 

d.  t spier  1*1  bw  license*,  liploralion  licenses  are 
issued   lor    eiptoretton   of   unleased   federal   land 
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unsuitaoiiiiy  criteria  will  not  be  applied  to  exploration 
licenses  II  the  activities  proposed  under  in 
exploration  license  would  create  impacts  ihat  do  not 
satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria,  ifiey  would  not  be 
approved. 

e.  Impension  of  leeae  Tents*.  The  lease  sus- 
pension policy  cued  in  section  1(d)  above  will  apply 
to  coal  leases  One  lactor  in  the  Secretary's  dec  mom 
will  be  the  diligent  development  requirement  that 
must  be  met  by  ihe  lessee 
3.  OH  Shale  and  Tar  Sand*  leasing 

a.  Pre-FLPMA  lease*.  There  are  no  pie-flPMA 
leases  for  tar  sand  and  only  lour  pre-f  LPM  A  oil  shale 
leases.  All  pre-FLPMA  leases  on  which  actual  pre- 
FlPMA  physical  impactt  have  been  created  through 
such  activitiet  at  exploration  drilling,  production,  or 
conttruction  of  production -related  facilities,  may 
continue  in  the  same  manner  and  degree  under  the 
grandlather  provisions  as  discussed  in  Chapter  I  B.  6. 
even  if  these  activities  impair  wilderness  suitability. 
Any  proposed  activity  which  would  eiceed  that 
manner  and  degree,  as  determined  by  BLM,  would  be 
allowed  only  if  it  satisfies  ihe  nonimpairment  criteria. 

Activities  on  pre-FLPMA  leases  on  which  no  pre- 
FLPMA  impacts  have  taken  place  will  be  allowed  il 
ihey  untly  the  nonimpairment  criteria.  If  proposed 
activities  are  denied  because  they  cannot  meet  the 
nonimpairment  criteria,  the  lessee  has  the  right  io 
request  a  suspension  of  operation.  The  policy  on  lease 
suspension  is  explained  more  fully  in  section  l|d| 
above 

b.  New  lease*  haired  After  the  tmpteivtenutsoai 
of  FIPMA.  New  leases  may  be  issued  provided  the 
special  stipulation  (Appendix  A)  is  attached  Activities 
may  occur  under  these  leases  to  long  as  ihe  BLM 
determines  that  ihey  satisfy  the  nonimpaiimeni 
criteria 

c.  Suspend  on  of  Leeae  Term*.  The  policy  cued  in 
tecnon  i|J|  above  will  apply 

4  Other  Lettable  Minerals  (Ps*rjsphaae.  Potash. 
Sodium,  Ssnphur,  and  HerrJrock  {SomJ)  Miner*  on 
Acquired  Lands.  Including  Uranium). 

a  Pre-FLPMA  Lease*  and  ret  mitt.  All  pre  KPMA 
leases  on  which  actual  pre-FLPMA  physical  impacts 
have  been  created  through  such  activities  as 
exploration  drilling,  production  drilling,  or  construc- 
tion ol  production-related  facilities,  may  continue 
continent  with  the  grandlaihei  provisions  At 
explained  in  Chapter  I  B  6.  ihn  may  include  logical 
mention  ol  giandlathered  activities  which  began 
outside  ihe  boundary  ol  a  wildernest  study  area  into 
*n  aducent  wilderness  study  area  These  aciivitie*  will 
continue  to  be  regulated  lo  prevent  unnecessary  or 
undue  degiadation  ol  ihe  lands  Activities  on  pre- 
FLPMA  leases  on  which  no  pre-flPMA  impacts  have 
laken  place  will  be  allowed  il  the  BIM  determines  itut 
they  satisfy  ihe  nonimpairmeni  criteria 

b  Pro  taut  ting  Peimit*.  Prospecting  permits  may 
continue  to  be  issued  in  wildernest  ttudy  aieas  <or 
inventory  umtti.  tubreel  to  a  stipulation  thai  no 
preference  nght  leave  will  be  ittued  until  or  unlets  tn 
enviionmental  analyut  tor  environmental  impact 
statement  |  it  c  ompiried  and  h  it  uemontiraied .  on  the 
Daws  of  the  environmental  analyut  and  a  mining  plan 


tuDmiited  with  me  application  lor  a  preference  right 
lease,  thai  ihe  minerals  can  be  removed  by  mining 
methods  that  will  not  impair  (he  area'i  suitability  for 
preservation  as  wilderneu.  Each  permii  will  alto 
condmon  exploradon  operations  by  a  stipulation  to 
inture  ihat  the  impact  caused  by  the  activities  will  not 
impair  the  area's  wilderness  suitability 

c.  Preference  Right  Uaae  Appikatsom-  Existing 
rights  to  prelerence  right  leases  will  be  recognized 
However,  conditions  will  be  imposed  in  such  leases  to 
prevent  impairment  of  the  area's  suitability  for 
preservation  as  wilderness 

d  Pou-FIPMA  Leases  teaued  Prior  to  me 
beuance  of  the  mtersm  Management  PtttVy.  Regard- 
less of  the  conditions  and  terms  under  which  these 
lease*  were  issued,  iftere  are  no  grandfathered  uses 
inherent  in  post-FLPMA  leases.  Activities  on  post- 
FLPMA  leases  will  he  subject  to  the  special  wilderneu 
protection  ttipulanon  as  stated  in  Appendix  A  If  there 
is  already  production  on  any  lease  issued  in  this  nme 
frame  it  would  be  allowed  to  continue  m  ihe  least 
impairing  manner  and  so  as  io  prevent  unnecessary  or 
undue  degradation  ol  the  lands  Increases  in 
production  or  in  production  facilities  would  not  be 
allowed  if  the  resultant  impacts  would  further  impair 
wilderness  suitability 

e  New  Leaee*  or  Peimlb  lusted  After  tmraie- 
■tenution  of  FLPMA.  New  leases  and  prospecting 
permits  will  be  issued  subtect  to  the  special  wilderness 
protection  stipulation  (Appendix  A)  Activities  that 
would  impair  wilderness  suitability  will  not  be 
allowed 

5    Massing  Ope* attorn  Under  the  1R77  Mtnang  Law. 

a.  location.  Prwperttng,  Hpio***»on.  and  Mist- 
ing. Mining  operations  conducted  on  lands  under 
wilderness  review  will  be  subject  io  the  forthcoming 
regulations  4)  CfR  3B02  The  regulations  will  not  apply 
to  areas  where  a  final  decmon  that  the  area  lacks 
wilderness  characteristics  has  been  made  through  ihe 
BLM  wildernest  inventory  procest  These  regulations 
will  provide  a  procedure  (or  notilying  the  BIM  ol 
activities  being  conducted  or  proposed  to  be 
conducted  on  mining  claims  and  will  alto  establish  the 
standards  lor  approval  of  the  conduct  of  those 
operaiiom   including  reclamation 

The  regulanom  have  veveial  purposes  1 1 1  to  prevent 
impairment  of  the  wilderness  suitability  ot  areat 
ursdei  wtlderneit  review,  |2i  to  recognue  valid 
existing  rightt,  (3)  to  allow  giandlathered  activities  io 
continue.  |4)  to  allow  continued  location  and 
opei anont  under  the  mining  laws,  and  |S|  lo  prevent 
unneceiury  or  und'je  degradation  of  the  Undi 

b  VaBd  lili  ting  Right*.  All  mining  t  la  .man  u  -ho 
located  claims  on  or  before  October  Jl  1976  and  are 
able  io  demontiraie  a  discovery  at  ol  ihai  daie  at 
required  under  the  187;  Mining  Law  at  amended 
(prudent  man  test  —  muti  thow  thai  ihe  claim  hat  a 
reasonable  prospect  ol  being  mined  ai  a protii I  will  be 
allowed  to  continue  their  mining  opeianom  io  lull 
development  even  il  ihe  ooer anont  are  w using  or  will 
cause  impairment  Belore  BIM  will  grant  approval  ot 
such  operation!  the  opeiaioi  will  be  reiyuired  to 
thow  evident e  of  tu«h  Jtwovert    M  wattanied   SIM 
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may  verily  data  through  a  field  examination  and.  if 
necessary,  imitate  contest  proceedings 
Reasonable  access  10  pre-f  LPMA  valid  mining  claims 
will  also  be  granted.  Such  access  shall  be  regulated  to 
prevent  or  minimize  impairment  of  the  area's 
wilderness  suitability,  to  the  extent  possible  continent 
with  the  enjoyment  of  the  claimant's  rights.  Mineral 
patent,  applications  on  these  pre-HPMA  valid  claims 
will  continue  to  be  processed. 

Whether  or  not  the  clairm  have  a  pre-fLPMA 
discovery  determines  only  whether  the  nonimpair- 
ment  standard  applies.  All  operations  will  be 
regulated  to  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degrada- 
tion ol  the  lands  untij  the  claims  are  patented.  (Any 
claim  patemedjn  the  California  Oescn  Conservation 
Area  will  continue  to  be  regulated  to  prevent 
unnecessary  or  undue  degradation. )  All  operations 
will  be  subject  to  the  forthcoming  regulations  4)  CFft 
3802.  which  will  specify  in  what  circumstances  and  in 
what  manner  notification  will  be  required. 

c.  Imiiiuiary  Umrutton  oss  Use  Eierctee  of  VaM 
flirting  MgMk  If  impairing  activities  are  proposed  on 
a  pre-  f  LPMA  claim  with  valid  existing  rights,  within  a 
wilderness  study  »rt»  (WSA)  which  the  6LM  Director 
has  recommended  to  the  Secretary  as  suitable  for 
preservation  as  wilderness,  the  proposed  impairing 
activity  may  be  temporarily  disapproved  by  the 
Director  of  the  BLM  This  is  a  narrow  exception  for 
extraordinary  circumstances  when  the  Secretary  and 
the  President  may  be  expected  to  recommend  the 
WSA  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
Congress  may  be  expected  to  act  in  a  short  period  of 
time.  Such  a  disapproval  would  be  for  one  year, 
subiect  to  renewal,  but  not  to  exceed  a  total  of  two 
years. 

d.  Crandtathenrd  Activities.  Owners  of  un- 
patented mining  claims  located  on  or  belore  October 
21 .  1976.  who  cannot  establish  a  valid  existing  right  by 
demonstrating  a  "discovery"  on  the  above  date  will 
be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  same  manner  and 
degree  as  on  that  date,  even  if  this  impairs  wilderness 


suitability.  (See  grandfather  provision  in  Chapter  I  8 
6.)  For  pre-HPMA  claims  which  have  neither1  valid 
existing  rights  nor  grandfathered  uses,  further 
exploration  work  to  "prove-up"  a  discovery  will  be 
allowed  only  if  the  BLM  determines  that  the  proposed 
operations  satisfy  the  nonimpeirment  criteria. 

e.  lUtmmm  Wort.  Assessment  work  will  be 
permuted  only  if  the  BLM  determines  that  it  satisfies 
the  nonimpairment  criteria.  However,  assessment 
work  on  claims  which  qualify  under  valid  existing 
rights  or  ihe  grandfather  concept  may,  in  fact,  impair 

I  Determent  ol  Assessment  Work.  If  proposed 
assessment  work  would  impair  the  area's  suitability  for 
preservation  as  wilderness,  a  deferment  of  annual 
assessment  work,  under  30  USC  28b.  may  be  granted 
for  a  period  not  to  exceed  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  the  mining  claimant  must  find  other  ways  of 
completing  nonimpainng  assessment  work,  such  as 
the  geological,  geochemical,  and  geophysical  work 
allowed  by  the  Act  of  September  2. 1958(3QUSC  28-1). 

g.  Mining  Claims  Located  Alter  October  21. 117*. 
Lands  under  wilderness  review  will  continue  to  be 
subiect  to  location  under  the  mining  laws.  Location 
methods  and  subsequent  assessment  work  will  be 
restricted  to  operations  which  the  BLM  determines 
satisfy  the  nonimpairment  criteria.  Work  towards 
post-HPMA  discoveries  may  lake  place,  but  not  to  the 
extent  that  impairment  is  caused.  If  discoveries  are 
made  in  a  nonimpainng  manner  or  claims  located 
after  October  21. 1976.  patents  may  issue. 

h  Mining  Activities'  In  Area*  Swifter  Thar*  Sjae 
Arret.  If  the  wilderness  study  area  (or  inventory  unit) 
is  smaller  than  5,000  acres,  all  mining  activities  under 
the  1B72  Mining  Law  will  be  exempt  from  the 
nonimpairment  standard,  and  will  be  regulated  only 
to  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the 
lands.  (The  basis  for  this  guideline  is  explained  in 
Chapter  I.  A.  6. 1 

6.  Disposal  ol  Minerals  Matt  rials  (S  ilible).  Sate  and 
free  use  of  mineral  materials  will  be  allowed  so  long 
as  the  operation  can  be  conducted  consistent  with 
the  nonimpairment  criteria. 


(a)  It  is  temporary  This  meant  that  ihe  use  or  acuvily 
may  continue  unnl  the  lime  when  n  must  be 
terminated  in  order  to  meet  the  reclamation  require- 
ment of  paragraphs  (bi  and  ki  below  A  temporary 
use  that  creates  no  new  surlace  disturbance  may 
continue  unless  Congress  designates  the  area  as 
wilderness,  so  long  as  it  can  easily  and  immediately  be 
terminated  at  that  time,  if  necessary  to  management 
of  the  area  as  wilderness. 

ibi  Any  temporary  impacts  caused  by  the  activity 
must,  at  a  minimum,  be  capable  ol  being  reclaimed  to 
a  condition  ol  being  substantially  unnoticeable  in  the 
wilderness  study  area  (or  inventory  unit)  as  a  whole  by 
the  time  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  scheduled  to 
send  his  recommendations  on  that  *te*  to  the 
President,  and  the  operator  will  be  required  to 
reclaim  the  impacts  to  that  sundard  by  that  date,  if  ihe 
wilderness  study  is  postponed,  the  reclamation 
deadline  will  be  extended  accordingly.  II  the 
wilderness  study  is  accelerated,  the  reclamation 
deadline  wilt  not  be  changed.  A  full  schedule  of 
wilderness  studies  will  be  developed  by  the 
Department  upon  completion  of  the  intensive 
wilderness  inventory  In  the  meantime,  in  areas  not 
yet  scheduled  for  wilderness  study,  the  reclamation 
will  be  scheduled  for  completion  within  4  years  alter 
approval  of  the  activity.  (Obviously,  il  and  when  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  ceases  to  apply  to  tn 
inventory  unit  dropped  (torn  wilderness  review 
following  a  linal  wilderness  inventory  decision  of  the 
BLM  State  Diiecior.  (he  reclamation  deadline  pre- 
viously specified  will  cease  to  apply.)  The  Secretary  s 
schedule  for  transmitting  his  recommendations  to  the 
President  will  not  be  changed  as  a  result  of  any 
unexpected  inability  to  complete  the  reclamation  by 
the  specified  date,  and  such  inability  will  not  constrain 
the  Secretary's  recommendation  with  respect  to  the 
area's  suitability  or  nonsuitability  lor  preservation  as 
wilderness. 

The  reclamation  will,  to  the  extern  practicable,  be 
done  while  the  acuvily  is  in  progress.  Reclamation  will 


include  ihe  complete  reconiounng  ol  all  cuts  and  UU\ 
lo  blend  with  the  natural  topography,  the  fepiace- 
ment  ol  topvuii  and  the  restoration  of  plant  cover  at 
least  to  the  point  where  natural  succession  it 
occurring  Plant  cover  will  be  restored  by  means  of 
reseeding  or  replanting,  using  species  previously 
occurring  m  the  area.  If  necessary,  irngaiion  will  be 
required.  The  reclamation  schedule  will  be  bated  on 
conservative  assumptions  with  regard  to  growing 
conditions  to  as  to  ensure  that  the  reclamation  will  be 
complete,  and  the  impacts  will  be  substantially 
unnoticeable  in  the  area  at  a  whole,  by  the  time  the 
Secretary  it  scheduled  to  send  his  recommendations 
to  the  President.  ("Substantially  unnoticeable"  is 
defined  in  Appendix  f  of  the  interim  Manafemem 
Policy  and  Guideline!  for  Lands  under  Wilderneu 
Review  | 

(c)  When  the  activity  is  terminated,  and  after  any 
needed  reclamation  is  complete,  the  area's  wildeinesi 
values  must  not  have  been  degraded  so  far, compared 
with  the  area's  values  lor  other  purposes,  as  to 
significantly  constrain  the  Secretary's  recommend- 
ation with  respect  to  the  area's  suitability  or 
nonsuitability  for  preservation  as  wilderness  The 
wilderness  values  to  be  considered  are  those 
mentioned  in  section  2(c)  of  the  Wilderneu  Act. 
including  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  lor 
solitude  or  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation, 
and  ecological,  geological  or  other  features  of 
scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value 
If  all  or  any  part  of  the  area  included  within  tht 
leasehold  estate  is  formally  designated  by  Congress  as 
wilderness,  exploration  and  development  operattom 
taking  place  or  to  take  place  on  that  pan  of  the  lease 
will  remain  subiect  to  the  requirements  of  this 
stipulation,  except  as  modified  by  the  Act  of  Congress 
designating  the  land  as  wilderness.  If  Congress  does 
not  specify  in  such  act  how  existing  leases  like  this  one 
will  be  managed,  then  the  provisions  of  the 
Wilderness  Act  of  1964  will  apply,  as  implemented  by 
rules  and  regulations  promulgated  by  the  Oepanmeni 
of  the  Interior 
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WILDERNESS  PROTECTION  STIPULATION 


By  accepting  this  lease,  the  lessee  acknowledges  that 
the  lands  contained  in  this  lease  are  being  inventoried 
or  evaluated  for  their  wilderness  potential  by  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BIM)  under  section  601 
of  the  federal  Und  Policy  and  Management  Act  of 
1976,  90  Stat.  274)  (43  USC  Sec  1782),  and  that 
exploration  or  production  activities  which  are  not  in 
conlormity  with  section  603  may  never  be  permitted. 
Expenditures  in  leases  on  which  exploration  drilling 
or  production  are  not  allowed  will  create  no 
additional  rights  in  the  lease,  and  such  leases  will 
expire  in  accordance  with  law. 


Activities  will  be  permitted  under  the  lease  so  long  as 
BLM  determines  they  will  not  impair  wilderness  suita- 
bility. This  will  be  the  case  either  until  the  BLM  wilder- 
ness inventory  process  has  resulted  in  a  final  wilder- 
ness inventory  decision  that  an  area  lacks  wilderness 
characteristics,  or  in  the  case  of  a  wilderness  study 
area  until  Congress  has  decided  not  to  designate  the 
lands  included  within  this  lease  as  wilderness 
Activities  will  be  considered  nonimpainng  il  the  BLM 
determines  that  they  meet  each  of  the  following  three 
criteria: 


THE  FEDERAL  LAND  POLICY  AND 

MANAGEMENT  ACT  OF  197ft 

(P.L  94-579) 

Bureau  of  Und  Management 
Wilderness  Study 


Sec  603.  <a|  Within  fifteen  years  after  the  date  of 
approval  of  this  Act.  the  Secretary  shall  review  those 
roadless  areas  ol  five  thousand  acres  or  more  and 
roadless  islands  of  the  public  lands,  identified  during 
the  inventory  required  by  section  201(a|  of  the  Art  as 
having  wilderness  characteristics  described  in  ihe 
Wilderness  Act  ol  September  3. 1964  (76  Stat.  690;  16 


USC  1131  et  seq  |  and  shall  from  time  to  time  report 
to  the  President  his  recommendation  as  to  the 
suitability  or  nonsuitability  of  each  such  area  or  island 
for  preservation  as  wilderness:  Provided,  that  prior  to 
any  recommendations  for  the  designation  of  an  area 
as  wilderness  the  Secretary  shall  cause  mineral  surveys 
to  be  conducted  by  the  US  Geological  Survey  and 
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the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  determine  the  mineral  values 
if  any,  that  may  be  present  >n  such  areas:  Provided 
further ,  that  the  Secretary  shall  repon  to  the  President 
by  |uly  1,  1980,  his  recommendations  on  those  areas 
which  the  Secretary  has  prior  to  November  1. 197$, 
formally  ideniilied  as  natural  or  primitive  areas.  The 
review  required  by  this  subsection  shall  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  procedures  specified  in 
section  3(d)  ol  the  Wilderneu  Act. 

(bj  The  President  shall  advise  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  ol  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  his  recommendations  with  respect  to 
designation  as  wilderness  of  each  such  area,  together 
with  a  map  thereof  and  a  definition  of  its  boundaries. 
Such  advice  by  the  President  shall  be  given  within  two 
years  of  the  receipt  of  each  report  from  the  Secretary. 
A  recommendation  of  the  President  for  designation  as 
wilderness  shall  become  effective  only  if  so  provided 
by  an  Act  of  Congress. 

|c)  During  the  period  of  review  of  such  areas  and  until 
Congress  has  determined  otherwise,  the  Secretary 
shall  continue  to  manage  such  lands  according  to  his 
authority  under  this  Act  and  other  applicable  Law  in  a 


manner  so  as  not  to  impair  the  suitability  of  such  areas 
lor  preservation  as  wilderness,  subject,  however,  to 
the  continuation  of  existing  mining  and  graung  uses 
and  mineral  leasing  in  the  manner  and  degree  In 
which  the  same  was  being  conducted  on  the  date  ol 
approval  of  this  Act:  Provided,  that,  in  managing  the 
public  land  the  Secretary  shall  by  regulation  or 
otherwise  take  any  action  required  to  prevent 
unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the  lands  and 
their  resources  or  to  allord  environmental  protection. 
Unless  previously  withdrawn  from  appropriation 
under  the  mining  laws,  such  lands  shall  continue  to  be 
sub|ect  to  such  appropriation  during  the  period  ol 
review  unless  withdrawn  by  the  Secretary  under  the 
procedures  ol  section  204  ol  this  Act  for  reasons  other 
than  preservation  of  their  wilderness  character.  Once 
»n  area  hat  been  designated  for  preservation  as 
wtlderneu.  the  provision*  of  the  Wilderness  Act 
which  apply  to  national  forest  wilderness  areas  shall 
apply  with  respect  to  the  administration  and  use  of 
such  designated  area,  including  mineral  surveys 
required  by  section  *td|(2)  of  the  Wilderness  Act.  and 
mineral  development  access,  exchange  of  lands,  and 
ingress  and  egress  lor  mining  claimants. 
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SECTION  2(c)  OF 

THE  WILDERNESS  ACT  Of 

SEPTEMRER  3,  19*4 

(P.L  81-577) 


A  wilderneu,  in  contrast  with  those  areas  where  man 
and  his  own  works  dormnate  the  landscape,  is  hereby 
recognifed  as  »r\  area  where  the  earth  and  its 
community  of  life  *n  unirammeled  by  man,  where 
man  himself  is  a  visitor  who  does  not  remain.  An  *I9M 
of  wilderness  is  further  defined  to  mean  in  this  Act  *n 
u*»  of  undeveloped  Federal  land  retaining  its 
primeval  character  and  influence,  without  permanent 
improvements  or  human  habitation,  which  is 
protected  and  managed  so  as  to  preserve  us  natural 


conditions  and  which  (1)  generally  appears  to  have 
been  affected  primarily  by  the  forces  of  nature,  with 
the  imprint  of  man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable: 
(2)  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  or  a 

Einvtlve  and  uncorslined  type  of  recreation.  (3)  has  at 
ast  five  thousand  acres  of  land  or  is  of  sufficient  site 
as  to  make  practicable  us  preservation  and  use  in 
*r\  unimpaired  condition,  and  (4)  may  also  contain 
ecological,  geological,  or  other  features  of  scientific, 
educational,  scenic,  or  historical  value 


APPENDIX  D 


AUTHORITY  AND  REGULATIONS 


1.  AUTHORITY 

the  Interim  Management  Policy  Is  based  on  the 
following  authorities: 

—  The  federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act 
Of  1976  (Public  Law  94-S79. 90  Stat.  2743,  43  USC 
1701V.  sections  603,  302,  201.  and  701.  as 
modified  by  other  applicable  provisions  of  that 
Act  and  by  other  laws.  (See  Appendix  8  for  the 
text  of  section  603.) 

-  The  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  (Public  Law  88-577. 
78  Stat  890.  16  USC  1131)  (See  Appendix  C  for 
ihe  teat  of  section  2(c).) 


X  REGULATIONS 

Requirements  of  the  Interim  Management  Pokey  will 
be  considered  by  the  BLM.  to  the  extent  necessary,  as 
pan  of  us  decisionmaking  process  in  considering 
approval  of  any  activity  on  the  pubhc  lands  pursuant 
to  existing  or  new  regulations. 

Most  of  the  policies  in  this  document  can  and  will  be 
implemented  through  existing  regulations  covering 
specitrc  activities  However,  some  of  the  policies  will 
be  implemented  through  the  promulgation  of  new 
regulations  —  euher  proposed  regulations  that  are 
now  m  preparation,  or  revisions  to  existing 
regulations. 


One  rulemaking  now  in  progress  concerns  mining 
activities  on  lands  under  wilderness  review: 

—  exploration  and  Mining  —  Wilderness  Review 
Program  (43  CFR  3802).  These  regulation! 
pertain  only  to  kxaiable  minerals  under  the 
1872  Mining  Law  (See  Chapter  HI.  I  $(a|  of  this 
document.) 

Two  other  proposed  rulemakings  in  preparation 
concern  mineral  leasing  and  mining  activities  on  »N 
BLM-adminrsiered  lands  and  will  reflect  the  Interim 
Management  Policy: 

—  Geophysical  txptoration  —  Od  and  Gas  (43  C II 
J04S| 

—  Surface  Management  of  Mining  Claims  (4J  CH 
3809)  When  these  regulations  arc  promulgaied 
they  will  incorporate  the  regulations  |43  CIR 
3802)  lor  exploration  and  mining  on  lands  under 
wilderness  review 

The  interim  management  requirements  are  already 
reflected  in  general  terms  in  the  following  regula- 
tions, which  are  now  in  effect: 

—  federal  Lands  Rtview  —  Unsuitably  lor 
Mining  |43  Cf  R  3461)  Thrs  covers  coal  mining 
on  public  lands 

—  Off-Road  Vehicles  (43  CrR  8340) 

Changes  in  existing  regulations  will  also  be  proposed 
wherever  this  is  found  necesury  to  implement  the 
Interim  Management  Policy 


APPENDIX  E 


THE  WILDERNESS  REVIEW  PROGRAM 


To  carry  out  the  rrwndate  ol  section  603ol  KPM A.  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  h«»  developed  a 
comprehenuve  wilderness  review  program  Key 
elements  of  the  overall  program  include 
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1  WtUxmin  Review.  The  wilderness  review 
proems  has  three  phases  inventory,  study,  and 
leporting  to  Congress  Public  involvement  is  encour- 
aged in  all  phases  of  the  process,  with  opponunuy 
provided  for  comment,  participation,  and  teview.  The 
wilderness  review  applies  to  all  public  lands 
Administered  by  the  BLM  except 


-  lands  where  the  United  States  owns  the 
m.net  au  but  the  surface  is  noi  federally  owned 

-  Lands  being  held  lor  the  benefit  of  Indians. 
Aleut*,  and  Itkimos 

-  unds  tentatively  approved  lor  State  selection  m 
Alaska 

-  Lands  on  the  Outer  Continental  Shell 

-  Oregon  and  California  gram  (O  4  Cl  lands iKat 
are  managed  lor  commercial  umber  produt 
uon     ' 


29 
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Chapter  L  Introduction 
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o4Th* 


The  purpose  ot  thn,  document  *  ro  devrnbe  how  my 
Bureau  ot  lind  MjAi^trnmi  1 81  mi  will  mtnifi  land* 
jdrnirwueTYd  by  rhe  8LM  which  are  detttneted  bv 
Gflffp—  M  pan  of  th«  Hattanat  Wildernett 
WWW— OW  Sy*tern  Al  pWlint.  the  Bureau  ot  Land 
M— ■— —  *<lrmrwu*T\  no  wtlderne**  WVM.  The 
Bureau  hat  developed  *  Wikterrwm  Ma#u>eerneni 
*olicy  41  thit  iifw  tor  The  following  rrnom  ill  to 
inform  AIM  fietd  othctalt.  Coofmi.  and  the  public  at 
ro  how  BLM  will  maruife  wtlderne**  4ff«  to  itm  can 
be  taken  into  account  dunng  HMmldnwii  ttudte* 
and  dunng  MHbM  »on*  on  wtldernett  twrorwmrno*- 
■01  arteenng  SIM  public  Undt.  -jnd  i2l  io  provide 
(XMtLtnc*  'or  BIM  pertorvnet  to  utt  m  managing 
future  BlM  wildernet*  *rw  m  m  turh  lunc  as  Congrett 
devgrumn  them_ 

The  SlM't  Wilde  rives*  Mjnmwww  folio  w«M  J  op** 
to  public  Undt  adwiiimtoted  bv  BLM  thai  have  been 
tpecthcallv  detigrvated  at  Mldcrnm  b*  «n  Act  of 
Conerett.  rf>v  Wildernet*  MMMfSWOWl  f*o»cv  hat  J 

AHfl'WII    PurpOSf    fflWt    fil  M   i    Iniffim    WaAJfTrnfflf 

ABfirv  amd  Cw*deftnet  /or  (and*  urtder  WiloVwii 
'rwew  the  fciffnni  Marvagemeiii  Potto  n  in  iimntw 
mtnvni  to**fxr^  Undt  under  wider net*  nrview 
The  w 4d« men  Management  Policy  tjownn  lend* 
designated  bv  Conerett at  wtldernett  i  Append*!  C  of 
Ihn  documeni  turnrneriie*  BLM't  wtldernen  revntw 
procet*  i  il  Cortgreu  designate*  *  wildemett  uudv 
area  m  wilds  men,  rhe  tnten 
riMn  o  apply,  and  invead  rhe 
vtarteeernen*.  Powry  apphe*  thereafter  it  Congress 
decide*  ma*  a  particular  wwdemen  wudv  area  wtd  nor 


bedetienared  at  wilder  net*,  (he  interim  Management 
Pt»Ik>  cease*  to  apphr.  and  the  area  it  managed  lor  the 
use*  and  acttvwie*  indicated  m  the  peninent  BLM 
pUnning  document*  lor  the  *t9M. 

Thi*  pohev  dooamsm  doet  not  apply  'o  BLM- 
edminneared  public  Undt  m  Aiavfca  It  pubuc  Undt  in 
Alaska  mw  daw  gnats  d  at  wilderness  in  the  future,  thev 
w»U  be  mstweed  under  applicable  provtwom  ot  rhe 
Witdernett  Art  of  l*a»e  and  >n  accordance  with 
additional  coiigieiMonal  guidance  >n  the  aIhk« 
***nonM  inrereta  Landt  Comen*«tion  Act  ot  1VM 
lANtiCAi.  T>»eANiiC>recotnitedtCMTO«tco«ditiont 
n  Aiasaxj  m  connection  with  mch  acttvitiet  at 
vubtruenre  wan.  acr*M  and  trantporutton 


L  t.   MaaeallfJe  ftvaai  Cor-rrti 

rhe  BIM  witdemett  re»»ew  protn*am  wtim  from 
Wction  iOJ  of  ittff  Federal  land  Pohry  and 
Manaawmenr  Act  ot  *«7*  iUPmai  in  ufma 
Confren  <a«e  BIM  m  lirti  unified,  contorehentnre 
m»ntiM9  on  how  the  public  landt  thouid  be  manatied 
The  Uw  euablnhet  a  oot*cv  o*  t]eneratlv  retainint;  the 
□uohc  Undt  in  federal  owner  snip,  ano  n  directi  ihe 
8LM  to  irurait  them  under  orincipietot  muinpf*  ut* 
and  ujtiained  <netd.  The  BIM  n  to  prepare  *n 
inventory  ot  the  pubhc  Undt  and  their  retourcet. 
includinaj  rdarmheanon  ot  areat  havintj  wtldernett 
rhararrerntK-t.  Martaajamam  decniont  tor  rhe  puolic 
landt  arm  to  be  made  rhrouajh  a  Und>ute  pfanninaj 
proceM  thai  conudert  all  potential  utet  ot  each  land 
area.   All  pubhc  UneH  are  to  bo  mtns^t  vo  at  to 
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prevent  unnecetiarv  or  undue  def/adation  of  me 

lartrK 

Under  FLfMA  witdemett  pretervaiipn  i\  part  ot 
BlM't  rnultipte-ute  mandate,  and  wtldernett  value* 
Am  recoajmaed  a*  pan  ot  rhe  tpertrum  ot  retource 
*afua^  and  uvn  to  b«  conttdered  in  the  inventorv  and 
■n  the  land-ute  plannint;  proce**.  Section  60J  ot 
FLfMA  ujicciticallv  directt  the  61M.  for  the  firti  time. 
to  carry  out  a  wildernet*  review  ot  the  public  land*. 
I  The  comptete  test  ot  vert  ton  e0  Jappeart  in  Appendii 
A  of  mi*  documeni.  The  BLM't  wtldernett  review 
procett  intplemeniinf  vaction  efll  n  wjmmariced  in 
Appendii  C.I 

Section  eOJlct  ot  f  i  f»M  a  teth  the  SIM  how  to  manage 
public  Undt  detrgnated  at  wtldernett.  in  the**  word* : 

Once  an  area  ha*  been  detrfnated  for  prctarvaj. 
rton  at  wildernet*.  ihe  provmont  ot  the  vVildernet* 
Act  which  apphr  to  national  foreu  wildernet*  *man 
thalt  apptv  with  retpect  to  the  adminni ration  and 
ut*  at  tuch  deusjnaied  wmM.  mdudinf  mineral 
uirvey*  reaujred  b*  vtction  *tdnJl  ot  the 
Wildarneifc  Art.  and  mineral  development,  acre**. 
exchange  ot  land*,  and  intjrew  and  ««jre*t  tor 
nTtintnf,  cuMntant*  and  occuoarm 

The  VVepernet*  Act  ot  1*44  contain*  a  number  ot 
provftJon*  addretttng  the  admintttration  and  ute  ot 
national ' oretl  wildernet*  areat.  Thote  mow  pertinent 
to  81M  wtldernett  management  ar*  cited  m  the 
followinfj  paraeraph*   Secrton  2lai  tayv 

.  it  i*  herebv  declared  to  be  the  poMci-  ot  rhe 
Cone/et*  to  tecure  lor  the  American  people  ot 
prevent  and  future  generation*  the  benefit*  ot  an 
endunng  retource  of  wtlderne**.  fw  thrt  purpote 
there  it  herebv  ettabhthed  a  f>*M*on»i  Wildernett 
f¥e*ervatton  Svuem  to  be  compoted  ot  federalK* 
owned  area*  deuenated  bv  Congret*  at  wilder* 
ne*t  it**  .  and  thete  thall  be  adminitrered  for  me 
uie  and  entormem  ot  rhe  American  people  m  tuch 
ifisnnvr  at  w*ll  leave  rhem  unimpaired  for  future 
ute  and  emoyment  at  wilder  net*,  and  vo  a*  ro 
provide  tor  me  prptectton  ol  thete  4t9M.  the 
pretervation  ot  thetr  wtldernett  characier.  and  tor 
rhe  garherrng  and  ditteminaaion  ot  information 
retvirdfne,  thetr  ute  and  antovrnent  at  wtirier- 
rteta....'' 

Section  a  ot  the  Wilder  net*  Act  it  devoted  to  the  ute  ot 
wtlderne**  *rw»i.  Section  Attn  tat/t 

'ttcept  at  otherwne  pro  -led  in  thrt  Act.  aach 
agency  adminnrenng  m*  «rea  detignaied  at 
witdemett  vhall  be  retoonuble  for  pretervtng  the 
wtldernett  character  ot  the  trm*  and  thall  vo 
admrnnter  vuch  area  tor  tuch  other  purpotet  lor 
which  it  may  ty*vm  been  ettabfithed  at  aho  to 
preterve  tt  wtldernett  character  Eicept  at 
otherwivt  provided  m  thn  An.  wtlderne**  area* 
vhall  be  devoted  to  the  puolic  purpotet  ot 
recreanonal.  wrentc.  vcientitic.  educational,  con- 
servation   and  hrttoncat  ute 

Section    4<o    prcrhttMt*   cenam    act m met     >n    thete 


"I icept  at  vpecrticalh'  provided  tor  m  thn  Ac  o 
mdrect  to  eartttng  prrvate  rtghtt.  rhere  thaH  o 
commercial  enter  on  te  and  no  permanent  o 
within  *m  wildernett  area  deugnated  bv  i' 
and.  eerept  a*  necetwry  to  meet  nwtje1 
lequwementi  for  me  a dmimti ration  ot  tht  at  V 
rhe  purpote  ot  thit  Act  iincludtng  mr  tt 
rewuired  m  emergencie*  involvtng  the  haaii  4 
vataey  ot  pertont  wtihin  the  areat.  there thaM  fo 
remporary  road,  no  ute  ot  motor  -*■  % 
motonred  ewuipment  or  motorboan.  no  la  1 
ot  aircraft,  no  other  form  ot  mechamcaf  tran  |t. 
tn4)  no  wrueture  or  imtallaiion  wehM  *m  f 


Secnom  aict.  4tc*t,  and  S  proytdetptcujl  eacapn  • 
rhe  prohffMtom  m  tection  mo  by  protndmg  fa  h 
totlowinfj  actnrrfte*: 

—  eartnne,  prwaet  nghnv 

—  measure*   required  m 
the  health  and  valetv  of  pertont  wtthei  tht  » 


—  actrvtoe*  and  uructure*  that  are  me 
necettarv  tor  the  adminnrration  of 


TV      t 

itht'i 

r  mm,* 
thai  ■ 


—  ute  of  amrraft  and  ttiotorboait.  wnara  a 
euabtrthed,  may  be  permuted  to  conttra. 


—  measure*    necetvarv 

■  meet* .  and  dneatet 


rhe   comrot  ct 


■nrlurjing  protpectina.  io  « 
purpote  ot  gathering  intormaiton  *oow  • 
eral  or  other  retourcet.  >t  earned  on  rna  a*)* 
competibhr  with  me  pretervation  oi< 
wtldernett  environment  irhn<<xtudt*'«> 
vurvey*  conducted  on  a  punned,  to  « 
batt*  be  the  Caratotncat  Surve*  and  Burt  * 


—  continued  apeMation  of  rhe  U  S  «*>•»■<* 
mineral  leeaing  Uvrt  until  Oeiemeer  J1    I 

—  water  re*ourre  doaiupmenn  mat  r»e  *  ' 

i  ed  by  the  ftetrdem  where  he  peter***  » 
wjch  ute  will  better  terve  me  ■menrtn  '  « 
Unned  State*  and  the  people  thereof  mi  •* 
■tt  demal 

—  irvettock  gracing,  where  already  **&* 
thail  be  permitted  to  continue 

—  commercial  vervtce*  necettary  lor  act  " 
whtch  are  prooer  for  reatiiing  the  recreeK '« 
other  wildernett  purpotet  ot  me  area*     J 

—  adeojuare  accett  to  turrounded  State<.* 
and  pnyatety-owned  Undt  or  tut*  lane  " 
be  eethaneed  'or  rederarlv-owned  Und 

—  ingrett  and  egret*  to  turrounded  valid  «;1 
cfarmt  and  other  valid  occupancie*. 

Section   Sin   prowdet  Und  acourution  anew  * 


of    tunc  * 
ot  Ae*«ufiure  itautht  * 


Subtect     <o     me    aopropriaiM>n 


r.-„    of  mOw-4derrve*sr*w4Ju*ce   t  Thn  tOCtlOn 

ojHkt    mineral    prosoecting    activities 

t-  tte  nOOr  the  mining  uwt  wniCh  ate  Coveted 
or  i  below  The  Wilderness  Act  provioe*  tor 
^m  10  MldHtm  area*  unm  mtdnigftl 
ot  1    HS)> 

n  9  torm  oi  owiUnd  mechanical  transport 
M   ri    m    connection    —  rh    prospecting   ior 

trail  *«*  activity  tor  me  purpose  ol  gathering 

rrn*w  toout  >ndiwduel  '«o««n.  unlets 
ei*  'he  SIM  in  accordance  with  the 
■c    4J    C«    »20    -    leases,    hermit*,    and 

-eo  Hfecsive  Aon*  15-  .W»  fpuotished  m«fl 


l nv  person  desiring  to  u«  motor  ventcles. 
itqutpmcm    mechanised  transport,  or  to 

it.  for  marteraf  prospect  mf.  °' tor  twnermsj 
hi  about  resource*  •*  required  to  norm  mo 

Ming.  Approval  document*  mM  atture 
E  conducted  in  a  manner  co«>o»i'OH  wttn 

.mon    ot    rh«    wilderness    resource     No 

it  ot  wilderness  resource*  of  values  w*H  bo 

ntonnon  ot  disturbed  *♦"«*»  '»  'WuirfO 
I  ke  place  *s  won  at  oosuofe  one*  activities 
i  performance  bonds  ma»  bo  required. 

MOi     Water     teSWSWCt    twJw-Si     »     '"« 

Luthoriie*  now  water  resource  tacmlie*  or 
pursuant  to  section  4*dii4i|T|  ot  me 
I  Act.  the  8LM  will  manaoo  'hose 
,  operanom  to  prevent  unnecessary  or 
radanon  ot  rho  area  »  wilder neMChacacter 
ater  resource  facilities  are  disrutted  m  id 
,|  Mid  facilities  <or  livestock  grating  are 
n  irji  betcm*  i 

tfwg  Water  1— 1  **«-*•■».  Some 
i  areas  "*■»  contain  minor  water  resource 
mat  were  >ownd  to  bo  substantially 
,  »le  m  rho  area. »  *uch  structure*  air?  prewrH 
knpUotlv  i ecogmred  bv  Congress  as  being 
Ej  voootK  wilderne**.  the*  may  bo 
and  maintained  to  keep  mem  in  an 
jwbic  condition  Maintenance  ma*  not 
a  location,  hm.  or  tvpe  ot  the  taciUv.  or 
>e  tioraee  capacity  ot  a  reservoir. 
ewwck  CW»W»  Oaitng  ot  livestock,  where 
d  onor  to  the  effective  date  ot  m*  Act 
,  >g  rhe  area  as  wilderness,  vhail  bo  permitted 
*  subtect  to  rtm  polo  and  the  SIM  grazing, 
i n  *i  CFt  4100.  Esrwin*.  f  raxim)  mav  include 
;  loutiitxationoi  the  toraconnourc*.  but  aito 
nd  maintonartc*  o*  livottock  manatjomont 
nofwt  and  taotftwf  aswetawd  •»*  rhr» 
nrvrt  v  at  mo  nmt  o*  doufnation  and  which 
Binoktnro  wtrh  an  approwd  Allotmoni 
•m  nan. 


Oocombor  J1  irMJ.m*  untied  Stattnnttn*f**,Uw«and 
ill  law*  oorrain.«elo  mtwerat  leownrj  wiatl  eirend  to 
aiM-adnniMMeteO  wiidornet*  area*  to  me  umi 
euent  at  aoo»Kao*e  or»o»  to  tno  dare  me  witderno** 
-a*  incorporated  "wo  mo  National  Wiiderno** 
Preservation  Sv«atm. 

ottota.  Holders  ot  un- 


til A* 


wJiLrwAdn 


^onai    gutdettnet    revrdtnf     'Cranny    m 

uooi  forew  Witdemow  Areaa. '  puWhhed  m 
.wtport  %-H2fc.  dated  Kino  24.  1900.  ««U  be 
*i»ed  m  all  8LN4-admintMered  w.»dernei* 
».fl  foirwinr)  grazin*.  Thoio  tjurdehnot  *M  be 
™*j  untj  me  normal  oUnmnt,  and  environmental 
,Mm  procevt  and  wHl  bo  >nw>o/M«<t  ,rt,°  J" 
plam  tor  me  wirdemoM  area. 

unnt      mtdrwghr 


patented  mininrj  clarrm  »a*idt*  e«ao*nned  on  an* 
aLM-adiwnwieied  w.ldem*w  onor  'o  mcitmon  ot 
*Kh  onrt  m  the  National  WitdemoM  Prevervation 
S«rem  are  accorded  tno  *>%rm  pro««ded  bv  me 
united  State*  mimne,  Uw* a«  men  apoi»cao»e to oubitr 
jndin«ot«ed  »Vr«mort»oociin«oriocaiinemini«e 
ciairm  m  ilM^dminnrenw>wi*dern«»onor  alter  me 
date  on  which  the  «k»  ymi  wet  included  m  me 
vj«K»nji  vVitdornoM  hmrotioti  V«tem  *f  accorded 
urratar  »ieht*  wiweci  ro  me  oro*t*»om  ot  me 
ttnlderneM  Act  and  swbtectuent  etubtnhin^  ir-vvia- 
non  All  claimant*  mvu  compl*  with  rva«onaOle 
condition!  tor  the  protection  ot  resource*  «n 
accordance  witn  me  9 enerat  purooian  ot  mainiaintne 
me  National  Wiidornew  rVo*ervai»on  Wtiem  unim- 
paired tor  future  uio  and  ontoymem  or  >t%  wilder  now 
character. 

Umber  on  imiwif  ciairm  wiihtn  OlM-adminmered 
w«iderne%t  m*»  bo  cut  on*  tor  the  actual  devetoo* 
item  ol  me  clami  or  ute*  rea*onaol»  mrident  *nwo 
An*  teverance  or  removal  01  nmoer  other  man  mat 
neceMarv  to  premde  clearance  on  the  da«m  wiall  be 
1 1>  accordance  with  vsund  pfinc<o*m  ot  loreM 
manatron^nt  and  vh ail  be  done  m  *uch  a  manner  a*  10 
mimmif*  *hw  eltecn  on  me  wiWerneM  resource 
in  the  develooment  and  ooeratton  ot  rmrmnt  rlaimv 
cUimarm  w»tl  be  required  to  prevent  erowon  and  the 
obstruction  ooiiunon  or  witaiiono*  \trearm  lake*. or 
tprmt|i  or  detenor at  ion  ot  the  land 

*  oond  a%  prescribed  m  *»  CFB  JOOf  1-«  m*^  be 
reoutred.  All  <*»*oA*bi*  mea*ure%  will  be  Ki|uiiid  o* 
the"  OpCTUf  'O  retrtaim  dnturOed  land*  a*  *oon  a* 
leaubte  alter  operatiom  cea*e  Odinarth-  needed 
work  will  be  accomoMhed  within  one  *ear  arter 
ooeratiom  cease,  unles*  orovided  otherwi**  bv  the 
SIM  Whenever  potwbie  and  feasible  me  oOiecmes 
o»  reclamafion  snail  be  to  restore  the  surface  to  a  con- 
tour wntch  appears  10  oe  nMurM.  alihoueh  ihis  truv 
not  be  the  oritpnai  contour  W  here  »uch  mea*ures  are 
impracticai  or  .muosuote.  the.ootective  *hal*  be  to 
provide  for  the  mnimum  achtevaOle  stop*  staDiiifv 
aectamaiion  shall  m  all  cases  include  reveoetation 
wnore  teovjoie  and  oractica*.  n  reveoetation  b* 
natural  means  wrtl  nor  occur  m  time  to  prevent  uwtous 
WMl  lot*  or  otner  damace  to  wilderness  values.  rev*oe» 
tation  bv  ptantirm  mas-  be  recruweO.  wnn  pteter- 
ence  ejvon  to  the  use  o*  native speoes  where pracucal 
and  reaionabie. 

it  *n  apphcation  tor  patent  has  been  tiled  but  not 
«cted  upon  when  the  requirements  ot  the  immedt- 
atetv  preceoinq  paraeraph  would  normairv  be 
.nvoked.  the  «iqutrements  wsil  be  susoended  while 
the  patent  application  .s  under  consideration. 
rsosvovor  thoio  tequtrernentt  tor  the  prevention  ol 
erosion  and    pollution,  ttlution  or  obstruction  ot 


creams,  lakes  o#  %orm«t  or  deterioration  ot  the  Unci 
will  continue  to  be  observed 

Ine  tute  10  nmoer  on  patented  mmine  nairm  ajfadni 
maOlisheo  aner  me  *na  was  inrtudeO  in  me  *t*ionai 
Wilderness  Piesefvanon  -wvtern  wttJ  rrmain  m  me 
L  nited  Vates.  %uoiect  to  a  mm  01  the  o<irnter»  m  cut 
jnduvtttmoer  rhepaienteemavcuianduvr  asmui  n 
01  the  mature  umber  a*  •*  needed  .n  the  rUMCUim 
emoval  and  benenciation  ol  the  rmnerjl  OpprrMi*  .1 
neeoed  nmoer  ■*  not  omerwiu?  reavonantv  awaiUlUe 
Pfle  cuiitne  vhall  comoj*  with  ihe  reou»»r*meni*  tor 
-ound  princiohn  ol  torest  rnjnaeemeni  at  w>t  mnh  .n 
'ttpuUnons  issued  bv  the  81->A 

in  me  development  and  npr*anon  ot  mtmntt  <  iaim« 
daimantt  will  be  requirfft  "»  onyvent  unnecessjiv  or 
unoue  Oevadation  ot  >nr  Ijnrt 

,2)  Mlooral  i*mm%.  Lrml  lanuarv  I  140*  all 
laws  pertaininq  to  mineral  Icasimt  will  continue  "o 
ipplv  ftl  wiidernest  areas  to  the  same  emtent  mev 
jppiied  before  me  area  was  ueMitnated. 
^tate  Orertc**  will  nuke  denswm  on  whether  or  not 
■o  '**ur  minetjl  lease*  per  mm  jwl  licemes  -n 
^iklerneM  afew*  The  Malt'  ()ir»**  tor  *  (let  n>H»n  to  -»ur 
.mneial  leases  will  he  made  ihruutth  the  rnvirnnmen- 
lal  iswwtem  pro*  »•*»  ami  alter » .wvwderaiion  ot  whai 
Mil  best  serve  the  pubiM  HtWN  w. 

•eavonahle  •iiputaitom  im  ihe  iirntection  ol  the 
«iidernesscharatier  m  the  Ij«I  will  he  incorporated 
into  mineral  leases  uermm  jnri  licenses  cty*f*n 
Unrts  within  BlM-aitrnmntered  wilderness  Stipula- 
nons  will  be  consistent  »nh  ihe  uve  ol  the  land  for 
rHjrooset  tor  »Oich  ihev  jre  leased  permmecl  tir 
licensed 

1)1  Common  Varsetket.  Permits  vhall  not  be 
issued  »or  me  removal  »i  mineral  materials  commonlv 
known  at  common  varieties  under  ihe  Material*  Act 
0*  rulv  )V  1*47   M  amended  and  suPplememed 

,4i  ¥Mtwdrat«wL  Sibiect  10  valid  r.^hi*  th#n 
eiistmtj.  ettective  lanuatv  >  tS6«  ihe  minerals  m 
lands  designated  a*  wilderness  41^  withdrawn  irom  all 
torm*  o*  aopropnation  under  the  mining  laws  and 
Irom  disposition  unoer  all  law*  penaininq  to  mineral 
leavng.  unless  Congr***  ipecilicallv  provide*  other- 
wite  m  the  law  devgnafine.  the  area  a*  part  o»  the 
national  Wilderne**  hreservaiion  System  or  m 
subsequent  lefnUiion 

1  Cjinminid  Serwre*.  Commercial  sennce*  such 
at  those  provided  bv  packer*,  outfitter*  and  guide* 
mav  be  provided  within  wtldernet* areas  to  me  ei  tent 
necettarv  tor  activities  which  are  proper  tor  realmng 
the  recreational  or  other  wiidemest  purpose*  of  the 
areas. 

,.  Access w> Mm  ftdtiwUrwh-Staiesor persons 
and  their  succestor*  «  mterew.  who  own  land 
completely  surrounded  bv  a  wilderne**  *n*  shall  be 
given  such  right*  at  mav  be  necewar*  to  assure 
adequate  access  to  thai  land.  Adequate  access  >s 
dehned  a*  the  combination  ol  route*  and  mode*  01 
travel  which  will  asdeterminedbvthe8lM  cause  the 
lean  lasting  impact  on  me  wilderne**  re*ource  and  at 
the  same  "me  verve  the  reasonable  purpose*  lor 
which  the  State  or  private  land  1*  held  or  used 


no  'ojd  shall  be  constructed  across  wilderness  until 
juinon/eO  Ov  ihe  01M  Access  Ov  louins  or  mnrlesot 
ravel  not  available  to  me  eenerai  puohc  m*v  when 
•uilv  lusnlied  be  permmed  bv  written  auinornaiinn 
'Se  jutnnfijanon  writ  prescribe  touies  arwl  mortes  nt 
-  kH  which  will  tesuli  in  the  least  i*uin«  impart  on 
*ihlemrt*  —lue*  and  at  the  vimr  nme  verve  me 
'easrtiutale  pur  noses  IM  whuh  <ne  iano  .*  hrlrt  or 
jvert  *  oerliwmjnce  bnntl  will  utujll*  Oe  renuired  nn 
jccprdancewMh  fnle  v  of  mefeiirraUann  enlirv  *nd 
Management  Act» 

Where  the  rserr  rse  Ot  n«his  nt  jccr»»  to  *urrounrte«l 
Mate  i»#  prrvjie  land  wuuid  be  rtetrinsentai  to 
wtlrlrrnrs*  .-lues  me  aim  snail  hetiwe  thMumj 
arrVM  airempt  m  acquire  surh  Uon  bv  purt  na^-  nr  hv 
rwhjnee 

ft  tmrwtng  Structure*  *m4  treilrfwiotw 
After  Connress  hav  designated  a  wilderness  area  an 
•nveniorv  will  be  made  of  ruuimi  urmfyres  4*0 
iftsiailatton*.  (rmcailv  cvaluatinit  me  puroose*  and 
leed  lor  each  andmniMuriral  ««niiicam  e  itanv  It  a 
HWurtufC  or  inMailanun  has  historical  u«nim  am  e.  if 
Tt4<,  he  retained  a*  a  historic  feature  01  ihe  area  M  -t 
.Joes  not  have  historical  .ntnincance  .1  mg»  he 
'naintained     tor     runiinued     use     >t     'i     meets     ihe 

minimum  loot  poticv  >n  oarasraoh  I  above  Of««n 
neressarv  lor  a  ate  ^periticaUv  pe#mmerj  Ssj  the 
Wilderness  A» 1  or  bv  Ar  *aw  desntnannst  me  anertrd 
wihler  ness  area  Anv  sir  ur  lute  or  installation  mat  *h  w* 
not  iiualiiv  for  reiemion  untler  me  above  criteria  will 
be  removed. 

In  rruiniainin*!  or  modilvintt  esisnnt  strut  lures  and 
.nstallatiom  the  man*ee»  -houlcl  consider  rhe 
potential  tor  jv>n  nanse  material*  ami  aliernanve 
lechnolocrcal  approaches  to  mate  them  as  unooiru- 
vive  as  posuble 


VqwMlon  ot  1  ■■■■  mmi  *v»^« 
Acquisition  01  non-federal  lanch  wiihm  wilderness 
area*  •*  auinorited  bv  purcnavr  ur  eichanite  When 
»us  h  land*  are  to  be  acquired,  me  SIM  w.ll  seek  to 
ji  quire  me  mineral  rsgrm  as  weil  as  ihe  surface  rt«mv 
sc  qurvnon  ot  prtvatetv-owned  land*  will  occur  onlv  it 
the  private  owner  concur*  wiin  the  acqunition.  or  it 
the  acquisition  n,  speoticailv  aufhoriied  bv  Con*re** 
10  be  accomptrvherj  bv  eminent  domarn 

&    lew  arch  * 


Wilderness  area*  administered  bv  8LM  will  orowde 
opponumtie*  tor  reiearcn  and  vnenmicaetiviiie*  mat 
use  wildernes*area*  for  studv  ot  natural  environment* 
and  ecosvttem*  intormation  collection  activitie*  bv 
resource  manieer*  tor  wilderne**  and  other  purpose* 
mn  aho  be  conducted  m  wilderness  All  research  and 
collection  ot  management  information  within  ihe 
•vitderne**  area  will  be  conducted  ui  tn  unooirusivo 
manner,  bv  method*  comoatiote  with  me  preserva- 
tion oa  ihe  area*  wilderne**  character  *9**t  to 
section  (I  S.  S  d.  lor  oolio  on  eamering  intormation 
about  resource*  and  section  ill  I.  lor  specific  pohoot 
on  research- 1 
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«    wr  Xooes  an.  Aa«oretw  Utotto 
■*•  k  n  fones  w«l  he  created  around  wilderness 

m  protect  them  Irom  the  imluenre  ol  actrvitie* 
on   i  rem    Land,     rhe    tact    mat    ftcmwwderness 

w.  or  use*  can  be  *een  or  heard  Irom  areas 
wdme  wilder  nest  shall  not  ot  it  ted  preclude  such 

w  t  or  use*  up  to  the  boundary  o*  the  wOdemes* 

m 

-vj  ctrwtw*  on  adtacent  lands  are  orc«os*d.  the 

re  irnpact*  on  mose  artnmws  upon  me 
■**«*  resource  and  upon  pubUr  use  ot  the 
•OweH  area  wilt  be  addressed  in  ertvwtmmentai 
atai  em*  or  enwfonmental  impact  statement*,  a* 

vsaw  Mrirgation  oi  insoacn  Iron*  outstdo 
w*  est  vml  not  be  *o  resmcrtve  as  to  preclude  or 
will  *  impede  such  activities. 

«wdfOwtao 


«   the  wilderness  eiporience  valued  bv  mart* 

w   0  the  ireedom  from  rules  and  nrtjuiwions 

■w  rducanon  wdl  be  used  to  achieve  management 
qott  «e*  where  leasttoto  Onlv  the  rtvmimum  amount 
o»n  iaaion  neccssant  to  achieve  desired  odrectivos 

*i  used. 
r«1  ect  the  natural  aooearanre  ot  vwadernen  areas. 
*oa  rdormatronal  and  educational  proeram*.  uqn*. 
mo  uer  boanH  wWI  normattv  be  located  o*n*»deme 

•**i  vfss  boundary    An  evcepuon  to  thi*  general 

ah  ihat  inrormntonai  or  retjulatorv  sr«ns  may  be 
plft  vnthin  wiidernest  area*  a*  a  management  tool 

a  'rreti  specific  problem*  and  protect  ihe 
eanett  nrtource  or  (or  the  health  and  taletv  ol 

w  ,  when  those  v«ns  meet  the    mtnwttutn  tool" 
II.  S.  XI 


m  at*ona(  and  edsjc  atK>nal  rtsatoru** perSjtninq to 
thi  Muwemem  ot  SI  M-admintueied  wildeme**  m 
fffi  il  or  to  specilic  wilderne**  areas  will  be  reachrv 
•■ »w  to  me  wilder wwt  user  at  SIM  orhce*  Such 
-*•  ah  w.11  tnlorm  vnators  ot  me  tsnctorniodmot  and 
M  svotved  in  vismng  a  w.kterneii  v*. 

II  I     II 


apowrabie  soon  alter  a  wildeinest  *r*»  n  desiqnaied 
mtm  not  be  appropriate  lurrher  in  me  tuture 
'.ixuaiii  vhould  use  the  land  manaeernent  pianmnq 
process  to  analvn?  all  available  options,  so  a*  10 
respond  10  chatvftnq  conditions. 

m  devetepinq  mlclerness  mitiwtyiwnl  plam  the 
concept  o*  sirantM-aifon  or  fomnvj  betsveen  wilder* 
net*  areas  or  within  individual  area*  should  be 
ronsKftried  as  a  means  at  ach-oving  management 
objectives  or  pmv-dinq  different  eiperienres  and 
ocaaortunttMs.  for  e%tnspie.  n  m*y  be  desirable  m 
manage  one  wddeme**  or  a  portion  ol  *n  area  within 
a  witborness  prMtsanlv  lor  protect  ton  o*  an  endan- 
gered wddliie  species,  m  another  wilderness. 
i-sanaoers  mev  want  to  csMbtrth  ddteront  lone*  ol 
eraenence.  prcrwdtnt:  nTCteaiionai  opportunitws 
ranging  Iron  ill  hi**!  concemrattom  ol  use  to  10  a 
wtrie*  o*  more  natural  areas  a*  one  penetrate*  into  the 
inner  core,  to  lit  a  pristine  U9*  whtrh  may  have  no 
trans  or  ufm.  Stratification  or  amtnq  can  help  ihe 
wrid  ernes*  rrunaqer  achteve  obiecir«e*.  protect 
resource*,  and  saiisrv  user  demands  and  npectanom 
b.  C-i  k'niil  --  when  a  w-ideiioi*  areas 
boursdarie*  overlao  SiM  admtn-uratrye  boundaries, 
manags inent  «N  be  coordinated  beinatn  Ostnct 
and  State  Once*  io  ensure  undormtt  v  M  maruwmem 
practices. 

When  a  mldeinou  area  involves  comiguous  lands 
jdrmnrsiered  by  SIM  and  by  another  federal  aienrv 
the  SIM  will  remain  *n  active  m*n*w**  ot  Lands  under 
■i*adn**nr*iraiion.  unless  h  has  been  determined  that 
more  ertectwe  wilderness  management  rtn  be 
as  hived  by  irarrstecrine.  rhe  land  to  nr  other  aoervrv 
or  bv  some  »orm  ol  cooperative  inanagaii.tm  State 
ftrecior*  have  me  ootion  ol  aoprownq  coooeraitve 
maruiwtment  agreements  wnh  orhnr  feoerat  aeenc-es 
on  a  case  bv  case  basis  wha  t  e  re  r  appropriate  aromt 
1  be  all  «■ 


plan  will  be  developed  tor  each  8LM- 
Mwered  wilderne**  *n*  as  a  mean*  ol  applying 
•lUernes*  Manaeoment  roUrv  to  that  spectltc 
<r  rhe  plan  will  be  tailored  to  me  local  condition* 
«*  «h  wildernet*  bv  cKfvtib>-r  4m  specilic 
Of  nve*  appropriate  to  the  area,  consastoni  with  me 
n  rnett  Manag.emem  Policy  H*m  vhould  con- 
-  'he  diHerent  kind*  ol  envwonmemal  settinf*. 
rk  y  ol  use.  and  nsanaeement  utuanon*  pertaimnq 
f«e  individual  wtiderne**  area.  Tno  wildemess 
n  gomem  plan  will  describe  me  *iratefy  to  be  used 
K  splement  both  me  Wilderne**  Managemem 
'  >  and  ihe  specific  obtectrve*  presenbed  lor  the 
* 

'  igement  plans  lor  mdnndual  wildemes*  areas 
*  d  be  tlevible  and  must  be  updated  periodicallv 
'•  Hlect  changes  >n  conditions  and  use  New 
I  "orv  data,  use  patterm  demand  trend*  supply 
t  nkmh  m4)n4t9fn9f»  concerns  etc  mav  change 
<  t  pernd  ot  time  and  some  «oah  and  obreciives 


Coordinated  pLanmng  ellorr*  wvtl  also  involve  State 
-.vh  and  wiidlilea»e»srw-i  and  all  oifte*  federal    State 

county. and  local  atjenriet.  mdun  tribal  aovernments. 
and  ortjaniaaiiont  that  mav  00  atleried  bv  wtadernet* 
iTM^tapernent  acinnties. 

c  limit  1 11 1 11  iiiatiigeiiiid  fniiimil.  Wilder- 
ness nsatuigtment  personnel  m4m  be  employed  to 
help  implement  ihe  pruviuons  of  a  wifdevnot* 
manaeemem  plan  They  can  tacilitare  protectinq  me 
*tJderne*«  resource  bv  assrstine  visitors  wnh  sutjges- 
tions.  advice,  and  information:  emorrineretiulafions. 
performirvg  minor  trail  repair*  and  removinq  irath 
Wilderne**  manaeement  personnel  r*n  redure  uie- 
tpeci'ic  problems.  *uth  as  me  overuse  oi  pocmUr 
camp  areas,  bv  relocating  camo  wie*  and  performing 
rehabileation  work  The  msn*99f  mav  also  use 
wilderness  manaeemem  rjersonnet  toeather  miorma- 
iton  about  resounre  trend*  and  »mtor  use.  The 
oecnaon  10  emplov  wilderness  manaeemem  person* 
net  shouMbensaOeonara*e-bv-raseoasn>  Their  use 
m^r  or  may  not  be  'equired  dependme  on  loral 
condHtons  in  cases  where  personnel  4t9  -vo* 
rmpfoved  speriltcalK   'or  w-tdernes*  manae*m»nr 


rhe  SIM  will  atugn  appropriate  iwrwonnel  as  needed 
10  monnor  me  condition  ol  the  wilderne**  resource. 

Chapter  lit  Guideline*  for  Specific 
Activities 


The  guideline*  m  thi*  c  hapaer  are  *n  application  of  the 
policies  set  tonh  in  Chapter  II  to  various  activities  thai 
may  or  may  not  take  place  m  SlM-admimstered 
wilderness  area*  These  gu4ettne*  are  also  based  on 
other  appltcabie  laws  and  on  other  pouciet  and 
regulations  of  me  Oepartment  ol  the  Interior 


These  gurdenne*  w*U  be  u*ed 
Wilderne**  Manaeemem  elan  for  each  SIM  aominn- 
teted  wilderne**  area,  comaimnq  gu^ance  on  now 
specific  activ.ne*  mil  be  treated  ui  that  area.  Until 
such  time  a*  a  Wilderne**  Manaeemem  elan  1* 
approved  bv  ihe  State  Orector  interim  decmom  on 
specific  actnntie*  Hi  a  wn^erness  *t^»  will  be  made  bv 
SIM  field  official*  based  on  these  guKtehne* 


Oerruon*  on 
guideline*  wii 
Chapter  11 


A-ll 


anv  actrviiHn  not  addressed  in  these 
I  be  made  on  me  bear*  ot  the  pohciet  m 


0JL  A.   •wxreauoei  and  V  isator  Use 

Wilderne**  area*  admimsiered  bv  me  SLM  shall 
provide  a  variety  m  u«e*  inrludlnf .  but  not  limned  to. 
-ocreational  scemc  sciemrhc  educattorsal.  conserve- 
11cm.  and  hnioncal 

The  ■ildoineii  resource  mil  be  dbamnae*  n  all 
managtment  docruom  where  a  choree  must  be  made 
betwtan  preservation  of  wwdornes*  character  and 
visitor  use.  There  ire  place*  and  time*  within 
wilderness  where  unvque  value*  may  require  that 
'ecreation  and  viutor  u*r  acttvnie*  be  restricted  or 
ennretv  prohibwed  m  order  10  prsrterve  an  enduring 
resource  ol  wilderne**  The  hiehest  priority  among 
venous  kinds  ol  visitor  u*e  will  be  accorded  those 
active  on  which  III  are  most  dependent  upon  me 
wildemes*  endowment  and  cannot  be  reasonabfv 
acconsmodated  outwde  ol  wilderne**.  1 A  least  artect 
me  witdeme**  erwironme  ftt 

Conwderation  mutt  be  grven  to  me  abilitv  of  ihe 
•  ildeme**  resource  to  sustain  vnator  ute  without  lot* 
or  dof/adarien  of  me  wildernes*  resource  <ttell 
Carrying  capacity— social  b*o*ogKal  and  phvsical— 
mav  vary  mchyfy  within  and  between  wwderness  area* 
due  'o  variations  <n  ivpe*  and  amnunis  of  ute* 
resource  characteristic*  and  the  raftaoaMtes  of  the 
resource*  to  sustain  different  types  and  amounts  o* 
use*  The  leading  manaeemem  loot  and  document  to 
conuder  these  taoors  and  set  guideline*  tor  managing 
vftjiior  use  w*U  be  rhe  Wiidernest  ss*nagemeni  Plan 
These  psam  wrfl  describe  the  level  m  whMft  an  area  it 
able  10  absorb  use  and  •moacts  and  will  detcrioe 
rrveasure*  needed  to  proteo  wildernes*  -alue* 

The  tollowinq  vpecitir  «uwlanrv  aopue*  10  visnor  use 
**thin  SLM  wilderness 


1  Vim  ■  1  ilinigiitnt 
Vnator  matugement  lechmques  mil  be  uhhred  m 
wildernes*  wnen  necessary  to  presarve  both  the 
■••idernes*  resource  and  ihe  vrsitor  t  wilderness 
experience  and  opportunttie*.  Managemem  ol  vnator 
ute  mil  be  the  minimum  necessary  to  provide  lor  ute 
ot  the  4twM  a*  wiidernest.  and  10  preterm  the 
wider pess  character  of  me  *r9*. 

Vnator  management  should  be  planned  to  matmoin  a 
higfrmuaiitv  wilderne**  resource  and  to  ceotoct  rho 
quality  ol  me  wttckrrne**  experience  The  Wndernost 
Managemem  elan  w4i  conuder  ail  aporoprtere  and 
compatible  method*  to  manage  levels  of  use  mat  *n 
wehm  the  capacity  ot  me  wilderness.  Visrtor 
management  mav  be  earned  out  bv  both  direct  and 
indirect  memod* 

a.  biwiip.  A ktthtvii.  visitor  use  mevoemanaoed 
through  such  indirect  erf  on*  a* 

til  Wildernes* ranger* informing vnaior* about 
let*  congested  M9t*. 

1 21  Obliteration  of  improve  mem*  »t  over- 
crowded or  undesirable  ute* 

<Jl  Improved  acre**  to  tributary  lightly  used 
areas. 

1  m  miormaiion  to  HI  encourage  ute  ol  lightly 
utod  or  retatrvetv  unknown  areas,  or  to  01  ttrest  me 
erpenence*  and  value  to  be  found  ourwde  the  peak 
use  period. 

,Sl  Mmtmire  the  promotion  ot  »n  outdoor 
experience  in  wilderness  and  empnasne  such  use*  ol 
undeveloped  areas  ouiude  wilderness. 

tSl  Reroute  pnmarv  transponatton  am**  from 
mayor  destination  areas,  ruv  spur  ira-it  to  vnaas  or 
camp  areas. 

>T\  Oewgn  and  managemem  of  trail -head 
area*,  indudrnq  access  roads  and  parking  areas. 

81  Education  01  vnirorsaboui  good  wwderness 
mtttntn  and  em*cs 

st  Use  of  buMi-mrriCTion*  or  obstacle*,  such  a* 
iow-*iandard  access  roads 

tlOl  Removal  ol  iritl-head  mpfovements 
and/or  restnction  ol  *-tv-»i  mto  areas  already 
overused  or  wnere  caoaotv  use  already  occur*. 

b    Owed    Midi  11  dt.    More    direct    methods    to 
acfwtve  visitor  management  may  >nctude 

•  II  Regulating  rhe  ute  ot  saddle  horse*  and/or 
pack  stock 

.1  Mavtaf>nf  area*  wrictly  lor  toot  or  horse  use 
only,  to  protect  sensitive  utes  and  resources  or  to 
provvde  diHerent  recreation  oooonunitie*  or  espeet- 
tr*cw%  vmhin  me  wiidernest 

It  Requiring  permm  tor  specific  area*  or  nme 
period*  A  permn  or  regvttration  svsrem  can  be  *n 
,mportant  tool  tor  bom  me  wwderness  manager  and 
witderrws*  vmtor  Soih  svwems  pronde  vmror  use 
data  On  m»  number  and  distribution  or  vnrrors  In 
addmon.  a  permit  or  registration  svsrem  can  ewe  me 
.il— or  wre-specihe  iniormation  hetorul  >n  omounmng 
a  trip  A  permM  svsrem  can  be  unbred  also  10  kerwi  or 
redMtnbute  and  onperse  vnrtor  use 

•41  ummng  the  nunvoer  or  oeopM 
the  nwrnber  peimiited  to  stay  overnight  at  < 


,ft  Lim-rmq  nurnoer*  of  u»e»*    The  vsMdemes* 


Trcpptrsg  of 'urtfearen.  tuchat  mmk  rnjrten  beaver 
and  muwm  it  a  compatible  wildertvett  uw  and  will 
be  jllomd  under  State  law*  ind  reg  uianom  Com- 
rnercial  trapping  will  not  be  permuted  incidental 
trapping,  it  ii  n  nof  the  (rapper  t  -.oh»  source  o> 
Irvefihood  it  permitted 


Rodent*  m  BLM-adminrttered  wilderne**  areat  shall 
bee**mot  from  coot roiptqgramteyceptvm ere  over- 
pooutattom  pote  a  serious  threat  to  other  wtldernett 
value*  or  resources  and  pcooenv  ouiude  the  bound- 
arte*  o*  the  wader  ne**.  Control  protect*  muu  be  ap- 
proved  on  a  case-ov-catc  bans 


Predaoou*  immjit  are  an  imponam  pan  of  natural 
lite  tvwerm  within  wildernett.  Thev  pUv  an  impor- 
tant rote  m  the  natural  selection  and  survival  proretv- 
e*  helping  10  maintain  critical  population  balance*  ot 
wtid  tpeciev  Thev  should  be  able  to  turvive  and  com- 
pete wrth  other  tpeciev  tree  from  unregulated  human 
mterterence  and  the  Traditional  pursuit  ot  toon  or 
bounty,  where  control  ot  predator*  it  necettarv  to 
protect  threatened  or  endangered  wifdhle  specie*  or 
on  a  CM  bv<a*e  basis  10  prevent  special  and  teriout 
kutei  o*  domettic  livestock  it  will  be  accomplished 
bv  method*  which  are  directed  at  eliminating  the  o*  • 
fending  indrviduari  while  at  the  tame  time  prevent- 
ing the  lean  potwbte  hazard  to  other  ammatt  or  to 
wttdemett  vtvtor*  Potion  bam  or  rvanide  gunt  are 
not  compatible  Conirot  programt  will  be  carried  out 
bv  or  under  the  direction  ot  the  u  S  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  (FWSt.  the  BLM.  or  State  agenciet.  and  will 
be  comment  with  the  Secreiarv  ot  ihe  Interior  t 
poJioet  on  animal  damage  conirot  and  with  the 
Memorandum  ot  Undemanding  between  the  81 M 
and  FWS.  Programt  will  compiv  with  BIM  Animal 
Damage  Conirot  ptam  where  mete  nave  been  pre* 
vtoutlv  adopted  the  State  Orenor  will  approve 
predator <om rot  programt  on  a  ca*e-bv-ca*e  baut. 
and  under  tuch  condition*  at  10  enture  minimum  d*t- 
turtjance  to  ihe  wrtdernett  retource  and  visitors 

Approval  ot  predator  control  action*  mutt  be  con- 
tingent upon  a  dear  showing,  thai  rhe  removal  of  the 
offending  predatort  will  not  dimmrtn  the  wilderne** 
value*  o«  the  area,  becautc  thr*  kind  of  wildlite  it  an 
integral  pan  ot  the  wilderneti.  at  well  a*  an  adiuno 
jo  the  vrtnor  t  eipenence 


IIL  L  Fare,  Wiiert,  and  Disease  Management 


Alt  tire*  will  be  controlled  10  prevent  lot*  of  human 
lite  or  propenv  within  wtldernett  areat  or  to  prevent 
me  *pread  ot  tire  to  areat  lutwde  ot  rhe  wilderne** 
where  lite,  retourcet.  or  propenv  mav  be  threatened 
Human-cauted  wildtrret  will  be  prevented  and/or 
controlled  unlet*  the  fire  meett  wilderne**  fire 
management  obteciivet 

b    Natural  Hre 
Natural  hre  tie    lightntng-cautedt  •*  normally  a  pan  of 


ihe  ecology  ot  the  wilderne**.  and  human  effom  to 
ban  th*t  agent  mav  have  ie*ulied  m  significant 
ecoloeical  change*  in  the  flora  and  fauna  ot  tome 
areat.  in  oroer  to  return  tome  witdernett  ecotvttemt 
to  a  more  natural  tiate.  m  mav  be  appropriate  to  allow 
natural  fire  to  bum  but  onlv  in  coniormance  with  an 
approved  fire  Manaeement  Plan  and  the  overriding 
tire  guidance  m  tecnon  <ai  above 


Where  natural  lire  unoer  pre*cnotion  doe*  not  meet 
witdernett  lire  management  obiective* .  preicnbed 
burning  with  ignmon  bv  Bureau  pertonnel  mav  be 
allowed  on  a  cave-bv-cate  ba*it  ior  the  following 
purpote* 

(It  To  reintroduce  or  maintain  ihe  natural 
condition  of  a  fee-dependent  ecotmem. 

lii  To  retiore  tire  where  pa*t  una  fire  control 
meature*  had  mtenered  wrth  natural,  ecological 
proce*tev 

1J1  Where  a  prirnarv  value  of  a  given 
witdernett  will  be  perpetuated  at  a  retutt  ot  the 
burning,  or 

|4i  Where  h  will  perpetuate  a  threatened  or 
endangered  tpeae*. 

Prescribed  hre*  will  be  allowed  only  in  conformance 
with  an  approved  Fire  Management  Ptan  State 
Director  approval  rt  required. 

d  ■■  wuwal  ot)  tvJeeetc  ei  Wee  Conttei  Acitetafcei 
Temporary  tire  camp*,  net  it  pott,  and  other  titet  u*ed 
tor  lire  *uppre*won  or  control  activiiie*  thall  be 
removed  upon  completion  at  ute  and  the  tite 
rvhabiliiated  to  at  natural  a  ttate  a*  po**ible 

e  Hre  Detection 
Fire  detection  method*  necettarv  10  meet  witdernett 
obteciivet  will  be  u«ed.  Structure*  tuch  a*  lookout* 
may  be  mamtained  or  comtructed  it  they  at*  the 
minimum  nece**arv  10  achieve  wildernett  manage- 
ment oofeciive*  and  mere  it  no  other  alternative 
detection  method  Preference  will  be  given  10 
detection  method*  which  have  the  least  permanent 
impart  on  witdernett  value*,  tuch  at  aircraft 
overflight*  and  loot-out*  located  outvde  thr  wilder- 
ne** boundary 

t  Pi i  tjuppiiiaiai 
Pre-tupprettion  aciivmet  mav  be  all  owe  rl  10  meet 
wilderrvett  manaaemeni  obiective*  and  where  necet- 
tarv tor  the  protection  ol  the  public  health  or  tatetv 
All  pre -suppression  orogram*  will  beaddretted  in  rhe 
Fire  Manatemem  Plan 


Fwe-tuoprettion  meature*  and  technique*  thall  be 
uted  which  achieve  the  wilderne**  manaeement  ob- 
teciivet with  ihe  minimum  adverte  impact  on  rhe 
wilderne**  retource  Preierence  thafl  be  given  10  the 
methodt  and  equipment  which  leatt  after  the  land- 
tcaoe  or  ditium  the  land  surface  Strurturet  and  im- 
provemenit  thall  be  located  outude  the  witdernett 
boundary.  eKepf  rhote  that  are  the  minimum  necet- 
tarv to  achieve  wilderne**  management  obiectivet 


The  lotlowme  c omirterationt  will  be  covered  m 
each  Fire  Management  Plan  -  wtldernett  manaeement 
obteciivet  ior  the  area,  hntonc  fire  occurrence  na- 
tural rote  ot  hre.  propoted  degree  ol  suppression  et- 


pected  tire  behavior  acceptable  suppression  iech- 
niquet  smoke  ma nattemeni  and  eitectt  on  adiaceni 
landowners  The  otan  will  roniorm  to  criteria  estab- 
lished bs  the  Bl  M  denning  the  limiit  01  acceptable  tire 
weather  tire  henatior  and  tire  efiectt.  Earn  Fire 
Manaermeni  Ptan  will  be  written  to  conform  to  the 
Wilderness  Manaeement  Plan  tWMPt  ior  the  area  <t 
addresses  and  will  become  an  addendum  to  the  WMP 
uprm  approval 


in«ert  and  nne^^e  outbreak*  will  not  be  artificially 
rnntritlled  unle*»  h  i*  necettarv  to  protect  timber  or 
other  valuahte  resource*  outside  ot  the  wildernet% 
area,  oi  m  «.o«'Cial  in*tance«  when  lott  to  resource* 
within  a  wilderne**  m  undetirable  le  tt  absence  ol 
romrut  would  threaten  rare  or  endangered  plant*  or 
jnirrultl  Sjch  rnntrot  meature^  will  conti*l  ot  ihe 
ritertive  rorntttnaturn  ol  artiom  which  have  the  teatt 
jiivfi-j'  iti[Mii  no  ihe  witdernett  retource 

Sftecial  rare  mu«t  he  taken  when  u*mc  rhemiraK  or 
other  amiirial  method*  to  control  inter!  and  Hit- 
ea*e  outbreakv  heraute  ot  iheir  potwble  adverte  et- 
ten  on  ihe  total  rMntntt*ral  rommunnv 


ln-^o  or  rliwvnrf-  mi|)|Uihm(io  |KOrertMn  01  My 

rtr^»  mu«i  h«-  j|>pri»iil  fK  the  Dirrnor 


IIL  f .  Water  toource  Management 


ilder- 


VV^ii*r-Jinrt  n^HH.iii<»n  mav  he  undertaken  where  de- 
irrioraiiil  mmI  jml  h\i1rnloKir  ■  onditions  rau*ed  0> 
hunun  l>oinv>  or  humjn  mllui'nrrv  «reair  a  seriout 
Thtr*  it  «tr  ii^--  r>i  wilderne*^  valuer  or  where,  even 
ihfiuizhnoinuman-*  uuvpd  ihe^ei  onrtttiom  prevent  a 
■  triinite  ha/-inl  10  lilenr  prooertt  or  where  tut  hcon- 
i In m mix  rouki  rauvr  ^eriou*  oeftrecianon  ol  impor- 
um  environmental  nualitv  Oui«>de  the  wtldernett 
Where  mm  h  (lannert  air  not  imminent  or  where  natural 
veneration  mjv  ne  etpecien  to  return  <n  a  reaton- 
jhte  time    rr-u«iraiion  work  will  not  be  done 

R.- j-'  ihlKhiiH-m  ..i,  ,r ^ft.m.in  js  j  waierUtecl-re*- 
liffjreet  mpaMtre  •nwi-  ihitr  .*  no  rravnruhte  e»- 
nertjtion  or  natural  healinte  will  be  acromplKhed 
jyfit  native  or  naiuralired  tpertet  Cwertand  mo- 
ton/eri  equtoment  will  nni  be  used  where  more  prim- 
itive equipment  ran  arrnmnlrsh  the  restoration  oo- 
nh  lives  Itception*  must  hetullv  lusiitied.  based  upon 
sefirH/Mmrmnent  mreat  tohienrfownstream  value*  Ap- 
proval h*  the  Director  is  required  tor  all  waterthed 
restoratmn  proposals 


I    Water  I 


Protection  ot  wildernett  value*  and  manaeement 
obreriivr*  «enerallv  pn?clude  ute  ot  water-vie*d 
improvement  technique*  Water-vietd  imorovement 
presf-nofirvm  it  contemplated  mutt  be  clearly 
n«mn.itiok>  with  maintenance  ot  the  wilderness 
rrsourtr  The  Dtreoor  t  apqroval  is  required  tor 
protect  approval 

b    Ne*«  Water-OeiilopeiiHl  Structven 
lhec*MjMt«.nmeni  01  new  waier-ieeutaiinttviructuret 


power  imiallationt  and  related  improvement  ^ 
pect  10  approval  bv  the  President  i  Range  at  «**'* 
liie  water-devetoomeni  tiructuret  are  dnrui  ,  '"** 
oer  separate  tubheadmet  and  are  not  tui  lit**' 
Preuoential  aoprovai  i  it  ^  " 

TheBlM  sconcluwomand  recomnvrtsdatHyy  "   V' 
neciion  with  proposals  lor  new  waier-reto*.     ,^-c 
veiopmenit  will  be  bated  upon  rrjrtvprehent  ,V|(W« 
iual    iMormaiion   developed   bv   an  enviroi  J- 
anatw*    and   dratt  and  (mat  environmental  ?^r 

*p*^ 


siaiemeni*.  at  pretcribed  bv  the  National  ( 
menial  Potrcv  Act  The  final  enwronrnentai 
statement  requires  (he  Director  t  approval  ' 
ommendation 


in  m  favor  ot  ihe  proposal  n  \  #&» 
bated  upon  a  clear  showma  that  itte  pubbr  .  ' '  ^. 
be  gamed  eireed  rhe  values  that  would  be  I  V0,r 
that  the  need  cannot  be  met  oulwde  the  writ  V  ^,- 
When  a  propoted  uructure  n  thut  tound  to  b  I j  ^ 
oubtir  .merest  rorrwderation  should  also  6  '/L*y 
to  a  recvjrwmendation  10  etclude  the  appkcal  ,  ^  #, 


«t»«  (ita-B 

Retervoir*  duche*.  catchmentt.  and  related  I  *■>« 
tor  me  control  or  uteotwaier  mav  have  eiiuei  M0'1" 
BIM  wtldernett  under  valid  per  mm  or  pri  ^r,''i 
ihorrtv  prior  to  the  area  t  detitnanon  at  esk  h*"* 
Thete  ma<r  be  maintained  il  fhev  are  neetfet  #t#**i 
public  mtereti   ot  at*  a  pan  ol  a  vakd  e«uin  o*  '> 

Routine  mamienance  and  repair  ot  an  etittie  jy  t„ 
lure  which  doe*  not  chante  the  ior  anon  un 


p  ontnnai  intended  tiotaeecap*    ^ 
be  aoproved  bv  the  Siate  Oiren  Vfc*« 


mav  include  occasional  motonred  arrets  «* 
other  reavonaote  or  pranical  alternanvet  etn 


or  tncreate  me  o 

retervoir  m*v  be  approved  bv  the  State  Orect  >TJ,^ 

operation,  maintenance  and  repair  ot  tuch  I  %.fj 

'l^d* 
Hit 

Reconttruriion  ot  anv  strunure  or  reuoraii-  *  *"* 
natural  bodv  of  water  to  nt  original  or  hittn  Sr*" 
mu*t  be  approved  bv  rhe  State  Deecror  P  ^'*"' 
mean*  ot  trantpon  and  hand  took  mII  b  v"01 
where ve i  and  whenever  teauble  4  •,* 

I  aw 
Arw  prooovai  m  increase  the  siorate  capar  ,  ,«t 
reservoir  or  replace  a  revervoir  whirhwatno  t**# 
a  valid  permit  ar  the  lime  rhe  unit  wat  •■von  :»,<** 
■mo  the  National  Wtldernett  Preteryaiion  t,w 
will  be  romidered  a*  a  new  strunure  and  ^<,?* 
•o  approval  bv  the  ere*ideni  ,  +$ 

The  witdertvevs  manaiement  plan  should  c  'u'j' 
evaluate  each  improvement  to  determine  it  rt  V 
tinuatton  ot  the  ute  rt  needed  m  the  public  '    si1 
or  it  pan  01  a  valid  eyrtnnt  rifht   Matntenarv <  'c 
and  methodt  mutt  be  tperilicallv  stated  >l  '  '» 
prove  mem    ••>   to  remain    If   not    rhe  impro  '* 
should  be  allowed  to  deteriorate  naiuratt*    rt* 
natural  prorettet  themtetve*  cannot  ehentv  V 
vaielv  return  rhe  abandoned  improvement  bi  ;  -"T 
natural  condition    restoration  bv  other  mea   i 
beuted  Only  hand  tabor  and  toot*,  and  tee*  'rt*1 
native  or  rtaiuraltred  specie*  "***  be  permp  *\i^ 
restoration  proteett  are  tuDtert  to  approval  V 
Staie  Otrenor 
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d.  imam  Me* 


went 


The  measurement   ot  tnow  within  BIM  wildernett 
rt  pet  mined  under  the  following  conditiont 

Hi  Measurement  of  mow  writ  be  accomplrthed 
bv  prrmmve  meant,  rt  u*e  ot  a  helicopter  we*  *o 
ettablfthed  practice  in  meetunng  *nryw  wrthtn  *o  ana 
poo*  to  wildernett  designation  thai  tame  ute  mav  be 
permuted  However  wavt  and  meant  ot  eliminating 
the  need  will  be  explored 

■2)  no  new  data  t»te*  can  be  ettabtrthed  unte*i 
thev  ani  part*  ot  protect*  approved  bv  the  President 
under  ptravruon*  of  Section  aidtiai  of  the  Wilder- 
ne«t  Act  Ute  ot  e«f*nng  data  site*  mav  continue 
until  adequate  correlation  can  be  established  with 
data  trte*  ouiwcie  the  wilderne**.  installation  of  auto- 
mated equipment  iteming  device*,  data  rotiection 
platform*,  etc  t  mav  be  permitted  on  a  temporart 
batn  at  emting  data  suet  to  accelerate  the  develop- 
ment of  corretMion*  w*th  data  trie*  outvde  the  wil- 
dernett Vcett  will  be  bv  primitive  mean*  eecept  a* 
tpeciticallv  orowded  tor  m  ill  above 

lit  Only  miniaturized  and  unobtrutrve  ivpet 
ot  equK>meni  mav  be  installed,  and  mutt  be  camou- 
flaeed  to  blend  with  the  terrain  a*  much  at  potubte 
Practice*  turn  at  burwnti  eqwpmem  and  usmt  an- 
tennae which  ran  be  removed  ounrvi  nonute  oeriodt 
will  be  uted  io  minimise  the  vtuai  imoactt  ot  me 
data  site 

e  Water  Qui** 
Maintaining  or  enhaocine  water  qualev  <s  ot  ht«h 
priority  >n  managemem  ol  me  wildernett  resource 
Water  quairrv  monnorint  imirument*  and  hvdro- 
meteorotocicai  device*  mav  be  permitted  if  these  ire 
the  minimum  necettarv  lot  protection  ot  the 
wildernett  revamce  All  instruments  and  device*  mutt 
be  miniaturized  and  unobtruuve  No  motorixed 
vehicles  will  be  permuted  tor  imiallanon  mainte- 
nance  or  momtorint  and  surveillance 

weeSn^r  wMMtvition  t^ier  Wiiarmrit 
Ote  ot  tanOt  wnnm  the  National  Wtldernett  Preser- 
vation Svuem  a*  lareet  areas  tor  weather  modiitcation 
anivnie*  will  not  be  aooroved  unlet*  rhe  lotlowmg 
conoinont  are  met 

111  The  prooooent  can  provide  reevonable 
tcienriKailv  suooonable  assurance  (hat  the  acnvi- 
net  will  not  produce  oermanem  tutytiantial  chantes 
m  natural  ronditinm 

<it  The  proootai  doe*  not  include  any  leature 
that  mtttn  rea*onaoiv  be  evpected  io  produce  con- 
dition* incompatible  ifl  aopearance  witn  me  wil- 
derness environment  or  reduce  us  value  lor  recrea- 
tion vrenic  vrientiiK  education  rontervation  or 
htttortcal  use 

The  erierrs  of  weainer  moditiratinn  aciiyitres  mav  be 
permanent  or  lemporarv  dependmc  uoon  the  ivoe 
duration  and  decree  ot  rhan«e  in  weather  orougnt 
about  bv  mat  eflrwit 

Cenerail*  tnort-irrm  weatner-modiiicanon  acitvi- 
■  •es  «mtrn  *,ii<  produce  onu  occasional  incidental 
•emooiarv  o»  'ransnor*  <- nance*  >n  me  «veathe* 
witn  rarrvover  etterts  on  me  crouna  lasnnc  onK  a 
lew  dav*  oevond  me  actual  vredinc  penod  ran  oe 
permitted  over  wilderness  because  little  or  no  oei ma- 


nent  identrtubfe  ccologKal  or  phvucal  impact  M 
Itketv  Conversely,  long-term  weather  modification 
proeram*  which  will  produce  a  repeated  or  pro- 
tonted  change  m  the  weather  dunnc  any  part  of 
tuccetuve  veart  are  iiketv  to  have  a  direct  and  often 
Substantial  impact  in  term*  of  ecological  and  phvu- 
cal  ettern  even  though  the  human  contribution  to 
thete  impact*  on  ihe  ecology  and  phvwcal  condi- 
tfom  on  me  cround  mav  be  obtcured  bv  the  tact  that 
ihe  activrtie*  atr  earned  on  outtide  or  above  the  wil- 
Oernett  thev  nevermetett  can  be  recocni/ed  to  be 
the  retutt  ot  human  acitvme*  and  therefore  cannot  be 
per  mined  where  fhev  will  otrecitv  attect  wtldernett 
ana\ 

State  Director*  will  gainer  necettarv  information 
relative  to  item*  1  and  2  and  make  recommendations 
to  the  Director  on  anv  activity  ot  application  The 
Director  will  approve  activities  or  irvtuHatinn*  relative 
to  weather  modification  aliening  wilderne** 

iil  a  A*  Qudih 

Under  the  Clean  Air  Act  tat  amended  19771  BLM- 
admtnruered  lands  were  given  Class  II  air  qualuvrlas- 
tthcation  which  allow*  moderate  deterioration  as- 
sociated with  moderate  wel Controlled  industrial 
and  population  crowth  The  BIM  will  martace  desig- 
nated wilderness  area*  a*  Class  it  unlets  rhev  are  re- 
classified bv  the  State  a*  a  result  of  the  procedure*  pre- 
trnbed  m  the  Clean  Air  Act  tat  amended    1«77» 

According  to  the  Clean  Ait  vi  air  auaiiiv  recta*- 
uticanon  •*  ihe  preroeatrve  oi  the  State*  The  State* 
muu  follow  a  prortPtt  mandated  bv  the  Clean  Atr 
Act  Amendment*  of  1977  involving  a  studv  ol 
health  environmental  economic  social  and  energs 
ettect*.  a  ptablK  heannt.  and  a  repon  io  the  6n- 
vtronmentai  Protection  Agent  v 

Administrative  acnom  within  wtldernett  areas  will 
rompfv  witn  the  air  oualnv  rlatsitication  tor  that  soe- 
cific  area 


III.    H.    RangeUrvd  Mjoagement 

1    Utwctech  Oaatng  Operatton* 

Section  4tdtiaii2<  Of  me  Witderne*i  Act  provides  lot 
continued  livestock  crannc  wnere  established  onor 
io  oesicnannc  me  atra  as  wilderness  The  obiemve 
ol  livestock  tvujnacerneni  in  wilderness  is 

Lnii/e  me  torace  resource  ifl  rontormits  with 
etiaolished  witdernett  ooiertives  lot  each  area  and 
ihe  BIM  cra/mc  recutations  ,a|  C'R  *  '00.  *nn 
throucn  practical  reasonable  and  unnorm  appx 
canon  oi  the  roncretsionai  ■uHlHinn  and  pplu  i 

furmer  mticni  on  rhesuOtecf  «  m  me  Conference  Re- 
pon on  S  2>0v  iHoute  Reoon  9tVH2tti  unoer  me 
neadmc  Crarmc  m  National  Forest  wiqernes. 
Areas  The*e  rnneresstonai  Cuideiine*anci  pours  are 
•o  be  rons*dered  <n  me  overall  ronieat  nt  mi  ou' 
poses  and  dnet-non  oi  me  Wilderness  4Ci  ano  will  be 
aooned  nationwide  In*>«  sre  reprmieo  n»>re  .er- 
nai>m  as  an  nrnoi  irons  Mouse  Report  vtv-M^b 


t  m  maatmmai  tumm  Wlhtaimm  Aeaa* 
Section  •i<jii*ii  2\  o*  me  vvtioemets  Xr-t  states  >he  cra/mc 
oi  Wvesrark  wnere  euaotrslsed  prior  to  me  etieenve  date  of 
tHit  An  snaM  be  permmed  io  rorvnnsie  subien  to  turn 
reasonable  lecwiations  *s  an  iwrmd  necessarv  bv  me 
Secretary  o*  *cr  Culture 

The  tegtlUttve  rmtorv  of  mrs  lancuace  ts  very  ctear  in  us 
•rwrni  thai  livestock  cra/mc.  and  activities  and  rtse  nerctsarv 
tanrmet  losuopnri  a  kveuock  crannc  program  wtllbepei- 
mwtedioronimuein  Bujkjggtal  toreu  wwfler nest  area*  wWgjti 
vurh  cra/mg  m*%  evtabwsned  prior  io  cUssmrai  pon  ot  an 
area  as  wwjerwess 

Including  ttiote  areat  esiabinned  m  me  Wilder  nest  An  ot 
t**M  Corvavets  has  destgrsaied  vonse  tag  areas  roverinc 
tenth  adminiMcitd  bv  m*  forew  Service  fnii  and  Vvildlilr- 
Servvre  Xtional  'art  Serwre  and  Bureau  m  Land 
Manaeement  #.  ctenoonenrs  of  me  **a*tooM  yviktevnest 
fS*MiMtton  Svuem  a  wmwBfi  ttt  ttsete  areas comam antve 
grarmg  programs  whtcri  ar*  cortduried  pursuant  toentiing 
authorities  in  ail  turn  rates  wnen  enaning  legrslaiion 
nassiiaing  an  area  as  wiidernes*  n  nn  arm  nr  imrm  ot  thr 
Congress  oavro  on  solid  ev«enr  e  developed  bv  lesitrivons 
ai  putjtvi  neartrvgs  mat  in*  praettcat  language  ot  tfse 
Witdrrnest  *ci  vuK)  aoofv  <o  gra/tng  wMtstn  witoernesi 
areas  adrrswiiviind  bv  ail  federal  acenciet  not  rust  ttse  forest 
Serwre  wi  lact  special  language  appears  m  *•<  vwloernes* 
wgtUanon  itvytntemoisvriirnnioassuremattiseapplicaol' 
provmom  ol  rise  vvilderness  An  iivrlufling  Section 
*idi'«M2t  wui  aootv  to  aw  wiiaernett  areat  regardtes*  ot 
aggnrs  iumd«iion 

tutiitei  during  me  Vttts  Congress  Congrestionai  eommii- 
•ee*  becaww  increaunciv  aniurbed  m«i  oespHe  me  san- 
guace oi  sectwyn  *<ni*"  .'■■  m  me  vViiderness  Act  and oespne 
a  nnirjrv  ot  nearh  IS  *ears  <n  aodtesstng  *nO  provtOang 
gu*Uinc»  'O  ir«r  wikacrn^i  managfiseni  agenrtes  ior6***t- 
dpww  nt  oi  wiv3e*rsess  marsag  tea  m  potwtes  M"o<ui  hjmi 
aominrsiratwe  teguunorss  and  osuwies  were  acting  io  d» 
OKirage  gracing  in  viiotrmu  or  imouii  restrvnmc  or*-ifse- 
grouna  ac*—mw\  ngccssarv  ior  proeer  cra/mc  managemem 
to  adoress  inn  o*oo*em  -o  rsouse  CorMMtrr  nn  interior 
and  insular  Attairs  geoons  igVAiOand  wn;i.  spenhcalh 
provMled  gurtlanrg  as  lorsow  wciion  *<)"  *••  ii  ot  trie  vvilder- 
rvM*  An  sftosed  be  mrerpreicd  tlsn  tuaunr  appeared  HI 
mete  repons  js  lotlowv 

Senron  *«rt >■  *<■  2*  o*  tfse  vvildernets  An  uatet  mat  giai  - 
'"i  m  wMOvvness  areas  H  evubtisned  pnor  io  deugna 
t«n  oi  me  area  as  wildernett  shall  be  permttted 
'Ororttinuv  «uO«en  to  sucn  reasonaore  rvguUiiorvt  at  *ir 
dee  ewe  necessary  o*  me  veneiarv  ot  AgiKuiiute  'u 
i-L»rn«  an\  lingering  OouO"  me  tommntee  wnnes  to 
stress  i*ii  inn  language  means  mat  there  shall  be  no 
rsrrianment  ot  gra/mc  pe*mm  or  privilege*  m  an  *>r* 
sntsoit  Bee asne  *  rt  oet>«naied  as  imiderness  *s  uaied 
m  me  forest  Serwre  reguuxiorvt  >  M>  CIS  A)  7l  g*a/mg 
•■*  w*vse"w>ss  area*  omirsamv  *ill  be  rontrofled  wnoe* 
•ne  eenerai  reguUjnons  governing  glaring  ol  livesiork  n» 
Natiorsai   forests  Ihn  mrludes  use  establishment  <%l 

notmti  i  intT  eiofrwnn  iM  «ilo*nwvH  wmwitnrw 
ourv,  lu'invvmore  wnoernes*  an-eMiwi  ihouid  ng" 
or  eve  «i  -ne  i*stin*e  nanr  e  m  evniinc  ienr  m  or  ome- 
'"*"*•  iwiiinww  imoiovemenis  nnr  tfietomirur 
iion  tno  maintenarsrg  t  new  <enres  o'  '"leoemwu 
•m«  "  rte  ■  o»ni»i"  *.ir>  «|lmmem  "i«iutfm>m 
(Htm  ano  m  wmris  «re  nereswr*  tor  me  protection  i' 
me  '*"•«■ 

Oesoiie   "ve  language  01  mate  >m  -*wf     t*g|    11  near - 


e-»*ieo  mat  %*iionai  in« 


me  netd.  and  are  Iraugnt  wti  pvono*ei»rirwnfs  *n    ■■ 
are  not  in  accordance  wvm  Secnon  antManii  pi  thg  tf-td 
nevt  An     Thn  had  led  10  demands  on  me  pan  at    "*.. 
uyimmea*  rttat  sen  ion  atditau^i  rn  me  nacerneit  ,>„ 
amended  10  rtentv  rhe  mtrmmtm  or  Congren  n   •■ 
because  ot  me  great  dnwrtnv  ot  condrtmm  wnea  ml 
grarmg  use*  untiuding  dtttereni  ctetse*  of  vein  JMi 
managed  on  *t  pubhe  tend*   rhe  Conterget  ire*     -*Vt 
orvginat  broad  language  of  me  WiWecrwst  An  n  I    t  ,y 
unchanged     Anv  ammpr*  to  draft  seecitv;  uatvtt  ,r«- 
kvaee  covervng   gracing  in  the  ewnrg  «ik*fiwsi    » 


awterersi    Pepatimenist  mignt   ptove  10  be  uneu  v* 

m  a  toecrtc  arwa   and  deprive  me  tend  manage***  *  ' 

cwt  ol  tfeirote  opponunews  to  manage  ■'«*"*  *  >"' 
nve  and  reemnr  see  seecmc  tetfsson 


•sung  Language  and  10  include  me  loUo—nt  run  p(| 
gu-deimei  and  soeciirr  Haigments  ot  cwtteine  ,>  f 
li  n  me  imennon  oi  ihe  conieree*  mat  me  gu*eet*i  sd 
cwvrm  be  corvudered  m  me  overafl  centeii  o*  n  r  ' 
pose*  and  direction  or  me  yvitderne**  ***'  *  "  *'' 
ntw  Act  and  mat  mev  be  prompif*  turn  **g  *  ■»" 
■i>uvi"w  imu  «nd  made  avaitebte  10  fores*  Serve*  m  e  , 
at  al  vvvett  and  to  ail  holder*  of  permm  tor  rv*n  *- 

1     There  shall  be  no  curtjtfmgnrt  ot  CJtmg  *  w*  its  , 
anras  wnpti  because  an  anra  a  or  has  been  or***   "  , 
■ivflerneti  nor  should  ■iwmrneti  deuersitirvvi  mw  " 
eve  ute  pv  aummniraion  10  stowiv     onate  <W    mr-    " 


m  aMOerness  af.'m  mould  be  made  as  a  r«*ua  »"  *' 
■n  me  normal  grarmg  argf  und  management  punn  *■  1 
ppMCv  sernng  procew  gwuvi  corvudnation  to  *•'•*■  1 
daret  range  condrtion  and  me  project <w  ot  mi  w  , 
revaunre  rroen  oewnor^uon 


"  n  anwnpated  r*at  me  nunvaers  or  iiwuort  9*tm  *o 

grate  m  wiwnvjn  wouW  temain  at  me  igpnnwe  ■* 

eviutng  41  me  tune  an  arwa  enters  rise  ■wHineii  " 

n    ujnd    martegement    puns    meg   cotstiusiwn   '  * 


A         10         'ng    n   »MaeviveM  . 


rouM  be  meoe  available  wirrt  no  advene  imgan  on  * 
nest  values  vtrf-n  as  puns  comrnurvjiw*.  prerwrer  reo  (• 
and  mmdtiie  oooutervpn*  or  habwat  mw  .nrtvnesi-  • 
mev  be  oewnnubte  Tfvn  n  not  to  •mptv  ho»ieii  *■ 
1  itsetl  to  AtjAa  or  vveuorn  vwree  * 
new  laran-w  *r  «■  " 
r  gtaaing  inetugrmem  i»  • 
oer  nets  area* 

:    The  maintenance  01  tsdkoonmg  taciiew*   """"  '* 

anra  onor  to  us  cUnwiM-anon  as  wtloernett  iirgsugirt  * 

irne  caoim  vtater  welh  and  fines  uor»  tanas  err     *  1  * 
uo*e  -n  wMOerness 

v>ne»e  oran^ai  aisernartves  do  "Ot  ««    -nenwm  ■ 
orrser  amveiesmavOeacromowsneo  through  me  ore    • 
use  or  moron  reo  eov»of*vetn    Irsn  mav  mriuae  <or  rt   * 
•ne    use    or    aer*noes    10    maimain    «i»i    songs      •• 
'tvevs  ior  ma«or  lenre  reoam   o*  soeoaHte«  rdyvgr   '* 
reoaw  «t«cs   wareiing  iecnii<e«    surn  ottaurwsai  usr    " 
•  onreo  eoseome*M  tnosed  oe  evpressi*  »»iif*oriieg 
flra/mg  orxniit  io>  me  uri  involved    'hg  use  Oi  "*> 
eou-omem   <nou«e  oe  Oeseo  on  *  rure  ot  gractiC*    e 
ui*  jrvg  leasonabw  ne n   n>i  rune*  moioriiec  er/u 
need  "<f  oe  mowB  ior  me  oiacemem  91  rw  Ou  " 
or    san  or   omgv    *<-!.»«■«    •mere  \uen  enivrtiv^  '■   * 
wnegav   ano  o*an<raiiv  Oe  accomovsherl  on  tvgnet  * 
'ooi    O"  me  ome*  n«np    .1  n%av  be  * 


There    —II    b*    no    uiiumMnp    Of 

aadation  ol  wilderness  character 

,    II  mechanical  or  motonred  equipment. 

-i.rfra.eiicopf*r  and  rued  -me.  aitcran  tbbvond 

a.  .til  Be  used,  there  it  no  reasonable 

In  The  reclamation  mee»ur*»  included  in 
•  M'  Ofltflliom  «f«  adequate  to  orovtde  lor 
noraa  at  near  as  praencaole  ot  m*  tunac*  ol  tit* 

Tlreaaar— Timber   d«tfrrmined   necessary 

,     ra  I  to  tectlnaie  imninf  activities  Wirt  be  cul 

„.  mrvnpiet  ol  lound  lores!  rruru*|*rn*nt  and 

.     *    JIMI  *•  TO  ITKOHTMI*  UHltl*,  eviOenCeOt  ** 

__.  stUvvduai  tree)  w.U  b*  caretullv  selected  to 
^,,111  obvious  artificial  ooen>n*v  Stumps  will 
1 1 J  Inn  to  rhe  eround  as  praatcal- 

II  He*— The  operator  «•»  be  reqiared  10 

**bf  *  arresters  and  tit*  nim»i«n  on   ill 

u  ombusnon  enemas  durinsj  penodt  ot  lire 

„«  operator  -ill  ffenerallv  be  required  10 

J  ,1111  ol  hjndtooK  in  turtioenl  quannrtm 

»  those  personnel  eipected  10  to  on  ih« 

^,m .   rh»  operator  and  hn  personnel  will  bo 

•ci  10  ««•  mitui  action  O"  «>»»  '"•  '"  m* 

-  <  t—   its*  operanon. 

M  i  other  Hamfiubi*  debrn  will  rwnerallv 
_ja>WSST*«ie    disposal    ro    reduce    lm    h.rard. 

-  «*  moo  bmiduo.  and  mom  rsptdlv  reduce 
er  ol  rhe  timber  cuntntt.  I*  bufntn*  is 
*,  d  *  v-ll  be  in  accordance  with  a  pretended 

-.  m ,  i  *■  etoblitriet  t.r*  jnd  tesourc*  mana«e- 
— «  *cnv*s  burning  will  Be  ofr«ornsed  at 1  limb 
aabVI  bv  the  bi.M  0-stnct  SAenaeer 

,e>  9*.    inl—ibiin     ri —    reclamation   of 
v  ind  ooier  disturbed  areas  -ill  varv  with  me 
■  io     type    ol    toil    erosion    haiard     tvpe    of 
a*  e  cow  and  rvpe  and  eirent  «•  disturbance 
u  ,  nimum.  ill  utet   mil   bo  treated  in  tuch  a 
w  mat  the*  —ll  not  cause  accelerated  erosion. 
•."-»  ol  streams,  i  haiard  io  vnldemeat  visitors,  or 
■a  ury  o<  unduo  d»«radmo«  «  rhb  Und.  Aho. 
.  a  r  .mum.  tli  *»:»»tiom  »•*  «»cnc«l  curv  in  wl 
-4  I  loord  IO  J  ««*»  an^tb  o<  nraoM  C«n«»«llv. 
iM  «  PHI  Of  «<*">  •""•  '*'*  bicibblbd  mMbrul 
•  4   and  -rfl  Ob  nMiUad-  rtorb.  aa  «»rti  imwn  cul- 
n«  a  max  MMbCOM  — « «>•  »  rnrf-mu.  »ma«~n« 
-a)  b  ot  human  acminov  II  Mi  not  bb  pfacncjl 
»,  nm  an  tin  io  in  onn-vai  conouf.  Out  il  «nrl 
„►,  bb  encmrh  rb«>onablb  to  tbtum  it  to  a 
„  ,  wfiK^i  mojttt  aoobaf  to  bb  natural  An  bftort 
■J    mad*  «rhbn  oracnol  and  tebaonabtb  to  put 
rim  equal  m  quurrv  io  rh»  wmich  a«  rimrjfbd 
mbuurbbd  «o»  turlacB  to  promotb  natural  tb- 
-r,  ion  or  to  Jfd  in  tbbtbntj.  wbbtb  natnm  terd  n 
iilb  and  m  uwr  n  rbMonaol*.  ditturtMd  arf-a» 
^1   MOdbd  to  natnrb  pttnt  WbObt  protndbd  thb 
•«  tynalrf  tuppomd  tucb  vbbtunort. 

r,  am  dull  «lbntr»»  aH  uructurb*  and  imrjfCKf*- 
aji  planned  a*  in  adtunct  to  rhb  oorrranon  rh« 
■im  nU  *Ho  snow  rhb  uinmbfb  dnpoution  ot  rhb 
■m  rnnann  and  -mm  ttm  ~U  occur  Thb  obibctn* 

».  to   irwt   rhb  nmOMI    ot    all   - 


.mwuximnn  ^<bn  thb»  *r»  no  tombf  nerdbd  lor 
rhb  protoect  or  lutunt  mininb. 

.  UimicwMrt  ot  undub  0»bJ«d^noi»—  * 
pun  ol  op«f  attorn  mall  include-  mejtuftn  to  o»  ta»«n 
io  orevint  unnecbturv  or  undub  ObbratMlion  ol  me 
area  rbtulttne,  Irom  m*  oropOMtd  oobtanon  'hit  rm* 
ibowre  mraturrn  io  prevent  water  ooiiuiion  mrou«n 
omtamination  or  viitatKin  ot  utearm  wnilb  me 
operation  n  in  pra«r*»  and  to  leave  tne  ute  .n  tucn  a 
condition  mat  a  .ee.eiat.ve  cover  can  Be  reeuaotuned 
Men  the  operation  '«  abandoned.  Sucn  meaturet 
ma«  include  trenchinaj  ol  druuroed  tloobi  olaon* 
nraintno  -alh  to  pnrvent  tadirun  Irom  enrenne, 
.ire am  crunneH.  etc.  H  mev  alto  niquire  rhevtaioinb 
and  uockoilinb  ol  rhe  tootorl  or  tod  trom  m*  area  to 
be  dnturbed  to  that  it  mnjOt  be  tpread  over  ihe 
turtace  nidm  reetubtrvhine  ve«etanon  »<r  and 
none  pollution  are  alto  cnircl!  elementt  Plant  thall 
<, eni.lv  munjjting  meaiurei  to  rmnimir*  n»«  and  air 
pollution 


Mo  bond  thall  be  required  lor  ooeranomconudered 
a  cavual  u»»  A  bond  nuv  be  reowred  'or  anv 
ooera ror  wnoconducn ooeranom  under  *n approved 
plan  ol  operawom.  Ihe  onrrurv  purpove  lor  a  bond  <\ 
io  emunj  comohance  with  me  plan  ol  ooeranom. 
lurbA<r*rnent  lor  ootti  re)  a  bond  k  at  me  divcretron  ot 
ine  auihonibd  olticer 

c.  cmefunlfi  Amu  in  I 
Operaunq  ptam  lor  protoectine  and  mimib  acnv.net 
will  aormillv  involve  turtace  drtturbance  ot  me 
wirderneif  retource  and  will  require  tn  environ- 
mental attewTient  wench  comwleft  the  .moact  ot  me 
propotbd  operanon  on  the  landt  and  all  leat.ble 
alterrutrvet  lor  comolvinfj  vniti  ihe  nfjnrt  ot  the 
emmam  Uoon  complenonot  thearulvtn.  theOitirict 
"**n*1ir  will  determine  .1  no  environmental  .moact 
tuiement  it  needed.  Die  State  Oirector  t  approval  n 
required  lor  preparation  ot  an  eeivvtonmental  unpeci 
vtatement. 


Section  ndiUi  ot  me  Wildemevt  Act  o*  WM 
pretenbet  thai  mineral  eipvbrat ton  and  development 
•ill  continue  m  dbtifjnaied  wildemett  areai  ov  tul.rnj 
■until  mrdttreht  Ofrcember  11.  Ml.  the  united  Statei 
mrmnfj  Uwt  and  all  urw«  oertwmne  to  mineral  leatintj 
trull,  to  the  tin*  eirent  at  aopMabr*  poor  .o  the 
eHectrve  djt*  ot  rhit  Act.  ntend  tb  thot*  landt 
detonated  bv  thn  Act  ■  wiidemen  areet 
Oetnjrunon  ot  an  area  at  witdbmett  maw  not  be  the 
ruvt  tor  dennne,  a  mineral  baa.  permit,  or  iK-nt*. 
tAineral  lewrn  applicarrom  "H)  be  evaluated 
throutjh  the  envnuninenial  at«pitfnefit  pfocett  A 
State  OirbOor  t  determination  io  deem  an  aoolic anon 
mutt  be  bated  upon  bacaqtbond  data  and  lactt  ot 
record  .ndtcatine  rhe  publK  inrerett  woukI  be  better 
terved  be  rhe  .erection  to  at  to  protect  ottte*  retource 
value*,  wilcrbrnett  character  mev  be  taken  -mo 
account  wbe"  makine,  mineral  leaune  decruom  but 
leant  or  pbrrnrn  nuv  not  be  denied  toleiv  on  *e  bain 
ol  a  detir*  to  protect  vnidemew  character  leatan. 
oermm.  of  licfrrnet  itvufrd  arrer  an  area  n  dewenaied 
at  w.kHrnett  and  prior  io  melni-rit  f>cerr«>er  It 


KM)  mull  contain  reatotuble  tiipuuliom  tor  the 
jrotecnon  ol  me  -.Ulerne«  cnaracter  ch  me  .and 
comment  with  me  ut*  ol  me  land!  lor  the  pu.povet 
•or  which  thev  ate  leeted.  permuted  or  ..canted 
vuneral  leatet.  oermm.  or  l^entei  conter  certa.n 
rirjrtlt  uoon  .noivKluait  to  conduct  certain  activinet 
upon  .ne  ouDl.c  'anot  Ueeulai.ont  .mooted  on 
mum*,  letteet.  perm.tteei  or  l.renteet  muvl  oe 
reatonaoie  and  conutient  wnn  me  continued  ute  ot 
ine  anot  .or  me  ourpotet  .or  wnich  the  .eatet 
oermiit  or  i.centet  were  ntueo. 
Ceothermal  lea«r-  n  with.n  me  tcon*  ol  me  bat 
^erta.n.nfj  IP  m.neral  leatine  .n  tect.on  aid..  )i  ol  me 
■.V.ldemett  «ct  Oet.«rvated  w..dernett  a'«a»  will 
remain  available  tor  aeotnetma!  Ieavin«  .o  me  tame 
eitent  thev  were  at  me  nme  ol  detunatton  and  the 
above  iuidel<n*l  on  mineral  leemnf  will  aoplv 


)     .LiliijJ  Pal 

A  patent  convev.n*  bom  turtace  and  mineral  r.«hu 
mit  be  ntued  on  a  .alio  claim  located  or.or  to  me  dale 
.he  area  wet  included  at  a  part  ot  me  National 
w.ldemett  Preservation  Svttem  and  onor  to  mion.e. hi 
Oecemoer  )1    t»J 

ttintng  locanom  thall  be  held  and  uted  tolehr  »or 
rnimne,  for  a  valid  claim  located  tnrr  the  date  an  area 
<\  ettablitited  at  wiideertett  and  onor  to  midment 
Oecember  Jl.  1W.  the  oatent  convevt  title  to  mineral 
MglMt  orrlv  The  paientee  matt  cut  and  ute  to  much  ol 
the  mature  umber  Irom  me  claim  at  mav  oe  needed  in 
the  attraction,  removal,  and  beneticiatton  ot  the 
mineral  depovtt.  'i  the  umber  •!  not  otherwne 
reatonabfv  available.  All  timber  thall  be  cul  under 
tound  princtplet  ot  lorew  manae,ement  All  turtace 
n(htt  are  reverted  to  the  united  Staiet  ftceot  at 
tpecil.caliv  provKled  m  the  w.idernett  Act  or  the  act 
detiinanne,  the  area  at  wildernett  no  ut*  ol  the 
turtace  ol  the  claim  or  .it  retourcet  not  reatonablv 
required  lor  carrvtn*.  on  mar*  or  protpecttnrj  thall 
be  allowed 

No  paient  thall  tttue  aner  Oecember  11  llbl  eiceot 
lor  the  valid  clairm  eiruinaj  on  or  Before  rrudnmnt 
Oecemoer  11.  IS*) 

Once  a  claim  rut  arm  patented  rt  becomet  prrvate 
!and  or  .nrerett  in  landt.  Vcett  will  then  not  be 
governed  bv  a  plan  ol  operarnvm  But  under  me 
policy  in  taction  HI.  8.  V  i 

t    C—.iii  I  Varaeaaa  at  Mrneral  Melt  nail 
Permttt  tn  remove  tuch  materult  will  not  Be  ittued 

S.  Pavatvneolrjaxal  laaatarcea 

To  the  eitent  not  inconvtaent  vnth  the  concept  ol 
wildernett  prevervat.on  and  rhe  intent  ot  the 
W.idernett  Act  paleonloloejice!  retourcet  are  avail- 
able lor  recreational,  icenic.  tctent.lic  educational, 
comervanon  and  hittoncal  uvet  Paleonroloeical 
r*vource».  in  moti  inttancet.  will  Be  tuOiect  to  the 
lorcet  ot  nature  in  ihe  tame  manner  at  other 
wildernett  retourcet.  Sludv  or  maru*ement  will  not 
normally  include  tnt  eacavanon  staoiliuiion  or 
innrroretation  activinet.  Salvaee  ot  oaleonioloaical 
■.net.  eacavanon.  and  collection  ot  artitactt  mav  Be 


permuted  on  a  cate-B.-cate  bant  where  me  oroiect 
.,11  not  deeraoe  me  overall  wndemett  character  ot 

ne  area  and  tucn  acnvitv  it  needed  to  oreterve  me 
oarncuiar    retource      vate     Orector     approval    * 

equ.red  tor  ail  tuch  protecrv 

III.   I.   Adrmnnnatrve  Strudutet  and  facUitte* 

tint.n*aominntrairvet.iet  will  Delimited  totheeint- 
n%  ttructuret  or  metr  reoMcement  w.tn  um.ur  uruc- 
uret  crt  compat.oie  det.an  provided  metr  continued 
jt*  it  neceturv  to  meet  minimum  reqwremenrt  tor 
•he  adminntranon  c.  me  area  Tenlt  will  utuallv  Be 
jted  to  tuoplement  noutin*  and  kiicnen  demandt 
brouint  aboul  Bv  toecial  proient  and  etpanom* 
•vorkloedt  At  maintenance  Becomet  .moracttcal. 
t.rtt  cont«d*rai.on  will  Be  eiven  to  enminat.n*  ine 
ute  Hepucemenf  ot  lacilmet  will  require  tne  Orec- 
•ort  approval  IruWilde»ne«MarueernentPlarrwill 
jddrett  ihe  need  lor  etittin*,  utet  no  new  utet  wui  Be 
planned  unlett  mev  are  me  minimum  neceturv  tor 
mana|cment  ot  the  area  at  wildemet*. 

1  fence* 

Corralt  and  lencet  tor  the  control  ot  administrative 
oadt  and  uddle  tiock  mav  oe  built  ontv  ai  adrmnntra- 
nve  met  wnere  the  amman  are  >e«uurlv  uved  lor 
r>eriodt  ot  more  than  a  tew  davt  duration  New  per- 
manent lencet  utall  Be  constructed  ot  material  com- 
patible with  the  particular  wilderness  Thevvilderneit 
■Aanarjemem  Plan  will  consider  the  need  lor  location 
,s(  and  malarial  to  be  uted  in  adminntraitve  tence 
construction 

1.  rraa> 
Trailt  lor  administrative  purooses  tntv  be  construe  ted 
when  mev  are  the  minimum  neceturv  tor  me  Preser- 
vation or  ihe  wilderness  resource  and  have  Been 
authonred  .n  the  Wilderneit  vtanaeement  Plan 
,  Trailt  and  attociaied  structures  lor  visitor  ute  ate  dts- 
cutied  at  part  or  the  specific  guidance  under  Hecre- 
al.onand  Visitor  ute.  section  III  A  oitnitdocument.i 


New  airtieldt  .ncludine  emerajencv  aintnot.  shall  not 
be  located  m  8I.M-adm.mtrered  wilderness.  The 
Wilderness  saanaeement  Plan  thall  review  estsitn* 
airstrips  and  determine  wnerher  or  nor  to  permit  me 
continued  use  ol  etislin*.  annelds  Such  use  will  Be 
monitored  on  a  reajular  Bans  to  determine  n  'ts  con- 
tinuation is  appropriate  use  mav  be  restricted  wnen 
necesurv  to  protect  wikJemett  resources  luch  at 
..Millie  talues  dunmj  nestme  season  11  ut*  .s  ap- 
proved, nu.nrerunre  will  (enerallv  oe  bv  primitrve. 
non-motonred  eqsjiprnent  onlv. 


4.     rwiwviH 

Helipom  rmt  beconsiructed  and  maintained  at  evisi- 
tn%  administrative  sites  wnere  mev  are  tne  minimum 
neceturv  lor  wilderrteii  ourooset  Complete  lusnrt- 
cation  lor  continuin*  nelipom  or  conttructinaj  new 
ones  will  be  required  unless  otherwise  aooroved  Bv 
the  OireCTCn .  other  nelioortt  shall  not  Be  located 
within  wilderness  areas  rhe  Wilderness  NUna*«tssent 
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n  mM  luIW  ***tu***  *•  »-■*»*  'or  hHioom.  On** 
I  Ixiipijni  roniMt-rrrf.  rh*»  mtntmum r>tw*M«ii'v'to#' 
•  ntrrw  rvwiirr  m»n*vmnm  wil  b*  cowini»f-. 


%  OirtnoA  "w,  iOprcM*  cori-im*iion o*  «nd»> -dv-wi 
".  oon  oi  sMetim  oi  h#rtiHOOM  •»#*•«  ,h**_*^*  ,h* 
•Vim*!*  itttfwn  io*  4-t*»wimJr*lM>n  ot  oio**r»ior» 
o«  -«•  *%  --i*b«ft-rw.  fhe  *iid>rt»«M  Maruie- 
n  r  *«n  mN  luiK  e^i*--»  f>»rt»,po«  «••*   £«»nn 

ntgtotx**  .o^niet-d  ,n  rtv»  W.W»J*»»«*  «*»-#■,«- 
.-  t  Ran. 

i  'tumrd  orrt*  -****>«  •*»*•  ajrr  rh#  iwt-wum  **9tm- 
»   lOf  _diwOWIMIirj"  .t-rf  prof**rtKX»  O*  **  *«*  -» 

if  ««*t.ujt«  rt»e  r»««*  »o»  e-Knn«  *nnj  orooo%«d 
i  *nd  f+>*«  nuimeAir-r*.  f«altti*t  ^ould  M*nd 
\  rh*  ritMUf*.  •s.v-o«,n*« 


**  »4|«nci«.  cooduciimj  «<l*vit»«  -»»fhio  81M 
ds-ts-nf-v*  v^--t  b*  equMlv  cormrvntd  bv  provrwom 

**«•  MfM«i  r-w.  -*-n  hmi  ««  »opi»c*bi-t  io  ih«  «IM 

|H»  tu»dl.in-ri  «•<.  ioprv 

-i  bv  orhw  ««r«nrrn  vh«*l  b»  *******  oerK)--K-i»lv 
tmnrnmne  wftcth**'  it»«**  co«im*ed  emntfK**  •%• 
■mil  tor  m**ttn%  «h«  mtmmwn  r*m»t*m*m\  lor 
mrwrwian  o«  (*.♦  M*«  *.  -w-iw*,-^-***.  it  it «  not  ltl« 
rnonatian  vti*ii  t*  wrn-in-vwd  »nd  rh«  •morow- 
,1m  wrnovvd  Th*  Wtkif**>%  *A*n*wm<  "»« 
u  «MtM  _nd  tMntimm  m«  <topot*ton  o-  -U  **-<h 


1  i  b.  VVIwtfn  -"Mirn  „.. 
«  potrt*  m*  nortit-i.  m»init»fvinc«  mM  nor  *ol*ic«  io 
Mp  ih*m  uiv-b**  *•  n»c«-iiv  tor  *uch  imorov*- 
tm  ihall  b*  cnncalK'  *n*n*m.  it  'he*  am  mx 
--tniij.  (O  mmm  '*>*  rntmmum  r*qun*mmrm  o* 
tmuwrn^onot  ih*m»tdmfm^%  otmmynnMtoiCon- 
ttmwm,  prof-sim  thM  «•.  *ni *,b.*i.M)  on  in*  batn  or 
-t  urunixf  tn«v  -*-■*••  no*  t>9  r»oi>Kvd.  P*aVn*rl.  tor 
■mm  iwpfowwrnn  or  r»tr--W«n-»n*  ot  evnitnf  .m- 
*0-»in-ir.it,  rnu»f  b»  -po»ov«-d  bv  in#  t>f««tor 

C.  T>-»  m*int*n«nc»  o»  r»p»->c»n--'ni  o*  wminf 
if*..  .nMi-unvjfnn  ant.  orh-jv  imp*ova-rw>>nnota  nwno* 
•atiam.  uted  »n  coonvciion  -win  wjch  proivcnai  vnov» 
urvt-s-.  v-ai*;-/  irwciurvnvjint  %»mw  and  in**  -Tuna.,*- 
■ntn*.  and  ^<"0*o*i-rat  uudtsW  ma  c-raoprov>?d  bv  ih« 
*■•  Oirvno*  *-t--»  ifTvuiUieom  mav  tt*  aporowd  it 
**tv  si*  maMul  to  nmw*  *•  minwnum  ff^uirrmen*. 
nor  admnmrai-on  o«  tho  wtdtvvi«w  lor  fhr>  ourpov*n 
Ot  lh«  Witdvrnri-tt)  *rt. 


HI  t  Uw  tm  M**ohmm4  -nd  MocKMMtai 


Travrjl  Mtfttn  *  Bi%*^dmin«i»t»d  »i»d«rnnv  -nil 
rxHtviil*  b*r  Ov  rton-^viotoriaTOd.  non-tn*<r>*nK*i 
•v-tam  comritont  w«tn  rh*>  or«-Mvaiion  01  -»t»d«wri-in. 
mmnctl 


Jh*  mUttm**  rnana*it?ff*pnr  niin  vnll  wpr»riiv  in*  .n- 
Ainr *-,  and  ptaK-f*  tn  *-h«rh  jdrmnniraiivr*  uvf>  o« 
rrwetumted  KfuqinWrtl  merrvanirat  intnpfJi.  o»a.*- 
cratt  n  rh*  nummum  n*»ff-.tjrv  to  pron-n  ami  jdrmn- 
,mct  th*  Wbidaprnsf-,*  t**ou*r*  or  -*  n*-r^wrv  *-  rw"  ot 
i  nortrontornvjnii.  but  a*  t  ewwd.  wtv*.  *hf***",ro**d 
•hat  tj-aioiprnent  *-r»rch  n  tn*  fnirumorn  ivj-rnsarv  in 
ictompti-h  rh«  .at*  -.•<"  **  -W"  -•«»•*-.  ****  Hw 
,  n*  invpao  on  rn#  wttdcrnevt  rryvtHwrr/wrH  b*****ti*4 
Such  rnotor.trd  and  mr*r*-an*ral  «Mtuion>i»nt  u<*  -.•« 
br>  vn«d«l«d  at  i»«t«  and  loratwrn  s«-Jiitfh  *.n  hav* 
th*  t*Mt  iflipKl  on  tht>  *r%»to*N  •nrdrrn»?%«.  evoeri- 
*nf. 

Co*WiiM>m  under  vrhrrh  uv*  mav  b«  *llom*<i  iiaVtttnt 
oiha-nvn*  tttted.  ait  iM  r%  vubt«i  io  ih*  Mandardt 
^pctWd  out  m  me  pre%™din».  paraapaoni  *** 

1  The  pnabttc  ute  ot  4»rcran  or  mo<ortNl->n  v»»hr>-n» 
.heve  ute*  m*r*  etiabtnhed  p*<or  t*»  me  v**  *  deMe- 
ruiion  at  -nsVdrwnevt  mav  be  permnted  to  com.nuf 
W.-deme**  M^atitrment  Want  wHt  atvure  omudic  re- 
view ot  tuch  ute  io  determine  it  ut  connnuaiton  it 
rt^-ettarv  and  .moan. on  the  *9*»  t  -wider neM charac- 
ter are  mininviied. 

I  VtOtorited  and  ntf?cttan-tai  *Wt**mt*  ute  m^i 
be  auihorijed  to*  mtmne  or  protpertine  purootei  n 
approved  m  a  H*n  o*  Opetatron  or  rfl  Mtorianon  with 
*4lid  evntintj  ntrjhrt  R«H«r  io  toeotic  tu-djnc*>  tor 
vtneraH  NrUnaiwment  in  v*n-or.  ill    I 

i.  The  ute  ot  motor  vettvti«..iv-o<oni»detiuipnv»ni 
_nd  mecttan-cai  iranttpon  mav  be  approve*!  to*  <*t- 
tam  tnuaiiom  .nvoivint)  etubttthed  li*etrocl»  urannti 
oparratiom.  *****  to  tpecitic  tuidance  lor  Rarttjetand 
%aUnar4ement  m  tecrion  ill   H. 

a.  Moiortied  eo^ionvent  and  nwchanvtai  tramport 
ur«e  mav  oe  attowed  v-men  *n  fiiteiicncv  ronanton 
t»m  vdtich  invrjrve.  me  heatth  «nd  taierv  ot  vnitort 
Tne  Onir-CT  Manatje*  lor  Ai»a  ftra.trf-aeer.il  deieiatedi 
mav  appro**  tuch  action 

S.  vtotonted  r^o-jipnvent  and  ivtectvan-cal  trantport 
ma*  be  permitted  dunnrj  a  trr*  tuprjr-rrtt»on  *m*t- 
f-tnev  impaat  retuiiine.  irom  o»>*r-and  **htcle  trairet 
,eiiher  t^ow-countn-  travel  or  lemoorarv  road  eon- 
.truciion.  ind  impactt  irom  equtpmen*  ute  mU  be 
obieerated  and  r«r-abd-nt«e.  m  a  manner  -m-rh  per- 
mtn  me  wi-dei-nett  retource  an  orwrjrturmv  »o  n»?*l 
raptdtv  Motonied  eQu*prri«n*  *"d  m»cttan»cal  tram- 
port  uvet  vwH  be  toeciticatrv  addretted  m  a  w.idt-rt-j-vt 
atrea  t  fire  Management  **n  Th*  Otvnct  Minaeer 
lot  *n»«  siktn*^  .1  detetjatedi  mav  toco**  turh 
.CTion    fteter  io  tpecthc  tjurdance  ior  t>*e  t^aru-je- 

m*nt  

k  The  u%e  ot  aircraft  mav  be  allowed  m  nor-t-nter- 
fencv  tmaationt  to  detive*  tuoo»»et  or  m*re*iaH  io 
contiruct  or  iryjinia-n  imorowen-entt  needed  tor  ad- 
m,nnir»tion  ot  the  area  at  -ntdirrwtt  -men  «>*  o» 
pack  and  taddle  Moch  or  other  non-mechanired 
meam  rt  not  teat*b*e  Approv**mutibeauino»iiTdbv 
the  Siate  Orector 

7  Powered  h*r»d-porfab-e  too**  \uch4tcrtain\aw. 
or  roctt  dnlh-  m^  be  approved  bv  me  *aie  f>r*rto* 
•men  mev  are  themimrrHjmr»ecettarvtoradminrMia- 
iivt  purpovrt  .mere  work  fainrtoi  be  MComo*>tned 
-nh  ftcinpowered  lOOlt    .In  vo-»  r.*-f-i    "-»*'  'oott 


m*9  be  n*r*\****  m  trail  comirucuon  jnd  mwitf' 
njnee.  due  to  .imti*i.c*m  ol  rime.  sea--on   etc  l 

g  Mechjniaed  or  moiorited  eqwpmeni  mn  be 
uted  ior  ssv,i*dernett  research  other  *«idernet.- 
enhancinri  purpotet  where  no  other  <liernjnvetetiti 
jnd  -.here  turn  ute  «t  me  minirnum  netettarv  tor 
^rmnniraiiun  o*  the  4*mt  **  w.idr^net,  .jnd  tetfl  not 
detrade  the  area  t  -».Mern«>».f.  ch«raner  inttancet 
could  include  wiidlile  tramptani.  or  nth  tiochint  bv 
State  Ovit<om  or  w.idliie  State  Orecio*  -oo*ov.i  .t 
•-eouired  I  Reter  alto  to  tpecitic  iu>dainre  to*  R^tearch 
and  Studiev. 

9  viatchaniird  o*  motorized  equipment  m»v  be 
uted  m  ffamerin*.  >niorrrui»on  .Mui  retourcet  to 
-on*,  at.  me  ute  rt  companbte  wntt  ptetervaiion  o*  the 
wildernett  envircmmen*  imuncet  rourd  include 
mineral  turwvtov  me  C  5  Ceo*oe»cal  Sun-ev  or  water 
-etourre  .rr*>e*ti«atiriTnv  State  Orecinr  approval  it 
feouired 

itt  Ahere  '***-.. bte  control  or  •mecti  and  di<*at* 
•  til  be  conducted  wirhoui  ute  ol  moion-ed  eauio- 
irient  Omervwv*  jircraii  ute  rt  permnt*b*e  without 
landine,  ol  aircralt  -ip-KOval  mutt  be  aumo*i/ed  bv 
the  State  Orector  on  j  cave-bv-«-ate  batn 

11  \Aotori*red  enuipmeni  necettarv  to  meet  tern- 
porarv  emereenciet  .nvoivint.  v>o*aiiont  oi  criminal 
law  and'or  >n«lurtin*i  the  purtuit  ot  tue.it.vet  mav  be 
approved  bv  ihe  Otinrt  ^^jnj-je*  ior  Area  Manaeer 
<t  detettated) 

II  There  it  no  tpecitic  pronibHion  oi  owertlitjhi  ol 
•.■tdernett  bv  aircralt  tow-ilvine.  jircra"  r aute  rlrt- 
turbanceoirhetoliiudeoian  jrea.  e«cept  in  bona  tide 
emereenriet  turh  at  tearch  and  retciie  r^tont  and 
etteniial  miliiarv  .itiAvion*  low  ilnht  mould  be  dit- 
couraRed  Where  low  overil.«ht  r%  a  problem  or 
e-pecred  to  become  a  problem  wiidernevt  manaoe- 
mem  plant  wHI  prov-de  lor  hanon  with  o*oo*t  rn.lt.arv 
auihontret  the  federal  A«anon  rndmirTibairaiinn  and 
contact  with  pilott  in  me  tenera!  area  ■"  an  eltort  to 
redure  low  tlithi 
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lit  L  natwrii  aatei  Sludiet 

Retearch  n  a  -alid  and  imoortani  ute  ot  the  wildernett 
'e-eOtirce  Retearch  wtil  be  oetmMied  and  encourated 
at  lortR  at  all  protectt  are  conducted  m  tut  h  a  m4nn*t 
at  io  preterve  the  ****  t  w»i«Je«r-ett f  haracte*  and  ihev 
lurther  the  rfvaoariemeni  toeniittc.  rducaiionai  n»t- 
ior*cat  and  contervanon  ovwootet  ot  the  **9* 
Retearch  will  be  conducted  or  tupporied  io  evaluate 
the  etieciivenett  in  a»h»«-»«nt  oOiectivet  ot  ontomt 
wildernett  tntru*******  Re-aparch  *.tl  alto  be  «-n- 
couraeed  to  Klentttv  proeiemt  ami  -morove  manate- 
Tteni  rechniQuet  'O  tncr^ate  e-rtrvnt  >o  luimer  me 
purtvotet  ot  me  Wilder nr-tt  Vi 

Retearch  artd  ttudiet  <o  invettieaie  vrientiiic  «aluet 
mi*  alto  be  conducted  <n  w<tderne*t  oro-trted  mat 
-iildernettit  ettennal  io  r«u»itol  *utn  reveajren  and 
•-•'dernett  »aiuet  wou-d  "«  be  reooantiied 

%  -arch  artrl  other  ttudiet  wiU  be  ronduCtedwMhnul 
jte  ot  toiorired  eouipment  or  comiruClion  ot  rem- 
porarv  or   petmanem  tnuciuret    («ceptiom.  to  thi» 


ooIkv  mA^  be  approved  bv  the  State  Orector  rn  pro- 
i«rn  thai  are  ettennal  to  management  oi  the  tpecmc 
wildernett  when  no  omer  teMible  aliernan*e-.  evryi 
Such  ute  when  approved,  muti  be  me  minimum 
necctvarv  and  mutt  "oi  deerade  the  area  t  wildernett 
t  hararter 

Chapter  IV.  Implementation  o,  the 
WilcJernen  Minatemenl  Polky 

Thtt  chapter  etpUtnt  how  the  «L M  will  imrjiemeni  the 
Wildernett  s*a«eemem  l^iicv  throweh  me  ococeit 
ol  devetopinc  a  pUn  ror  each  wiMr^rnett  area  under 
til  adrninntraiion 

The  purpote  ol  me  Wildemett  Manatfmeni  Ftan 
iWM*i  >%  to  devrr.be  me  irntntu*******  tt»aie«v  ih*i 
will  be  uved  to  wo**  toward  attainment  ol  the  ob- 
lectrvet  ot  ihe  Wildernett  M»na«emem  t-oUrv  The 
plan  muvl  rleartv  vhow  me  acnont  that  will  be  taker* 
to  preterve  ihe  w.kderne**  retource  and  me  rmtrajp 
between  mete  actiorn  and  the  oOtecrtvet 
Each  WMt>  will  jddrett  the  rrujnaeerr-em  vritaai*on 
prevent  .n  tn  individual  wildernett  area  ot  m  rwo  or 
fTvore  clovetv  related  areat  «ant  mould  r-tleei  the 
ditterent  litndt  oi  environmental  ta-tttmrt  hmorv  ot 
ute  and  iruna«ement  t.toationt  round  in  individual 
area*  wtihm  tn*  irjmewor*  o(  'hit  policv 

Public  involvement  mini  be  included  m  rhedeveiop- 
ment  m  each  WMP  •.  mtn-nvum  ot  at  wat*  orw  meertne, 
or  wort  thoo  mutt  be  ooen  ro  me  tenerai  ouOlic  and 
the  public  mutl  be  etven  at  leatt  <S  davt  tn  comi-vent 
upon  the  propoted  Wi-dertvett  vtarvaeemem  **n 
ittuet.  auetnont  and  orobtem-,  'jived  bv  the  oublic 
will  be  considered  dunnti  the  deveiooment  oi  me 
imal  WMP  The  WMft  will  be  updated  on  a  re-naia* 
bawtoratcondinontchantie  The  di*o*»c  w«il  be ttven 
•he  opportunity  <a  be  involved  m  plan  chantie*. 

The  Wildemett  trianaeemem  **n  will  include  me 
tenerai  po-icv  lor  all  BIM  wikJernett  area*  tddit.om 
mav  be  made  to  tailor  me  oo**cv  io  me  current  m»n- 
aKement  tiiuanon  lor  each  area.  Selected  uaiemenrt 
'rom  the  Wilderne**  t-tanariement  INslicv  mtn  be  in- 
cluded to  show  the  connecrion  between  action* 
propoted  in  me  **n  and  the  oo.eorve*  tound  .n  me 
i^na«ement  poncv  Other  pumcv  viatenventt  ma.  be 
included  wnere  appropriate  to  ion*j  at  mev  do  not 
ronilici  w.th  me  Witdernet*  Mana»jemeni  r\jltc» 

Our.r-f  me  nme  penod  betore  a  w>ar».<  oiroarrd  lor 
i  *,ic»ernett  area  me  w.ldemett  Maru«emerw  l-oi-rv 
will  funle  me  conduf'  «  dav-io-dav  acirviiie*  Hie 
approval  or  anivinet  oroerarm  o*  pro-ecvt  inMiated 
bv  me  Oureau  oi  land  Manaeenteni  ^rher  tovern- 
Tvenial  bodiet  or  3»r>d,ie  ndividuait  w.11  be 
connntieni  uoon  m»comp-etion  cm  anem.ronmemW 
atva^trneni  -^opcttalt  jr-erm.ned  'o  be  mcomitiem 
Mth  ihe  -men*  o«  me  Wildernett  t^anateme«i  r>oibr> 
or  other  element*  oi  me  81  m  »  i«eit-aiive  ir-a 
■  etru-atot*  mandate  w.*l  be  modii-ed  or  diwoproved 
at  appropnate 


ft— iW%  IIMWW*  *rr»r*MU.  «(»fw»  fh*  the  United 
Siaret  shall  not  iramt«rtO«*aieor  o»ivaieow*w  jnv»r*ne*ai 
.rveretn  unlet*  ihe  S«aie  or  o*»vai»  own**  reitneuftnet  or 
cautet  'o  o*  reiinoswtned  10  <«*  l"*«j  **»<e»  me  «*.«*»*! 
1  rhe  surrounded  land 


-bl  tn  «m  cm*  »he»e  v«»yj  mwimj  d*.m*  or  orne*  ■alid 

OCCuXWnon   *'•   wn©»l»  wilh.n  4  deticnated  n*non*   lorru 

■rffmmirti  me  Secretary  ot  Mr>cuiiixe*ha*l  b»>f«o«- 
jOw  rfiu^rNyn  comiutm  win  in*  wiwrMnow  o'  mi  »*«* 
M  wMcrw   o»im.  ingrett  *r»  ee/ew  'O  such  surrounded 

«f*at  D<   meant   wtlKh   AM   HMD   Of   ire  (Ming  'u>iOfNiil< 

mh  reipKt  'O  other  *utn  *'*#*  wmnarly  s*uaied- 


•|  »■!■■!  I  Id  Subl«C1  TO  '«*  *CW)»O0"*"'O#>  ot  iu«m  t» 
Coneret*.  in*  Secretary  or  MrruHure  «  Jumomra  to  *r* 
gutrt  ornarerv  owwd  kind  »M«n  me  oannwiti  o(  i"-  area 
awn—mi  bv  dW  *<l  J*  »»*oe»ise*t  it  'I'  *»«-wfonrun 
in  wcfl  Kflunmon  or  >ZJ  rhe  KqwWNW  *  *oet  "**»**  aurh- 
onnrd  ft*  Congrett 

GIFTS.  REQUESTS.  ANO  CONTRIRUTIONS 

S*mo«  k  in    rh»  Secretary  o*  Aancultunf  man  accent  em* 

■y  iMqurtn  ol  lam)  w<^«  w*iderneM  mh  dmiwwa  bv 
thj*  Arttor  pr»wf»#i«»«**«**d«fnw*%.  The  Secretravot  Agri- 


culture m*v  *,%o  arceot  «"ts  or  oi-uur-v"  oi  land  adiacem  to 
■iidf<iwt  treat  rtetunjied  bv  in«  *xi  i™  pfe-M>*v4HOn  it 
•.•dernett  il  ne  n«t  «.-»"  sitlv  a<"  *<Jv*nc <•  noiir  e  in#reot 
io  me  President  o*  me  Senate  and  m#>  -ofHW  oi  the  rto«« 
oi  ImrtffMiinn  und  «rKWdO*  mevecietaivot  M«- 
(  uiture  under  *is  sen«>n  shall  b«om»  0**i  Ot  tne wwjer  new 

*re#  involved     BmuUiiOM  -nn  rf  |(fO  'O  Ji.  hjc  n  unfl  Wj» 

be  <n  accordance  wmJI  »«rn  ajiffme WW  comment  w»m  me 
poUcvO*  thn  Art  iwir  r«4«  *«  rhe  "«w<x  iuch«it<  nrturh 
condition*  commtni  w«h  such  ©owrv  at  ««»  be  included 
in    *nd  *cc*o*ed  *nh    mm  n  oeauew 

•  bl  rhe  Secretary  Ot  A«r«uHure  or  me  Secretary  o*  me 
merior  i*  juiMX'ffO  to  «(fO«  orivaie  rontnrtuitom  jnd 
girr*  io  b«  used  to  further  ihe  purposes  oi  rt»>»  Aci 

ANNCIAl  REPORTS 

Semon  7  M  tt»»  oo**Mn«  o*  fun  «ww>n  ot  ConfirH  t»»« 
WrrvtartM  Ot  *■■  *  u"  u(r  4«a  io'*"o>  ^*"  lOanti*  r*DOt(  to 
ih»  rVr*idmt  to>  tranvw«»ion  io  Cont»rM  on  ih*  mmm  ot 
'nvwitdrrnvMtnirfn  <ncl«d»n«*t»M j«<lr*ri>imomoi*f 
i.fjt.ninf.^ifffl  .MuUnom.n»iiffi  jnd  ortif*  OVnin^fN 
,ntormM>on  i04€»rt«»  wuft  4tn  iff«nmi"OJliom  »"«*  »«•» 
C«r«  to  nwir 


APPCNOIX  C 
THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  WILDERNESS  REVIEW  PROCESS 


To  c*rrv  out  the  witrJcmtn*  mand«c  oi  FLPMA.  rh« 
Sutviu  oi  Und  MMiffflttm  h*t  dcwHoocd  j 
■nldof-***  rtvt«w  procett  «nih  ihr««>  pna«n: 
inv-frtorv.  Mudv   «nd  rcpontnf  to  Cont|mi. 

UiHiMiii  In  the  wtldcvnm  inwtmom,  in*  8LM 
euimmrj  lh«  publK  Undt.  wttrt  pubtM:  p_riKip.uon. 
«nd  idcnniuMj  thoto  «r««  (hat  m»«t  the  detinmon  oi 
wrid«rne«t  niabinhed  b*  Con^nnt.  Thew  *»e«  were 
•denntted  m  wtiderneM  trudv  arejt  tMrSAti  The 
-nv-mofv  w*>  <otnp»*n»d  bv  r*oveffioec  14  1<M0  in 
rhecosrtnjuout  Wesietrt  Sutei.  rnuitine,  mtdemrtic-- 
iton  o*  40proiim*tehr  Z*  million  *tr«  «  wildernett 
uudv  «r**t  «nd  in  elirmnjiton  trom  tunher  wi4derne%t 
conuderaiNm  oi  ipproitmMehr  150  million  *cre«. 

Sludvt  Ejct*  wtlderneM  uudv  *'««  "-<"  be  studied 
throufh  the  BIM  rewurce  man-fement  pUnnine, 
tfWtm  wnatym  M  v*lue».  rewufcev  jnd  uvn  within 
the  *re*.  Tne  tindinfi  ot  the  wudv.  including  public 
pAfticip>CM)n.  determine  whether  the  ire*  will  be 


recommended  «  ujiubbr  of  nomuiubie  tor  deven-- 
t«n  *\  wildt>rneti.  In  practice.  det*rmininf  tn  «re«  » 
Miiubilitv  or  norHuitabtliiv  tor  omervanon  it 

wilderne».  in  ihe  word*  o*  HPMA  m*nn 
deiermining  whether  the  are*  it  more  tuitabie  »o» 
«<ldcrne«t  dettfrunon  or   more  tuit-ble  lor  other 


:  When  the  ttudv  hat  been  comoreted.  * 
rMomrnendjiion  i\  to  whether  the  wtWerneit  ttudv 
jrei  it  tunable  or  nomuttaote  tor  detienanon  at 
v«iidernett  it  tubtTHited  through  the  Secretary  or  the 
interior  and  the  •tender*  io  Cone/et*  A  minerai 
turver  will  be  conducted  bv  ihe  Geotoficat  Survey 
and  Bureau  ot  N4ine%  lor  ttvt  *t**  recommended  at 
tunable.  Reoom  on  all  wiidernett  ttudv  areat  muu 
reach  ihe  Pretident  no  later  than  Oaober  11,  19»V 
and  reach  Conarett  bv  Oaober  21.  1991  Only 
Conerett  can  deargnaie  tn  ***  at  wildernew. 


AfPENOIX  O 
DEFINITIONS 


Some  oi  me  terrm  uted  in  ihr»  document  have  toeohc 
meanmfi  and  ant  defined  a»  toilovn: 

Ofiw   Uwvtac.:  An«naH  kept  *nd  manaeed  for 


ihetr  Dtoducn  or  for  breedine.  purooMt).  not  vrutorV 
«ntmart  or  admtnrvtraitve  hvetioch. 

FlPMA:  The  Federal  und  *V>hcv  and  Mana«emeni 
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*a  of  1976  i«*ubl»c  Law  94-S79  90  Stat  274J  4)  LSC 
17011 

Uvevaock    Qin-n    0*eralion«:     Thote    ooerationt« 
under    permit    *nere    'he   orimarv   puroote   it   tne 
craonf  ot  livetiock  lor  the  production  ot  rood  and 
nber      includet    pack    and    saddle    uoch    tjted    in 
coniunctton  with  tuch  ooerationt 

Mecriarwcai  Trarwport:  Mecharwral  trantoort  '  meant 
jnv  device  lor  trantoorttne  pertonnei  or  material  w»th 
wheen.  tr»ck\.  \hidt.  or  bv  flotation  tor  iravelm*  over 
land,  water,  or  tncnv  and  rt  prooetted  bv  a  nonli«me 
power  vource  contained  or  carried  on  or  within  me 
device. 

\4aroruwd     tqutpment:        Motori/ed     eouiomeni 
meant  *r\\  machine  activated  bv  a  nonliwmc  power 
vource  evcept   \mall  batter v-oowered.   hanocatned 
devicet  tuch  at  llathlifjhtt.  vnavert.  Ce>«;er  couniert. 
and  camerat. 

SAoaor  VeMcte:  Motor  vehicle  '  meant  anv  •etwefe 
which  n  te*f -propelled  or  *nv  vehicle  which  it 
propelled  bv  electric  power  ootamed  trom  oatteriet. 

ivtMMrpte  Uae:  the  manaeement  ot   rhe  public 

landt  and  their  variout  revource  vaiuet  vo  mat  mev  are 
uiilited  m  rhe  combination  that  will  bett  meet  trie 
preteni  and  future  needt  ot  the  American  oeoote: 
makina;  the  mow  ludioout  ute  ot  tne  land  lor  tome  or 
ail  ot  thete  retourret  or  related  terviret  over  areat 
laree  enough  io  provide  sufficient  (airtude  'or 
periodic  adiuttmentt  in  ute  to  rontorm  to  cnanejng 
needt  and  condmont:  the  ute  oi  tome  land  tor  lett 
than  all  oi  the  retourcet:  a  comoirution  or  balanced 
and  divert*  retource  uvet  that  taket  into  accoum  me 
long-term  needt  ot  future  generation*  to*  renewaote 
jnd  nonrenewable  retourcet.  including,  but  not 
limited  io.  recreation,  range  iimoer  mineralt. 
watershed,  wildlife  and  (<th  and  natural  teerwe. 
toentitic  and  hnrortcal  vaiuet:  and  harmomout  and 
coordinaied  management  ot  ihe  variout  retourcet 
without  permanent  impaarmenr  ot  the  oroduciivitv  or 
me  land  and  the  quality  ot  ihe  environment  wtm 
contideraiion  being  given  ro  me  relative  vaiuet  a*  the 
retourcet  and  not  necettariiv  to  ihe  comoination  ot 
uvet  that  will  grve  the  greatett  econonwc  return  or  me 
greatett  unn  output."  (from  Section  103.  FlPMAl 


d:  ftefert  to  a  non-natrve  toecict  ot  piant  or 
animal  wh«h  n  well  etubhthed  ■*>  rhe  area  at  a  pan  of 
the  wildemett  ecotvttem  and  which  tuttamt  irt 
porjulation  wimoul  requmng  human  atwttance  ituch 
at  Mocking  or  reteedingi  Non-natrve  toeciet  mat  **9 
not  m  equilibrium  with  the  wildemett  ecotvtiem 
(tuch  at  mote  which  are  increasing  rneir  poouiation 
and  drtplacing  native  tpeoeti  are  not  corwdered 
nat  uralixed 

MfJtftwanea:  flefert  io  »n  area  wh<h  renerallv 
appeart  to  have  been  arfected  primarily  bv  me  force* 
of  nature .  with  rhe  imprint  oi  man  t  work  tubtta miallv 
unnottceabie.  '  ifrom  Section  fed.  vtjiidernet*  Actt 


Outstanding:  Standin*;  out  amomt  omen  o»  m  ku 
'ontoiciout.  prominent  Superior  to  orrten  at 
kind:  dittinguished:  excellent 

Ftrmanenl  ImpronrrwrHi  A  manmade  irrunural 
nontiruciural  improvement  which  will  remain  a 
particular  location  lor  more  than  one  hettJ  tetton- 
dilterenttated  'rom  lemporarv  tiruciurei.  inciui 
tuch  nem*  at  toiiei  bunding*,  tram,  cabtm  vf 
'encet.  vegetative  cover  manipulation,  thenert.  i 
lire  grill*. 

rnmrtiv*  and  uncontinerj  tteoearion;  NonmntO'ii 
and  nondeveioped  tvpet  at  outdoor  recreatio 
act  i  vi  lie* 


Any  Mrunural  or  r* 
structural  improvement  wnich  directly  aitent 
supoortt  the  ute  ot  the  lorage  retource  bv  dome 
livetiock.  such  a*  lencet.  line  cabtnt.  warer  kntt.  i 

.lock  tanks 

Becreatjortai  Uyetaoch:  Hortet.  mulet.  orburroitr 
■or  recreational  purpotet  to  itantport 
ihetr  suppliet 

Soiitudei  The  state  oi  being  alone  or  remote  N 
-ijonanons  itolanon  A  lonely  jniretnjrmeo. 
secluded  place 


Terarjwa-a**  Sttltwe:   Any  tiructure  whvrh  can 
'eadilv  and  completefv  ditmamled  and  rernoved  li 
rhe  vte  between  penodt  ol  actual  ute  n  mav  or  *      , 
not  be  authorized  at  the  tame  ute  trom  teato*      . 
teaton  or  trom  year  ro  year 


:  Sunaceditth 
ance  greater  than  wnat  would  normallv  retuk  wl 
sn  activity  it  being  accomptivhed  bv  a  prud 
ooerator  in  usual  ciivtornarv.  and  orofioent  on 
tiom  ot  simitar  character  and  taking  into  conwdt 
non  the  effect*  of  operation*  on  otner  retourret  < 
'and  utev  including  thote  retounrei  and  utet  our 
the  area  of  operation*,  failure  to  imitate  andcomp 
'eatonabfe  mingation  meature*  including  recta 
non  of  disturbed  areat.  or  creation  ot  a  nunance  • 
conttitute  unnece*ta#y  or  undue  degradation  rati 
to  comply  wiih  applicable  emnronmemal  proteci 
statute*  and  regulation*  thereunder  will  con*" 
unnecetarv  or  undue  degradation 

Vrtttea  uae:  Vrutor  ute  ot  the  wilder  net*  retourct 
intpiranon.  snmuunon.  solitude,  reiaaation  eoi 
non   pleatur*.  or  tamtaciirjn. 

rMldeme^:  The  dennrtion  contained  in  Section 
of  the  Wilder  new  Art  of  19**  (71  St«  Wii  i 
i  ■  tor  nt  full  ten  i 


WradarwaM  Chare iterradcii  The  dehmtion  contai 
m  Section  2jci  ot  me  Wildcrnet*  Act  of  i9eait|' 
•91    iSee  Appendii  ■  for  it*  'uil  hnt.l 


r  nttrrtsa  jrrtcr       i«ai  0  • 
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APPENDIX  3 


MINERAL  CLASSIFICATION  AND  LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE  SCHEMES 


CLASSIFICATION  SCHEME 
Unfavorable 


1.   The  geologic  environment  and  the  inferred  geologic  processes  do  not 
indicate  favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

Low 


2.  The  goelogic  environment  and  the  inferred  geologic  processes  indicate  low 
favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources.  Includes  some 
prospectively  valuable  areas. 

Moderate 

3.  The  geologic  environment,  the  inferred  geologic  processes,  the  reported 
mineral  occurrences,  the  geochemical  or  geophysical  anomalies  or  prospectively 
valuable  area  indicate  moderate  favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and 
mineral  resources. 

High 

4.  The  geologic  environment,  the  inferred  geologic  processes,  the  reported 
mineral  occurrences,  the  Known  mines  or  deposits  or  Known  Geotherraal  Resource 
Areas  (KGRAs)  or  Known  Geologic  Structures  (KGSs)  indicate  high  favorability 
for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE  SCHEME 
No  Confidence 

A.  The  available  data  are  either  insufficient  and/or  cannot  be  considered  as 
direct  evidence  to  support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and 
mineral  resources  within  the  respective  area. 

Low 

B.  The  available  data  provide  indirect  evidence  to  support  or  refute  the 
possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

Moderate 

C.  The  available  data  provide  direct  evidence,  but  are  quantitatively 
minimal,  to  support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral 
resources. 
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MINERAL  CLASSIFICATION  AND  LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE  SCHEMES 

(Cont.) 


High 

D.   The  available  date  provide  abundant  direct  and  indirect  evidence  to 
support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 


Source:   Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Denver  Service  Center  and  Winnemucca 
District,  1982. 
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GENERAL  INDEX 


fcccess 


2-4 


'ere ages   2-85 

ultural   2-5,  3-15,  3-22,  3-31,  3-40,  3-48,  3-56,  3-67,  3-74,  3-81,  3-87, 
3-93,  3-99,  4-5,  4-9,  4-15,  4-21,  4-26,  4-30,  4-32,  4-36,  4-39,  4-42, 
4-45,  4-48,  4-51,  4-54,  4-61,  4-64,  4-67,  4-70,  4-72,  4-74,  4-76,  4-78, 
4-81,  4-83,  4-85,  4-86,  4-88,  4-89,  4-91,  4-93,  4-95,  4-97,  4-99,  4-101, 
4-102,  4-105,  4-106,  4-108,  4-109,  4-110,  4-112,  4-114,  4-115,  4-117, 
4-118,  4-120,  4-122,  4-123,  4-125,  4-126,  4-130,  4-131,  4-133,  4-136 

conomic  &  Social   1-5,  3-18,  3-24,  3-34,  3-43,  3-50,  3-58,  3-64,  3-71,  3-77, 
3-84,  3-90,  3-96,  3-102,  4-5,  4-10,  4-15,  4-21,  4-26,  4-30,  4-32,  4-36, 
4-39,  4-42,  4-45,  4-48,  4-51,  4-55,  4-61,  4-64,  4-67,  4-70,  4-72,  4-74, 
4-77,  4-79,  4-81,  4-83,  4-85,  4-86,  4-88,  4-89,  4-91,  4-93,  4-95,  4-97, 
4-99,  4-101,  4-103,  4-106,  4-108,  4-109,  4-111,  4-112,  4-114,  4-115, 
4-117,  4-118,  4-120,  4-122,  4-123,  4-125,  4-126,  4-130,  4-132,  4-133, 
4-136 

eology,  Minerals  &  Energy   2-4,  3-2,  3-8,  3-16,  3-22,  3-32,  3-41,  3-49,  3-57, 
3-63,  3-68,  3-75,  3-82,  3-88,  3-94,  3-100,  4-3,  4-7,  4-13,  4-18,  4-24, 
4-28,  4-32,  4-34,  4-37,  4-40,  4-44,  4-47,  4-50,  4-53,  4-57,  4-60,  4-63, 
4-67,  4-69,  4-71,  4-73,  4-76,  4-78,  4-80,  4-82,  4-84,  4-85,  4-88,  4-89, 
4-90,  4-92,  4-94,  4-96,  4-98,  4-100,  4-101,  4-104,  4-105,  4-107,  4-108, 
4-110,  4-111,  4-113,  4-114,  4-116,  4-118,  4-119,  4-121,  4-123,  4-124, 
4-126,  4-129,  4-131,  4-132,  4-135 

Lands  &  Realty  2-4,  3-18,  3-24,  3-35,  3-43,  3-51,  3-59,  3-64,  3-71,  3-84, 
3-90,  3-96,  3-102,  4-52,  4-81,  4-103,  4-118,  4-136 


2-4,  3-8,  3-16,  3-23,  3-33 


,  3-42, 


3-49,  3-57,  3-63,  3-70,  3-76, 


Livestock 

3-83,  3-89,  3-95,  3-101,  3-103,  4-4,  4-8,  4-13,  4-19,  4-24,  4-28,  4-32, 

4-35,  4-38,  4-41,  4-44,  4-47,  4-50,  4-54,  4-57,  4-60,  4-64,  4-67,  4-69, 

4-71,  4-73,  4-76,  4-78,  4-80,  4-83,  4-84,  4-86,  4-88,  4-89,  4-90,  4-92, 

4-94,  4-96,  4-98,  4-100,  4-102,  4-104,  4-105,  4-107,  4-109,  4-110,  4-112, 

4-113,  4-115,  4-116,  4-118,  4-119,  4-121,  4-123,  4-124,  4-126,  4-129, 
4-131,  4-132,  4-135 


Manageability   1-5,  2-5,  2-87 


Naturalness   1-5,  3-11,  3-19,  3-27,  3-37,  3-45,  3-53,  3-61,  3-65,  3-73,  3-79, 
3-85,  3-91,  3-97,  4-2,  4-6,  4-10,  4-16,  4-22,  4-26,  4-31,  4-32,  4-36, 
4-42,  4-46,  4-48,  4-53,  4-55,  4-58,  4-61,  4-65,  4-68,  4-70,  4-72,  4-75, 
4-77,  4-79,  4-82,  4-84,  4-85,  4-86,  4-88,  4-90,  4-92,  4-94,  4-96,  4-98, 
4-99,  4-101,  4-104,  4-105,  4-106,  4-108,  4-109,  4-111,  4-113,  4-114, 
4-116,  4-117,  4-119,  4-121,  4-122,  4-124,  4-125,  4-128,  4-130,  4-132, 
4-134 


1-1 


Planning  Criteria  1-4,  2-1 

Preferred  Alternative   2-75,  2-94,  4-128 

Recreation  2-5,  3-17,  3-24,  3-29,  3-34,  3-42,  3-50,  3-58,  3-64,  3-71,  3-77, 
3-80,  3-83,  3-86,  3-90,  3-95,  3-102,  4-4,  4-9,  4-14,  4-20,  4-25,  4-30, 
4-32,  4-36,  4-38,  4-42,  4-45,  4-48,  4-51,  4-54,  4-57,  4-61,  4-64,  4-67, 
4-70,  4-72,  4-74,  4-76,  4-78,  4-80,  4-83,  4-85,  4-86,  4-88,  4-89,  4-91, 
4-93,  4-95,  4-97,  4-99,  4-100,  4-102,  4-105,  4-106,  4-108,  4-109,  4-110, 
4-112,  4-113,  4-115,  4-117,  4-118,  4-120,  4-121,  4-123,  4-125,  4-126, 
4-130,  4-131,  4-133,  4-136 

Solitude   1-5,  3-12,  3-20,  3-28,  3-38,  3-46,  3-54,  3-61,  3-65,  3-73,  3-79, 
3-85,  3-91,  3-98,  4-2,  4-6,  4-10,  4-16,  4-22,  4-26,  4-31,  4-32,  4-36, 
4-42,  4-46,  4-48,  4-53,  4-55,  4-58,  4-61,  4-65,  4-68,  4-70,  4-72,  4-75, 
4-77,  4-79,  4-82,  4-84,  4-85,  4-86,  4-88,  4-90,  4-92,  4-94,  4-96,  4-98, 
4-99,  4-101,  4-104,  4-105,  4-106,  4-108,  4-109,  4-111,  4-113,  4-114, 
4-116,  4-117,  4-119,  4-121,  4-122,  4-124,  4-125,  4-128,  4-130,  4-132, 
4-134 

Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (SMSA)   3-9 

Technical  Review  Team  1-7,  2-75,  2-94,  4-128 

Wild  Horses  &  Burros   2-5,  3-17,  3-23,  3-34,  3-42,  3-50,  3-58,  3-70,  3-77, 

3-83,  3-90,  3-102,  4-9,  4-14,  4-19,  4-25,  4-29,  4-35,  4-38,  4-41,  4-44, 
4-51,  4-57,  4-60,  4-64,  4-67,  4-70,  4-73,  4-76,  4-80,  4-84,  4-86,  4-88, 
4-89,  4-93,  4-95,  4-97,  4-99,  4-102,  4-106,  4-107,  4-109,  4-110,  4-112, 
4-115,  4-118,  4-119,  4-121,  4-123,  4-124,  4-126,  4-129,  4-131,  4-133, 
4-136 

Wildlife  2-4,  3-14,  3-21,  3-29,  3-39,  3-48,  3-55,  3-62,  3-67,  3-75,  3-80, 
3-86,  3-93,  3-99,  4-4,  4-9,  4-14,  4-20,  4-25,  4-29,  4-32,  4-35,  4-38, 
4-41,  4-44,  4-47,  4-50,  4-54,  4-57,  4-60,  4-64,  4-67,  4-70,  4-71,  4-73, 
4-76,  4-78,  4-80,  4-83,  4-84,  4-86,  4-88,  4-89,  4-91,  4-93,  4-95,  4-97, 
4-99,  4-100,  4-102,  4-104,  4-106,  4-107,  4-109,  4-110,  4-112,  4-113, 
4-115,  4-117,  4-118,  4-120,  4-121,  4-123,  4-124,  4-126,  4-129,  4-131, 
4-133,  4-135 


Note:  The  alternative  descriptions  in  Chapter  II  are  not  indexed,  as 
virtually  every  page  has  some  reference  to  wilderness  or  supplemental 
values. 
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INDEX  OF  WSA's 


-:A-020-311  Tunnison  Mountain  2-7,  2-24,  2-40,  2-57,  2-68,  2-75,  2-87,  2-94, 
3-11,  4-2,  4-53,  4-82,  4-104,  4-119,  4-128 

;A-020-609  Five  Springs   2-8,  2-25,  2-41,  2-57,  2-68,  2-76,  2-87,  2-95,  3-19, 
4-6,  4-55,  4-83,  4-105,  4-119,  4-128 

:A-020-612  Skedaddle  Mountain  2-9,  2-26,  2-42,  2-58,  2-69,  2-76,  2-87,  2-95, 
3-27,  4-10,  4-58,  4-84,  4-106,  4-119,  4-128 

:A-020-615  Dry  Valley  Rim  2-11,  2-28,  2-45,  2-61,  2-69,  2-78,  2-88,  2-98,  3-37 
4-16,  4-61,  4-85,  4-108,  4-120,  4-130 

:A-020-619  Buffalo  Hills   2-12,  2-31,  2-47,  2-61,  2-70,  2-80,  2-88,  2-100,  3-45, 
4-22,  4-65,  4-86,  4-109,  4-120,  4-132 

CA-020-619A  Twin  Peaks   2-14,  2-32,  2-48,  2-62,  2-70,  2-80,  2-88,  2-100,  3-53, 
4-26,  4-68,  4-88,  4-111,  4-121,  4-132 

CA-020-805  Wall  Canyon  2-15,  2-33,  2-49,  2-63,  2-71,  2-82,  2-88,  2-102,  3-61, 
4-31,  4-70,  4-90,  4-113,  4-122,  4-133 

CA-020-913/NV-020-008  Little  High  Rock  Canyon   2-16,  2-34,  2-50,  2-64,  2-71, 
2-82,  2-89,  2-103,  3-65,  4-33,  4-72,  4-92,  4-114,  4-122,  4-133 

CA-020-913A  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  2-17,  2-35,  2-51,  2-65,  2-72,  2-82,  2-89,  2-103 
3-73,  4-36,  4-74,  4-94,  4-114,  4-123,  4-134 

CA-020-913B  High  Rock  Canyon  2-18,  2-35,  2-52,  2-65,  2-72,  2-82,  2-89,  2-103, 
3-79,  4-39,  4-74,  4-96,  4-115,  4-124,  4-134 

CA-020-914/NV-020-006A  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  2-19,  2-36,  2-53,  2-66,  2-73, 
2-83,  2-89,  2-103,  3-85,  4-42,  4-75,  4-98,  4-116,  4-125,  4-134 

CA-020-1012  Sheldon  Contiguous   2-21,  2-37,  2-54,  2-66,  2-73,  2-83,  2-89,  2-105, 
3-91,  4-46,  4-77,  4-99,  4-116,  4-127,  4-134 

CA-020-1013  Massacre  Rim  2-22,  2-38,  2-55,  2-66,  2-74,  2-83,  2-90,  2-105,  3-97, 
4-48,  4-79,  4-101,  4-117,  4-127,  4-134 
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Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Library 
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